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PROLEGOMENON. 


TH  A  T  a  mean  and  mvidioiis  fet  of  men  have  look- 
ed upon  my  elevation  to  the  rank  of  Director- 
General  AND  Physician  IN  Chief,  with  an  ^vi/^r;'^, 
and  long  been  concerting  mj'  removal,  is  a  matter  of  which 
I  have  too  fubftantial  proof  to  doubt  :  That  the  un- 
wearied pains  I  have  taken  to  fiipport  oeconomy,  regu- 
larity and  order,  fofar  as  they  had  beeb  introduced  into  the  \ 
department,  before  it  came  under  my  management  j  to  in- 
troduce, recommend  and  inforcc  them,  where  wanting  5 
and  to  oppofe  and  reform  abufes  that  were  creeping,  or 
had  already  crept  into  it,  from  the  infancy  of  the  fervice, 
were  the  root  of  the  enmity  which  fprung  up  againft  my 
proceedings,  are  no  lefs  certain.  It  is  equally  evident 
that  it  received  its  growth  and  vigour  from  my  inflexible 
3'efolution  of  being  faithful  to  my  truft,  in  not  fi-ffcring, 
{o  far  as  it  was  iu  nv^  pov^er  to  prevent,  the  diflipation 
of  the  ftores  entniftedio  me,  for  the  ufes  of  the  lick  that 
•fliould-  be  fent  to  the  General  Hofpital  under  my  care, 
by-expofing  them  to  the  wafte  and  depredation  of  men 
•whofe  fchemes  tended  to  the  fnbverfion  of  the  General 
Hofpital,  in  which  they  laboured  to  raife  themfelves  into 
an  importance,  which  neither  the  General  norCongrefs 
ever  intended,  and  from  my  putting  a  ftop  to  thofe 
abufes  of  which  too  many  of  them  had  been  guilty.  That 
thefe  are  the  ftock  from  whence  have  fhooted  thofe  cla- 
mours, againft  me,  which  have  been  fo  carefully  culti- 
vated, with  a  defign  to  injure  my  chara<Ster  with  the 
publick,  imder  a  pretence  of  interefling  them  in  the 
bufferings  of  the  fick,  to  which  the  imprudences  of  others 
had  given  rife  ;  and  to  fhift  the  blame  from  them  on  me,  I 
doubt  not  will  appear  to  tjie  full  conviclion  of  every 
impartial  perfon.  who  has  patience  to  attend  to  the  foU 
lowing  Letters,  Narrative, Proofs  and  Illuflration  of  faif^s, 
which  I  propofe  to  lay  before  them. 

But 
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But  that  nir  enemies  fliouM  oe  able,  w'tli  all  the  arts 
of  malice,  to  have  influenced  C:)ngrefs  to  proceed  to  my 
difmiflion,  on  their  partial  reports,  is  what  I  had  no 
thoughts  they  would  have  been  fobold,  or  fo  bafe,  as  to 
attempt ;  nor  it  they  had,  could  I  have  imagined  that  they 
would  have  fucceeded  in  their  attempt. 

The  manner  in  which  I  have  condutfted  myfelf  in  the 
General  Hofpital  department;  my  ftridl  obfervance  of  the 
refolves  of  Congreis  ;  my  vigilance,  care  and  3(^:1  vity  in 
the  duties  of  my  ftation  j  the  fevera!  plans  I  devifed  for 
putting  it  in  the  power  of  Congrefs,  confiftently  with 
ilieir  owii  original  fchemes  of  oeconomy,  to  make  a  bet- 
ter provilion  for  the  rigimental  Surgeons  and  fick,  as  well 
as  for  the  General  Hofpital  itfclf  ;  the  advices  I  haye 
commwnicared  from  time  to  time  to  fevcral  of  the  mem- 
bers, concerning  the  ftate  and  wants  of  the  fick,  and  ot 
the  regimental  Surgeons  ;  the  evils  I  have  foretold  were 
iikeiy  to  tnfue,  and  the  remedies  I  pointed  out  in  time 
to  prevent  many  of  them  ;  and  laftly,  the  toils  and  dan- 
gers to  which  I  have  continually  cxpofed  myfelf  in  dif- 
charge  of  my  truft,  I  concleided  would  alv^ays  be  a  fuf- 
licient  fnierd  to  protect  me  from  every  affault,  till  I 
could  have  notice  of  the  defigns  and  movements  of  my 
enemies,  been  prepared  for  my  defence,  and  have  had 
time  to  have  repelled  them.  Thofe  inilances  of  zeal^ 
diligence  and  uprightnefs  of  condu<n:,  I  hoped,  were 
fuch,  as  neither  malice  could  fcandalize,  nor  envy  mis- 
intrcpret. 

Will  it  be  believed  in  a  future  ^33%  that  fo  grave  and 
illuftrious  a  fet  of  men,  as  ccrnpofe  the  American  Con- 
grefs, fliould,  on  any  partial  rcprefentation,  without 
giving  the  perfon  accufcd  an  opportunity  of  exculpating 
himfelf  from  the  charges  brought  againllhim,  or  know- 
ing what  he  was  accufed  of  ;  and  without  calling  on 
him  to  offer  what  he  had  to  f;?y,  why  he  Ihould  not  be 
fo  dealt  with  ;  making  thcmfdves  judges  as  well  as  hear- 
ers, pafs  fentcnce,  as  if  all  that  is  iaicJ>  15  proved  ?  Will 
it  be  believed,   that  on  no  better  evidence  than  the  cla« 

m»urs 
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mours  and  mifieprefentations  of  interefted  msn,  they 
would  have  difmiffed^fiom  an  office  of  the  greateft  trult, 
One,\rhofe  cftabliflited  charafter  and  their  good  opinion 
had  called  from  private  life,  and  exalted  to  that  ftation  ; 
One,  who,  neverthelefs,  from  his  firft  ftepping  forth  on 
the  ftagsof  a'5lion,  had  always  met  with  public  appro- 
bation and  diilinguifned  honours,  both  at  home  and  a- 
broad  ;  v/ho  had  ferved  his  country  in  pofts  of  eminent 
trufl  and  ufefulnefs,  with  applaufe  ;  that  they  would, on 
the  firft  application,  have  facrificed  him  to  the  crys  of 
a  faction  ?  Would  fuch  a  proceeding  be  thought  confif- 
tent  with  equity,  or  been  compatible  with  the  Ireputa- 
tion  of  aleis  important  AfTembly  ?  Would  it  be  tiiought 
an  a£t  of  coaimon  juftice,  in  fuch  a  couri:,  to  proceed  to 
pnnifhmeni,  on  a  charge,  which  might  be  groundlefs, 
and  that,  for  ought  they  knew,  might  have  been  refut- 
ed, as  foon  as  mentioned  ?  Are  the  Members  of  Con- 
grefs  well  afTured,  that  on  a  mere  pretence  of  fomething 
being  done  that  ought  not  to  have  been  done,  or  fome- 
thing being  omitted  that  ought  to  be  done,  they  have 
not  made  a  vi(ftim  of  an  innocent,  or  even  meritorious 
fervant,  to  promote  the  am.bition  of  an  individual, 
or  cover  the  faults  of  many,  as  if  that  offering  would 
make  atonement  for  their  overfights  or  mifconduft  ? 
Is  the  difmiflio-i  from  an  office  of  fuch  confequence,  a 
matter  of  fo  little  moment,  as  to  ftand  in  no  need  of 
even  the  formality  of  an  inquiiT  ?  Can  fuch  a  flep  re- 
fledl  honour  on  the  moft  dignified  Body  of  Men  in 
Ameiica  ?  Is  nothing  further  neceflary  to 'find  a  perfou 
guilty,  than  to  accufe  him  of  being  fo  ?  Could  tlut 
Aflembly  be  certain,  that  they  were  not,  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, invalidating  their  own  refolves,  weakening  the 
obedience  due  to  their  commaads,  and  fhaking  ihe  ve- 
ry foundations  of  their   authority  ? 

To  degrade  an  officer  from  his  rank,  however  lightly 
It  may  be  thought  of  by  vulgar  minds,  is  an  a<ft  of  the 
higheft  rigour,  as  it  opens  the  mouth  of  obloquy,  and 
pU'inis  the  tongue  of  flaiadcr  with  deadly  venom. 

What 


Whnt  reparation  tan  be  made  for  fuch  a  hafly  judg- 
ment, if  it  is  found  to  be  Co  ?  Can  any  future  inquiry 
into  the  merits  of  the  caule  wholly  extinguifh  its  fatal 
influence  ?  Is  there  a  tribunal  in  the  world  that  has 
paft  fentence  without  a  trial,  that  one  may  proHOuncc  d 
proper  tribunal,  to  which  an  innocent  man  m?.y  fafely 
appeal  ?  The  higher  the  tribunal,  the  more  fatal  is  the 
influence  of  prejudices.  Has  not  the  part  the  Congref?*. 
has  taken,  in  my  difmillion,  a  direct  tendency  to  weaken 
and  corrupt  the  proper  evidences  ?  Can  witneires  that 
might  be  called  in  be  fo  impartial,  as  to  give  a  full  and 
faithful  teftimony  in  favour  of  the  accufed  perfon  ? 
Will  they  readily  produce  fuch  proofs  in  his  favour  as 
they  could  do,  that  might  tend  t©  applaud  his  conduct^ 
whom  Congrefs,  by  a  rcfolvc,  has  thought  flt  locenfure  9 
efpecially  when  thofe  witnels  have  their  reliance  on  ihat 
Court,  for  prefcnt  rank  and  future  promotions  ?  Is  there: 
a  more  efi'edual  bribe  to  flop  the  mouths  of  evidences  in. 
favour  of  an  innocent  man,  and  to  raifc  up  enemies 
againft  him  ?  Hov/  unhappy  then  muft  be  the  fltuation 
of  any  one,  which  lays  him  under  fo  great  an  inconre- 
nience,  that  thofe  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  jufti'y 
his  conduit,  may  be  intimidated  from  dbingit,  fully  and 
freely,  as  they  wifh  to  do^  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to 
thofe  on  whom  they  are  dependants  ;  fo  that  it  is  ealicc 
for  thofe  who  incline  to  it,  to  do  an  innocent  pei  fon  .1 
mifchicf,  than  to  And  many  men  fojwfl:,  as  to  produce  all 
they  know  in  his  behp.lf,  and,  by  vindicating  him,  incur 
the  disfavour  of  thai-;  in  power  ? 

Under  thole  circumftances  a  man's  defence  mufb  bv^ 
liable  to  mifconflru^lions  ;  whereas,  had  an  inquiry 
been  allowed,  before  difmifllon,  full  weight  would  hav: 
been  given  to  the  evidences  on  both  fides  ;  but  by  tiiis 
fummary  and  unulual  proceeding,  is  not  the  doorfliut 
againft  impartial  juflice  ;  and  ihould  the  perfon  be  callcvi 
to  trial,  before  the  Bench  that  condemned  him,  are  rot 
his  Judges  become  3  party  againft  him  ?  In  whofc  favour 
they  are  likely  to  pafs  judgment,  on  reference,  let  ;he 
feelings  of  mr.nkind  determine  !         NctwithftanJing 
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Notwithftandlng  I  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  force  of 
thelc  realbnings,  yet  fo  confcious  was  I  of  my  innocence, 
and  fuch  was  my  opinion  of  the  incorruptibility  of  the 
Congrefs,  that,  rather  than  lay  under  an  imputation  that 
affected  my  chara(5ler,  dearer  to  an  honcft  niai>  than  life 
itfelf,  on  the  firft  notice  of  my  removal  from  office,  I 
immediately  appealed  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  to 
Congrefs,  in  hopes  they  would  reconfider  what  had  been 
fo  haftily  done  againlt  me.  Three  months  are  elapfed 
fince  that  appeal,  nor  have  they  thought  lit  to  give  mc 
any  aniwer. 

To  what  other  caufe  can  I  impute  it  but  their  own 
reflexions,  that  there  is  not  a  fet  of  men  on  earth,  fo 
free  from  the  influence  of  their  own  paflaons,  that  a 
pcrfon  may  trulthimfelf  to  their  declfions,  unheard,  and 
to  whom  it  is  proper  to  appeal  from  their  own  deciiions, 
thus  made  ?  For  who  are  fo  free  from  biafs,  as  not  to 
have  a  lecret  wifh  to  find,  that,  in  pafling  judg- 
ment, they  were  juft.  Can  it  be  their  defire  to  find 
that  man  blamelefs,  to  whom  they  have  behaved,  as  if  they 
thought  him  otherwife  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  reflexion 
on  their  hafty  judgment,  when  they  have  treated  him,  as 
guilty,  to  find  him  wholly  innocent  ? 

But  r  will  not  do  that  Honourable  Bodv  the  injufticc 
to  entertain  a  fufpicion  fo  derogatory  to  them,  as  to 
confidcr  my  difmiflion,  and  the  manner  of  it,  as  a  re- 
gular, deliberate  a6t  of  the  Whole  Body,  or  what  they 
approved.  I  have  heard  it  alledged,  in  their  defence, 
againft  lb  injurious  a  fuppofition,  that  many  of  .the 
moll  refpeftable  Members  were  abfent  j  that  fume  of 
the  States  were  not  reprefsnted  at  the  time  -,  and  that 
feveral  of  the  Members  were  wholly  opofed  to  it  ;  that 
it  was  an  adl:  into  which  they  were  fuddenly  forced,  by 
the  clamours  of  a  party,  whom  pohtical  necellity,  at 
the  time,  compelled  them  to  gratify. 

But  fuch  is  my  opinion  of  the  integrity,  and  fuch  my 
reliance  on  the  honour  of  the  Congrefs,  as  to  believe 
that  whea  they  ure  furniihcd  wicU  tho  materials  for 

judging 
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pfrcpsHr,  they  wltl  be  as  ready  to  do  me  judlcc,  S3* 
-part  of  them  have  been  to  lillcn  to  the  malice  and  m'lC* 
reprefentation  of  *my  adverfaries  ;  and  lo  (hew  their 
magnanimity,  by  allowing  that  they  have  been  capable 
of  an  error,  by  their  readinefs  to  reurefs  it..  Thefd 
confideratioD.s  have  mduced  mc  to  piint  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  my  proceedings V  a  may  euable  them,  and  the 
publick,  to  fee  with  clearneis,  and  judge  vvith  conviction, 
on. the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  niy  condu-^l  ;  and  to 
put  it  in  rheir  power  to  coodenin,  or  accjuit  me^  on  luifi* 
cient  evidence. 

.  To  fuppofe,  ^?  forae  have  been  inciinc^d  to  think,  that 
Congrefs  can  object  to  this  appeal,  from  their  ju,dg- 
ment,  to  that  of  the  publick,  would  be  a  greater  reflex- 
ion, in  my  opinion,' on  their  juftice,  ^iid  do  rnore  inju* 
xy  to  th:jt  veneration  we  are  bound  to  pay  their  virtue 
and  wifdom,  than  I  think  any  Advocate  of  Liberty  will 
dare  to  offer  {o  refptclable  a  vSenaie  .Would  it  not  be 
incompatible  with  every  icka  of  that  liberty  and  julVicc 
foi  which  America  is  now  in  arms,  to  dif-allow  an  ho- 
neft  freedom  of  defence  and  e:<pohulat:on,  or  to  fhut 
up  the.  channels  of  communicating^  intelligence,  by 
which  the  publick  may  be  truly  in  form  td  of  the,  pro- 
priety o^"  their  proceedings,  if  they  mean  to  maintain^ 
the  confidence  of  thof^  who  have  furrendered  to  them 
their  power  and  rights,  nor  for  tliieir  own,  but  the  pub^ 
lie  good  ?  Without  this  i9  pdlow.cd,  all  our  priviiedges 
are  but  an  empty  boaft,  **  the  bafelefsfahrick  of  a  vifion" 
to  which  we  are  facriiicingthe  moft  liibf^anti^l  r.eaiities, 

Out  of  refpeft  to  Congrefs,  I  h-^.ve  thus  long  deferred 
my  application  to  the  publick.  I  can  no  longer,  con- 
liilen  «*  with  my  reputation,  defer  it.  The  wounds  that 
are  given  by  the  envenom.ed  tonf^ue  of  calumny  are 
deeper,  and  more  fatal  than  the  fword  ;  they  deftroy 
what  is  dearer  than  life,  leriutarion  and  peace  of  mind  % 
^ilemiihes  on  a  man's  public  cbara^rv^r  foon'  fefter,  and 
'■'^  not  fpeedily  removed,  will  concamin'Vt^  every  thing 

out  him,  and  infe^  the  very  aii-hebreathes.  Hewhofe 
B  rcrJuiaiioQ 
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reputation  is  irjurcd,  is  ever  foTpcflecI  ;  his  fociety  is 
/hunnecl ;  he  is  looked  upon  as  dangerous,  as  a  walking 
peililence.  I  muft  not  therefore  pafs  over,  in  filence,  a 
proceeding  which  ftrikes  io  home  at  my  honoXir.  It 
would  afford  room  for  ingenious  archite£^s  to  raife  a 
pile  of  plaufibie  charges,  which  filence  is  no  ways  calcu- 
lated to  refute.  Evil  reports  are  apt  to  fpread  like  wild 
lire,  and  even  pei  Tons  not  eafily  inclined  to  it,  by  re- 
peating nnd  circulating  a  O:ory.  fnow  ball  it  from  hand  to 
hand,  whence  it  cannot  fail  to  accumulate  ;  and  where 
Ganders  have  been  fuiFercd  to  take  root,  there  are  never 
wanting  feme  perfons,  who  will  ufe  all  kinds  of  manure 
to  quicken  the  growth.  And  though  my  Friends  are 
difpofcd  to  look  upon  me  as  an  innocent  and  injured 
perfon,yetI  do  not  defire  that  they,  or  the  world,  iliould 
iet  down  fatisfied  with  a  bare  prefum.ption  of  my  inno- 
cence, as  my  enemies  have  with  that  of  my  guilt.  I  ra- 
ther wifh  tliem  to  unite,  in  calling  on  me,  to  perfift  in 
dragging  from  chelr  dark  retreats,  and  chaining  down 
thole  barking  cereeri,  thofe  pefls  of  fociety,  who  lay 
in  wait  to  prey  on  the  reputation  of  others  *,  and  to  pro- 
ceed in  laying  cpen  my  condu«^l,  and  their e-t^il  machina- 
tions, fo  long  as  any  doubt  remains  of  either,  and  the 
jncaos  of  ojbtaiaing  and  communicating  evidence  on  the 
fa<Sls,  are  within  my  power. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  tafic,  may  Ibe  permitted,  with- 
cut  offence,  to  guard  againft  a  miftake  that  fome  may, 
perhaps,  otherwife  fall  into.  They  may  fuppofe,  from 
the  pains  I  am  taking  to  vindicate  myfelf  from  ground- 
lefs  imputations,  tiiat  I  wifh,  or  aim  to  be  reRored  to 
the  place  from  which  I  have  been  removed  ;  and  that 
I  ought  rather,  on  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  ir:':ftice 
done  mc,  to  have  refigned  my  commiilion,  by  which  I 
might  have  freed  myfelf  from  much  trouble,  and  have  a- 
voided  the  public  difcred  it  of  being  removed  from  it.  After 
I  have  given  fnch  evidence,  as  I  have  done,  of  the  rea- 
6\n(:\s  with  which  I  confented  to  ferve  my  Country,  at 
tke  fiift  call,  as  a  proof  of  my  principles,  and  ot  my 

obedience 
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obedience  to  their  commands,  I  flatter  n-kyftlf  i  riiay^ 
v.iihout  ofF-nce,  be  allowed  lo  acquaint  tlie  world,  thatj 
c:i  ihe  very  firft  intimation  I  ever  received  of  the  com- 
plaints made  to  Congrefs,  I  called  for  an  iiMmediate 
hearing.  The  honourable  Member  who  informed  me 
of  them,  gave  me  a  hint  of  refignation  being  the  mod 
advileabie  ifep  to  be  taken,  in  the  like  circumilances,  to 
qr.ict  thofe  clamours.  Cuuldl  have  iirft  vindicatsd  my 
innocence^  I  Ihould  have  reiigned  with  pleafure,  for  I 
had  not  the  remoteft  wifli  to  continue  in  an  office  that 
was  fo  intolerably  burdenfoEie,  when  there  was  fuch 
VYanc  of  difcipline  to  inforce  thofe  regulations,  which 
both  the  Congrefs  and  Commander  in  Chief  thought 
were  bjft  ;  nor  did  I  think  a  fervice  that,  for  want  of 
difcipline  and  fuitablc  proviiion,  was  in  a  flare  of  the  ut- 
niofl:  anarchy  and  confufion,  fo  very  honourable,"  as  to 
have  a  delire  to  remain  in  it,  one  moment  longer,  than 
by  fo  doing  I  could  be  ufeful  to  my  Coaintry.— But  had 
I  refigned,  before  I  had  been  favoured  v/ichan  examinar 
tion  into  my  conduct,  it  might  raihcr  have  prepcfTcfled 
the  world  with  an  opinion,  that  there  was  fome  ground 
for  thofe  clamours  a^'ainfl:  me,  of  which  I  was  no  ways 
confcious.  I  detern; !iied,  therefore,  to  infiit  on  an  in- 
w2uiry  into  my  conduct,  and  having  fully  vindicated  it,  to 
have  clofed  with  their  permiilion  to  refign,  haJ  it  been 
allowed  me  to  do  fo. 

1  fhould  then  have  rejoiced  to  have  efcaped  from  that 
fcene  of  confufion  towhichi  had  been  fo  long  awitnef^^ 
and  in  which  I  could  not  be  ufeful,  to  my  former  (la- 
tlon,  in  private  life  On  this  ground  I  ccnfider  mv 
difmiflion,  not  only  as  more  honourable  than  a  refigna- 
tion, without  a  previous  juftification  of  my  conduct,  but 
than  a  continuance  in  office,  under  the  circumftances  I 
have  been  in,  alm.oft  ever  fince  I  accepttid  that  com- 
million.  But  I  particularly  rejoice  in  it,  as  it  affords  me 
an  opportunity  of  vindicating  my  conduct,  not  only  lo 
the  Whole  Congrefs,  but  to  the  Whole  World,  an^ 

having 
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having  done  it,   I  ]eave  the  event  to  that  God  who  rules  . 
the  v/oild,  and  in  whofc  hands  arc  all  our  ways. 

Every  th-ng  I  deem  neceffary,  at  prefent,  for  my  full 
jutlificaticn,  is  contained  in  the  following  letter  to"  a 
friend  at  Philadelphii,  my  meriiorial  to  General  Wafh- 
ington,  and  the  letters  and  refolvcs  of  Congreft, 
with  the  proofs  and  illuftrations  that  are  fub- 
joined  in  the  appendix.  I  fhall  make  no  other  apo- 
logy for  laying  them  before  the  publick  ia  that  form 
:\nd  order,  than  that  I  think  them  the  beft  adapted  to 
give  both  Congrcfs,  and  the  publick,  full  information  of 
the  nature  of  my  condu£l  ;  and  if,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
narrative,  the  facTts  I  adduce,  and  the  remarks  which 
arife  upon  them,  fliould  Icemto  glance  obliquely  on  any 
particulars,  I  hope  Imay  be  allowed  to  plead  that  the 
treatfiient  I  have  met  with,  and  the  nature  of  my  vindi- 
cation, requires  freedom,  and  that  I  fliall  be  cxcufed  in 
the  eye  of  reafon,  and  with  every  candid  mind,  if  I  d6 
liot  fmother  the  truth,  and  thereby  weaken  my  defence^ 
merely  to  avoid  giving  pain  to  any. 


J  LETTER  to  a  friend  at  Philadelphia. 

Bofton,  April  17,   1777- 

*'  Pudet  hcec  opprohrio:  nobis ^ 

•*  Jut  did  poiuijfe,  aut  non  poiidjfe  refelH>^ 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Am  obliged  to  you,  for  the  accounts  I  have  received 
.  of  thofc  loud  clamours,  which  have  been  circulat- 
ing through  Philadelphia,  at  my  expence,  I  have  inclof- 
•cd,  and  already  fent  to  the  poft-office,  the  news-papers 
of  laft  week,  and  of  this  day,  containing  my  anfwer  to 
thofe  injurious  charges  fo  groundlefsly,  and  yet  fo  mali- 
cioufly  propagated,  by  certain  virulent  caluminators, 
which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  open  a  door  for  a  full  and 
ample  vindication  of  the  whole  of  my  conduct ;.  a  con- 
duft  which  I  ihall  never  fuffer  to  be  traduced,  in  fo 
.    .  Tile 


(    xin     ) 

vile  a  manner,  as  nathbeen  attempted,  by  a  fet  of  weak, 
or  dcfigning  men,  whilft  I  have  a  tongue  to  Ipeak,  or  a 
pen  arid  hnnd  to  emp'oy,  to  clear  myfelf  from  ihofe 
afperiious.*  ,  It 

•  The  news-papers,  here  referred  to,  arc  the  IndrpenJcnt  Chronicle,  of  April 
loth  and  77,  and  the  Bofton  Wcrkly  Advertifrr,  of  the  I7lh  j  from  which  it 
may  br  pr.  per  to  acquaint  the  itacer,  that  in  thit  ol  .April  ihe  ^oth,  being  in- 
formed of  fome  evil  mirdcd  perfms  whe  had  tak?p  upon  t.hem  to  raife  and  cir- 
culate a  number  of  falfc  reports  ar.d  groundlrfs  elm'  uis,  at  Bofton,  on  account 
of  my  having  taken  poflTcflion  of  the  m*"dicines  ano  ihi'p  furniture  of  Dr.  Sylvrfter 
Gardner,  aid  Dr.  Wiiiiam  Perkins,  of  Bofton,  foi  the  ufe  of  ths«rwy  ;  and  to 
»1ledt'e  that  many  of  the  fuflfcrings  of  fhefick.  in  ihelaH  carr.paign,  arofe  frcm 
my  having  ursjuflly  with  held  from  tbcm  (or  from  the  Rkgim  i  nt  at.  Sur- 
SKONs)  thofefsiMes  which  they  were  entitled  to  draw  from  the  General  Hofpital, 
1  came  to  Bofton  on  purpofe  to  ca'l  upon  the  perfor  s  pointed  our,  as  the  principal 
authors  of  thole  reports,  requiring  them  to  make  good  that  charge,  and  at  the 
fame  time  inviting  any  perfcns,  who  had  ary  thing  to  (ffct  againft  me,  that  re- 
garded the  faithful  diftharije  of  my  truft,  to  ilep  for:h,  and  flate  their  accufationi?. 
I  then  pronaifed  to  lay  before  the  publick,  a  faithful  and  exa£l  account  ot  every 
proceeditog,  relative  to  the  difcharj;e  of  my  duty  in  thjs  above  ftatlon,  by  which 
the  worid  would  be  enabled  tojadge  whether  thcc!r,argcs  were  well  founded,  01 
only  proceeded  from  a  fpiiit  of  malignity  and  dettaftion. 

In  the  paaera  of  the  17th,  I  communicated  the  refult  of  that  examination, 
with  a  iettcf,  ciUing  upon  the  author  of  the  report,  concerning  the  removal  ef 
the  medicines,  to  know  what  he  had  to  offer  ;  to  which  he  returned  a  fliort 
er^fi  t  anfwer,  difclaiming  the  charge,  which  is  there  publiilied,-  together  with  a 
full  account  of  the  tranfcftion. 

In  t'Uit  pape^the  public  were  informed,  that  in  refpc£l  to  tr>e  removal  of  thi 
drugs,  medicines  and  fhop  furniture  in  queflion,  1  had  the  order  of  General  Wafh- 
ington,  in  writifi;^,  for  what  I  did,  backed  with  a  rtfolve  of  the  Council  and 
Allembly  of  the  Scattof  Maflachufetts-Bay,  after  a  frqueftiation  of  thcpropcrty 
of  thofc  perfons  ; — that  they  were  removed  to  New -York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar- 
my ,— that  whatever  was  done  by  me,  in  this  affair,  was  merely  cfBcial  j— that 
»n  inventory  of  the  whole  was  left  «/ith  the  Bofton  Ccmmiltce,  that  in  cafe  the 
former  owners  fh  uid  return  to  town,  and  be  entitled  to  claim  a  rcftituticn  of 
their  cfFedb,  the  value  might  be  duly  afuertaircd  j— tj  at  a  particular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  every  thing  done  in  this  bufinefs,  was  tranfmiited  to  the  Adjutant 
General,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander  in  Clncf,  fer  which  I  received  tharks 
for  the  matter  and  manner  of  what  I  had  done  j— and  that  an  inventory  of 
every  hofpital  doit,  remainiag  on  hand,  bfing  made  out  by  the  Apothecary  of 
the  General  Hofpital,  with  caie  andcxadlnefs,  was  tranfmitted  to  GrEcral  Wafh- 
ington  and  the  Congrefs,  of  which  1  kept  an  authc'.t'f  copy  ;  concluHing  this 
head  with  an  Jddrcfs  to  thc>fc  perfons,  to  take,  ihime  and  ccnfLfion  of  face  to 
themfclvcs,  who,  judging  only  from  the  corruption  of  the.'r  own  hearts,  appear 
to  think  it  impoftble  for  men,  to  whom  much  is  cRtruflcd,  tc  keep  free  from 
that  pollution  of  hands,  which  they  find  in  themfeives  fuch  a  pronencfs  to  con» 
tra£l. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  charge,  wh'ck  relates  to  the  w'th-holding  the  hofpitd 
4or5s  j    this  bring  reported  againft  me,  b;  Dr.  Story,  Surgeon  of  Col.  LirJc'« 

Rcgtcur-S 
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It  is  in  vain  for  any  of  my  friends  to  expecl,  that  I  will 
fet  IHII  under  the  bafe  imputations,  or  reft  fatisfied  in 
that  general  perfvvafion  they  all  have  of  my  innocence, 
or  acquielce  in  any  thing  iliort  of  a  full  and  impar» 
lialdifcuflion  of  every  particular,relative  to  my  proceed- 
ings, in  my  late  ftation. 

You  would  comtort  me  with  this  true  obfervation,tha? 
**  it  is  not  for  men  in  public  ftations,  in  times  like  ihefe, 

to 

regiment,  I  wrote  a  letter^  to  him,  April  8th,  calling  en  him  to  explain 
himfelf  for  taking  fuch  unwarrantable  licence  as  he  had  done,  afluring  him 
that  no  man,  be  his  rank  in  life  what  it  may,  Should  be  fufFcrcd  to  do  it,-  Vkici) 
impunity  ;  Dr.  Story  declining  to  take  any  not'xe  of  it,  that  letter  was  publ'fhed 
in  the  Independent  Chronicle,  of  the  17th  of  April,  with  the  fallowing  Declara- 
tion of^GoI.  Jofcph. Trumbull,  Efqj  CommifTi.y-Gcncralofthe  Amciican  ^iroy. 

To  all  luhom  it  may  com  era, 

BE  it  known,  that— wherras  I  have  been  informed  that  it  has  been  induft- 
rioufly  propagated  by  fome  cvil-minded-perfons,  in  divers  parts  of  the  Counr 
try— That  Dr.  Jokn  Morgan,  lat:  Dircdlor-General  of  the  Continental  Hcf. 
fital,  has  drawn  from  the  CommilTary-Generai's  office,  the  vyell  rations,  for  the 
il-k,  while  in  the  General  Hofpital,  and  that  he  has  pocketed  the  fame  fur  his 
own  emolunrient  ;  I  have  thle  day  made  examination  of  my  books,  clerks,  &c. — r 
and  find  that  I  have  not  a  charge  in  my  baoks,  of  A  single  PENNY  pai<i  to 
fa!d  Doftor  Moxgak,  or  any  oth;r  Hofpital  Surgeon  under  hhn,  on  account  of 
rations  for  thcfick  ;  nor  did  I  r.yer  pay  any  thing,  on  that  accpuRt,  to  DOftor 
Morgan,  fo  that  there  cannot  be  the  leafi  foundation  for  fuch  afptrfion  of  h:» 
charaftcr— I  have  paid  LARGE  SUMS  for  the  rations  of  the  fick,  in  Regimen- 
tal and  Brigade  UofpHah,  to  many  Brigade  and  Regimental  Phyficianaand  Sur- 
gloni,  but  never  a  farthing  to  faid  Doftor  Morgan,  or  any  General  Hofpital 
Phyfician  or  Surgeon  whatever. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Hartford,  2d  ©f  April,  1777. 

JOSEPH    TRUMBULL,    CommifTary-Gcneral. 

N.  B.  The  publick  are  now  informedy  that  Dr.  'Story  having  afierivards  Itt' 
l^nuated^'^tbat,  *'•  ivhen  be  ivasprofcrly  called  upon,  hi  did  net  doubt  he  /hould 
he  able  to  fr.ppcrt  ivhit  be  had  at  any  time  advanced."  I  called  upon  him  in  per-. 
jj.f,  for  an  explanation,  luben  be  thought  fu  to  deny,  that,  at  the  lery  time  he 
afi'med  tbz  fu^erir.g;  cfthefuk  tt  baz/e  arifm  from  the  caufe  ajjfgrcd,  of  ivitb- 
br-^-ding  frcni:  tie  Reginer.tal  Surgeons  or  Jick,  ivbat  be  fuppofcd  tbem  entitled  to 
draw  from  th:  Gi'H'-al  Hofpitai  {  [tt  lohicb,  however,  they  bad  no  claim)  <*  bt 
hid  any  thought  of  Dr.  Morgan  i  having  any'intention  to  defraud  the  Continent.''* 
Lajlly,  it  is  proper  it pjould  be  known  that  the  aforementioned  invitation,  if  ar.y 
nan  bad  an^  thing  te  alledge  againj}  the  faillful  difdarge  of  bis  trufi^  to  ficp 
forth  and  declare  it,  ha:  been  alp  prin'ed  in  the  Rhoie-lfland,  Connetllcut  tind 
Philadelphia  papen,  without  any  the  leafi  reply  ;  from  whence  aH  men  may  ju^gt 
bow  grotcndlefi,  as  ivill  as  malic'ious,  thofe  clamours  ivere  \  and,  no  doubly  wHlf 
*i  ^ika'fcf  injured inrocinct/ftJ a  juJi.inJign^;i$n  at  the  jytbjr:  thereof. 
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to  erv'pe*?^  to  be  free  from  cenfure,  nor  (liould  they  be 
difcouraged  at  the  obloquiGS,  wrth\rhich  feme  men  wifli 
to  ftain  their  charafteis  ;  they  ought  to  content  iherrp- 
felves  with  this  remark,  that  men  of  worth,  who  are  not 
only  innocent,  but  whofe  condu^l  is  mepitoricus,  are 
moft  Hable  to  be  traduced  by  ignorant  and  deligning 
men  ;   that  not  to  meet  "Jiith  envy  and  back-biting,  is  a 

Jrequcnt  effvEl  of  compliances^  which  ^.rguc  a  ivcaknefs 
unworthy  of  confidence  ;  that  my  friends  know  I  do  not 

"  wirti  to  be  popular  at  fuch  a  price^  but  have  rather  court- 
ed the  {landers  of  the  envious^  by  a  fteady  perfeverance 
in  my  duty,  than  lay  a  train'  for  the  compliments  of 
■fa'tererSy  by  fsTouring  their  dark  pur pofesP 

You  proceed  in  remarking,  **  That  it  is  no  unufual 
matter,  in  the  want  of  fucc&fs  in  any  undertaking,  for 
thofe  who  have  been  the  authors  of  any  public  calamity, 
in  order  to  fhift  the  fault  from  themfelves,   to  lay  it  at 

•  the  door  of  others.'* 

You  fay  you  are  convinced,  that  what  I  wrote  to  you 
of  my  fufpicions,  was  true  *,  **  that  this  cry  againft  me 
is  owing  to  my  fteadinefs  ro  difcharge  the  tiuft  repofed 
in  me,  according  to  the  bed  of  my  judgment,  knowledge 
and  abilities,  and  in  not  yielding  to  the  repeated  at- 
tempts of  ignorant  or  bad  men,  to  encroach  upon  my 
department,  who  wifhed  that  I  would  iiTue  all  expeniive 
ftores  to  their  orders,  without  their  being  accountable 
for  them,  contrary  to  my  inftru^lions,  by  which  they 
would  be  expofed  to  rapine  and  diflipation,  wnthcut  3 
poflibility  of  replacing  them,  and  my  characTcer  jufrl^ 
fuifer  for  fubmitting  to  an  unlicenfed  prodigality  and 
breach  of  duty  -nd  orders.  Ycu  obferve  that  mine  *'  is 
not  the  only  inftance  of  a  man's  reputation  being  offered 
up  a  victim  to  the  ignorance  or  ambition  of  others." 

You  tell  me  you  now  fee  cU:arly,  what  I  had  often 
told  you  before,  and  have  now  experienced  to  my  cod  :*' 
That  it  is  no  eafy  matter  for  a  perfbn,  placed  at  the  head 
of  any  department,  th::\t  requires  a  ftrijcl  and  wary  ntten- 
ti-on,    net   to  be   borne  down  by  ignoraot  or  d.^Ggnicio; 

men,- 
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men,  or  to  prefcrve  the  dignity  of  the  pkce  odmm'/jcd 
to  him,  without  which  however,  he  muft  unavoidiibly 
expofc  himfclf  to  a  thoufand  rude  attempts  to  difhonour 
his  judgment,  and  oblige  him  to  a6l  inconliftcnt  with  it." 
You  wi{h  me  to  fupport  myfelf  under  this  reflexionp 
that,  **  the  bed  provifion  thofe  men  can  make,  for  all 
events,  who  are  above  fuch  compliances  with  the  ways 
of  the  world,  a5  may  impeach  their  honour,  or  off^r 
violence  to  their  confcience  -,  and  to  whom  the  judg- 
ment and  approbation  of  the  world  is  matter  of  but  le- 
cond  conilderation,  is  to  have  a  firm  confidence  in  Pro- 
vidence, that  he  will  not  Ihffer  their  innocency  to  be  ut- 
terly opprelTed,  or  notorioufly  defamed,  and  yet  expt(ft 
the  gufts  and  ftorms  of  rumor,  envy  and  deti  action  *,  to 
look  on  tilt fe  as  ^purgatory  he  is  unavoidably  to  pafs 
through,  and  depend  upon  time,  and  the  guodnefs  of 
heaven  for  a  vindication  j  and  by  conflanily  performing 
all  the  duties  of  his  place  and  ftation  with  juftice  and 
integrity,  prove  to  all  men,  how  groundlefs  the(e  charges 
vrcrs^  that  men  of  fecret  defigns  have  imputed  to  him." 
To  thefe  judicious  reflexions  and  obfervations,  per- 
mit me  to  reply--  That  to  pafs  over,  in  filence,  a  proceed- 
ing, which  ftrikes  fohome  at  a  man's  reputation. as  that 
of  his  difmillion  from  a  public  (lation,  and  being  fuper- 
ceded,  without  a  caufe  afligned,  will  be  confidered,  by 
moft  of  mankind,  as  an  argument  of  confcious  guilt  — 
The  complaints  which  have  been  made,  ought  furely  to 
iiave  been  heard  before  a  court  of  war,  which  was 
doubtlefs  the  proper  method  of  proceeding  for  offences, 
fuppofed  to  be  committed  agamfl  the  army,  before  which 
Uich  an  inquiry  might  be  made,  as  would  determine  the 
^;alidity  of  the  acccufation,  and  how  far  the  perfon  ac- 
cufed  was  worthy  of  <:ondemnation,  acquital,  on  honoU" 
rable  acknowledgments  of  the  fervices  he  had  done,  and 
particularly  for  his  care  to  avoid  all  thofe  methods  and 
precedents,  which  men  of  lefs  fcruplc  would  have  laid 
hold  of,  for  their  own  advantage,  and  thought  even 
jufliriablc.     Is  it  not  hard  to  meet  with  fuch  treatnaent 

as 
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as  this,  wKeft  a  p^Kon's  condu^l  has  been  hlg'hly  meri'* 
toiioLis,  in  the  lacr-fi-ts  he  Has  made  by^ntciin^  into 
the  fc> vice  ;  the  lofs  he  has  rndu.ed  in  it,;  the  fatigues, 
toils  and  dang',  is  to  which  lie  has  been  expofed  ;  he 
thiowiug  himiclt  out  oF  bufuuTs,  and  niciking  himfelf  a 
marked  cha;a<5l£r  to  lervt  his  Country,  in  a  p*  ft  v  h  te- 
iii  his  counrrymerr  conc^iv•d  lie  could  be  particularly 
ufifiil,  from  his  fo'-mer  experience  and  k  o>viedi/e  i'>  mi- 
litaiyhofpiialsjwhcrn  they  could  mi^et-v\'iih  none  other  who 
had  the  f.imxf  pretence  to  cxpcnence  thai  would  accrpt  of 
it*,  and  who  has  fug  gifted,  to  theiti  thepropei  plans  for 
impt-Qviiig  and  putting  it  on  abcue  fcotiiig  thanh(^  Found 
it  ?  Muft  he,  in  fiicuce,  b-^hold  others  run  away  with  ihc 
m^^rits  of  his  peiformances  an. i  build  On  his  founda- 
tions, who  could  neither  pretend  rorhe  lame  experience, 
nordoaethelamcdury  nor  ru n  t!ie  fame  rilksanoliazaj  ds, 
and  quietly  put  up  wirh  the  mifplaccd  cenfuies  of  the 
publick  ?  Mult  he  content  h.mfelf  with  the  repeated 
**Jic  vos  noil  V9bis^  or  \\it  Mantuan  Bard  ? 

vVhere  is  the  honour  of  a  fervice,  O'  what  the  fafiTy 
of  accepting  a  place  of  twuft ,  if  the  moil  punctual  com- 
pliance with  the  orders  of  his  luperiois,  and  in  many  in- 
lUoces.contrary  to  his  ownjudgmentjiS'  tolay  the  founda- 
tion ofaman'sruin?  If  any  lub^ile.  malicious  or  vind'<5t've 
INSINUATIONS,  ou  the  onv.  hand;  or  the  ambition  ot 
afpii  Ing  men,  on  the  other  ;  ihall,  ar  any  time,  prcv:iil 
againft  thofe,  who  have  made  a  lac  ifice  of  iheir  private 
interefts,  to  follow  their  Country *s  call,  in  their  par- 
ticular ft:ation  •,  who  value  (heir  integrity  more  ihani 
popularity,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  a  .r  in  Contradic- 
tion to  their  confcience  or  judgment,  however  powerful 
attempts  arc  made  to  oblige  them  to  doit;  crifihe 
character  and  reputation  of  one,  v/ho  has  {ewzd.  the 
publick,  in  places  of  rank  apd  truft»  faithfully,  irre- 
proachably, with  honour  and  applaufe,  is  to  be  immo- 
lated to  the  MISREPRESENTATIONS  of  Others,  Or  to 
the  defignsand  wiihesofa  more  swelling  intfrest, 
witlvout  any  trial,  or  giving  the  party  accufcd  the  leait 
C  _  ROiice 
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nmicc  of  what  nature  were  the  complaints  laid  to  his 
charge,  or  who  were  his  accufers,  that  he  might  be  able 
to  {how  to  the  world,  how  groundlefs  the'accufatlons* 
were,  and  how  far  theirxlamours  were  foundeol  on  pri- 
vate pique,  difappointed  expectations,  or  fecret  refcnt- 
inf  nt  ? 

'  Docs  not  this  conduct  tend  to  overthrow  the  founda- 
tion of  civil  Liberty,  which  can  ocly  be  fecured  by  im- 
partial trials,  before  dil-interefted  Judges,  where  the  ac- 
cufed  perfon  and  the  accufers,  are  brought  face  to  face, 
and  where  full  weight  is  given  to  the  evidence  in  favour 
of  the  accufed  ?  What  line  is  there  betwixt  this  and 
DESPOTISM  ?  At  this  rate,  who  is  free  from  the  fatal 
cfFcdls  of  influence  ?  Have  not  the  States  of  America 
claimed  this  eflential  right,  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  of 
their  Liberties  ?  Or  have  Americans,  who  contend 
agalnft  what  they  declare  to  be  an  illegal  ufurpation 
from  abroad,  on  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  no  laws 
to  fecure  them  from  oppreffion  at  home  ?  Has  the  Britifh 
fubje<ft  a  defence  againft  that  of  a  King,  that  fhould  at- 
tempt to  violate  thofe  rights,  and  an  American  none 
againft  the  injufkice  of  his  equals,  when  joined  with 
power  to  injure  him  ? 

Is  it  a  misfortune,  eafily  to  be  borne,  that  any  perfons 
^ould  lay  under  a  charge,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  thofe, 
who  are  the  authors  of  it,  to  ha\'e  made  good  ?  Is  it  not 
condftent  with  the  principles  of  equity,  that  every  ac- 
cufed perfon  ftiould  be  deemed  innocent^  or  judgment  be 
fufpended  till  guilt  is  proved  ?  Let  all  confider,  what 
milchicf  may  happen  to  themfelves  if,  upon  a  general 
charge,  wiihout  the  mention  of  aiy  one  crime,  a  perfon 
is  to  be  degraded  from  his  rank  and-olHce  j  for  who  is 
fecure  from  the  confequcncf  .^  o>-  ucha  precedent  ?  Or, 
if  mV-.a  o^  ^ecrk  defjgiis  can  'thus  ihcner  themfelves,  by 
jacr-Qcing  thofr,  who,  from  a  fenl'e  of  duty,  remain  im- 
moveable againft  everv  effort  to  draw  thrm  afide  from 
thel^  ^tJty,  who  is  certain  that  he  ihall  el'cape  the  dan- 
?>«r  ? 

To 
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To  INCAPACITATE,  in  this  manner,  is  no  fuch  fmaU 
punifhmcnt,  that  a  man  may  cafily  endure,  though  he 
be  innocent.  *'  It  is  to  scourge  ;  it  is  to  whip  with 
SCORPIONS  ;  it  is  a  punijhment  calculated  only  for  Ge- 
nerous MINDS,  thus  to  rob  men  of  their  Honours  *,**  it 
iz  to  lay  a  ftain  upon  them,  which,  though  undelerved, 
a  whole  life  is  too  fliort  to  efface  the  impreflloa,  with* 
out  it  be  fully  vindicated  ;  and,  to  thsm,  is  worfe  than 
death.  It  reaches  to  innocent  friends  and  relatives,  who 
would  rather  hear  of  their  death,  than  their  difgrace. 
It  is  to  deftroy  a  man's  peace  of  mind  •,  it  is  to  expofe 
him  to  the  tongue  of  flander,  and  the  rude  attempts^  of 
wicked  men,  who,  by  their  behaviour,  feem  to  think  it  a 
merit  t0  load  him  with  reproaches,  as  one  without  the 
fhadow  of  a  virtue, 

^^  Nulla  virtute  redem^ium 

*'  a  vitiis'' 
But  if  I  am  proved  guilty  of  mifcondu£l  in  my  office,  let 
my  guilt  meet  with  its  defert  j  but  on  me.,  on  me  alone, 
let  the  public  indignation  fall  :  Let  not  one  friend  ever 
pity  me  :  Let  every  trace  of  fympathy  and  compaffioa 
be  obliterated  from  the  tender  breaft  of  every  relative  , 
of  every  dear  and  tender  connexion  I  On  the  other 
hand,  if  I  am  found  innocent,  I  muft  infifi:  upon-  my 
right,  of  publickly  nlTerting  and  maintaining  that  inno- 
cence, although  hofts  of  evil-minded  men  fhould  oppofe 
themfelvcs  to  the  attempt,  and  I  truft  in  Heaven,  that  it 
will  come  forth,  on  the  teft,  as  gold  tried  in  the  furnace, 
without  mixture  of  alloy. 

Nor  fliall  I  reft,  at  eafe,  till  my  vindication  is  as  well 
known,  and  circulated  as  far  as  the  malice  of  my  accufers 
has  fpread,  and  the  difreputation  fully  wiped  away, 
which  the  Congrefs  has  caft  upon  me,  by  To  fliameful  a 
difmiflion  from  office^  on  a  mere  accufation,  without 
proof,  and  without  an  hearing, although  repeatedly  called 
for  before  that  took  place  ;  and  I  apprehend  it  will  be 
found,  upon  proper  inquiry,  that  at  the  rifk  of  my  re- 
putation,fo  grolly  and  fhamefuUy  infulted^and  of  popular 

favour:^    '^ 
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favour,  whirh  I  might  eafily  have  acquired  however, 
ai  -he  trifing  ex^ciice  of  hmaiiry  and  of  tlr  tnift  repofedhi 
7nc  by  Congrefs,  whilft  I  was  fighting  in  their  cawfe, 
tav.ng  e;capcd  die  (ecret  ambi\£h'.^s  ot-"  latent  enemies,  I  ' 
v.ts  placed,  Uriah  like,  in  the  foiefront  of  battle,  nmidft 
cnc'n- i  i,  Tet  in  foi  mid.ible  array  againft  me ;  then  deferted, 
and  left  to  fall,  unfupportcd,  by  thole  who  placc4  me 
there  i  a  d  whoO  duty  it  was  to  have  protected  me 

If  one, who  being  only  acrountabk,  by  his  commiilion, 
to  the  Congreft  and  Commander  in  Chief,  and  who  was 
n  ore  particuliariy  under  their  wmg,  could  not  be  fiiel- 
tci  td,  even  by  ihem,'  from  fo  furious  an  onfet,  fuch  a 
violation  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  till  he  could 
be  brought  to  trial,  and  his  guilt  or  innocence  eftablifhed 
cn  undeniable  evidence,  I  afk,  once  more,  who  then  is 
ikFe?        •      ■ 

You  have  gone  on.  Sir,  to  tell  me,  **  that  on  the  firft 
rumour  of  my  difmiffioru  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
£  11  took  place,  you  felt  all  that  indignation  that  might 
b  expt(5l  d  from  frier dfhip,  on  fo  interefling  an  occa- 
ii  n  J  but  ihat  you  fuffered  but  a  few  moments  of  re- 
flLftion  to  take  p  ace,  before  you  were  convinced  of  the 
falfity  of  the  charges,  which  you  fay,  you  are  fure  I  can 
clear  up  to  the  entire  fatisfadtion  of  an  impartial  world  ; 
ms  you  proceed,  you  enter  into  the  fenlibilities  of  my  own 
iher^'-r.  on  the  fiift  news  of  my  being  treated  fo  unwor- 
ehily.**       .  = 

As  you  diCcover  a  defire  to  know  what  reception  thefe 
rumours  met  with  from  myfelf,  J  mufk  inform  you  of 
certain  circumftances  that  prepared  me,  in  fome  fort,  to 
think  that  ill  offices  had  been  done  mc,  by  unknown 
perfons  ;  which  I  was  determined,  if  pofiiblc,  to  find  outo 
I  acknowledge  that  Ifeltrelentm.ent  riling  in  my  brcaft,on 
.occafion  thereof,  the  firft  emotions  of  which  I  could  not 
^upprefs  ;  I  was  refolvcd  to  reftrain  them,  however,  till 
J  had  fet  on  foot  an  inquiry  i.^to  the  canfes  of  fuch  treat- 
ment,as  I  met  with,  and,1f  matters  were  not  explained  to 
my  fatisfadtiODa  to  iefign  my  commiilioD,  and  bid  adieu 
■  ^  ■  to 
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to  a  fervlcc,  in  "which  an  injui7  was  offered  to  my  fenfe 
of  honour. 

By  the  votes  of  Congrefs,  October  the  9th,  it  feems  I 
vas,  in  efft(ft,  degraded  fiom  the  rank  ot  Dirccfloi  Ge- 
neral and  Phyfician  in  Chief,  to  the  rank  of  Dic-i<^tor 
only,  and  1  elbiifted  to  the  department  on  the  Eaft  tide  of 
Hudfon's-River  ; — vvhilftthe  Dire^lor  of  the  flying  camp, 
who  had  been  appointed,  after  the  campaign  began,  to 
the  tt^mporary  fervice  of  that  campaign,  without  waiting 
the  ifl'ue  of  his  fervices,  was  put  on  an  e<jual,  or,  to  lay 
the  truth,  a  preferable  footing,  contrary  to 'he  rules  and 
dilcipline  of  war  *  Inftead  of  making  his  reports  to 
me,  as  Director- General,  as  had  beenfoimerly  ordered, 
by  a  Refolve  of  Congrefs,  July  17,  we  werebo'h.to 
make  our  reports  to  Congrefs,  I  v/as  ordered  to  eftab- 
lifh  an  Hospital,  at  a  pjoper  difl:ance  from  camp,  for 
the  army  polled  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  Nortb-River, 
when  there  was  no  convenience  for  dc>ing  it  on  that  fide, 
at  any  fuitable  diftance,  being  hemmed  in  by  the  two 
rive  s,  and  the  enemy's  forces,  on  either  fide.  He  was 
to  ei^Ablifh  an  Hofpital  in  the  Jerfeys,  on  the  Weft  of 
Hudfon's-River,  and  to  dire6l  it,  where  alone  any  fiiita*- 
ble  accommodations  could  be  provided  for  the  fick,  with. 
any  the  leaft  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  army,  or 
the  prefervation  of  the  ftck.  Here  almpft  the  v/hole  of 
the  Hofpital  ftores  and  medicines  were  lodged,  snd  near 
one  half  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons  and  Mates  of  my  de-, 
partmcacwete  ;  as  well  as  all  the  wounded  brought  from 
Long-Ifland,   and  the  fick  of  the   General  Hofpital  at 

New- York, 

*  That  I  OT'trht  not  mi^'kf,  I  wrote  tr  Mr.  Gsrry,  a  Member  of  Cofigrf  fs,for 
aa  explanation  of  that  rcfaivc  :  His  anfvrer  Is  »«  follows. 

Pbiladdpbia.,  Nrvemhir  zo,   1 7 76. 

<*  I  have  received  your  favour  of  chc  yth  i'nftant.  Vl'ith  rcfreft  tc  the  meaning 
of  the  refolve  of  o'd«ringthe  '-Directors"  to  takrcare  of  the  fick. as  they  may 
be  on  the  E-jft  or  Weft  fide  of  the  river  ;  it  apoears  to  mc  to  be  this,  that  what. 
ever  fick  of  (-he  sTrmy  {hall  happea  to  be  on  the  Eaft  fide,  thev  /ha'l  be  under  the 
care  ofyourftlf  •    and  the  others  under  dircG^on  of  Dr.  Shtpp  kk," 

I  am  well  informed,  by  a  gentleman  of  unqutftionablc  honour  and  veracity, 
and  who  Had  (ttr.  his  letter  to  Dr.  Ship? en,  about  the  fzmt  tiirc,  that  h'e 
sddr«fstohins  wasjto  Ur.  SHipycNj^Dire^or-Gcneial,  Ice."  <«  Aword  to  the 
wife." 
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Kew-Yorki  who,  as  the  obje£l  of  my  peculiar  care,  were 
conveye'  to  tiie  Jcriies,  for  their  greater  fafcty  and  bet» 
ter  accommodation. 

Ac  This  very  jundlurc,  it  was  the  General's  pleafure 
that  I  fhovld  proceed  to  Hackinfack,  oi'  the  Weft  fide 
of  the  liver,  to  eftablifh  other  hofpitals  for  the  increaiing 
lick.  I  applied  to  him,  to  know  in  what  light  I  was  to 
conlider  thoie  refolves  5  and  whether,  conliftently  with 
them.  I  could  c«>ntinue  to  eftablifh  hofpitals,  or  provide 
for  the  fick,  that  fhould  be  carried  from  the  Eaft  to  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  river,  fo  that  they  fhould  remain  under 
my  own  care  and  fupcrintendence,  or  whether  I  was 
DOC,  by  ihofe  relblves,  to  be  deprived  of  the  only  hofpi- 
tals I  had^  that  were  fit  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
iicjc  and  wounded,  and  of  the  principal  hofpital  ftores 
which  I  had  left,  that  I  could  command  ;  they  being,  at 
the  retreat  from  New- York,  fent  to  Newark,  the  only 
place,  where  they  could  be  difpenfed  with  fafety  and  con- 
venience, for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  on  New- York  ifland, 
and  in  its  .neighbourhood. 

But  General  Wafhington  and  General  Green,  who 
was  prefent,  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  refolves  of 
Congrefs  extended  only  to  diftinguifh  the  two  armies, 
for  which  feparatc  hofpitals  were  to  be  eftablifhed  j  that 
I  was  direcSrcd  to  eftablifii  one  for  the  fick  and  wounded 
of  General  Waftiington*S  army,  that  was  pofted  on 
the  Eaft  fide  of  Hudlon's-River  ;  and  that  the  other 
gentleman  was  to  take  care  of  the  fick  of  the  flying 
camp,  and  fuch  other  of  the  troops,  as  happened  to  be 
then  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  North-River,  which  was 
only  a  temporary  ftntion.  This  iriew  of  matters,  in  fome 
meafure,  compofed  my  apprehenfions  at  that  time.  I 
was  unwilling  ro  admit  the  fwppofition  that  Congrefs, 
which,  I  was  bound  to  think,  wiihed  order  and  fubordi- 
nation  to  be  kept  up  in  every  department  of  the  army, 
intended  that  he  fhould  interfere  with  my  power,  and 
fupei  ior  appointment  of  Direcftor-General,  though,  for 
the  fake  of  orcfent  convenience,  he  might  be  ordered  to 

make 
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make  Lis  report  dlre^lly  toCongrefs.  I  therefore  conclud- 
ed,as  well  from  the  conflruflion  put  upon  it  by  the  Gene- 
rals, as  fi'om  the  reafonablcnels  of  the  thing  iifejf,  that  I 
was  not  prohibited  from  fixing  hofpitals,  eirher  on  the 
caft  or  weft  fide  of  the  river,  as  belt  anfwered  for  the 
army  pofted  on  the  eaft  fide.  I  could  not  conceive  that 
the  lives  of  the  men, that  compofed  that  army,were  to  be 
facriticed,  by  a  Hmitati^on  of  the  place  in  which  they  were 
to.be  taken  care  of,  or  that  a  plan  was  laid  for  reducing 
me  to  a  mere  cypher,  and  to  throw  the  whole  power  of 
the  department  into  the  hands  of  an  inferior  ofiicer,  as 
Do(5lor  Shippcn  certainly  was,  however  he  might  affect 
an  equality. 

Agreeable  to  this  inference,  I  repaired  to  Hackinf^ck, 
by  the  General's  order,  to  direct  the  necelTary  provilion 
to  be  made,  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the 
fick,  from  York  ifland,  and  dktCted  a  fecond  divifion  of 
*the  Hofpital  Surgeons,  of  my  immediate  department,  to 
attend,  and  take  the  care  of  them. 

Although  I  never  was  allowed- to  be  abfent  from  the 
army,  and  fcarcely  permitted  to  be  at  any  diftance,  for 
the  fliorteft  time,  from  Head-Quarters;  yet  the' great 
iveight  of  providing  for,  and  taking  care  of  the  fick  of 
the  whole  army,  refted  on  my  fhoulders  alone  •,  ard  yet 
my  hands  were  fo  tied  up  by  refolves  of  Congrefs,  and 
general  orders,  as  to  leave  little  freedom  for  proper  ex- 
ertions. In  particular,  I  had  no  Deputy  or  Afiiftant 
under  me,  to  H^iarc  anv  part  ot  the  burden  of  my  de- 
partment, however  extcnfive.  One  iSurgeon  and  five. 
Mates  were  all  that  had  been  allowed  me,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  this  tin-ie»  for  every  five  thoufand  men  ;  when 
at  leaft  one  thoufanJ  nitn,  in  eveiy  five,  were  iometimcs 
confidercd  as  unfit  for  duty.  And  ihougli  I  w^i?  called 
Upon,  as  If  I  was  a  ComniilTary,  to  at!  end  to  the  daily  pro- 
vlfion  returns  of  all  the  fick  in  the  army  ,i"pread  thro' many 
miles,  not  only  of  the  hofpital,  but  the  regimental  fick, 
and  to  provide  them  widi'accommodations,  as  a  Barrack- 
Madt^r,  and  -vridihofpital  furnii'jre,  as  a  Qj-iartcr-  Mafter^^ 
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and  that,  contrary  to  the  rcfolves  of  Congrefs  {Co  igno-  - 
rant  and  unrcafonable  were  the  Regimental  Surgeons, 
and  even  fome  of  the  militia  Generals,  in  requiring  it) 
yet  I  had  no  other  aid,  than  what  could  be  afforded  me 
by  thofe  gentlemen,  who  had  only  the  rank  and  pay  of 
Hofpital  burgeons,  but  who  were  obliged  to  do  the  duty 
of  Deputy  Directors;  for  which  I  wiflied  them  to  be 
cloathed  with  more  power,  chan  they  were  entitled  to,  " 
Vfhen  a(Sling  under  the  limple  conimiflion  of  Sujgeons. 

Perhaps  artful  men  may  here  alledge,  that  I  ought, 
therefore,  to  have  fubmittcd  lo  the  difficulty,  vind  dif- 
chargcd  my  care  oF  the  fick,  of  the  a:  my ,  on  the  weftern 
Dirc£lor.  I  would  alk  them  for  what  purpofc,  whether 
to  bury  him  with  the  load,  when  he  could  no  more  take 
care  of  the  lick  of  the  flying  camp  only,  than  I  could  of 
the  whole  army,  unlels  by  depriving  me  of  my  own  offi- 
cers and  ffores  ;  or  was  it,  to  reduce  me  to  a  cypher,  in 
order  to  raiie  'him  into  importance  ?  Had  the  Congrels  , 
fuppofed  that  I  had  too  much,  and  he  too  little  to  ^o,  I  | 
would  cheerfully  have  transferred  to  him  the  fupcrin- 
tendence,and  management  of  as  many,  as  his  heart  defii'^ 
cd,  only  rcferving  my  rank,  and  the  command  of  my 
own  uiliccrs,  hofpitals  and  ftores.  But  1  have  good 
grounds  to  believe,  that  his  underhand  attempts  to  in- 
terfere v^ith  me,  in  my  department,  and  his  intereft  with 
a  partirular  fet,  which  has  been  employtd  to  effe£l  my 
removal, with  a  view  to  promote  his  defign  of  fucceeding 
me,  have  operated  more  powerfully  to  accomplilh  it, 
'than  all  others, that  have  been  held  up,  as  the  oftenfiblc 
caufes  of  my  removal;  which,,  however  he  may  think, 
from  being  tranfidted  behind  a  curtain,  they  lye  conceal- 
ed, can  be  ealily  traced  to  their  author,  and  are  of  a 
tiffue  with  the  reft  of  his  conduct  towards  me,  on  flmilar 
occafions. 

But  whilft  I  was  left  deflitute  of  help,  what  afiiftance 
was  allowed,  in  the  mean  while,  to  the  Director  of  the 
flying  camp  ?  I  was  well  affured,  from  his  own  lips,  that  . 
he  had  not  long  adled  ia  that  ftation,  before  he  was. 

complimented 
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fjomplimcnted  with  the  appointment  of  a  deputy,  having 
the  rank,  title  and  pay  of  Affiftant-DireOor,  or,  as  he 
told  me,  however  ftrange  and  inconiiilent  it  n-isj  ap-  • 
pear,  of  Afliftint-Director-Geneial.  Thus  ii  fares  with 
the  man.  I  will  not  fay  as  Haman  did,  whom  the  king 
delights  to  honour  ;  but  whom  governing  ^connexions 
chuic  to  make  conrtderable,  at  ihc  expcncc  of  others. 

However  this  was  effc^ied,  whether  by  his  own  fore- 
cad.,  or  that  of  hi.?  fiiends,  will  any  man  pretend  to  Hiy* 
thit  this  appointment,  and  the  manner  of  Wording  ths 
refois^rs  pV  Congrefs,  October'  9th,  did  not  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  neft  eggs,,  on  which  to  brood  and  hatch  de- 
HjTSj  not  though:  of  by  Congrefs,  as  a  hody  ?  What 
will  Indifferent  men  think  of  thefe  refolves,  fo  contrary 
fQ  my  commifllon  of  Dirt:<n:or- Genera!,  October  17,- 
17:5,  and  the  report  of  Congrefs,  Auguft  20th,  to  ef- 
tabUdi  my  rank  beyond  difpute  ?  See'  the  appendix, 
pagv>30. 

VVhilH:  fvich  an  auxiliary  appointment  is  made  to  give 
weight  and  importance  to  a  temporary  DireiStor  of  a  fly- 
ing camp  *,  and  refolves  procured  afterward^,  to  raife 
him  to  greater  importance,  and  to  bring  me  down  to  a 
level  ;  and  when  fubfequent  meafures  are  j^aken,  to  dif- 
polTefs  me  of  the  powers  of  asStion,  to  tyc  up  my  hands, 
and  yet  to  make  me  accountable  for  niisfortunes,  beyond 
human  reach  to  prevent,  and  for  the  mifconducl  of 
others  ;  to  transf^rrmy  ftores,  my  hofpitals,  my  furgeons 
and  officers,  to  another;  and  yet  blame  me  for  the  confe- 
qucnces  :  who  is  fo  blind  as  to  fee  no  defigns  in  all  this, 
or  io  wilful,  as  to  afcribe  the  whole  to  m^re  accident  ? 
Is  k  not  manifcft,  that  the  Dire<5lor  and  his  attachments, 

4ave,  from  his  Bill  coming  into  the  ftrvice,  pui fLU-dfuch 
fcafnres,  as  they  conceived  weie  beft  calculated  to 
raife  l\i:n  over  the  fhoulders  of  every  mnn,  who  Hood 
•n  his  way,  and  to  cooftitute  him  Head  of  the  dcppjrt- 
~cat.  How  truly  Machiavohan  has  been  his  condu<n:, 
and  thofe  who  hvive  affifled  hiyi,  fer fax  ntquc  7ufiiSy  to 
nccompli/hhi?  endsj  wliethcr  ricl\t  or  wrung*  to  make 
D  ^'  aii 
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ail  thiTags  futrcrvlcnt  ta them  ;  *'to  couzcn  and  dcccrrc,  fo 
!cng  as  it  aiifwered  any  purpofc»  and  might  contribute 
to^hat  hedcfiied  upon  motives,  how  foreign  lb  cTer; 
and  when  that  filled  further  to  fer^c  his  puipofes,  to 
compcll  fubmiilion,  by  force^  t.o  what  perfon^  are  not 
ible  to  oppofe  ?  How  confiftcnt  is  fuch  condu€l  with 
fuch  principles  ?  Where  men  have  entertained  defigns, 
thnt  arc  void  of  all  confcience,  they  muft  not  think  to 
profccute  them,  by  the  rules  of  confcience,  which  was 
laid  afide,  or  fubdued,  before  they  entered  upon  them  ; 
and  muft  make  no  fcruple  of  doing  all  thofe  things, 
which  are  neceil'uy  to  compafs  that,  to  which  they  have 
devoted  themfelves."*  I  am  perfuaded,  thatbothhe,  and 
his  adherents,  hav^  not  only  watched  for,  but  made  oc- 
cafions,  to  ferve  as  a  plaufible  pretext,  for  difplacing  me, 
to  accomplifh  their  own  wifhes.  I  am  not  more  aflur- 
edly  convinced  of  my  own  exiftence,  than  I  am  fully 
perfuaded,  that  had  any  other  perfonbeen  Director  of  the 
flying  camp,  and  were  it  not  for  that  objc<^j  no  clamours 
of  the  fufferings  of  the  fick,  which  were  trumpeted 
through  every  btate,  nor  any  other  charge  of  mifman- 
agemcnt,  would  have  been  laid  at  my  door  ;  or  that  I 
fhould  have  Tiad  an  opportunity  given  mc  of  being 
heard  in  my  defence,  and  that  my  condu(Sl  would  have 
been  fully  vindicated,  and  my  reputation  for  diligence 
and  fidelity,  in  the  difcharge  of  my  truft,  have  been  ef- 
tabliflied,  beyond  the  reach  of  calumny. 

That  I  may  not  feem  to  advance  this,  wIihoHt  a  rea- 
fon,  I  fliall  not  place  the  whole  ftrefs  of  the  argumert 
ijpon  the  flngle  circumftance  of  no  particular  charge 
being  ever  made  known  to  me,  by  Congrefs,  although  J 
repeatedly  applied  to  know  what  was  the  acculation,  ai^^ 
"^ho  were  my  accufcrs,  and  no  other  perfon  was  ever 
called  upon,  in  the  department,  none  accufed,  or  Ibught 
after,  as  if  I  was  anfwerable,  not  only  for  every  fuppofed 
crime  that  could  be  allcdgtd  againftanypart  of  it.  but  for 
meremisfortunes ;  on  which  I  have  been  proceeded  againff , 
and  treate^i  in  amanner,  that  Jbclieve,has  no  precedent ;  I 

^  M»ch2i(V<r«  (>oJitIc«i  pilnclplc*.  J(ha.U 


(      XXVli       ,. 

fiiiM  produce  fuch  circumftaaccs,  as;  I  truft,  wiU  ecu 

vince  impartial  men,  that  the  oftendble  caufes  of  my  difr 
iniliion,   were   not    the    true  ones  ;  and  that  Congref? 
had,   in  faft,  no  well  grounded   charge,    to  juftify  the 
Rieafure,   which   fome  peiTons  were  lo   rcib^utcly  bent 
upon,  as  to  be  afraid,  if  I  were  admitted  to  an  hearing, 
their  defigns,  of  effc(Sling  my  removal,  would  have  been 
fruftraied,   I  think  the  one  I  have  already  pointed  out  will 
be  found,  on  an  impartial  inquiry,  to  be  the  conditio  fine 
qua  non  ;  or  rather,  the  efilcient  caufe  of  that  event  •, 
i  mean  that  I  ftood-in  the  way  of  an  ambitious  man, 
whom  his  adherents  dv^termincd,  be  the  conf.  qacnces 
what  they  might,  to  raife  to  the  iirft  rank  in  the  depart- 
ment, and  either  oblige  mft  to  bend,  as  a  reed,  before 
him, or,  like  a  ftubborn  oak,  to  be  torn  up  by  tlie  roots, 
for  refifting  the  tempefi  ;  and  lo  plant  him  on  my  ruin. 
I   had    intimations   given  me,    more  than  once,  that 
pains  would  betaken,   to  deprive   me  of  my  rank  and 
diftinclion,  to  make  room  for  a  riling  competitor.     I  did 
not  readily  believe,  yet  did  not  wholly  di (credit  the  in- 
telligence.   I  wrote  to  ibmc  members  of  Congrefs,  whon^ 
I  looked  upon  as  my  friends,  to  guard  againft  any  flep, 
v^hich,  through  feeming  inattentiou  to    military  rules, 
might  make  it  impracticable,  condftent  with  th.)lc  rules, 
as  a  man  of  fpirit,  to  remain  in  the  fervice.     1  ruld  them 
1  did  not  feek  for  any  extent  of  power,  nor  v/as  I  averfe 
to  any  limitation  of  it,  in  my  ovAi  cafe,  compaiible  with, 
that  fenie  of  honour,  which  is  fuppofcd  necelury  to  ac- 
tuate and   quicken   msn,   in   every    army.     I  did  not, 
know,  till  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
grefs, to  rectify  that  rniftake;  that  r;Aiik,  precedence  and 
honour,  arc  all  xionfenfe,  and  not  looked  for  ia  our  ar- 
my ;  and  truly,  if  we  may  judge  from  effects,  they  carry 
too  much  convi6lion,  that  a  fenie  of  honour  is  no  virtue,  iri 
his  eftimation,  whatever  it  may  be  in  that  of  fome  men^ 
of  a  more  liberal  way  of  thinking,  bo':h  in  Congress  and 
in  the  army.     I  took  the  liberty  to  write  to  the  Preiiden?. 
oi  the  Congrefs,  himfelf^  <*  lh;U  I  hoped  there  would  b^ 
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no  iinncccfmry  abiidgement  ofV^nk  and  authciity  in  my 
perfon,  vvhiHl  I  continutd  in  ofiicc,  th.it  was  neceflaiy 
for  th(2  head  of  the  department,  Jh  the  ptrfon  of  my 
predccelTor,  and  wa?  coniiilent  with  real  nfefulnefs,  to 
ivhich  I  expreiTed  it  to  be  my  dcfire,  thnt  every  other 
confideration  fhould  give  way,  as  it  would  imply  a  re- 
jQ<?xion  upon  me,  whidi  I  was  m: willing  to  luppoJc  I 
2iieritcd." 

I  alfo  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  Congrcfs,  on  a  double 
account',  firft,  to  know  the  extent  of  my  power,  and 
that  of  the  feveralDirecflors,  fcr  ihti  fake  of  condu<fling 
buiincfs  in  its  proper  channel  *,  and  next,  to  get  that 
rank,  which  was  allowed  me  by  Congrefs,  properly  re- 
cognized by  the  feveral  Dfrc<!^ors,  to  avoid  miftakes. 
Dr.  Stringer,  one  of  the  Dircjflors,  had  not  only  dif- 
puted  it  with  me,  and  refufed  to  make  his  returns  to 
me,  as  Direftor-General,  as  Congrefs  required  j  but 
appealed  to  Congrefs  for  its  decifion,  which  was  given 
in  my  favour.     $ee  appendix,  page  30.  ' 

Although  my  application  to  him  was  refpeO:ful,  and 
as  I  informed  him,  only  made  with  a  view  to  knov/  my 
jftation,  and  that  of  others,  that  I  might  perform  the  du- 
ties cxpe<5led  of  me,  without  interference  with  anv  5  in^ 
Head  of  favouring  me  with  any  extract  from  therefolvcs 
of  Congrefs,  to  which  I  referred  for  information,  he 
faw  fit  to  fijbftitute  his  own  di(flates,  in  place  of  thofc  of 
Congrefs.     See  page  i49,  150,  5cc. 

JMy  rank  and'  authority  being  fecurcly  fenced  in,  by 
repeated  a£ls  and  refolvcs  of  Congrefs,  there  was  no 
pofiibility  for  the  Dirciftor  of  the  fiying  camp,  or  his 
friends,  to  accomplifh  their  fecrct  purpofcs,  without  firffc 
breaking  down  the  feparating  wall  of  diftinc^ion.  By 
this  means,  the  pcrfon,  who  would  not  fubmit  to  be  de- 
graded from  hid  rank,  would  fee  obliged  to  ref:gn,  aiid, 
to  injure  fuccefs,  it  was  eafy  for  artful  perfons  to  ex- 
cite or  encourage  complaints,  and  to  bring  them  before 
Congrefs,  to  afford  a  pretext  for  difplacing  him.  But 
then  it  was  of  confcquenge,  that  he  fhould  be  kept    ig- 

nuxar-t 
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fjosant  of  thofc  complaints,  and  of  his  accufers.  ind  t© 
prevent  his  obtaining  an  hearing, led  he  fhou'd  vindicate 
himi'elf,  and  thereby  difappoint  th-iir  hopes.  Nothing 
£Ould  anfwcr  their  parpofes  better,  than  to  pufli  for  ob- 
taining his  difrniflion,  without  a  trial,  which  might 
enable  him  to  clear  lumfclt  from  all  arperiions,andju{tify 
his  conduct  m  the  face  of  Day,  to  the  confufion  of  his 
enemies. 

After  this  detail  of  fadls,  compared  with  the  fcver&l 
refoives  of  Congrtfs,  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  wirh 
the  relation  I  am  about  to  give  of  the  particular  beha- 
viour.of  the  Diredlur,  in  confequence  of  tkem  j  let 
every  impaitial  man  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and 
alk  himieif,  ingenuoufly,  what  he  thinks  of  the  whole 
matter,  and  of  the  feveral  appearances,  which  concur, 
in  an  uniform  feriss  to  point  to  one  obje(n:  t  Will  they 
view  the  reiblves  of  October  91!!,  and  the  manner  of 
wording  them,  after  all  that  had  pafTcd,  as  a  mere  ac- 
cidental mode  of  cxprcfiion,  in  men  fo  wife,  fo  much 
accuftomed  to  weigh,  and  fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
import  of  words  and  the  force  of  language,  and  as  ©n- 
ly  intended  to  re-iterate,  and  renew  former  appoint- 
ments, without  any  dciign,  in  thofe  who  framed  the  rc- 
folve,  I  will  not  fay  to  throw  dull  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Members  of  Congrefs,  in  general,  but  to  draw  thera 
into  a  meafure,  of  which  they  might  not  coniider  its 
tendency,  not^only  of  cfFcifting  an  alteration  in  one  de« 
partment,  but  of  making  fuch  an  entire  innovation  upon 
another,  as  was  rot  generally  tfceught  of,  and  would 
lead  to  the  gieat  changes  that  have  fmcc  taken  place  ?  . 
Can  it  be  laid  that  neither  ifie  Secretaiy,  who,  though 
no  Member  of  Ccngiels,  has  an  inteitft  with  many  of 
them,  without  doois  •,  nor  any  of  the  numters  tbem- 
felves,  were  apprized  of  the  diilicultics  that  would,  un- 
avoidably, ariie  from  a  reiblve  of  Corgi cfs,  calculated 
to  throw  down  the  foimer  fettled,  dillinclions. of  July  17. 
177J,  and  1776^  and  Aug;ul1  20,  lafl  ;  in  which  my  rank 
ifrtis  fo  clearly  rccojnixw  J  and  tfl^l.ilhcd.    Cn?partofn:y 


(       XXX       ) 

fViAiid  (o  Philaddphia,  laft  Tune,  was  to  confer  with  the 
Committee  of  Congrefs,  on  the  neceiTary  eftabllfhments 
for  keeping  up  a  clear  and  regular  fubordination  in  the 
General  Hofpital,  througli  all  its  various  departments, 
and  this  was  the  fubjecl  oi  feverallctieis,  to  different 
IViembers.  If  any  of  the  Members  of  Congrefs  had  dif- 
covered,  in  me,  aay  want  of  abilities,  for  fo  important  a 
fio{\  i  is  it  not  realbnable  to  imagine  they  would  have 
openly,  and  avowedly,  afligned  it  as  a  caule^of  difquali- 
fication  ?  But  did  they  ever  do  it  ?  Nay  ;  what  fays  the 
Secretary,  himfelf,  in  his  letter,  of  Auguft  14,  by  way  of 
making  fonie  acknowledgment  for  the  miflake  he  had 
committed,  in  his  former,  of  Augurt  2d.  It  is  the 
teftimony,  not  of  a  friend,  but  an  enemy,  and  onCi 
whom  I  believe  to  be  a  deep  agent  in  my  removal.  I 
will  therefore  quote  his  very  words  ;  for  '*/as  eft  ab 
hcjle  docerir       -  ,: 

**  There  is  no  man,  Sir,  acquainted  with  you,   who 
can  doubt  of  your  abilities.      All  the  world  bears  wit-    J 
ncfs  of  them  ,   and  the  learned  in  Europe,  who  muft  be    ^ 
allowed   to  be  the  beft  judges,   have  given  ample   tefti- 
mony,  by  the  honours   they  have  heaped  upon  you. 
While  you  exercife  your  great  talents,  for  the  benefit  of  * 
thofe  entrufted  to  your  care,  your  Country  will  honour 
you,  and  pofterity  will  do  you  juftice -,  even  though 

Dr.  S ,  when  you  chance  to  meet,  fhould  refufe  to 

give  you  precedence." 

I  proceed  to  the  relation  of  what  happened,  in  con- 
fequence  of  thofe  refplves  of  Congrefs,  of  October  9th, 
and  the  ftrange  behaviour  of  Dr.  Shippen,  the  weftern 
Dire<rtor,  thereupon. 

Being  at  Hackinfick,  foon  after  this  **  nevj  arange- 
TiXentT  as  he  was  pleafed  to  flile  it,  took  place,  I  employ- 
ed myfelf,  with  all  poinble  indqftry.  to  put  the  hofpital 
affairs  in  fuch  a  train,  at  Hackinfack,  that  Dr.  Warren 
might  condu<^  them,  without  my  prefence  afterwards, 
that  I  might,  without  hinderance,  be  able  to  proceed  to 
Eke  White -PLiinS;  to  which  piace^  General  Waflaingtosp 

and 
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and  the  army  under  him,  had  marched,  a  day  or  two  be- 
fore -,  and  ihe  Britifh  troops  were  taking  the  fame  rout, 
I  called,  therefore,  on  Genera}  Green,  at  his  camp,  near 
Fort-Lee,  to  reprelent  to  him  the  fituaiion*  of  the  iick, 
at  Hackinfack,  and  to  requelt  his  orders  for  procuring 
Dr.  Warren  fuch  afliftancc,  from  the  Quarter-Mafter- 
General'sj.and  the  Commiflarial  departments,  as  he  re- 
quired. I  met  the  weftem  Director  there,  who,  with  .1 
peculiar  freedom,  becoming  the  elevation  to  which  he 
feemed  to  confider  himfelf  as  already  raiftd,  or  to  b'r 
raifed,  demanded  wliy  I  was  aot  at  my  poft,  on  the 
ether  fide  the  river  ?  Accuflomed  to  receive  accounts 
from  others,  and  to  give  orders  myfelf,  in  the  affairs  of 
my  department,  I  could  not  but  feel  the  indignity  of 
being  thus  taken  to  talk  by  him  •,  and  anfwered  him  ac- 
cordingly. I  difcovered  bis  deilies  and  aims,  but  con- 
cluded he  Ivdd  more  Lee- way  yet  to  make,  than  to  en- 
^ title  him  to  avow  his  fentiments  lb  openly  i  but  in  this, 
it  feems,  I  was  miftaken. 

The  day  following,  Dr.  Fo/ler,  to  whofe  charge  I  h;^d 
left  the  dire<nioB  of  the  hofpital,  and  caie  of  the  hofpi- 
tal  {fores,  at  Newaik,  came  over,  in  hafte,  and  delired  a' 
private  convcrfation  with  me,  oa  a  fubjeft  f  f  fbme  deli- 
cacy. As  1  had  viiited  Nev/ark,  v^ichin  a  very  few  days, 
and  everything  was  reported  to  me  to  be  in  good  order, 
and  I  had  left  all  the  dire(ftions  1  thonglit  necefTaiy  for 
future  regulations,  previous  to  m.y  return  to  Hea^l- 
Qnarters,  I  could  not  conceive  the  occalion  of  this  un- 
expected vilit.  But  my  foreboding  miad  took  the  alnuy., 
of  which  1  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  caufe,  for  be  inforri- . 
ed  me  it  was  of  fuch  a  n^tuie,  as  made  him»!j::ij;<  it  im- 
proper to  communicate,  by  letfcr. 

After  this  preparation,  lie  Informed  me,  ?::r.c  the  L  - 
rector  had  called  on  him,  and  propofed,  but  whh  grcac 
art  and  addrers,the  furrendering  up  of  the  hcfpitais  and 
ftorcs  to  his  Dire<5fion  ;  the  eare  of  the  Ink  to  rema'n 
under  the  f-irFie  per  ions  whom  1  had  f(:nc  from  my  ric- 
paitmcnt,  but  to  a(5f  under   his  authorJiy.     H-^   it  plied 


that  he  conHdercd  hiinfcir  as  under  my  dirccTtion  only, 
in  hofpital  matters  *,  and  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  deliver  up  the  (lores  to  any  perfon,  vvithou*; 
a  written  order  from  General  Wafhington,  or  thp  Di- 
recftor- General.  To  this  the  Dire6tor  made  anfwer, 
that  whatever  like,  or  diflike,  I  might  (hew  to  this  pro* 
pofal,  I  fhould  find  myfelf  obliged  to  acquiefce  in  it. 

The  conftru<^ion  which  the  gentleman  put  upon  this 
proceeding,  was,  that  the  appointraeat  *f  the  Diretftor, 
being,  to  form  and  fuperintend  the  h:orpital  of  the  flying 
camp,  would  terminate  in  a  little  time,  as  the  troops, 
compofing  the  army,  raifsd  for  that  fcrvice,  were  en- 
lifled  but  for  a  few  months,  unlefs  he  could  carve  out 
fame  place  that  he  could  be  pleafed  with,  in  the  mean 
while,  that  would  put  him  on  a  better  eftablifhmcnt.  I 
commended  his  prudence,  in  declining  to  deliver  up  the 
ftores,  without  proper  orders,  and  defired,  that,  if  any 
further  demands,  of  the  like  kind,  were  made  by  Dr* 
Shippen,  to  refer  him  to  me,  for  an  anfwer. 

The  Dire(n:or  had  exprelTed  himfelf  to  me,  about  a 
month  before,  in  a  manner  that  correiponded  xv'ah  the 
above  idea.  He  told  me,  frankly,  that  he  fliould  like, 
well  enough,  to  continue  in  the  fervice,  as  he  thought  It 
a  more  gentlemanny  life,  than  that  of  a  drudging  private 
pradlitioner.  I  was  truly  defirous  of  his  continuance 
in  that  ftation,  if  he  coiUd  remain  in  it,  without  elbow- 
ing me  out  of  any  thing  that  appertained  to  my  place  ; 
for  I  did  not  then  imagine  he  had  yet  afpircd  to  the 
place  itfelf. 

Having  ferved  in  the  army,  the  whole  of  laft  war,  and 
bad  pretenfioBS,  on  that  account,  to  fomc  years  ex- 
perience in  military  hofpitals,  which  he  knew  nothing  of; 
and  having  been  appointed  to  the  chief  direction  of  the 
hofpitals,  the  prcceeding  year,  and  having  borne  the 
burden  of  the  day,  ever  fmce,  it  had  not  yet  entered  in- 
to my  irmagination,  that  J  was  foon  to  give  place  to  the 
very  man,  who,  but  four  months  before,  not  four 
uxoaihs,  nay,  fcarcely  three,  had  written  to  announce 
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his  appoiQtaient,  as  DIre<Slor  of  the  hofpltal  of  the  Hy- 
ing camp,  and  that  he  had  enlilted  himicit  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Araeiicaa  States,  confefTed  his  beiMg  a  mere 
novice  In  the  management  of  his  (fubordinate)  depart- 
ment,and  applied  to  me  For  Inftruclions  in  the  eiiquettCyiho 
word  by  which  he  chofe  toexprelshis  notion,  of  the  go- 
I'ernment  of  a  General  Hofpital ;  aid  who  promifedjfrom 
time  to  time  to  report  to  me  the  ilate  of  the  hofpitals 
under  him,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Congrefs  for 'the 
purpofe  }  but  which,  however,  he.  never  did.  Perhaps 
he  judged,  from  better  information  than  I  could  ever 
obtain,  that  fo  foon  as  he  had  learned  the  "  etiquctte^'^, 
of  military  hofpitals,  his  elevation  would  render  it  un» 
nccefl'ary.  ^ 

But  what  furprized  mc,  in  his  late  condufl,  was,  that 
having  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  me,  the  day  beforCj, 
in  pcrfon,  at  General  Green's,  with  his  expectations  and 
demands  on  the  hofpitals  I  had  eftabliflied,  he  did  not 
chufe  tafiy  any  thing  to  myfelf  on  the  fubjecl,  but  to 
apply  to  fabordinate  officers,  to  accomplifh  his  wiihes^ 
rather  than  treat  with  me  as  a  principal  ;  I  thought  this 
portended  no  good  j  but  then  4  knew  it  was  of  a  piece 
with  very  many  other  infbances  of  his  conduft,  on  dif- 
ferent occafions. 

I  went  over,  in  a  day  cr  two  after,  to  the  White- 
Plains.  A  letter  foon  arrived  from  the  DirecSlor  to 
General  Wafhington,  com.plaining  that  hislituation  was 
uncafy,  for  he  could  not  obtain  the  command  of  the 
ftores  at  Newark,  and  of  courfe  of  the  hofpuals  I  had 
eftab'ifhed  there,  and  of  the  officers  I  had  detached 
from  9^Y  particular  department,  unlefs  by  the  Generars 
orders  for  the  purpoie,  or  by  dire^ftions  from  me  j  for 
which,  however,  as  I  obferved  betors,  he  had  never  ap- 
plied. 

.  The  General  was  pleafed  to  communicate  this  letter 
to  me.  I  reprcfented  to  him  the  inconveniences  of  de- 
priving me  of  thofe  ilores,  and  that  i  had  no  others,  in 
^v-'.v  fufficierit  tjuaatity,   to  anAvcr  the   contioual   calls 
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upon  mc  ;  that  the  reft  of-  tht  ftores,  which,  at  his  com-, 
mand,  were  ordered  to  Stamford,  (and  from  thence 
were  removed  by  the  Stamford  Committee,  without  my 
knowledge,  and  with  his  approbation,  as  I  aficrwhrds 
learned)  could  be  of  no  uic  to  me,  at  that  time  ;  that 
the  only  medicines,  which  could  be  got  at,  were  thofe 
at  Newark,  which  I  had  fnatchcd  as  a  brand  out  of  the 
fire, at  the  retreat  fromNew-Y ork  *,  and  that  I  had  appoint- 
ed an  Apothecary  on  purpoft  to  ailbrt  and  difpenfc  them 
out  to  Regimental  Surgeons  at  Newark,  as  there  was  no 
poffibility  of  doing  it  in  an  army,  conftantly  moving 
from  place  to  place,  under  all  the  inconveniences  wc 
fuffered.  To  be  borne  down,  with  inceflani  demands 
from  all  quarters,  was  hard  indeed  ;  and  to  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  only  refburces  I  had  left  me,  thofe  of  my  own 
providing,  and  of  my  own  faving,  with  extreme  diffi- 
ctilty  and  ha2ard,  to  be  at  the  lole  command  of  ano- 
ther, a  junior,  and  inferior  officer,  appeared  to  me  to 
be  an  -anreafonable  demand.  I  had,  already,  detached 
near  one  half  of  the  Surgeons  and  Mates,  of  the  Ge* 
neral  Hofpitai,  to  Newark  and  Hackinfack,  and  by  the 
General's  command,  eflablilhed  hofpitals  there,  at  the 
very  time  I  had  pointed  out  the  probable  confeqweHces 
that  would  enfue  from  the  extraordinary  refolves 
ot  Congrcft,  0<ftober  9th.  There  were,  at  this  time, 
above  iifreen  hundred  (Ick,  at  thofe  two  places,  under 
che  care  of  my  own  Surgeons.  I  had  juft  received  let- 
ters from  them,  whicn  Ihewed  they  were  gradually 
working  through  all  their  former  difficulties,  by  fteadi- 
Ij  purfuing  the  directions  I  had  left  them  :  With  thefc 
advp'ntages  and  their  own  experience,  they  were  more 
likely  to  complcat  the  work,  than  they  would  be,  if  in 
the  midff  of  it  they  Were  to  receive  new  directions  from 
one,  who,  whh  all  due  deference  to  his  ahilities,  was 
Jefs  acq^uainted,  than  themfelves.  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  a  General  Hofpitai.  I  obferved,  that  io  deli- 
vcr  up  the  hofpitals,  ftoreS  and  officers,  would  be  to 
ftrjp  me  of  all  pov/er  of  being  ufeful  ^    and  it  was  nor 
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in  the  power  of  the  direftor  to  fupply  their  places*  if 
the  {lores,  hofpitals  and  fick,  were  to  be  committ«d  to 
his  care,  and  my  proper  officers  were  to  return  under 
r^iy  command,  on  the  eaft  lide  of  the  River  ;  whence 
the  iick  muft  futfer  ;  and  if  the  iiorcs  were  delivered 
up,  we  ourfelves  muft  become  deftitute  and  helplef** 
and  yet  cxpofed  to  greater  clamours  tlian  ever.  1  had, 
in  no  inftancc,  interfered  with  the  Director  of  the  Fly- 
ing Camp,  but  offered  to  give  him  every  alHltance  in  my 
pov/er,  that  he  was  pleafcd  to  call  for.  But  to  be  dripped 
of  the  rank  of  a  Direftor-General,  and  the  power  of 
my  ftation,  and  to  be  left  but  the  fhadow  of  a  Direc- 
tor, and  yet  to  be  accountable  for  every  accident,  or 
niircondudl:ofothers,aswellasofmyowndepartment,and, 
from  the  higheft  poft,  to  be  rendered  the  mere  depen- 
dent of  a  junior  and  fubordinate  ofRcer,  was  what  I  ne- 
ver would  fubmit  to.  ^5  0oner  thao  be  iubje(fl  to  fuch 
controul,  or  give  up  the  {lores  and  hofpitals,  which  by 
the  Generars  orders  I  had  eftablifned  for  the  fick  of  his 
own  army,  when  I  had  no  convenience  for  providing 
others,  I  would  give  up  my  commillion. 

The  General  promifed  he  would,  and  I  doubt  not 
b)M  he  did  write  to  the  Direftor,  in  anfwer  to  his  let- 
ter,  **  That  the  hjfpitals  I  had  eftabliflied,  and  the 
furgeons  and  ftores  I  had  fcnt  tq  Newark  and  Hackin- 
{■ick,  were  to  remain  under  my  direction." 

What  was  my  (urprize  to  hear,  after  Tome  time,  from 
fome  cf  the  officers  ©f  the  hofpital  that  were  under  me, 
ir.  the  Jerfeys,  [  for  it  Teemed  proper  that  I  thould  ne- 
▼er  know,  but  ia  a  circuitous  manner,  what  moft  im- 
mediately regarded  myfelf,  ]  that  thofe  ftores  which 
had  been  provided  for  General  Wafkington's  army, 
and  which  I  had  faved  at  New-York,  and  fent  to  the 
Jerfeys  for  fafety,  and  for  the  convenience  of  ifTuingout  to 
the  hofpital  fick  under  my  own  care,  and  to  the  Regi- 
mental Surgeons,  were  now  adlually  ordered,  by  a 
late  vote  of  Congrefs,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Dirtdlor 
of  the  Flying- Camp  ;   and  that  he  received  letters,  at 
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tills  very  tunc;  from  fome  of  tke  Members  of  Congrefs, 
addreiTccl'io  him  by  the  tide  of  WiHiam  Shippen,  ETqj 
Dii  eclor-General  of  the  Hofpitals,  &c.  of  which  I  took 
notice  before.  Whether  this  too  could  be  mere  acci- 
dent, or  an  unintentional,  unmeaning  complinicnt,  time 
%vill  foon,  1  believe,  reveal    ♦     » 

My  Clerk,  fome  time  after  this,  but  before  my  dif- 
miflion,  produced  me  an  order,  in  Do(5tor  Shippen's 
hand-writing,  formally  demanding  an  exa£t  lift  and 
furrender  of  all  the  hofpital  ftores  that  did  belong  to 
me,  and  which  were  in  his  pofTeffion,  as  if  I  were  alrea- 
dy degiaded  from  my  rank.  What  is  more,  Mr.  John 
Adams,  a  Member- of  Congreis,  I  am  told,  abcA'e  a 
month  before,  adluaily  called  on  Dr.  FoRer,  with  whom 
I  had  left  the  care  of  all  my  ftores,  adviiing,  or  coun- 
fellinghim  to  deliver  up  the  llores  to  Dr.  Shippen  j  but 
in  all  this  tranfa£lion,  I  never  had  one  line  from  any  of 
them,  to  that  purpole  y  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Gerry 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  in  the  letter  he  wrote  to  me,  that 
the  ftores  and  oiUcers  were  to  rcmaia  under  my  ©wil" 
direiSion  only. 

When  I  found  it  necefTary,  for  the  good  of  the  fer- 
vice,  to  deliver  up  71  part  of  my  medicinal  and  hofpital 
flores,  to  one  of  Dr.  Shippen  s  furgeons  ;  he  refufcd, 
till  repeatedly  required,  to  give  any  other  receipt  for 
the  delivery  of  thofe  ftores,  fo  inlblently  demanded, 
than  one  which  carryed  infult  in  the  ftiie  of  it  *,  and  the 
demeanour  of  moft  of  his  officers  at  Bethlthem,  when 
I  was  there,  was  that  of  men  who  knew  my  difmiilioa 
to  be  pre-determined,  and  looked  upon  themfelves  there- 
fore as  authorized,  by  the  example  of  their  luperior, 
and  juftified  for  difpenfing  with  every  call  of  good  breed- 
ing, if  ever  they  had  any.  ^lidfaciani  Domini ^aud en S 
cum  tali  A  ^Furcs  ? 

Whilft  I  was  fixed  by  the  GeneraVs  order,  at  the 
lines,  near  the  White-Plains  ;  Fort  Wafhington,  Fort 

Lecs 

^  Doftof  Shippen,  f;nce  wnting   the  abovC;  i*  Bppoin^]Sd  tO  my  piacs  s^ 
5>Ire6t>r"G<rR«al  and  Pbj^cian  ja  C^Mg  .  -• 
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Lee,  Hackinfack,  Newark  and  BriuifV/'ck,  fell  into  tli5 
haiiJ.s  of  G-neral  Howe.     I-;    the  mean   time    I   pio- 
ciirca  from  13oil:on,  to  which  place  I   had  f^nt  txprcfs, 
as  well  as  to  Newport,   Rhode-liland,  Picvidencc    and 
Norwich,  and  from  Hartlord  in  ConntcHcut,  by  the  'di- 
fiifance  of  Governor  Trumbull,  a  frcfli  fiipply  of  mcd;- 
cincs  and  hofpital  ftores.     I  appointed  hofpiials  at  StaiE- 
ford  and    Norwalk,  aad   Svngeons   from   the    General 
Hofpital  to  receive  and  take  care  of  tiie  fick  andwoimd- 
'^  cd  :   I  went  in  perfon  to  both  places  :  Near  two  thou- 
fand  men  were  received  into   ihem  :    Not  a  fingle  oi)e 
was  refufed  :    They  were  well  taken  care  of  :    l  he  great- 
er part  of  them   recovered  :    All    clamours   and    com- 
plaints on  that  lide,  ceaiVd  ;     they  were  oi^ly  heard  in 
the  weftern  department,    v/here  tlie  fick  fpread  through 
the  Jerfeys,   i^ennfylvania  and  Maryland,     in  a    tia(rt  of 
200  miles,  amouniing  10  near  one  half  of  the   army  ; 
*  Thtfe  fell  under  the  care  of  the  Director  of  the   Fiying 
Camp  ',    tmt  he  was  unequal  to  the  talk,   and  retired  to 
Bethlehem,  with  a  fmall  handful  of  fick  ;   and  the  defi- 
cienccs  of   his  dcpmimtnt,   over  which''!  had   no  ccn- 
troul,    were    afcribed    to  me.       As   if,    unaiiifted    by 
,,   any  deputy,  or  proper  aids,  I  was  in  my  own  perlcn,  tr* 
■  go  through  all  the  drudgery,  alone.     Had  I  the  eyes   of 
an  Argus,  their  vigilance  would  have  been  infiifficient, 
or  had  I  the  hundred  hands  of  a  Briireus,  1  could  not,  of 
my  felf,  have  performed  all  the  labour  th?t  was  required, 
'  to  be  accounrable  for  the  defedfs    of   others,    bin  ^eiied 
.with  fo  gieat  a  charge,    whilfl  all  proper  luboidinatioii 
was  wholly  difregardcd. 

Being  anxious,  however,  to  give  whataffiAance  I  was 
able  to  General  Wafhington,  and  the  troops  which  Irad 
croiTed  over  to  the  Jerfeys,  1  followed  them,  fo  foon  as 
I  had  taken  the  proper  fieps  for  providing  hofpitais  at 
Nojrth-Caflle,  and  Pcek's-Kill,  for  the  troops  left  in 
thofe  places,  and  hafirened  to  join  General  Wiifliingtcn. 
t-'ro'Tcd  the  Delaware,  and  reached  Head-Quartejs  jnir 

a;' 


(      XXXVil!      ) 

as  the  enemy  came  in  fight,  at  Trenton.  I  waited  on 
his  Excellency,  and  thus,  with  the  refpect  due  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  but^'withfirmnefs,  addreiled  him  ; 
**  Sir,  I  know  not  in  what  light  you  will  think  proper 
to  view  my  haftening  to  what  I  efteem  my  duty,  an 
attendajice  upon  you>  without  waiting  for  your  com- 
mands. Your  Excellency  will  p'-rmit  me  to  acquaint, 
you,  that  from  the  nature  of  my  commiflion,  I  am  ap- 
pointed to  direft  thehofpitals  for  the  army  under  your 
command.  (I  have  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  ihefe  words  :  «*  the  department  at 
Head-Quai  tt-rs,  is  under  your  immediate  dire^lion.") 
To  be  redj  ictcd  then  to  the  eafl.  fide  of  the  River,  is 
contrary  to  my  original  appointment,  on  which  I  ac- 
cepted a  commiflion,  and  unlefs  I  am  reftored  to  my 
rank  and  place,  wherever  you  command  in  perfon,  1 
mufi:  give  up  my  charge.  I  cannot  confent  to  this  degra- 
dation from  my  rank  and  authority.  If  this  is  the  return 
I  am  to  expe<5l  for  my  toils,  fatigue  and  fei vices,  to  be 
obliged  to  make  way  for  a  new  ofiicer,  whofe  interefl: 
and  rifing  favour,  like  Aaron's  rod,  are  tp  fwallow  up 
erery  coRfideration,  it  is  time  for  me  to  leave  the  army  ; 
And  to  thefe  dilHculties  am  I  reduced,  in  confequence 
of  the  refolve  of  OiSlober  9th,  without  I  receive  a  far- 
ther and  fatisfa^lory  explanation."  The  General  was 
pleafed  to  reply  in  the  following  words,  as  exa^lly  as  I 
can  remember  them  :  I  hope,  Sir,  you  do  not  imagine 
k  is  owii^.g  to  me  :  lam  here,  without  any  ailftance 
h'om  the  hofpital  department.  In  cafe  of  need,  I  know 
of  no-body  here  to  take  the  dlreiftion  :  I  think  it  is  ve- 
ry ftrange  ;  I  v/ould  have  you  lay  this  matter  before 
Congrefs,  that  fbme  fleps  may  be  taken  to  remedy  this 
irregularity  and  inconvenience,  and  that  I  may  know 
what  I  have  to  depend  upon. 

When,  therefore,  by  permifllon  of  General  Wafhing- 
ton,  I  waited  on  Congrefs,  for  an  explanation  of  their 
former  refolves,  which  appeared  to  require  it,  and  for 
farther  inftru(flions,  at  a  time  when  the  liberties  of  Amc« 
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nca  appeared  on  the  point  of  being  fwallowed  up  for 
CYer,  if  fome  vigorous  mealures  were  not  immediately 
purfued  to  applv  an  eifedlual  remedy  ;  and  I  had  ven- 
tured, without  waiting  for  orders,  to  fly  to  the  place  of 
danger,  where  I  thought  my  prcfence  moll  wanted,  I 
had  no  doubts  that  I  ihould  no  iboner  have  mentioned 
my  apprehended  grievance,  than  I  fhould  have  had  im- 
mediate redrefs.  Fully  perfuaded  that  my  fervices  and 
facritices  merited  conlideraiion,  and  entirely  ignorant 
that  malice  had  yet  attempted  to  difcolour  the  merit  o£ 
my  proceedings,  I  did  jiot  fufpc(^  that  any  crime. had 
been  laid  to  my  charge,  till  I  complained  of  the  injury 
done  me.  So  ihort  lighted  are  mortals,  and  fo  true  it 
is  that  a  man  is  never  expofed  to  greater  hazards  than 
when  he  leaft  apprehends  them.  Now,  for  the  iirlt 
time,  I  heard  of  the  clamours  aboutthe  fufferingsof  the 
fick  in  the  Jerfies,  and  at  Philadelphia  -,  and  although 
I  had  been  reftiicted  to  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's-River, 
to  make  way  for  one  of  riling  intereil,  the  misfortunes 
of  the  department  committed  to  his  care,  were  wholly 
alcribed  to  me,  notwithftanding  the  direction  was  taken 
out  of  my  hands,  for  his  lake. 

I  applied  for  admiffion  to  Congrefs  ;  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams  appeared.  On  mentioning  the  caufe  of  my  ap- 
plication,  he  gave  me  to  undeifcand  that  complaints 
were  brought  againft  me,  and  the  fufferings  of  the  Tick 
charged  to  me,  with  circumftances  greatly  rtile<Sling  on 
my  humanity.  I  denied  thejufticeof  the  charge, and  being 
at  the  door  of  the  chamber  where  theCongrefswei^fettlng,. 
I  thus  addrelied  him  :  Sir,  I  do  folemnly  deny  the  charge, 
and  do  intreat  I  may,  this  ij^idant,  be  introduced  to  Con* 
grefs,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  vindlcadng  my- 
felf  againft  every  injurious  a  peiGon.  Of  this,  Sir,  I  am 
conlident,  the  nic^  j  luy  ct)nducT,  in  the  ftation  of  Di- 
rc(fi:or-peneral,  is  examined  into,  the  more  luffre  will  it 
reHecTt  upon  me.  I  afk  foran  inajiii  y.  Idefu'e  to  know  tlio 
particulars  of  the  charge,  and  who  are  my  acciifersjtom.cr' 
them  face  to  face,  and  ani  willing  ^o  i\mv^  '"°  •.:■."'  of  Or- 
ftricleft  f'crutiny. 
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I  was  refufed  admiiHon,  it  being  fald  the  Congrefs 
was  engaged  in  fanK-  important  matter.  I  again  defired  the 
gentleman  to  inform  nie  what  p?Vjkticulars  were  laid  to 
my  charge  ?  I  could  neither  learn  tliem,  nor  who  were 
my  accuCers.  As  I  could  not  obtain  an  audienccj 
at  that  time,  I  begged  Mr.  Adams  to  inform  Congrefs 
of  the  deiign  of  my  coming,  and  my  dcfire  of  admiflion,- 
and^  let  him  know  that  I  waited  at  my  lodgings,  in  ex« 
pe<ftation  of  an  hearing,  when  Congrefs  had  Ikfure  t© 
grant  it.  1  obtained  it  not.  Congrefs  adjourned  to 
Maryland,  without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  my  appeal 
to  them.  I  repeated  my  application,  through  the  fiime 
gentlemfin,  by  letter.  My  diimiflion  took  place  without 
an  hearing,  and  without  any  anlwer,  and  without 
fufpending  me  from  office,  till  they  could  be  fatisfied 
of  the  fads  alledgcd  againft  me  j  for  this,  it  (feems 
would  be  too  great  a  condefcenfion. 

I  would  fain  afk,  whether  fuch  a  denial  of  my  humble 
requeft,  and  keeping  me  in  ignorance  of  my  reputed 
crimes,  and  fecret  accufers,  is  agreeable  to  humanity,  or 
what  is  ufually  allowed  to  the  greateft  criminals  ?  Is  it  a 
way  to  beget  a  reliance  on  the  faFety  and  honour  of  the 
Houfe,  that  after  having  palTcd  judgment,  without  an 
hearing,  I  may  flill  depend  on  ample  juftice,  candour 
and  generofity  of  treatment  ?  Is  fuch  a  proceeding  uf- 
\iz\  ?  Might  I  not  have  rather  expelled  to  have  been  firft 
fufpendcd,  then  tried,  and  judgment  to  follow,  and  not 
precede  conviction,  on  any  breach  of  order  or  mifcon= 

dua  ? 

Had  rb^n  confcious  of  guilty  may  it  not  be  prefumed 
I  fliould  have  fought  to  fltelrer  myfelf,  by  a  refignation, 
rather  tVian  infift  on  a  tiial  ?  Could  a  better  pretext  have 
been  afforded  ?  The  Congrefs,  conuaryto  every  known 
vvile^  by  a  relolve  of  theirs,  had  reduced  me  from  the 
rank  of  DirtOor- General,  removed  me  from  my 
right,  of  attending  the  army  under  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  to  give  place  to  a  temporary  Dire<^or,^ho5befores 
TViw  made  acceuatabU  to  mci  as  head  of  the  department  5 

damours 
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latnoHrs  wcr«  raifed  againft  tnc,  (groundlcfs  indeed  :) 
ialkcd  for  an  hearing,  and  was  refufed.     RcfigTiation 
was  intimated  to  ine>  a§  what  alone  would  qaiet  tbofc 
clamours.     What  temptation  was  there  for  a  peifon^ 
ronfcious  of  guilt,  to  wiOi  a  continuance  in  oiTicc,  till 
his  condua  could  be  examined  into  ?  On  the  contrary, 
■very  thing  was  to  be  apprehended  under  that  circum- 
Vance.     The  moft  imminent  danger  that  the  caufe  itielt 
-/as  loft    FJled.ihe   minds  of  many.     1  iaw  the  blade 
iouds  gathering  on  th?i  margin  of  the  politicalhornfon^ 
hreatening,  on  every  fide,  to  over-whelm  its  abators 
,.n  a  general  deftruf^ion,  on  one  hand  ;   a*id  myklf  la 
rivate  ruin,  on  the  other,  unlefs  I  could  make  my  re- 
treat from  the    approaching  tempeft.     Did  T^  coward^ 
like,  bafely  fiy  ;  nay,  the  very  appearance  of  danger  de- 
termir^d  me  to  face  the  ftorm,  and  prove  the^  falfiiy  of 
the  charges  againft  me.     I  met  two  of  the  Georgia  De» 
legates.     1  acquainted  them  with  what  had  happened  ; 
that  I  wotild  ftand  by  the  caufe,  during  the  prefent  dan» 
gerous  onfet  j  but  when  that  was  over,  I  would  iniift  oa 
an  immediate  hearing,  aD'^,  if  not  granted,  then  rcfign. 

I  repaired  to  the  fcenc  of  danger,  but  was  ordered  to 
the   eaft  f:dc  of  Hudion's- River.     Submiffion   was   my 
duty,  for  the  prefent  moment  ;  redrefs  my  hope  and 
expectation,  To  foon  as  Congrefs  had'liefure,  and  v/as  ia 
a  fituation  to  attend   to  it.     I  purfued  my   bufmels,  as 
though  I  had  received  ilo  cauic  of  complaint,  till  1  could 
obtain  an  hearing.     Buc  inftead  of  redrefs,  the  firft  ac-- 
count  I  received,  but  through  an  indirea  channel,  was 
that  of  my  difmifllon.      I  had  prepared,  in  hafte,  a  nar-j 
rative  of  mv  proceedings,  in  the  department  committee! 
to  me.     I  immediately  fent  it  to  the  General,  with  a  dc- 
fire  of  its  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  for  their  reconfi- 
deration  of  what  was  done,  as  I  thought  with  precipi- 
tancy, and  did  not  doubt  that,  on  belter  information, 
they  would  quicklyretra^  from  the  meafure,or,  at  leaft^ 
give  me  &n  audieiycc,  and  judge  on  the  evidence  of  fatfts, 
compared  with  their  own  rcfolves  and  the  General's  or 
dcr5,  F  A^ 
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At  any  rate,  if  they  were  determined  to  deliver  mc 
tjp  to  the  cries  of  a  fa6lion,  I  thought  Congrefs,  for  its 
own  fake,  would  have  let  me  do\^  gently.     If  the  fa* 
cj  ifire  muft   be  made  to  gratify  it»  I  thought  Congrefs 
ivould  fiippoie  tha^  fomeihing  was  due  to  the  charaftef 
I  had  lullained  in  life,  to  the  rank  I  had  held  in  my  pro- 
feffioa,  to  the  general  reputation  which  public  honours 
fr  -m  the  learned  focieties  in  Europe  are  lijppofed  to  con- 
fer     Upon  occalion  of  fuch, unworthy  treatment   as  | 
have  m-r  with,  I  flatter  myrelf,  a  man  may  be  allowed  to 
fpeak  the  truth.  In  his  own  favour,  without  an  impeach- 
rnent   of  vanity      I  thou^'ht  forne  confederation,  would 
liave  been  had  for  t«h'.-t,  devotion  of  my  beft  abilities,  which 
I  had  fhewn,  fuch  as  they  are,  to.  the  impj  ovemcnt  of  li- 
beral arts  and  fcicnces  in  this  new  world  ;  fome  regard 
jsianifef^'fd   to  an  early  antn  zealous  attachment  to  the 
caufe  6'-  American  liber'y  ^  toihe  facrifice  I  had,  made 
of  my  pvivaf'e,  iniereil  and  fafety  5  to  my  own  Elation, 
and  that  of  rorhe  of  my  neareft  relations  and,  friends,' 
both  in  and^oiit  o^  Congrefs,  and  of  the  army.      And 
couM  not  all  thefe  procure  To '^e  fhadow  of  lenity,  where 
a  vi«ffim  was  to  be  oiferfd  uj>';  foiiiething  likecompaflion  j 
fome  anfwer  to  my  .hun^ble  memorial,  in  my  yindicationp 
ahd  my  petition  only  ^^to  be  heard.'^^  ?  1  muft  fay  none. 
Three  mon;hs  are  iiearly  e'  'pJed,  whilfi:  I  have  not  re- 
ceived one  liwe  or'  mellago  in   anfwer.     In  the  mean 
while,  as  if  that  refafaT  was  the  fignal ;  the  alarm  fpread  % 
news-papeis  bear  wirnef?  to  my  degradation.     Bafe  and 
malicious  meri.  the  piells  of  every  Society,  have  given  free 
vent  to  their  f^anders.     Boiion  has  been  filled  with  cla- 
tnours  to  my  prejudice.     Villains  there  are   in  every 
place,  to  coin  and  circulate  reports   prejudicial  to  a  man's 
chara£ter.      But    why  fliould    I  pretend   to  enumerate 
the  evil  confequences  of  fuch  a  leverity  of  conduct  to* 
xvards   me  ?   If  it  would  have  anfwered  any  valuable 
purpofQ  ;  if  the  facrifice  of  my  life   would  have  faved 
my  Country,   I  could  have  cheirfqlly  offered  it  up.     X 
Xt,"^  not  fay  fo  of  my  honcurc 


(    xLin     j) 

To  the  impartial  pufalick  I  therefore  mean  to  appea23 
At  this  cribunal,  no  innocent  perfon  need  fear  to  m^kjt 
his  dr  fence,  nor  to  allow  free  fcope  to  be  given  to  that 
defence  i  »Ahere  a  man's  conduft  and  the  motives  of  it 
being  known,  ht  hns  reaion  to  hope  for  a  candid  judg- 
ment, free  froni  p  ejudice  or  party.  Jf  I  can  but  ob- 
tain this  inviulgence,  t  hope  to  evince,  to  every  commoa 
lin  ierftanding,  the  re6litude  of  my  condu^,  and  if  the 
moft  laboi  ious  ai^d  fteaciy  application  to  the  difcharge 
oi  my  truft.  and  pc^feve  ancc  in  the  path  of  duty,  cam 
give  a  cW^m  to  hope  f  flatter  myfelf*  that  I  (hall  not 
only  efcape  their  cpnTurc.  but  meet  with  the  warmeft 
'3pp''obation  ef  the  publick,  which  it  ever  has  been,  and 
whatever  may  be  the  fuccefs,  ever  ihall  b$  my  iXudj  ts 
obtain. 

I  am,  my  dear  friend,  theirs, 

aod  your  moft  devoted,  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  MORGAN, 
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To  HIS  Excellency 
GENERAL     WASHINGTON, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  A.merican  Army, 


The  M  E  M  OR  I  A  Land  REPRESENT  A  nON  of 
Dcaor  John  Morgan,  rcfptdling  his  Care  of  the 
Sick,  and  Manner  of  condudling  the  Department  o£ 
the  General  Hofpital  committed  to  his  Care. 


SIR, 

WH  E  N  I  was  called  by  the  cheice  of  my  country/ 
totheftationof  Dire6lor-Generalof  th«  hofpital 
^nd  Phyficianin  chief,  I  left  a  refpeiStable  and  lucrative 
pr?(fticeagainft  the  judgment  of  fome  confidcrableperfonj 
in  my  native  city,  who,  from  regard  to  me,  and  what  they 
conceived  to  be  my  intereft,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  dif- 
fuade  me  from  accepting  the  poft,  truly  honourable  as 
they  allowed  it  to  be.  Their  advice  had  no  influence 
cvf  r  rae.  Without  hefitation,  I  facriiiced  it.  with  every 
future  profpe^  of  better  expectations  from  continuing 
with  them  to  the  fatisfa<fl:ion  of  ferving  my  country,   at 

THE   HEAD    OF  THE    HOSPITAL,     IN    T«E    ARMY,    UN- 
DER YOUR  Excellency's  immediate  command. 

Having  had  fome  experience,  in  times  pail,  of  the 
nature  of  the  department,  I  have,  ever  fince  I  took  charge 
of  it,  made  it  my  conftant  ftudy,  to  make  myfelf  maftcc 
of  the  fubjeCt,  and  to  acquire  a  thorough  infight  into  it. 
With  what  fucccfs,  I  do  not  think  can  be  judged  off,  from 
the  outfide  appearances  of  laft  campaign,  and  the  caufes 
which  prevented  the  fevcral  regulations  I  propof«d,  from 
taVJng  p*ace  agreeable  to  my  wifhcs.  It  would  be  te- 
dious to  enumerate  them  all  j  yet  it  cannot  be  amifs  to 
point  at  fome  of  the  principal,  [a)  The 

{a)    Sec  ihe  Appeodixt  A 
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The  firft  of  iliefe  which  I  (liall  mention  was,  the  want 
of  fuiHcIent  time  and  opportunity  bsfore  the  opening 
of  ihc  campaign,  to  have  all  the  regimental  Sui  geons 
properly  furnifhed  by  Congrefs,  and  made  acquainted 
with  their  diiiy»  of  which  many  of  theni  were  very  ig- 
norant, and  the  error  of  having  them  look  to  the  Gene- 
ral hofpital  for  thole  fupplies  of  medicines  and  iniftru- 
ments,  f-:c.  which  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  fent 
to  them  by  Continental  Druggitls,  who  might  have  the 
means  of  colledling  and  preparing  every  aiticle  in  a  (iii- 
table  mani">er,  which  it  isj  vain  to  attempt  in  a  moving 
army.  Another  caufe  was  the  wantot  a  fufhcient  num- 
bet  of  certain  hofpital  officers  and  affiftants,  and  the 
means  of  procurins;  them  when  allowed  by  Congrefs, 
which  was  late,  as  Commifliiries, Storekeepers,  Stewards, 
Ward-Mafters,  Scc.{h)  This  difficulty  was  increafed  from 
the  nature  of  the  campaign,  in  which,  contrary  to  expec- 
tation, it  became  neceflary,  to  fhift  the  places  of  the  Ge- 
neral hofpital  frequently,  and  to  branch  it  out  in  fuch  a 
number  of  hofpitals  widely  diftant  from  each  other. (c) 
To  thefe  may  be  added,  firft,  the  want  of  fufficient  help 
from,  other  departments,  which  it  was  impollible  to  re- 
medy in  the  flate  our  army  then  was.(r/) 

2Jiy,  The  neglect  of  the  regimental  Surgeons,  to  re- 
port the  fick  of  their  regiments  in  feafon,  and  in  an  or- 
derly manner  to  the  General  hofpital,  though  often  re- 
quired in  General  orders.  Kefolves  of  Congrefs  and 
otherwife,  to  do  it  y{e)  and  fomctimes  keeping  back  their 
iick  from  entering  into  it  at  all,  or  till  they  became  very 
numerous  •,  then dilchargingthcai  all  at  once  into  the  Ge- 
neral hofpital,  at  the  time  of  an  engagement  with  the  ene- 
my,-and  when  ihe  attention  of  the  whole  kody  of  hofpi- 
tal Surgeons" was  neccrlTary  to  take  care  of  the  wounded. 
And  liilViy,  the  frequent  anj?  long  abfencc  of  the  regi- 
mental Surgeons  from  th:ir  regiments,  who,  inftead  of 
fending  theYick,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  to  the  Ge*. 
r.errd  hofpitaKhnd  them  conveyed  tofoaie  remote  regimen- 
tal hofpitals,  wliere  they  neither  had,  nor  could  obtain  fui^ 
tabk  neceP/aries  for  their  provifica  and  care  (/')      Oa 
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©nmy  firftnrrlval  Jt  Camtiridgc,  I  fet  about  to  cftabliHi 
rales  for  the  General  hofpital  Surgeons.  I  had  heard 
t^  m?.ny  abufts  being  pradlicd  by  inormous  drafts  of 
expenfive  ftores  from  the  General  hofpital,  to  which, 
vriih  your  Excellency*s  approbation,  to  whom  I  made  re- 
port thereof,  I  put  a  ftop  and  limited  the  demands  of 
regimental  Surgeons  to  fuch  articles,  as  Indian  meal,  oat* 
Bie:;],  rice,  barley,  molaiTes,  and  the  likr,  and  required 
that  fuch  lick  as  wanted  othf^rs,  fliouid  be  fent  to  the 
General  hofpital,  that  thcfc  things  might  be  difpcafed 
out  under  my  own  direcflion.  (g) 

The  next  reformation  I  attempted  was  to  call  upon  all 
the  Mates  in  the  hofpital  to  undergo  an  examination  of, 
their  abilities,  in  order  to  fclec^t  fjom  the  number  thofe 
who  were  beft  iqualified  for  the  fcrvice. — This  was  fol- 
lowed by  your  Excellency's  erders,  to  fee  that  ail  the  re- 
gimental Surgeons  and  Mates  fliould  pafs  a  like  exami- 
nation. ®I  b'-gan  the  tafk,  but  th'*  movements  of  the  ar- 
my, the  averlion  of  Surgeons  to  undergo  thefe  examina- 
tions, fi:«m  which  too  they  were  often  fcreened  by  their 
Colonels.,  and  by  pretenca  of  ficknefs,  &c.  and  the  in- 
creafing  bulinefs  Oil  hand  prevented  my  proceeding  far 
in  it.{/}J 

When  the  army  lay  before  Bofton,  the  fmall-pox  fre> 
quently  made  it*s  appearance  in  it,  owing  to  the  number 
of  perfons  who  came  out  of  that  city  with  the  infe(n:ion 
upon  them,  which  endangered  the  fpreading  of  thd  con- 
tagion amongil:  onr  troops.  By  the  eftabl'fhment  of  the 
fmall-pox  hofpital  in  a  luitable  place,  with  proper  perfons 
to  take  care  of  the  iick,  and  the  precaution  of  (ending  all 
infecled  perfons  to  it,  io  foon  as  known  to  have  the  dif- 
eaf  ,  and  to  c.U  off  all  communication  betwixt  it  and  the 
troops,  the  army  was  preferred  from  ever  receiving 
any  injury  from  it. 

When  the  troops  marched  from  Cambridge  for  Nev^- 
York,*  all  the  fick  vi^ere  left  behind  in  the  General  hofpi- 
tal, amounting  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  men.  In 
kfs  than  fix  weeks,  during  which  time  but  few  died,  I 
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wa«  able  to  difcharge  the  hofpital  of  every  man,  to  ^ettlc 
and  pay  every  account,  infomuch  as  never  to  have  had 
any  further  demands  from  that  quartet-. 

During  this  time,  with  Httle  or  no  expence  to  the  pub- 
lie  but  for  package  and  tranfportation  I  G«lle<Sled  medi- 
cines, furniture  and  hofpital  ftores,  worth  many  thoufand 
pounds,  and  fent  them  on  to  New- York.  The  like  quan- 
tity, I  apprehend,  could  not  be  procured  in  any  part  of 
-America.  Nor  were  thefe  obtained  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army,  without  much  trouble  and  afliduity,  owing  to  a 
ftrong  oppofition  that  was  made  to  prevent  it.  (/^)— 
Befides  thefe,  I  was  able,  by  means  of  the  fubaltern  officci  s 
in  the  hofpital,  fome  of  whom  I  employed  continually  at 
the  work,  likewife  to  collect  to  the  amount  of  near  two 
thoufand  rugs  and  blankets,  near  as  many  bedfacks  and 
pillows  which  were  taken  up  from  docks,  and  were  ga- 
thered from  hofpitals  and  barracks.  See,  Thefe  being 
waflied  and  aired  ferved  the  laft  campaign  whtn  none 
others  could  be  got,  and  many  of  them  are  yet  in  good 
prefervation. — At  New-York  I  coiledled  fome  hundred 
iheets,  fiafture  boxes,  and  other  ufeful  articles. 

It  may  be  thought  perhaps  that  I  place  a  higher  value 
upon  theft  acquifitions  than  they  merit  ;  be  that  as  it 
may,  I  am  perfuaded  the  like  could  not  be  obtained  now 
for  much  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  which  is  equal, 
to  the  whole  amouBt  of  what  I  have  ever  drawn  or  ex- 
pended for  the  General  hofpital,  in  thefpace  of  a  twelve- 
mopth,  including  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  and  all  the 
hofpital  cxpences  of  every  kind,  which  have  fallen  with- 
in my  department  to  fettle,  and  for  the  faithful  expendi- 
ture of  thi  fame,  I  am  ready  to  produce  my  accounts, 
receipts  and  vouchers,  whenever  called  upon  for  a  ietile- 
ment.  Yet  the  General  hofpital  has  had  the  conftant 
charge  of  a  number  from  two  or  three  hundred  to  a 
thoufand  fick  and  upwards  to  provide  for  and  attend. 
Nor  have  any  articles  of  the  public  ftores  been  embezzled 
or  mif-applied,nor  the  lick  fuiFercd  in  theGeneral  hofpital 
for  wantof  any  thing  I  thought  them  entitled  to  drawfrom 
tkekofpital,  and  that  I  could  procure  for  them*      The 
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J  .  Tiie  medicines  and  (lores  provided,  as  abovemcnticned, 
have  been  appropriated  with  equal  faithfulnefs  and  {ii\6t 
oeconomy  to  the  ufe  of  the  General  hofpital  ;  or  iflucd 
I  from  thence  to  regimental  Surgeons,  or  remain  on  hand, 
iilibjecl  to  your  Excellency's  order.  I  have  never  bur- 
jdened  the  Quarter-Mafter-General's  department  vvith 
any  unncceiiary  demand  from  thence.  And  as  to  the 
ComniiiTary- General,  he  will  do  me  juftice,  as  he  lias 
cfiin  declared  himfblf  on  that  head,  that  my  drafts  were 
within  the  moft  reafonablc  bounds.  1  am  perfuaded  that 
of  the  lick  who  hive  been  drawn  for  in  the  General  hof- 
pital, if  none  ofthemhave  beendrawn  for  at  the  fame  time 
vrith  the  well  men  in  their  regiments,  tlac  ftoppage  of 
their  rations  will  go  a  great  way  towards  paying  the  whole 
of  the  expences  the  hofpi'al  has  been  put  to,  on  their 
account,  for  proviilon  and  ftores  of  whatever  kind.(/) 

In  a  conference  I  once  had  with  your  Excellency  at 
Cambridge,  on  the  fubjetSt  of  hofpital  expences,  you  told 
me,  and  I  took  it  as  a  hint  of  cauticn  and  advice  to  ob- 
^ferve  the  ftri<5lcft  ceconomy  in  my  department  (from 
which  I  have  never  deviated)  that  you  were  fearful  the 
cxpi^nces  of  the  General  hofpital  would  exceed  the  eftr- 
mate  that  had  been  made  of  them,  by  a  perfon  of  ex- 
perience in  General  hofpital  matters.  If  I  rightly  recol- 
lecSl,  your  Excellency  thovight  the  fum  mentioned  to  be 
*en  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum.  I  was  fur- 
prized,  and  concluded  the  gentleman  was  miftaken  ;  I 
refolved  however,  if  poflible,  to  employ  fuch  dn^  oecon- 
omy  in  the  dtpaitment,  as  to  keep  within  thofe  bounds, 
yet  was  fearful  it  could  not  be  accomplifhed,  on  account 
of  the  advanced  price  of  every  article  of  living  and  hofpi- 
tal flores.  Defirotis  of  knowing  what  were  the  princi- 
ples on  which  he  founded  the  calculation,  I  wrote  to  the 
perfon  that  was  mentioned,  on  the  fubje(St,  in  anfwer  to 
which  he  informed  me,  that  the  eftimate,  he  had  given 
in  to  General  Gates  was  ten  thoufand  pounds  ftej  ling, 
for  every  ten  thoufand  men,  for  fix  months,  and  fo  in 
proportion,  which  is  equal  t0  40,ooo/.fter.  per.  annum, 
for  ?o,®oo  men,  the  number  then  kept  on  foot.         At 
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At  die  fame  time,  as  one  qualified  to  give  me  ful'r  in* 
formaiion,  I  wrote  to  him  with  a  view  to  clear  up  all 
doubts,  or  to  confirm  my  fentiments  in  regard  to  the 
manntr  in  which  the  regimental  Surgeons  were  fupplied 
in  the  Britifh  fervice,  witii  medicines  and  inftruments, 
and  to  know  what  right  they  had  to  draw  {lores  from 
the  General  hofpital  ,  to  which  his  anfwer  correfponded 
with  the  opinion  I  had  ever  entertained  of  the  nature  of 
thefervice.  '  fill  Congr-efs,  or  your  Excellency  fhould  give 
orders  for  a  different  mode  to  be  purfued,  I  confidered 
myfelf  to  be  bound  in  duty  to  keep  the  Britifli  eftablifli-^ 
ment  conftantly  in  my  eye,  as  a  dii  ecflory,  making  alloW' 
ance  for  the  natiare  and  difference  of  the  fervice.  (m) 

Moresver,  I  was  afterwards  favored  with  your  Excel- 
lency's opinion  on  the  fubjeci:,  contained  in  thofe  obfcr- 
vations  you  was  plcafed  to  bcfiow  on  the  plan  of  regula- 
tions, which,  by  your  command  I  Iketched  out,  for  get- 
ting again  into  a  pioper  train,  after  we  had,  by  one  acci* 
#dent  or  another,  be«n  forced  from  the  original  plan  of  a 
General  hofpital,  and  got  into  confufion,  on  account  of 
the  opptfition,  fonae  of  the  refolves  of  Congrefs,  of  July 
17  lafV,  met  with  from  many  of  the  regimental  Surgeons, 
and  the  impraelicability  of  complyitg  with  others  of 
them,  in  the  fituation  we  were  then  placed.  Your  words 
were,  **  What  is  the  pra<SLi/e  in  this  cafe  in  the  Britifli 
army  ?  Why  fliould  we  think  of  improving  upon  iheit 
fyftem,  founded  on  long  experience  ?" 

Upon  fii  ft  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  ftation,  ap- 
prehending that  the  General  hofpital  was  not  amply  fup- 
plied, as  I  could  wifli,  with  bandages,  old  Hnnen  and 
other  implements  of  lurgery,  that  would  be  required,  ia 
cafe  of  an  adlion,  I  fet  myfdf  to  fupply  thofe  wants  im* 
mediately,  which  I  eff.  fled  with  little  expence  of  money, 
but  with  great  labor,  in  which  I  had  allpoflible  afiiftance 
from  the  hofpital  Surgeons  and  Mates.  I  collecled  large 
quantities  of  old  linnen,  lint  and  (lieets,  made  up  fix  thou- 
fand  bandages,  and  fix  hundred  tourniquets,  for  the  ufc 
•f  tjic  General  holpltAl,  &c.  which,  though  fufficientfor 
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a  picFent  exeigcncy,  I  did  not  think  more  than  might  be 
\vanted  for  fix  hoipitals,  which  I  managed  at  that  timc. 

Bcing  then  defirous  of  knowing  how  the  regimental 
Surgeons  were  fupplied,  I  prcpofed  the  calling  upon 
theni  in  general  orders,  for  that  purpolC;  and  with  a 
view  to  learn  whether  thfir  riuilance  could  be  depended 
upon  in  the  lield,  and  whether  they  wore  properly  iur- 
niihed  with  medicines.  Except  Mr.  l^.Iagaw,  Surgeon  of 
Col.  Thomfon's  regiment,  and  a  few  others,  they  had 
fcarcely  the  fhadow  of  a  fupply — I  gave  in  a  report  there- 
of, with  a  weekly  return  of  the  fick  i  I  aUo  ftated  to  your 
Excellency  what  I  conceived  to  be  my  duty,  and-that  it 
was  limited  to  the  care  of  the  fick  in  the  General  hofpi- 
tal. 

This  inquiry  into  the  wants  of  regimental  Sur- 
geons, made  them  turn,  as  it  were,  en  the  Gcneial  hof- 
pital.  They  wifhed  to  furnifl-i  themiclves  from  it,  witli 
thofe  articles  of  drcflings,.  which  the  hofpital  Surgeons 
had  colletSted,  and  made  up  for  themfclves,  which  thofe 
gentlemen  thought  an  unreafonable  dcm.md.  Farther, 
the  regimental  Surgeons  wanted,  contrary  to  all  ufagc, 
to  draw  from  the  General  hofpital,  all  they  fhould  call 
for,  in  the  way  of  ftores,  whether  ditcteiic  or  medicinal, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  lick  retained  under  their  care,  in  re- 
gimental hofpitals,  and  to  be  provided  by  me  with  in- 
ftrumcnts  and  bandages,  or  to  fix  the  odium  of  their  in- 
fuilicieucy  at  my  door.  I  therefore  recommended  in  my 
7»'port  the  necefiiiy  of  providing  (not  in  the  army  or 
General  hofpital)  but  from  Continental  Druggiits  (for 
that  was  what  I  intended)  *'  a  capital  fet  of  medicine?, 
inft'.uments,  &c,  as  foon  as  poilible,  and  adviftd  that 
portable  chcfts  ifiould  be  furniHied  from  every  regiment 
for  a  whole  year,  at  once,  aud  each  cheft  be  provided 
with  inftruments  and  bandages. '^ — I  did  not^xpecl,  weak 
jhanded  as  I  was,  with  refpcct  to  ofHcers  and  afliitants  in 
ithe  General  hofpital,  from  its  very  ellabliflimcnt  by 
"Congrcf<:,that  this  tafk  would  be  enjoined  on  me,lfhoiieht 
,n-iy  duty  point:td  out  by  that  eftablilhnient,  as  much  as  I 
'  could 
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could  well  execute,  and  which  only  related  to  the  Gene- 
ral hofpital  iifelf ;  although  with  an  earnefl:  defire  of  pro- 
moting the  good  of  the  lervice,  I  early  pointed  out  the 
wants  of  the  regimental  Surgeons,  and  in  time  for  hav- 
ing thent'  fupplied  with  neceffaries  after  the  manner  that 
has  always  been  pra^lifed  in  the  Biitifh  army,  I  wrote  to 
inform  your  Excellency,  *'  that  my  commiftion  only  ex- 
tended to  the  care  of  the  General  Hofpital  •,  the  plan  of 
eftabliihment  by  Congrefs,  of  July  28,  1775.  The  lift, 
number  and  arrangement  of  officers,  and  my  inftru(Stions^ 
from  Congrefs,  which  were,  wholly  filent  concerning  re- 
giments, their  Surgeons  or  fupplies  confirmed  this  opin- 
ion," not  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  low  eftimate,  which  I 
had  underftood  was  formed  for  the  fupport  of  the  Ge- 
neral hofpital. 

I  then  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  grounded  on  the  cuftoni 
of  the  Britifh  army,  of  fupplying  the  medicine  chefts  by 
ftoppages,  "  that  if  the  fick,  remaining  in  regiments, 
were  to  be  fupplied  at  a  public  expence  (and  not  by  ftop-' 
pages)  that  expence  ought  to  be  made  a  regimental 
charge,  and  m/ight  be  delivered  in  with  an  abftraclof  the 
regiment,  (or any  other  better  way,)  that  the  General  hof- 
pital, having  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair  from  its  veiy 
hature,  ought  not  to  be  burdened  with  their  fupplies ;  for 
then,  on  the  number  of  fick  admitted  in  the  General 
hofpital  being  known,  the  expence  necefiary  for  their 
fupport  could,  after  a  while,  be  better  eftimated  from 
experience." 

I  then  called  on  your  Excellency,  in  the  fame  letter, 
*'for  inftru^lions  what  to  do  ?''  I  informed  you  "  that  the 
nature  and  defign  of  the  General  hofpital,  being  liitle 
underftood,  and  the  nature  of  my  cfiity  fo  much  mif- 
laken,  both  by  the  regimental  Surgeons  and  officers,  and 
many  things  expected  from  me,  impofiible  to  be  complied 
\vith,  I  apprehended  it  to  be  abfolutely  ncceflary  that 
certain  i"cg\ilations  fhould  be  fixed  upon,  toalccrtain  my 
duty,  and  thofe  of  the  Surgeons  and  officers  under  me, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  regimental  Surgeqns,  which  all 

ought 
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oughttaknow,  and  nothofpital  and  regimental  Surgeons 
only,  but  in  general,  every  officer  of  any  rAnk  in  the  ar- 
my,  to  prevent  interference  and  miflakes." — 

Belides  giving  this  information,  in  order  to  bring  abo-ut 
a  farther  explanation  of  the  matter,  and  with  a  view  to 
ac<:omplifh  the  end  propofed  by  it;  when  I  came  to  New- 
York,  I  laid  a  plan  before  the  regimental  Surgeons,  to 
afcertain  their  duty,  with  a  draft  for  a  memorial  to  be 
laid  by  them  before  Congrefs  dating  their  preieni  difH- 
culties,  of  which  they  approved  ;  and  I  wrote  preffii  gly 
myfelf  on  the  fubje^l:,  to  the  Do6>ors  Committee  of  Con- 
grefs ;  and  ?.t  vaiious  other  times  I  have  delivered  my 
opinion  on  the  duties  of  regimental  Surgeons, .which  may 
be  fee n  in  the  general  otders,  particularly  of  July  3dj, 
and  July  28th,  1776.  But  although  the  fentimems  con- 
tained in  thofe  orders  were  enjoinsd  by  your  Excellency 
to  be  made  the  rule  of  conduct,  and  I  think  they  were 
well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofe,  yet  they  were 
Ii:tle  reg^irded  by  m;iny  of  the  regimeatal  Surgeons,  and 
openly  oppofed  by  others.  (^;) 

With  refped  lO  th^  manner  in  which  I  came  to  have 
t^e  charge  of  fupplying  all  the  regimental  Surgeons  with 
medicine  chefts,  &c.  contrary  to  what  I  had  always 
conceived  to  be  the  proper  method,  or  ufual  for  a  Gene- 
ral ho'pital,  as  1  had  always  declared,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark, that  the  furrender  of  Boflon  having  put  us  in 
poSi-flion  of  a  large,  though  unaiTorted  ftock  of  medi- 
cines, hofpital  furniture,  8cc.  your  Excelfcncy  was  pleaf- 
cd  to  order  me»  by  the  Quarter-Mafter- General,  to  put 
up  medic'ne  cherts  for  five  regiments,  at  Bofton,  Salem 
and  Marblehcad,  &c.  about  the  time  the  refl  of  the  army 
moved  to  New- York.  riiis  I  cannot  but  look  upon  as 
ike  beginning  of  all  my  fubiequent  diiTicuities.  Wl'.en  I 
arrived  afterwards  »t  N^ew-York,  your  Excellency  was  at 
Philadelphia,  and  iwas  repeatedly  called  upon  by  letters, 
and  in  the  way  of  pcrfonal  applications  from  regimental 
burgeons  and  ofiicers,  to  furniOi  fevcral  regiments  that. 
were  at  New  York,  und  others  goj\e  10  Canada,   with 
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medicine  chefts.  My  hope  and  expe£lation  had  beenV 
that  out  of  the  whole  (lock  I  had  colledled,  I  might  be 
permitted  to  take  fuch  as  were  wanted  for  the  General 
h  >rpital,  and  then  to  deliver  the  remainder  to  any  Com- 
miffiry  or  Continental  Druggift,  appointed  by  Congrefs, 
or  by  your  Excellency,  to  receive  it,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
public,  and  particularly  for  furnifhing  regimental  Sur- 
geons. I  receiv<;d  feveral  intimations  at  this  time,  from 
different  perlons,  that  Congrefs  expe£lcd  from  me  to 
fupply  the  northern  army  with  medicines  and  hofpital 
ftores. 

Having  received  no  orders,  however,  for  that  purpoft 
and  the  campaign  then  opening,  I  thought  it  highly  ex- 
pedient to  receive  clear  inftrucStions  on  that  head,  and 
applied  for  leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  have  a  confe- 
rence with  forae  members  of  Congrefs  to  know  what  I 
had  to  depend  upon.  Your  Excellency  gave  me  leave  of 
ablence  for  ten  days,  and  although  it  proved  too  fhort  a 
time  to  fettle  the  buiinefa  of  my  department,  yet  I  return- 
ed pun(flually  on-  the  day  appointed. 

Before  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  I  learned  that  the 
Congrefs  had  purchafed  a  valuable  flock  of  medicines, 
which  were  in  the  hands  of  fome  druggifts  in  town,  out 
of  which  (oi*5  a  fuppoiition  I  imagine  that  ihey  had  more 
than  would  be  v/antcd  for  public  ufe)  ruchconfiderablefales 
had  been  m  ide  by  permiflion  of  Congrefs, andlarge  quan- 
tities fent  'o  the  Southward,  that  it  appeared  tome  there 
was  danger,  f'  om  the  great  reduction  that  was  made  in 
it  already,  led  ihc;  bed  colledlion  of  medicines  1  bad  ever 
fee'^  in  America  for  an  army,  mightflip  out  of  the  power 
of  Congrefs  from  fuch  fale,  8ic.  which  might  prove  a  lofs 
they  might  not  have  ir  in  their  power  to  retrieve  in  the 
whole  year,  (o)  I  therefore  prefumed  to  caution  the 
co-nmitt  e  againft  it.  Upon  conferring  with  them  on  the 
fubje(fl,  as  I  had,  though  contrary  to  ufage,  been  obliged 
to  ptit  up  medicine  chefls  fir  lome  regiments,  I  under- 
tor^<,  if  I  might  be  allowed  fuch  a  (hare  of  what  was  on 
hand  as  might  be  wanting  from  time  to  time  to   aflbrt 
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thofe  in  my  pofTeflion,  to  ufe  my  beft  endeavours  to  fup 
ply  regimental  cliefls  to  the  iegi?ir(.nis  at  New- York  yn* 
der  your  Excellency's  command,  for  one  c^inpnign  by 
way  of  trial ;  for  I  did  not  want  to  flirink  from  any  labor, 
flfligned  me,  whcilier  my  proper  duty  or  not,  by  which  I 
might  ferve  my  country,  as  far  as  it  was  pra<51icabie  foir 
me  to  do  it. 

I  did  not  conceive  from  all  I  \yas  able  t©  'earn  that 
there  would  be  more  than  forty  or  fifty  regiments  aiTeni- 
bled  at  New-Vork  ;  nor  did  I  fuppofe  that  one  half  of 
thoic  would  come  deflitute  of  medicines  and  chirurgical 
apparatus,  when  I  heard  that  the  Southv,'ard  regiments 
were  flipplied  by  the  Continental  Druggiifs  ;  and  1  had 
taken  pains  atCamb;  idge,  occafionally,  to  acquaint  Gene- 
ral oiHccrs,  Commanders  of  regiments  and  regimental 
Surgeons,  wiih  my  idea  that  they  v/ere  not  to  look  to  the 
General  hofpital  for  thofe  fuppHes,  but  have  their  regi- 
ments furniihtd,  where  raifed,  as  being  the  m&d  eafy  and 
natural  method  ^  nor  did  I  expect  fuch  numerous  de- 
lachments  of  militia,  all  of  which  came  unpiovided,  and 
iooV:ed  to  mc  for  fupplies  of  every  thing  they  wanted, 
not  chufing  to  fend  their  fick  to  be  imdtr  the  care  of  the 
Surgeons  of  the  hofpi-al. 

I  fupplied  from  40  to  50  regiments  with  medicine  che{ls 
"by  theendoFAugufl:,befidesallthe  bianches  oftheGeneral 
hofpital  at  New-York,  in  the  bowry  and-ncighbourhood, 
and  at  Long-liland,  which  reduced  many  of  our  capital 
articles  to  an  infufEciency  for  the  General  hofpital  for  the 
remaining  part  of  the  campaign.  And  the(<:  I  was  obliged 
to  collefl  elfe where  as  well  as  I  could  j  for  althovigh  there 
was  a  great  fliow  of  medicines  and  furniture  left,  yei  many 
of  the  principal  medicines  being  exhaufled,  and  other  ar- 
ticles not  being  duly  prepared,  nor  fuch  as  were  ufually 
called  for  or  wanted  for  regimental  ufe,  that  fhow  availed 
but  little.  To  give  what  were  at  hand  and  could  be 
fparcd  from  hofpital  ufe,  which  the  regimental  Surgeons 
would  neither  accept  of  nor  be  anfwerable  for,  would 
be,  as  fcripture  exprefles  it,  to  give  one  that  afkcd  foi- 
bread,  a  ftonc  j  or  for  j;a  egg,  a  ferpcnt.  It 
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It  was  by  your  Excellency's  corrmand  that  I  iliipped 
cS*part  of  the  ftores,  as  I  did,  to  Stamford,  to  prevent 
the  wV.oIe  being  loft,  in  cafe  the  enemy  ihould  pofTefs 
themfclvcs  of  New  York.  From  thence  they  were 
fent  into  the  country,  as  fome  frigates  had  got  into  the 
Sound,  and  it  was  eafy  to  land  near  Stamford,  v hereby 
the  flores  might  be  dcfbroyed.  {p)  It  was  by  a  like  com- 
mand that  I  vifited  loppon,  Haverftraw  and  Orange,  to 
look  out  for  a  fuitable  place  for  a  General  hofpital ;  and 
by  your  oj-dcrs,  in  writing,  that  I  went  over  to  Newark 
a  day  or  two  before  th^  evacuation  of  New-York,  to 
jjiake  provifion  for  about  a  thoufand  fick,  including  thofe 
wou  ded  at  the  lafl:  a£\ion  on  Long-Ifland  who  were 
there  committed  to  the  care  of  DocHiors  f  oO:er  and  Bur- 
net, --^urgeons  in  the  General  hofpital,  with  feven  or  eight 
Mates  to  take  care  of  them.(f)  Part  of  the  medicines 
remaining  at  New-York,  were  ordered  over  by  the  Ad- 
jutaat-Gen^'al,  to  whofe  perfonal  acftlvity  and  the  aflif- 
tance  he  gave  to  the  Surgeons,  it  is  owing,  that  they  were 
^faved.  The  mofb  valuable  part,  however,  was  flill  left 
in  New- York,  when  the  enemy  had  efFefted  a  landing, 
drawn  a  line  acrofs  the  ifland,  and  were  fuppofcd  tq 
be  then  entering  New- York,  (r) 

At  this  critical  juncture,  I  went  over  with  fome  of  the 
hofpital  officers,  and  brought  ofF all  that  had  been  left, 
3n  a  peitiauger,  which  was  filled  therewith.  I  had  or- 
dered two  chefts,  for  hofpital  ufe,  to  be  put  up  and  fent 
to  Klngfbridge,  it  being  impoflible  to  get  more  up  there, 
in  a  retreat. 

The  lick  and  wounded  above-mentioned  were  landed 
5n  hafte  and  difortier,  at  Hobuck,  Wchock,  &c.  Some 
of  our  Mates  ffell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  many 
of  the  Nurfes  and  Waiters  fled,  and  the  militia  ran  off 
and  impreffed  every  waggon  they  could  find  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  theiefore  required  fome  days  to  get 
on  all  the  fick  and  woun&^ed,  through  many  difficulties, 
fiom  the  fright  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  rclu<Stance 
t^o  admit  of  the  hofpitals  being  ftationed  at  that  place.. 
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I  had  provllions  to  coledV,  a  Commillary  and  Ward- 
Mafter  to  feek,  and  NiirCesand  Waiters  to  procure,  with 
every  thing  neceflaiy  for  the  comfortable  accommoda- 
tion of  the  fick  and  wounded.  I  had  but  little  affiftance 
enough  to  perform  this  taik,  your  Excellency  having  en- 
joined me  to  leave  the  moft  confiderable  number  of  Sur- 
geons and  Mates  at  York  ifiand,  in  cafe  of  need.  I  made 
all  pofiible  l-afte,  however,  to  put  the  hofpitals  at  New- 
Ark  on  a  fate  footing,  wliich  I  accomplillied  in  about 
ten  days,   and  then  returned  to  head-quarters. 

After  this,  judge,  Sir,  of  my  diftrefs,  to  find  how  much 
this  affair  had  been  mifreprefented  to  your  Excellency, 
as  I  perceived  it  was  by  a  letter  jiaft  written  to  me  by  your 
Aid-deCamp,  fetting  forth  the  miferable  fituation  to 
vrhich  the  lick  were  reduced,  and  the  clamour  for  want 
of  medicines,  abfolutely  infifting  on  an  immediate  and 
fufficient  fupply,  for  *'  whilfl:  1  was  referving  the  medi- 
cines for  cafes  of  emergency,  the  lick  were  dying  in  num- 
bers for  want  of  a  necefiaiy  fupply."  I  had  juft  fent  to 
an  eminent  private  Druggeil,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  William 
Smithy  the  Continental  Druggifb,  at  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing for  a  fupply  of  Pach  ariicks  as  either  I  had  not  or 
could  not  be  got  at,  enclofing  each  of  them  a  lifl  for  the 
purpofe.(/)  Inftead  of  ten  pounds  of  Tartar  Emetic,  I 
fcnt  for,  four  ounces  were  all  I  coiUd  obtain  for  the 
whole  army,  fcarcely  equal  to  the  demaads  of  a  iingle  re- 
gimental Surgeon,  or  for  one  day*s  confiimption  for  the 
army.  I  prevailed  on  the  Surgeon  of  a  regiment  to  go  ex- 
prcij  to  Hartford, Norwich, Providence,  Pihodc-Ifland  and 
Bofton,  to  procure  medicines,  which  places  were  fo  bare 
of  the  articles  that  we  principally  wan*\ed,  as  to  occafion 
a  great  difappointment.  What  is  more  wonhy  of 
remark,  they  never  came  to  hand  till  a  fhort -while  be- 
fore the  retreat  from  Hackcnfack.  I  had  applied  to 
Governor  Trumbull  by  letter,  for  lome  afliftance,  which, 
thoughitwasfentasexpeditioufly  as  pofIible,took  time.(i;) 
T  alfo  applied  in  perfon  to  the  State  of  New-York,  at 
Fifli-Kills,  hearing  they  had  part  of  a  flock  of  medicines 
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purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  that  State  on  hand,  and  found 
It  had  been  ordered  to  Albany  for  the  ufe  of  the  Nor- 
thern department. 

What  made  it  more  aftonifhing  th^t  the  number  and 
clamors  of  the  fick  fliould  be  fo  gieat  at  that  time  is,  thaj: 
in  a  confultation  which  your  Excellency,  General  Green 
and  Central  Parfons  had,  a  few  days  before  tbe  evacua- 
tion of  New- York,  it  was  there  propofed  to  fend  off  the 
fick  and  all  unfic  for  duty  in  brigades,  with  fome  careful 
officeis  out  of  each  brigade  to  attend  them,  and  money 
to  defray  the  expences  of  fuitable  accommodations  and 
refrefhmentsj  and  a  Surgeon  was  ordered  a  long  with  the 
fick  of  each  biigade,  that  they  might  not  fufFer  for  want 
of  medical  affiftance  (iy)  1  am  fiill  of  opinion,  U  was 
the  beft  Hep  that  could  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
fick  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands,  unlefs  what  I 
once  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  as  my  wifh  could 
have  been  accompliihed,  viz.  That  protejTtions  might  be 
granted  to  the  hofpltals  on  both  fides,  and  the  fick  not 
become  prifonersof  war»  but  their perfons  and  attendants 
might  be  priviledged  and  f-^fe,  as  was  ihe  cafe  betwixt  the 
French  and  Englifli  in  the  wars  of  Europe. 

Yet  all  the  confcquences  of  the  lick  fuffering  for 
want  of  ncceffiiries — ■ — fad  fpe£lacles  of  human  woe 
prcfenting  themfelves  in  towns,  villages  and  on  the 
roads,  and  ftraggling  through  the  country,  thereby 
exciting  the  terror  as  well  as  the  companion  of  the  in» 
habitants  j  have  been  afcribed  to  my  department  and  the 
officers  under  mc,  at  a  time  when  we  ourielves  fuf- 
fered,  and  called  in  vain  for  afliftance  frOm  other  depart- 
me  ts,  and  fo  fai*  as  we  were  able,  became  fatigue-men 
and  laborers  to  the  fick  and  wounded,  as  we  could  pro- 
cure none  from  the  army,  and,  as  I  mentioned  before, 
many  of  our  attendants  and  nurfes  fled. 

At  the  time  of  my  greateft  difficulty  to  procure  an  af- 
fortment  of  medicines,  I  gave  orders  to  the  Apothecary 
at  Newark  to  aflbrt  what  he  had  there,  which  was  all 
that  could  be  got  to   diljpcnfe  j     to  ifTue  to  all  applyeis 
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far  regimental,  fick,  Tvhat  could  be  fpared  at  any  tate. 
from  the  hofpltnl  practice,  and  referred  iuch  as  called 
upon  me  for  medicines,  to  him. (a:)  That  did  not  faiisfy 
all,  many  expe<Sting,  as  it  feems,  wherever  they  happened 
to  be  ftariwned,  or  wherever  any  part  of  the  hofpital  was 
open  for  tlie  reception  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  that 
they  had  a  right'  to  draw  any  medicines  they  wanted^^nd 
to  be  furnilhed  from  thence  with  whatever  they  called 
for,  though  that  part  was  only  provided  for  its  own  con- 
fumption,  and  the  Surgeons  of  the  hofpital  were  willing 
to  take  care  of  the  lick  fent  to  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

In  the  midft  of  this  fcene  of  perplexity  and  confufion 
I  received  a  note  from  Col.  Grayfon,  Aid-De-Carap  to 
your  Excellency,  dehring  to  know  from  you,  whether  I 
could,  or  whethtr  I  thought  it  in  the  line  of  my  duty  to 
fupply  the  regimental  Surgeons  with  what  they  wanted  j 
to  which  I  returned"  for  anfwer,  **  that  I  never  had  con- 
ccivtdit  tQ  he  pr9perly  in  the  line  of  my  duty ,  though  I  had 
done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  perform  that  fervice, 
for  want  of  a  better  eftablilhment,  the  prefciit  being  in 
that  refpe(ft  contrary  to  every  known  pra<Stice,  as  I  had 
always  declared,  and  if  it  was  ever  fo  much  expe(Sled  from 
me  I  had  not  the  means  "  It  was  then  by  your  order  that 
I  drew  up  the  propofed  regulations  for  a  better  eftablifh- 
mcnt,  which  I  forwarded  to  Ccngrefs  fo  toon  as  it  was 
returned  to  mc,  and  herewith  fend  your  Excellency  a 
copy,  [y)  It  was  to  no  purpofe  that  I  made  the  fame  dt- 
claraticjn  to  Ofliceis  and  Surgeons  in  general,  as  I  had 
done  to  your  Excellency.  Their  importunities  coatinued 
as  great  as  ever 

Immediately  after  this,  I  received  a  charge  to  eftablifli. 
farther  hofpitals,  to  be  fituaied  more  conveniently  for 
the  nation  of  your  army  at  that  time.  I  recommended 
Hackenfiick."  Every  General  olHcer  to  whom  it  was 
mentioned,  approved  cf  it,  as  che  mofl:  fuitnble  place  of 
all  others  for  the  fick  of  tne  army  on  ^'ork-Ifland,  there 
being  no  fuch  convenient  place  on  the  ifland  itfelf,  and 
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the  enemy  had  juil  made  a  defcent  above  Kingfbridge; 
1  was  ordered  over  the  river  to  view  Hackenfack,  and 
to  report  what  numbers  of  fick  could  be  provided  for  at 
that  place.  On  my  return,  I  did  accordingly  report  that 
if  a  fufficient  number  of  carpenters  and  mafons  were  fet  ' 
to  work  immediately  to  fit  up  the  church,  court-houfe, 
manufa^ory  and  a  (lore  houfe  or  two,  &c.  fix  or  feven* 
hufclred  m^n,  and  perh;^ps  niore  might  be  accommo* 
dated  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  ;  but  it  would  re- 
quire many  workmen,  and  fome  time  to  prepare  places 
for  their  convenient  reception,  f  was  then  ordered  back 
tocarry  thejjlan  into  execution  with  all  poflible diligence. 
I  went  accordingly,  and  next  day  no  lefs  than  300  men 
were  brought  into  the  neighbourhood  for  me  to  look 
after,  though  I  was  quite  al.one  in  refpe^l  to  help.  They 
daily  increafed  in  numberSy  fo  that  within  a  few  dayg 
they  amounted  to  upwards  of  a  ihoufand.  I  had  left  in- 
ftru£lions  for  Dr.  JVarren^  and  a  number  ©f  Mates 
and  other  hofpital  officers  to  follow  and  attend*  the 
fick.  (2) 

At  firil  we  had  neither  bread,  flour,  nor  frefli  provi- 
fions  in  readinefs,  nor  were  Commflaries  at  hand,  from 
whom  I  could  obtain  any  help.  General  G reeky  to  whom 
I  fent  to  fort  Lee  for  affiftancc,  was  gone  over  to 
York-ifland.  So  foon  as  my  hands  were  ftrengthened 
v/ithDr./^^rr^rtVandMr.Z^^W/fyV  help,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commiliary  and  Q.aartcr-Marter,  difhcuhies 
abated  by  degrees  every  day,  and  our  aCairs  got  into  a 
more  promiling  train.  In  the  mean  while  the  two  armies 
having  marched  towards  the  White  Plains,  a  battle  was 
expected.  I  therefore  haftened  to  join  your  Excelleu)^. 
On  my  arrival  I  found  the  Surgeons  of  the  General  hof"- 
pital,  in  confequence  of  orders  from  head -quarters,  to 
look  'out  for  a  place  for  the  wounded  at  a  convenient 
diftance,  had  pitched  upon  the  church  atNorth-caflle,  as 
the  moft  fuitable  they  could  meet  with.  I  went  to  view 
it,  and  to  prepare  matters  if  tfie  enemy's  troops  Ihould 
com'e  to   action. 

Whilil 
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W}>ilft  we  were  getting  in  readinefs,  a  firing  of  can* 
non  was  heard  anew,  for  there  had  been  a  firing  heard, 
the  day  before  at  fort  Wafhington.  On  learning  n  was 
at  the  White  t^lains,  every  Snrgeon  of  the  hofpital 
t'hen  prefent  fet  out  with  me,  immediately,  for  the  Plains, 
federal  Mates  following,  with  a  waggon,  to  bring  the  in- 
ftrum^nts  and  dreflings.  "We  fixed  nearihe  lines,  and  I 
never  ftii  red  (com  thence  till  the  enemy  retreated,  which 
was  about  «i  v.  eekaher;  nor  till yourExcel!encycr.:ff-d  the 
river,  to  halien  to  the  fupport  r(  fort  Wafhington.  la 
the  mean  time,  the  iituation  of  affaiis  would  not  permit 
your  Excellency  to  give  me  leave  to  return  to  North  Caf-  < 
tie,  but  for  a  few  hours,  to  give  dire(5lions,  and  to  afSft 
in  providing  for  the  fick  and  wounded  ;  an  hofpital 
Surgeon,  and  fbme  times  two  or  more,  with  three  or  fouc 
Mates, attendmg  the  whole  time,  at  th«  Plains,  in  expeOia* 
tion  of  a  fecond  action 

Here  I  cannot  but  feel  for  the  Hofpital  Surgeons,  who 
before  th^^y  could  obtain  any  quarters,  except  fuch  as  a 
few  hou'.-s  induftry  enabled  them  to  do,  in  a  country 
which  was  not  v(^U  calculated  to  afford  any  good,  were 
fuddenly  overwhelmed  with  numbers  of  fick  fent  to  them, 
as  well  as  the  wounded,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  and 
whilfi:  many  of  the  regimental  Surgeoes  were  abfent  in 
the  country,  having  left  their  corps  in  the  field,without 
ailiflance,  contrary  to  orders  of  July  3d,  at  a  time  when 
an  engagement  was  confldered  as  inevitable,  there  were 
few  at  hand  to  give  any  aid.  Hence,  whilft  the  hofpital 
Surgeons  were  preparing  matters  at  their  proper  flations 
in  the  hofpital,  clamors  were  excited  againfl  them  for  noli 
being  with  the  troops,  and  when  they  were  detained  at 
the  lines,  to  fupply  the  places  of  regimental  Surgeons, 
who  ought  to  have  been  there  •,  the  wounded,  who  were 
conveyed  to  to  the  hofpital,  naturally  demanded  the  at- 
tention of  the  whole  body  of  Surgeons,  to  adminiftei: 
aid  to  them.       (a) 

When  1   was  at  liberty  to  repair  to  North-Caftle,  all 
my  applications  for  workmen,«to  put  the  hofpital  in  or- 
C  dcr. 
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del,  to  conflrufl  chimneys,  and  fecure  the  ficS:  and 
wounded  from  cold,  the  effecfls  of  which  were  ft verely 
felt  at  that  time,  afd  of  which  it  is  thought  feme  died, 
proved  abortive.  Such  then  as  could  not  be  accomo- 
dated here,  under  care  of  Do£^ors  Adams  and  McKnight, 
were  fent  to  Stamford  and  Norwalk,  to  the  amount 
of  above  a  thoufand,  under  the  care  erf  Doctors 
Turner  and  Euftfs,  Surgeons  of  the  General  hofpltal,  and 
every  accommodation  pofSble  was  provided  for  them. 

Before  I  go  on  with  this  narrative  of  General  Hofpital ; 
proceedings,  I  fliall  juft  obferve,  that  in  part  of  a  day 
and  night's  time,  feveral  hundred  fick  an<i  wounded,were 
tranfportcd  from  Long-Iftand  to  New-York,  amidft  a 
heavy  rain,  which  fell  durisg  our  retieat.  They  \/er« 
landed  at  different  wharves,  and  carried  into  different' 
houfes,  whilft  myfelf  and  thofc  about  me  ufed  all 
our  endeavours  to  collcft  them  together,  mto  barracks, 
and  hnfpitals  I  had  provided  for  them  -,  and  although 
al'  poffible  care  was  taken  to  prevent  it,  yet  may  of  them 
Unavoidably  fuffered,  though  we  were  up  great  part  of 
the  night  in  this  icrvice.  •% 

So  foon  as  I  was  able  to  attend  that  duty  in  perfon,  I 
gave  my  affiftnnce  in  dreffing  the  patients,  fo  that  there 
ivas  not  a  fingle  o-^c,  of  thofc  wounded  in  the[a<5lion  on 
Long-Ifland  who  were  brought  to  the  General  hofpital  at 
New- York,  that  I  did  not  drefsmyielf ;  and  I  affifted  in 
all  operations  that  I  knew  of,  wherever  I  was  prefent 
and  could  attend  j  for  I  always  vifitcd  as  many  fick  offi- 
cers riiidothers,  out  of  the  hofpital,  by  myfelf,and in  con- 
fultation,  as  was  any  *ways  poflible  forme  to  do,  confif- 
tcnt  w  th  my  other  calls  of  duty,   (aa) 

How  much  pains  I  took  by  writing  and  convcr(ation 
to  aflift  in  getting  the  regimental  Surgeons  on  Tome 
footing,  fatisfa6tory  to  them,  and  ufefwl  to  the  army,  I 
could  adduce  many  proofs,  if  required  ;  that  I  never 
could  effe£l  it,  is  what  I  havt  to  lament.  The  caufes  I 
Ihalt  not  take  up  yourjtime  to  inveftigate.  If  the  plan, 
BOW  before  your  ExcclTency,iljould  take  pleacc  either  in  | 

whole. 
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whdc,  or  part,  it  may  perhaps  ifftCt  that  dcilrable  pur  ; 
pofc,  where  my  endeavors  muft  reft,     (bb) 

The  orders  and  inftru^ions  I  have  given  to  the  Sur- 
geons of  the  General  holphal,  at  different  limes,  are 
numerous  i  feme  of  them  your  Excellency  read, 
approved,  and  fubfcribed  yourfelf. 

Sometimes  when  houfes  for  hofpitals  have  been  affign- 
ed  mc  by  public  authority,  I  hrwe  met  with  gr«at  up- 
pofi.Ion  in  getting  polVcfli^jn  of  them,  from  protr£lions 
in  favor  of  the  pioj  riciois  and  occupiers,  ®r  others,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  Sruyvelants.and  inthofc  inthe  Bowry,where 
a  brigade  of  militia  difpoflefled  the  lick  cf  the  houfes, 
affignsd  for  that  purpofe, by  the  New- York  comQ"iittee.(cc) 

To  bring  this  narrative  of  my  conduct  to  a  conclulion. 
So  foon  as  I  heard  of  the  lofs  of  Fort  Wafhington,  Forfc 
'Lee,  Hackenfack  and  Newark,  judging  your  Excellency 
^  juld  reqiiire  my  prefence,  I  left  the  befl:  dire^ions 
I  could,  for  the  Sturgeons  of  the  General  Hofpital  on 
the  caft  lide  of  Hudlon's-River»  and  haftened  to  joia 
you,  which  I  did, the  day  after  you  crofled  the  Delaware. 
I  was  dilh'e/Ted  to  find  your  Excellence v  entirely 
deftitute  of  Surgeons,  at  hand,  to  take  charge  of  the 
wounded,  in  cafe  of  battle. 

With  your  Excellency's  approbation  I  proceeded  to 
Philadelphia,  to  lay  this  matter  before  Congrefs,  and  get 
an  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  their  refolves  of 
Q«£tober  yth,  refpe^ling  my  being  Itaiioned  on  the  eaffc 
fide  of  Hudfon's-river.  I  applied  to  feveral  members, 
and  requr  (led  an  audience,  but,  on  account  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  ar  that  time,  it  was  impoflible  to  obuin  it. 
The  Congrefs  was  fully  employed,  and  adjoured  wiihin 
a  day  or  two  a'terwards,  to  Maryland.  The  fick  were 
brought  daily  to  the  city,  in  great  numbers,  objefts  oF 
pity.  For  the  care  ef  them,  I  gave  the  beft  advice  I  could, 
to  Dr.  Potts,  who  was  employed  by  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty for  that  purpofe.  Several  Waggon  loads  of  medicines 
and  hofpital  articles,  which  had  bee»^referved  from  fail- 
ing intodie  enemy's  hands,  and  fentrrom  New-Yor]:  to 
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Ncvrark,  and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  \«rerc  bro\ight 
to  the  college,  in  no  good  condition.  It  was  my  care  to 
colk<n:  from  them,  what  was  of  moft  value,  and  chiefly 
«v anted  for  holpita)  ure,and  iend  to  Bethlehem,  fhereli, 
by  order  of  Congrefs,  were  fhipped  to  Wilmington  and 
Chiifteen,  where  I  fent  a  Surgeon  to  review,  and 
fee  them  repacked,  in  good  order,  and  to  make  out  an 
invoice  of  the  fame,  and  fend  it  to  Congrefs. 

i  returned  t©  head-quarters,  and  that  day  received  a 
letter  from  an  honorable  member,  which  I  (liewed  to 
your  Excellency,  giving  it  as  his  judgement,  that  it  was 
the  deiigH  of  Congrefs.  I  fhould  attend  to  the  care  of  the 
lick  on  thceaft  fide  of  Hudfon's-iivcr,  and  be  reftri£led 
to  that  place  ;  which  I  could  not  but  coniider  as  a  fingu- 
lai  vefiiridion  for  a  Direftor-General. 

In  obedience,  however,  to  this  refolve  of  Congrefs,  I 
detGi mined  torepair to  thatftaiion,  but  found  it  neceiTary 
to  take  Bethlehem  in  my  way,  as  my  papers  and  baggage, 
and  moil  of  the  hofpital  Surgeons  and.  Mates  of  my 
department  were  at  that  place,  and  to  ticliver  over  to 
fome  proper  perfons,  for  the  ufe  of  your  Excellency's 
army,  the  chief  articles  of  the  medicines  I  had  fent  there. 
Of  thcfe  however,  I  referved  a  fews  and  comparatively 
but  a  few.  of  fuch  as  were  wanted,  with  fomefew  floret, 
likevvife  wanted,  for  the  fick  on  this  fide,  together  witk 
my  inftrnments  and  bandages.  But  your  Excellency 
having  feen  fit  to  fend  for  thefe,  by  exprefs,thcy  were  ac- 
cordingly difpatched  by  the  fame  meflenger. 

Of  ten  thoufand  Bandages  I  had  prepared  for  ufe  in 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  what  with  the  confumpi 
tion,  lofs,  fuppliesto  the  General  Hofpital  and  regimental 
Surgeons,  few  are  left. 

The  dilTiculties  of  attending  to  the  wants  and  demands 
of  fo  many  fick,  fpread  through  fo  great  a  tra<fl  of  coun- 
try, and  the  clamors  which  have  been  raifed,  in  confe° 
iq'ucnce  thereof,  havft  induced  me  to  trouble  your  Excel- 
lency with  this  long  and  particular  detail  of  fatTts,  an 4 
K>  rec^ucft  your  Excellency's  order  for  a  court  of  Inquiry, 

bow' 
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liow  the  (ick  have  been  taken  care  of,  in  the  General 
Hofpital  •,  compofcd  of  officers  btft  acquaiQicd  with  th«f 
rules  and  difciplinc  of  war,  and  of  hofpital  matters ;  by 
which  it  may  be  known  in  what  manner,  agreeable  to 
the  eflabliilirnent of  our  General  Hofpital,  by  a-uthoiity 
of  Congref^,  and  the  inftru<Sl:ions  I  have  received,  from 
time  to  time,  from  Congrf  fs  and  your  Excellency,  and 
the  information  and  affift^ince  I  have  repeatedly  applied 
for,  provifion  has  b^en  made  for  the  fick  j  that  the  na^ 
ture  of  military  hofpitals,in  general ;  and  of  ours  in  par- 
ticular, may  be  afcertainedj  and  if  the  iick  have  fuff»;red 
more  than  was  inevitable,  from  the  nature, peculiar  hard- 
fhips  and  difficulties  of  laft  Campaign,  the  caufcs  may 
be  known,  and  a  fea-fonaT»le  remedy  applied,  and  thofc 
on  whom  any  iraputation-s  have  fallen,  either  of  neglc<n: 
or  mifmanagement,  may  have  an  opportuniy  of  vindicat- 
ing their  proceedings,  before  a  proper  tribunal,  which  is 
what  I  inircat  for  myfelf,  and  for  the  department  under 
nie. 

1  have  requefted  Dr.  M' Knight  to  take  charge  of  tliefe 
d\fpatcWes,and  hope  for  your  Excellency's  an'wer,  wheQ 
Icifure  will  permit  \  being,  with  the  greateft  deference-, 

'XotP  Excellency's 

-  mofl  obedient 

and  very  humble  fervant. 


JOHN     MORGAN. 


Fifh-KIlIs, 
^'ebniarjr  i ft.  1777 
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FISH-KILLS»     February  Zy  i']'i^. 
To  His  Excellency  General  WASHINGTON^ 

SENSIBLE  of  the  great  difficulties,  which  have  at- 
tended  the  department  of  Dir»^(ftor  General, ^vving 
to  a  ^reat  variety  of  caufes  that  were  rot  in  my  power  to 
govern,  by  which  the  fick  of  the  army  fuftered  very  much 
laft  campaign  ;  I  had  juft  finifhed  the  memorial,  which 
accpmpanies  ihis  containing  a  narrative  of  my  condu6^ 
in  that  departmefit,  with  the  hope  and  ,.xp::£lation  of  ob- 
taining, from  youi*  Excellency's  known  'lumanity,  and 
!ove  of  juftice  a  cou'  t  of  inqni*  y  rcfptiSlrng  it  \,  chat  thofc 
caufes  might  be  examined  into,  and  rightly  underftood^ 
snd  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  ?ayfelf, 
before  a  juft  and  candid  tribunal,  from  any  allegations 
that  might  be  laid  at  my  door,  of  negiecl^  or  milcondu£t 
in  the  difcharge  of  the  duty  of  my  ftation,  according  to 
the  beft  of  my  judgement,  knowledge  and  abilities, 
when  Dr.  Foller  called  to  fliew  me  your  Ex  ellcncy*s 
order  to  him,  of  January  22d  It  informed  him,  that  as  I 
was  difmifled  from  the  Direftor-Generalfhip  by  Congrefs, 
he  was  called  upon,  as  eldeftSuM^ii,  to  ta"ke  charge  of 
the  holpitalson  theeaftfi'le  oftlJ|B|er.  till  a  further  iio- 
mination  to  that  p 'ft.  This  diliwiu^n  has  taken  place, 
without  ray  being  ever  notifi'^d  by  Congrefs  with  the  rea- 
sons for  it,  or  halving  been  called  upon,  to  anfwer  for  my 
conducSl,  though  I  had  heard  from  a  membe-.r,  that  heavy 
charges  hadbeen  brought  againft  me,  forthe  fufferings  of 
the  fick  5  on  which  I  defir  ,d  hioi  to  inform  Congrefs, 
jhat  I  was  ready  to  ftand  the  tell:  of  an  examination, 
tnd  rcquefted  an  audience,  immediately,  which  I 
'vould  not  be  favoured  with.  This  I  did  verbally,  and 
afterwards  applied  to  Congrefs,  through  him,  by  letter, 
to  which  I  never  received  any  anfwer. 

On  this  account  I  drew  up  the  prcfent  memo^ia^,  flat- 
tering myfelf  I  fliould  obtain  the  wi/hed  for  inquiry,  from 
"^our  Excellency, 


\ 
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A  difmiflion  "by  Congrcfs  from  mj  (lation,  wltlio^tf 
their  having  acquainted  me  with  the  nature  of  my  fup- 
pofcd  offerees,  and  allowed  me  a  previous  heaiing  apj 
pears  to  me  a  very  fevere,  if  not  unulual  proceeding.  "^ 
am  obliged, thereiorc,ftiU  to  trouble  your  Excellency,  t3 
rtqueft  your  perufal  of  the  memorial,  and  to  exprels  my 
delire  that  it  may  be  laid  before  Congrefs,  for  their  con- 
fiderarion. — It  is  not,  Sir,  that  1  difpute  the  authoriry  ot 
that  auguft  Body,to  appoint  at  plealure,  as  well  as  to  re- 
voke their  appointment  of  pcrfons,  to  offices  of  rank  and 
truft  ;  but  when  a  revocation  is  made  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  not  to  leave  the  peiTon  removed  an  opfoi  tunity  of 
juftifying  his  proceedings,  in  cafe  any  accu. anions  ar« 
brought  Jgainft  him.  It  cannot  fail  of  opc.atmg  to  his 
difadvantage,  in  the  eyes  of  the  wo*  Id. 

It  is  namral,  therefore,  to  expe6l,  and  what  every  man 
has  a  right  to  hope  for,  that  he  may,  though  Lite,  be 
heard  with  candor  and  impartiality,  and  to  wifli  that  a 
true  ftateof  his  condu£l>in  any  public  department, may  be- 
known,  that  according  to  the  evidence  oi:  fadls  it  prefcnts^ 
he  may  be  condemned  or  acquitted. 

I  propofe  to  go  from  hence  to  Stamford  and  Norwalk, 
to  deliver  up  the  hofpltal  ftores,  with  which  I  have  been 
entrufted,  to  Dr.  Poller's  charge,  and  then  proceed,  as  I 
have  opportunity,  to  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore,  for  the 
fettlement  of  my  accounts 

As  I  (hall  ftand  in  need  of  affi/lance  for  tranfporting 
my  books,  papers  and  baggage,  j  flatter  myfelf  your  Ex- 
cellency  will  bepleafed'to  g'-ve  fuch  orders  as  Uiay  enable 
me  to  get  them  removed. without  v^hich  I  may  fufFtr  great 
delays  and  inconven  once.* — Wlfhing  you  fuccefs  and 
hap  plnefs, equal  to  your  exalted  merit,!  have  the  honcur 
to  iubfcribe  myfelf,  with  all  pofiible  veneration. 
Your  Excellency's 
moil  obedient 

and  very  humble  fervant, 

JOHN    MORGAN. 

His  Excellency  General  Washing ton^ 


(     24    ) 

"*  For  Want  of  the  aflidance.  lafked  for  allthoie  ardclcl, 
tvhichwerecarriedwiththehofpital  (lores  toDanbury  were 
entirely  confumed  by  firs,  in  the  late  deftru(flion  of  that 
place,  April  the  25th,  by  the  incTflvfion  of  the  troops 
tinder  Governor  Tryon.  The  moft  coftlyof  my  houfhold 
furniture,  italian  hiflory  paintings  done  by  rhcbeft  maf- 
ters,  a  choice  coUecStion  of  French  engravings,  a  chofen 
Library  (exclufive  of  my  own  manufcripts,  the  labour  of 
ten  years)  a  number  of  rarities  and  fpcclmens  of  natural 
hiftory,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  thoufahd  pounds 
fterling,  in  value,  were  alfo  deftroyed  at  Bordentown, 
or  carried  off  by  the  enemy,  at  Chiiftmafs,  a  few  weeks 
before  this  my  fo  fliameful  dihnifSon,  yet  whilft  I  was 
adlually  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  my  country.  I  had 
removed  them  to  that  place,  for  fecurity,  when  I  was 
firft  invited  by  Congrefs  into  the  army.  For  fuch  loftes 
and  fervices  as  I  have  fuflaiRcd.in  my  country's  caufe;  whilft 
others,  of  Inferior  raU'k,  who  h^ve  made  no  fuch  lacriii- 
ces,  nor  fuftained  any  iofles,  for  leiTer  fervices,  meet  with 
promotions. amd  diftinguiihed  rewards  ;  my  only  returns 
from  a  grateful  country^  are  difgrace  and  infults.  But  I 
fet  down  quiet,  under  this  confolatory  refledlion,  that  if 
it  be  the  Will  of  Heaven,  all  thefe  things  ihall,  in  due 
lime,  work  together  for  good. 
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APPENDIX. 


COPY  OF  THE  RESOLVES  op 
CONGRESS,  relating  to  the  General- 
Hofpital,  and  the  Duties  of  the  Dire(flor- 
General,  Directors  of  Hofpitals,  Surgeons 
of  Hofpitals  and  Regiments,  and  to  the 
Pfovifion  for  the  Sick,  &c. 

In    CONGRESS,    Thurfday,   July  17,  1775-, 

RESOLVED,  That  for  the  eftablifliment  of  aa 
Hofpital  for  an  ARMY,  confifting  of  2e,ooo 
men,  the  following  officers  and  other  attendants  be  ap- 
pointed, with  the  following  allowance  and  pay. 

A  Direclor- General  a»d    Chief  Phyfitian,  his   pay  4. 

Dollars  per  day. 
4  Surgeons,  per  day,  each  -  one  and  a  third,  do* 
I     Apothecary,  -  oae  and  a  third,  do. 

20  Mates,     each  per  day,         -  two-thirds,  do. 

1  Clerk,  -  -  -  two-thirds,  do. 

2  Storekeepers,    each         -  4  Dollars  per  Month. 
I  Nurfe  to  every  10  fick,  one-fifteenth  of  a  Dollar  per 

day,  or  2  Dollars  per  Month. 
Labourers  occaiionally. 

Th£  Duty  of  the  above  Officers,  viz, 

Dire«Sl:or  ftnd  Chief  Phyfician  to  furnifh  medicines^" 
bedding  and  all  other  necciiaries  •,  to  pay  for  the  fame  ; 
fuperintend  the  whole  ;  and  to  xn^ke  his  report  to,  an4 
receive  orders  from  the  Comraaf.der  la  Chief. 

D  Surgeons, 
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Surgeons,  Apothecaries  and  Mates,  to   vifit  and  at 
tend  thefick,  and  the  Mates  to  obey  the   orders  ©f  the 
Thylician,  Surgeons  and  Apothecary. 

Matron,  to  fuperintend  the  Nurfes,  bedding,  <bc» 

Nurfes  to  attend  the  lick,  and  obey  the  Matrons 
orders.  » 

Clerk,  to  belong  to  the  Diredor  and  Storekeeper. 

Storekeeper,  t®  receive  and  deliver  the  bedding,  and 
other  necefiaries,  by  order  of  the  Director, 

Extraft  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAilLES  THOMSON,    Secretary. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  appointment  of  the 
four  Surgeons,  and  the  Apothecary,  be  left  to  the  Di- 
reftor  General  and  Chief  Phyfician. — That  the  Mates 
be  appointed  by  the  Surgeons  ;  and  that  the  number  do 
not  exceed  twenty  ;  and  that  the  number  be  not  kept  m 
cbnftant  pay,  unlefs  the  fick  and  wounded  fhould  be  fo 
numerous  as  to  require  the  attendance  of  twenty,  and 
to  be  difmilled  as  circumftances  will  admit  \  for  which 
purpofe,  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only 
receive  pay  for  actual  fervice. 

That  the  Clerk,  Storek«epers  and  Nurfes,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Director. 

Extrafi:  from  the  Minutes. 

Charles  Tmomscn,  Secretary,  , 
By   Order  of  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefidcnt^ 

In 
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1h    congress,    September  14,  1775, 

RESOLVED,  That  Samuel  Stringer, 
Efq;  be  appointed  Dire<Stor  of  the  Hofpital,  and  Chief 
Phyfician  and  Surgeon,  for  the  ARMY  in  the  Noc 
thern  Department. 

That  the  pay  of  the  faid  Samuel  Stringer,  Efq; 
as  Dire(flor,  Phyfician  and  Surgeon,  be  four  Dollar 6 
per  day. 

That  he  be  authorized,  and  have  power  to  appoint  a 
number  of  Surgeons- Mates  under  him,  not  exceeding 
four. 

That  the  pay  of  faid  Mues,  be  two-thirds  of  a  Dol" 
iar  per  day. 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conftant  pay,  unlefs 
the  Ack  and  wounded  be  fo  numerous  as  to  require  the 
conftant  attendance  of  four,  and  be  diminiihed  as  cir- 
cumftaqces  fliall  admit,  for  which  reafon  the  pay  is  fixed 
by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  adtual 
fervice. 

That  the  Deputy  Gommiflary  General  be  dire<^ed  to 
piy  Do^lor  Stringer,  for  the  medicines  he  has  pur- 
chafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  ARMY,  and  that  he  purchafe 
and  forward  fuch  other  medicines  as  General  Schuy- 
ler, fhall,  by  his  warrant  dire^:  for  the  ufe  of  thelai4 
ARMY. 

A  Copy  frcKn  the  Minutes. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary* 

By  Order  of  the  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,    Prefident, 

U 
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Ik     congress,     July  17,    i'jt6. 

fx  E  S  O  L  V  E  D,    That  the  number  of  the  Hofpi- 

t.  .'ourgeons  and  Mates,  be  increafed  in  proportion  to 
kh^  augmentation  ot  the  ARMV,  not  exceeding  one 
Surgeon  and  five  Mates,  to  every  five  thoiiiand  mensj 
to  be  reduced,  when  the  ARMY  is  reduced,  or  when 
there  is  no  further  occafion  for  fo  great  a  number. 

That  as  many  perfons  be  employed  in  the  fevcral  Hof- 
pltals.  in  quality  of  Storekeepers,  Stewards,  Managers 
and  Nurfes,  as  are  neceflary  for  the  good  of  the  fervice 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Diredtors  of 
the  feveral  Hofpitals. 

That  the  fcveral  regimental  chcfts  of  medicines,  and 
chirurgical  indrumeats  which  now  are,  or  hereafter 
fhall  be  in  the  pofiefiiion  of  the  regimental  Surgeons,  be 
fubjedt  to  the  inipeftion  and  inquiry  of  the  rerpe<Stive 
I>ire£lors  of  Hofpitals  and  the  DirccHior  General,  and 
that  the  faid  regimental  Surgeons  fhall  from  time  to 
tim^  when  thereto  required,  render  account  of  the  faid 
medicines  an.l  inftruments  to  the  faid  Dire^lors  ;  or  if 
there  be  ho  Director  in  any  particular  department,  to 
the  Diredlor  General  ;  =  the  faid  account  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Dire<5tor  General,  and  by  him  to  the  Gon- 
grefs  ;  and  the  medicines  and  inftruments  not  ufed  by 
any  regimental  Surgeon,  to  be  returned  when  the  regi- 
rneut  is  reduced,  to  the  refpsftive  Dire^ors,  and  an  ac- 
count thereof  by  them  rendered  to  the  Diref^tor  Gene- 
ral, and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs,  ^ 

That  the  feveral  Direftors  of  Hofpitals  in  the  feveral 
departments,  and  the  regimental  Surgeons  where  there 
is  no  Dircdlor,  Ihall  tranfmit  to  the  Dire(^or  General, 
regular  returns  of  the  number  of  Surgeons-Mates,  and 
other  officers  employed  under  them,  their  names  and 
pay  ;  alfo  an  account  of  the  expences  and  furniture  of 
the  Hofpital  under  their  direction  ;  and  that  the  Direft- 
or  General  make  report  of  the  fame,  from  time  to  time, 
^0  the  Coicmsuder  ia  Chief,  and  IQ  this  Congrefs. 
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tliat  thefeveral  Regimental  and  HoipualSurgeons.in 
the  ievsral  departments,  make  weekly  returns  of  their 
fkk  to  their  refpe(5tive  Directors,  in  the  faid  depart- 
ment. 

That  no  regimental  Surgeon  be  allowed  to  draw  upoa 
the  Hofpital  of  his  department,  for  any  ftorcs  except 
medicines  and  inftruments,  and  that  when  any  iick  per- 
fon  fhall  require  other  ftores,  they  fliall  be  received  in- 
to the  faid  Hofpital,  and  the  rations  of  the  faid"  fick 
perfons  be  (lopped,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  faid  Hofpital  ; 
and  that  the  Directors  of  the  feveral  Hofpitals  report  to 
the  CommilTary,  the  names  of  the  fick  when  received  in- 
to, and  wh^n  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital,  and  make  a 
like  return  to  the  Board  of  Treafury. 

That  all  extra  expences,  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and 
other  articles  neceflary  for  the  fervice,  incurred  by  any 
regimental  Surgeon,  be  paid  by  the  l)ire(5tor  of  that  de- 
partment, with  the  approbation  of  the  Commander 
thereof. 

That  no  more  medicines  belonging  to  the  Continent, 
be  difpofed  of  till  further  orders  of  Congrefs  : — That 
the  pay  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons,  be  increafed  to  one 
Dollar  and  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  by  day  ;  the  pay  of 
the  Hofpital  Mates  be  increafed  to  one  Dollar  by  the 
day  i  and  the  pay  of  the  Hofpital  Apothecary  be  increaf- 
ed to  one  Dollar  and  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  per  day  ; 
and  that  the  Hofpital  Surgeons  and  Mates  take  rank  of 
regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates. 

That  the  Direcflor  General  and  the  feveral  Direflors 
of  Hofpitals,  be  impowered  to  purchafe,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  refpe£live  departments,  medicines  and 
inftruments  for  the  ufe  of  their  tefpe^ive  Hofpitals,  and 
draw  upon  the  Paymafter  for  the  fame,  and  make  report 
of  fuch  purchafe  to  Congrefs. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,    Prefident, 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Rcfolvcs  of   Congrefs. 

J.    REED,    Adjutant-GsneraL 

In 
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Ih     congress,      July  ^0,  i77<$. 

RESOLVED,  ThatDoaorSENTERS.be 
recommended  to  Doiflor  MORGAN,  who  is  defir- 
cd  to  examine  him,  and  if  he  find  him  qualified,  to 
employ  him  in  the  Hofpital  as  Surgeon. 

Extraft    from  the  Minutes. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,    Secretary, 


DOCTOR  STRINGER,  having prefeated 
a  petition  to  Congrefs,  the  fubftance  of  which  was, — ■ 
**  10  rcqueft  an  explanation  of  the  refolves  of  Congrefs,, 
rcfpcdting  the  nature  and  extent  oi:  his  own,  as  well  as 
Dfi£tov  MORG/VN's  appointment.'' 

In    CONGRESS,     Auguft  20,    1776. 

THE  Committee  appointed  to  confider  of  Do£lor 
STRINGER'S    petition,    report  as  follows  : 

-.i.it  Dr.  MORGAN  was  appointed  DireiTtor 
Geiaeral,  and  Phyfici^n  in  Chief  of  the  American  Hof- 
pital. 

'Vh2ii  Doaor  STRINGER,  was  appointed  Di- 
r-€iov  and  Phyfician  ef  the  Holpital,  in  the  Norther* 
department,  only. 


In     CONGRESS,     O^ober  9,    i77<^. 

RESOLVED,  That  no  regimental  Hofpitals  be 
in  future  allowetil,  in  the  ncighbourhoofi  of  the  Gene- 
ral Hofpital:  ^  ThU 
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That  JOHN  MORGAN,  Efq;  provide  ao.^  Super- 
intend a  Hofpital,  at  a  proper  diltance  from  ihe  mp, 
for  the  ARMY  pofted  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  huu  >a's 
River. 

That  WILLIAM  SHIPPEN,  Efq;  provide  and 
fuperintend  a  Hofpital  for  the  ARMY  in  the  State  of 
Ncw-Jerfey. 

That  each  of  the  Hofpitals  be  fupplied  **  by  there- 
fpective  Directors,"  with  fuch  a  number  of  iSurgcon?, 
Apothecaries,  Surgeons-Mates  and  other  AffiO  m  s  ; 
and  alfo  with  fuch  quantities  of  medicines  and  bedding, 
and  other  neceiraries,  as  they  fhall  judge  expedient. 

That  they  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs,  and  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  officers  and  ailiftants  of 
each  denomination  ;  and  alfo  the  number  of  fick  and 
deceafed,  in  their  refpecSlive   Hofpitals. 

That  the  regimental  Surgeons  be  dire£i:ed  to  fend  to 
the  General  Hofpital  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  of  their 
refpedtive  regiments,  as  confined  by  wounds,  or  other 
diforders,  fiiall  require  Nurfes  or  conftant  attendance, 
and  from  time  to  time  apply  to.ihe  Quarter-Mafler  Ge- 
neral, or  his  Deputy,  for  convenient  waggons  for  this 
purpofe  :  Alfo,  that  they  apply  to  the  Diredtofis  in  tkeir 
rcfpedlive  departments  for  medicines  and  other  necefTa- 
ries. 

That  the  wages  of  Nurfes  be  augnsented  to  one  Dol- 
lar a  week. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  regiment,  be 
«llre£tcd  once  a  week  to  fend  a  commiffion  officer,  to 
•viiit  the  fick  of  his  refpe^tive  regiment^  in  the  General 
Hofpital,  and  report  their  ftate  to  them, 

Extra^l    irom    the   Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 

**^-  iK^  C-v^  t-V^-?*>-,;<?CN5»i->;-ii,-.j5i^.  i-^-.  A^.  4.^.^ 


C    3t    ) 
To    H  ts     E  X  C  £  L  L  ^  n  Q  t 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON, 

Commander     in    Chief,    8cc» 
Gemral'Msfpitdl,  at  Camhidge,  February ^  1774. 
SIR, 

TH  E  nature  of  my  flation  ha^hig  led  me  to  make 
many  reflexions,  on  the  fituation  of  the  lick,  in 
the  army,  and  the  means  required  for  their  relief,  I 
have  been  anxious  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  what 
appears  to  me, to  be  necefTary  for  this  purpofe,and  want- 
ing to  render  the  bufinefs  of  the  General  Hofpital  more 
cafy  and  compleat.  I  am  defirous  to  ftiggcft  to  >ou,what 
benefits  may  be  fuppofed  to  arife,  from  the  cftablifh- 
mcnt  of  regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates  ;  what  are,  and 
ought  to  be  looked  upon,  as  the  duties  of  their  place  ; 
to  Ihew  the  infufficiency  of  any  powers  hitherto  given 
them,  "  by  Congrefs  or  your  Excellency,"  to  fupply  the 
defcjSls  •*  of  their  ftation,  which  they  at  prefent  labour 
under,"  without  fome  fixed  regulations,  and  without 
fome  provifion  being  made  for  them,  that,  for  ought  I 
fee,  they  are  almoft  wholly  deftitute  of,  and  which  they 
are  at  a  lofs  how  to  remedy,  and  without  which  tht  y  caii 
be  of  little  fervice  to  the  fick.  This  I  am  willing  to  under- 
take atlargf,  and  to  point  out  fome  plan, for  putting  it  in 
their  power  to  fupply  the  fick,  of  their  reglments,whilfl:  al- 
lowed to  remain  under  their  care,  **  with  whatever  is  fup- 
pofed requfite  for  the  purpofe."  At  the  fame  time,I  amde- 
firous  of  pointing  out  a  method  of  regulating  the  expenccs 
of  the  General  hofpital,  and  of  furnifhing  the  fick  in  it 
with  many  neceiTajies  and  refrefiiments*  "  which  they  at 
prefent  want,*'  in  the  moft  fuitable  and  leafi:  chargeable 
ways.  To  do  it  properly  would  be  a  work  of  time,  and 
I  iind  little  leifure  at  prefent  fgr  a  uik  tUat  would  require 

fomr 
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fome  vacancy  from  the  daily  avocations  of  my  bufinefs,^ 
to  cffc€t.  Yet  I  keep  the  defign  in  view,  when  other 
neceiTary  calls  of  duty  will  permit. 

**  But  although  I  cannot  perform  this  work  fully  now, 
yet  it  is  neceiTary  to  fay  fomething  ;  our  circumftanccs 
and  (ituation  require  a  general  explanation  of  what  is 
wanting."  The  nature  and  defign  oF  a  General  hofpital 
is  fo  little  underftood,  and  my  particular  duty  fo  much 
miftaken,  both  by  regimental  Surgeons  and  other  officers; 
fo  many  expedtations  are  formed,  and  fo  many  things 
looked  for,from  me, which  are  impoffibleto  be  complied 
with,  that  I  apprenend  it  to  be  abfolutely  necelTary  that 
certain  regulations  b?  fixed  upon,  for  the  better  g->vern- 
ment  of  the  hofpital,  myfelf,  and  the  Surgeons  and  offi- 
cers of  the  hofpica  undtr  me,  as  well  as  ot  the  regimen- 
tal Surgeons,  which  all  ought  tc  kiiow  ;  by  which  they 
may  be  rcfpeftivc-y  kept  within  their  line  of  duty,  with- 
out interference  with  each  other,  and  which  every  officer 
who  has  any  thing  to  do  with  the  fick  may  be  apprized 
of,  to  prevent  miftakes. 

To  begin  with  my  own  department,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer your  Excellency  to  the  particular  duty  which  is  af- 
iigned  by  the  Congrefs  to  the  Dire£lor-GeneraI,  and  chief 
Phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  and  to  the  powers  with  which 
he  is  veflied. 

His  Duty  is  to  furnifh  medicines,  bedding,  and  all 
other  necefl'aries  ;  to  pty  for  the  fame,  to  fuperintend 
the  \vhole»  to  make  his  report  to  and  receive  his  or- 
ders PROM  THE  Commander  in  Chief,  &c. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  obfcrve  that  I  have 
never  had  *'  any  mention  made  to  me  of,"  nor  received 
the  lead  inftrudtions  concerning  either  regimental  Sur- 
geons or  regimental  fick  ;  and  yet  there  is  not  perhaps 
a  fingle  regimental  Surgeon,  and  even  but  few  officers 
who  do  not  fnppofe  they  have  a  right  to  infift  upon  my 
furnifiiing  every  regiment,  as  well  the  eftablifhed  fokliery, 
as  the  militia,  with  whatever  articles  they  are  pleafed  to 
demand  from  the  hofpital,  as  though  it  was  a  fiorc 
F  houfe. 
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houfc,  or  magazine  for  the  whole  armjr,  '^  and  not  con- 
fined, in  the  intention  of  its  cftablifnment,to  the  piirpofe 
of  taking  care  of  thofe  fick  and  wounded,  that  might  be 
reported  to  it  as  proper  objecls,  and  atimittcd  accord- 
ingly." Thus,  befides  what  medicines  are  allowed,  as 
well  to  the  militia  as  to  every  other  regiment  in  the  ar- 
my, regimental  Surgeons  have  a  cuftom  of  making  de- 
mands on  the  General  hofpital  for  inftruments  ©f  fur- 
gery,  bandages,  linnen,  tourniquets^  wine,  rum,  Tugar, 
molalTes,  chocolate,  coffee,  butter,  candles,  foap,  brandy, 
raifins,  rice,  flour,  Indian  meal  and  frefh  meat.  They 
iuppofe  I  am  obliged  to  comply  with  any  order  figned 
by  a  <*  regimental"  Surgeon  or  Mate,  for  thofe  articles, 
in  any  quantity  they  fee  fit  to  demand.  T  have  been  in- 
formed, that  fome  officers  have  taken  it  much  amifs,  if 
they  wanted  veal  ormuttonjthat  they  could  not  have  it  from 
the  hofpital,  "  on  fending  for  it  for  their  own  tables." 
What  is  more  unaccountable,  no  regimental  Surgeons 
ever  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  any  report  to  me  of 
the  flate  of  their  fick,  to  leave  me  room  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  iffuing,  or  of  refufing  to  iffue  out  whatever 
fiores  they  were  pleafed  to  call  for. 

To  fliew  ia  what  light  the  hofpital  is  viewed,  and  my 
duty  as  Diredtor  of  it,  accounts  of  foldiers  that  I  know 
nothing  of,  and  who  have  never  been  reported  to  me  for 
directions  about  them,  are  fent  to  me  for  payment,  and 
from  all  quarters,  near  and  afar*  off.  Officers  who  are  fick 
in  the  country,  at  a  diftance  from  the  army, under  coim- 
try  practitioners,  fend  in  their  accounts  by  thofe  Do<n:or3 
for  me  to  dlfcharge.*  So  numerous  and  unreafonable 
are  the  demands  of  officers,  regimental  Surgeons,  *«  and 
others,  direfted  by  them  to  the  Dire£tor-General  of  the 
hofpital  for  payment,"  that  were  all  thofe  demands  gra- 
tified, the  expences  of  the  fick,  as  the  Commiffary-Oe-  | 
neralhath  often  remarked,  would  exceed  all  the  expences  f 
of  the  whole  army  befides. 

*'  To  give  a  pretext  for  the  propriety  ©f  their  claims, 

they 

*  Set  W.  M.  Phillpi'a  accounr,  fufcjolncd  to  this  letter. 
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the^  plead  their  inability  of  bsing  furnifiied  elfewhcre 
with  what  ih^y  want  5"  the  cry  of  the  regimen t.ii  Sur- 
gcoRS  is,  there  is  no  pro\'irion  made  for  us.  *'  My  aii- 
Iwer  is,  nor  have  I  any  orders  to  provide  for  anv 
but  what  are  under  my  own  direction  in  the  General 
hofpital.  They  alk  where  they  are  to  get  inflruments 
and  drcffings,  and  what  they  want  for  the  fick  under 
their  care,  or  of  wiiat  ufe  are  they,  if  left  unprovided, 
I  refer  them  to  their  copfimanding  officers,  and  to  make 
rcprcfentitioiis  of  their  lituation  to  them,  to  apply  to 
Congrefs  to  eftablifh  means  of  furnifliing  what  they 
want  ;  whatever  orders  are  given  me,  they  {hall  be  obey- 
ed, but  I  cannot  go  beyond  my  inttructions."  .  Do  they 
imagine  that  4  Surgeons  and  20  Mates  (which  are  all  the 
Surgeons  allowed  me  in  the  General  hofpital,  for  an 
army  of  10  000  men)  employed  in  attending  all  the  iick 
and  wounded  that  are  fent  to  them  from  the  whole  army, 
and  as  they  can  find,  or  make  liefure  from  that  employ, 
conftanrly  bufied  in  preparing  lint,  bandages,  comprelTe?, 
fpiints,  foirniquets  and  other  dreffings  for  hofpitals  ufe 
in  c  ".fe  Oi  any  confideriible  action,  mufl  be  fubjc^led  to 
their  dem.ands,  and  obliged  to  unfurnifh  the  hofpital, 
and  give  up  the  labmr  of  their  hands,  to  three  or  four 
fcore  of  regimenral  Surgeons  and  Pvlates,  who  were  to 
have  no  trouble  themfelves,  in.  making  any  prcparaiions 
foi-  their  own  ufe. 

Has  not  your  Excellency  '^  recommended  the  ftritTceft 
oeconomy,  and"  informed  me  that  froiB  the  efiimates 
given  in  to  Congrefs,  it  v/as  computed  that/.  10,000  per 
ann  was  fufficicnt  toanfwer  all  the  demands  ot'theGeneral 
hofpital,  *'  and  that  you  were  apprehcnfive  the  expcnces 
already  exceeded  what  wa?  imagined  a  fufUciency  ?"  The 
iala'ies  of  all  the  officers  in  employ  thenurfes  and  atten- 
dants,nearly  equal  to  half  that  fum, without  taking  intothc 
acc^uftt  the  expence  ot  hoipital  furniture,  bedding,  blan- 
kets, medicines  and  inftruments.  From  fuch  limited 
funds,  for  the  fupport  of  the  General  hofpital,  can  it  be 
'sxpedled  that  between  thirty  and  forty  regiments  fiiali 


(     36     ) 

draw  fupplics  intended  only  for  the  General  hofpital 
itfblf  ? 

In  this  fituation,  I  humbly  requeft  your  Excellency's 
inftndlior.s.  **  Be  pleafed  to  confider  that''  my  Commis- 
sion oily  extends  to  the  care  of  the  Hospital  itlelf ; 
and  yet  every  regimental  Surgeon,  apparently,  experts 
Kie  to  fupply  him  with  whatever  he  wants,and  to  prepare 
every  th'ng  to  his  hand,  or  to  lay  the  odium  of  his  defi- 
ciency at  my  door. 

This  application  of  mine  docs  not  proceed  from  any 
defire  or  inclination  to  fhrink  from  any  fervice  I  can 
render  them ;  but,  if  this  fervice  (contrary  to  my  prefcnt 
duty)  is  requited  of  me,  the  means  muft  be  eftabiiflied, 
and  I  muft  receive  politive  inftru£tions  for  it,  left  I  be 
deemed  guilty  of  negle<5ting,  or  not  fuificiently  providing 
ior  my  own  department,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  are 
not  compreheuded  within  it. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  reprefent  to  your 
Excellency,  that  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me,  to 
give  diredlions  to  the  ftores-keepers  of  the  General  hof- 
pital  to  iflue  no  ftores  from  thence,  on  the  bare  order  of 
any  regimental  Surgeon,  except  Indian  meal,  rice  or 
oatmeal,  and  if  they  v/ant  wine,  rum,  lugar,  or  other 
the  like  ftores,  they  muft  produce  an  order  for  thefe, 
counterligncd  by  me,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  fame,  to 
make  them  accountable  for  the  difpofal  of  what  they 
thus  receive,  if  called  upon.  I  have  dircifted  the  apothe- 
cary to  iflae  out  medicines  to  them,  for  the  ufe  of  each 
regiment,  in  fuch  quantities,  as  their  prefent  occaftons 
may  require,  but  fo  as  not  to  unfurnifh  the  hofpiial,  or 
exhauft  the  ftock,  fafter  than  I  can  get  a  frefti  fupvply. 
To  enable,  you,  Sir,  to  form  fome  judgment  of  what  is 
siecefiary  for  the  purpofe,  I  muft  obferve  that  fuch  an 
army  as  is  now  on  foot,  will  require  an  additional  fum 
of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum  at  leaft  f®r 
the  ufe  of  the  regimental  Surgeons,  over  and  above  what 
3s  neceflary  for  the  fupply  of  the  General  hofpital  iifelf. 
^^d  it  will  bo  for  evtx  lieedy,  and  even  deftitute  of  capi= 
^'-    -'■■■■■    -  tal 
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tal  medicines,  if  not  fpe^dily  furniflied  with  a  frefk  fup- 
ply.  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  i 
medicines  being  very  fcarce  and  dear. 

Another  obleivation  I  beg  leave  to  make  is,  that  every 
regiment  ought  to  have  a  fmall  portable  cheft,  for  the 
whole  year  at  once,  and  be  provided  with  inlhuments, 
banJages  and  drcffings. 

It  is  not  with  any  view  to  refle^l  upon  the  regimental 
Surgeons,  but  for  the  better  purpofe  of  procuring  them 
relief  from  their  difficulties,  that  I  am  obliged  to  inform 
your  Excellency,  that  there  are  but  very  few  of  them,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn,  who  have  vi'hat  can  be  called  even  a 
tolerable  lupply  of  any,  even  the  moft  effential  articles 
for  regimenval  Surgeons,  inftruments  or  bandages,  and 
that  they  are  deluding  themfelves  with  a  falfe  opinion, 
that  in  cafe  of  a£lion.  every  regimental  Surgeon  will  be 
immediately  furnifhed  v/i.h  thofe  articles  from  the  h©f- 
pital  I  fearj  from  this  circumftances,  molt  of  them 
would  be  extremely  at  a  lofs  what  to  do,  or  be  even  ufe- 
lefs  in  a  battle. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  to  your  Excellency, 
that  •'  a  perfon  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe,"  and. 
inftru^lions  given  for  furnifhing  a  regimental  chefb  o£ 
medicines,  with  ir.{lrumcnt£,  lint,  tow  and  bandages, 
&c.  for  each  regiment  ;  that  orders  be  iffued.that  every 
regimental  Surgeon  make  out  a  report  of  v/hat  he  has  of 
thofe  articles  in  leadinefs,  and  a  reprefentation  of  what 
he  may  further  want*  to  be  colledled  together,  in  order 
to  judge  of  their  prefent  deficiencies  *,  and  that  the  re- 
gimental chefts  be  infpeited  from  time  to  time.  As  con- 
tinual  complaints  are  made  ©f  the  ignorance  and  unfit- 
nefs  of  many  called  regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates  for 
that  poft,  and  1  find  them  generally  unacquainted  xvith 
what  duties  arc  to  be  expefted  of  them,  in  that  ftation  ; 
I  would  advife,  **  if  it  be  thought  pra6:icable  under  pre- 
fent circumltances,'*  that  fome  kind  of  examination  be 
made  of  their  refpe^flive  abilities;  by  a  chofen  committee; 
being  a  practice  obferved  in  all  countries,  which  is  efien- 
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tial  to  the  fervice,  and  is  now  cftablifhed  in  the  middle 
colonies. 

•*  i  have  been  amazed  to  hear  it  faid,  and  that  itfhould 
have  been  thought,  even  by  fome  members  ot  Con- 
grcfs,  iha:  little  ufe  was  expcded  from  regimental  Sur- 
geons, where  there  was  a  General  hofpital  *,  and  this  has 
been  given  to  me  as  a  reafon  for  their  being  fo  much  ne- 
gledled,  or  fo  ill  provided  with  the  means  of  being  ufe- 
ful,  and  is,  perhaps,  the  beft  realbn  that  can  be  given 
that  there  are  comparatively  fo  few^  amongft  them,  at 
prefent,  of  any  tolerable  education^  experience  or  know- 
ledge in  the  bufinefs  and  duties  of  the  ftation."  Before 
I  put  an  end  to  this  letter,  I  jnuft  beg  your  indulgence 
whilll:  I  trouble  your  Excellency  with  two  obfervations 
more.  The  firft  is,  that  regimental  hofpitals  and  regi- 
mental Surgeons,  under  proper  regulations  and  fubor- 
dination  to  the  General  holpital,  arc  abfolutely  neceffary, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  may  be  made  extremely  ferviceable 
in  an  arrny  ;  fecondly,  were  matters  fo  well  regelated 
tkat  v/henever  any  foldier  was  taken  ill,  whether  fent  to 
the  General  hofpital,  or  whether  he  continued  with  his 
i^egimf  nt,  vmder  the  care  of  his  proper  Surgeon  ;  if  his 
rations  were  flopped  for  the  time,  and  paid  for  in  money, 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  fufficient  or  nearly  lb,  pro- 
vided he  v/as  dieted  as  he  ought  to  be  for  a  lick  man, 
and  as  he  is  direfted  to  be,  in  the  General  holpital,  not 
cnly  to  pay  for  his  diet,  but  to  fupply  him  with  every 
neceffary  refrefliment  v/ithoutany,  **or  with  little'*  addi- 
tional expence  to  the  publick,from  the  fiords  of  the  Ge- 
neral hofpital.  To  prove  this,  may  require  an  explanation, 
which  I  fhall  v/illingly  give  when  called  for.*       Permit 

*  General  Parfons,  1  am  informed  by  the  Commijfary- 
General^  has^  to  his  great  credit,  fince  tried  the  experiment^ 
and  on  this  plan  the  fick  of  his  brigade  -were  provided  lad 
fumvier  with  every  thing  neceffary  and  comfortable  to  men 
in  their fttuationy  and  there  ivas  afaving  sf  fixty  pounds 
lawful  y  after  every  article  was  paid  for ,  from  the  (ioppage 
6f  thefick  merits  rations^  and  rccHving  ths  amount  in  cafb, 
in  lieu  of  rations. 
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Permit  mc.  Sir,  to  conclude  with  this  remark  that  If  the 
fick  in  regiments  afe  to  be  fupplied  at  a  public  expence, 
that  expence  ought  to  be  a.  regimental  charge,  and  may 
well  enough  be  included  in  the  abftra<St  of  the  regiment. 
The  General  hofpital  having  nothing  to  do  with  regi- 
mental fick,  till  they  are  reported  to,  and  admitted  as 
proper  obje(fls,  ought  not  to  be  burdened  with  the  <=x* 
pence.  In  this  manner,    the    expence  of     "  main- 

taining the  fick  in  regimental  hofpitals  will  be 
known,"  and  that  of  fupporting  a  General  hofpi- 
tal, unmixed  with  the  former,  may  be  pretty  exa<StIy  af- 
certained  from  experience  •,  nor  would  it  be  charged  with 
enormous  accounts,  which  the  General  hofpital,  proper- 
ly fpeakicg,  has  nothing  to  do  with. 

I  remain, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

JOHN  MORGAN. 


{l>)  P.  S.  I  would  obferve  to  your  Excei!cncy,  that 
the  fum  allowed  by  Conarefs  for  the  payment  of  the 
flore-keepers  is  fo  infignificant  as  four  dollars  a  month  -, 
about  half  the  wages  of  a  common  foldier  ;  though  it  is 
a  place  of  great  truft,  and  requires  talents  and  :^pp1icati- 
on  to  bufinefs,  as  well  as  integrity  to  perform  it  well. 

The  pay  of  nurfes  is  fixt  by  Congrefs  at  half  a  dollar 
per  week.  Whilft  it  is  fo  low,  we  Ihall  never  be  able  to 
furnlfh  good  nurfes, or  in  fliort  any  nurfes,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  wanted  for  the  fick.     They  comp-nin  of 

their 
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their  pay,  and  are  jealous  that  more  is  allowed,  but  that 
part  of  it  is  flopped:  Moft  of  them  i'-xy  they  were  promif- 
ed  a  dollar  per  week.  I  have  only  paid  them  what  is 
allowed  by  my  inftiu<n:ions. 

There  is  a  neceflity  for  having  occafional  officers  in 
the  General  hofpital,  of  whom  no  mention  is  made  in 
tlie  eftablifhment  by  Congrefs.  Some  fuch  I  have  found 
here  on  my  arrival.  They  remain  without  pay,  nor  is 
their  pay  fettL'd.  I  have  neither  confirmed  their' ap- 
pointment, nor  have  I  difmifTed  them,  inftru^ions  being 
wanted. 

It  is  neceflary  that  I  report  to  yonr  Excellency  thedif- 
miffion  of  five  Mates  from  the  General  hofpital,  as,  by 
order  of  Congrefs,  they  were  only  employed  by  the  day  5 
and  they  have  refufcd  to  fubmit  to  any  examination  of 
their  qualifications. 


N.  B.  CC^  The  above  Letter  is  printed  from  the  original 
rough  draft  of  it  f  wrote  in  hajie^  and  delivered  to  General 
Wafhington,  and  'which  he  returned  for  a  fair  copy^  in 
which  the  lines  and  words,  comprehended  betwixt  inverted 
comma's,  are  interlineations^  perhaps  a  few  of  them  addi- 
tions ^  but  none  others  are.  I  think  proper  to  mention  this 
as  I  would  not  willingly  incur  the  charge  of  altering  the 
fcnfe  of  the  original^  or  making  an  additian,  but  of  afevif 
words y  io  render  tkefenfe  more  obvious y  or  compleatyfor  the 
eafe  of  the  reader. 

CC/"  It  is  proper  to  remark  here^  that  this  very  letter 
was  read  two  feveral  days  before  the  medical  comr.rlttee  of 
Congrefs yin the  c§nference  I hadwiththem  in  Junelajl,  when 
I  went  to  Philadelphia  for  that  purpofe,  and  I  then  laid  be- 
fore them^  for  their  confiderationy  the  feveral  regulations^ 
which  did  not  appear  in  thgir  refolves  till  near  a  mouth  after- 

Amongft 
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Amongft  other  accounts  I  had  before  me,  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  letter,  i  ihall  (ck"<ft  one,  as  it  is  un- 
derligned  by  perfons  in  a  public  ftation,  who  are  well 
known,  and  I  doubt  not,  if  necclTaiy,  will  atteft  the  truth 
of  the  copy,  of  which  I  flill  have  all  the  original  accounts 
in  my  pofTciHon. 

William  Meserve  Philips,  being  a  olcller  ia 
Col.  John  Glover's  regiment,  to  the  ibelccStmen  of  the 
town  of  Marblehead,  jjr. 

To  fundries  fupplied  him  by  fundry  perfons  while  fick: 
with  the  iraall-pox,  viz.  £,     s.     d.    5'. 

1775,  •^''*S'   Cap\  yamei  Mug  ford's  BUI  for  Amount, 

Benjamin  Nttdkami  Bill  ' 

Elizabeth  Smith's  Bill 

R.ctard  Tarrs  Bill 

Thomas  Eaifjborni  Bill 

m.'liam  fTau's  Bill 

N.  Demcm's  Bill 

'Jei'emiab  Prsciers  Bill 

Cornelius  Prilips's, 
Marhhbead,  iitb  of  December  y  1775. 

Errors  excepted. 

James  Mugford,     Edward  Fettyplace,       -^ 

^t.  Philips,  Jeremiah  Prober,  ^  Selectmen^ 

Wm.  Doliber,        Robert  Hooper,  tcrt.      ^ 

Marbleherdy  Dec.  14,  1775. 
Siry 
Pleafe  to  pay  Deacon  Wm.  Boliber  or  order,  feventeen 
pounds  four  fhillings  and  fix  pence,  it  beirjg  the  amount 
of  the  charges  of  Wm.  Mele've  Phillips's,  havir.g  the 
Imall-pox  in  this  town,  as  per  account  above,  and  you'll 
oblige  your  humble  Ifirvants. 

James  IMugford,     Edward  Fettyplace,  ?    q_^^r^„.„. 
St.  Phillips,  William  Doliber,     5   ^e^^""^^"- 

To  John  Morgan,  Director- General. 
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To  gratify  the  curiofity  of  fuch  who  may  wifh  to  know 
fome  of  the  principal  articles  of  thofe  charges,  I  have  fe- 
le£ted  them  from  the  feveral  accounts,  and  clafTed  them 
as  follows. 

To  N.  Demtn  for  19  Day's  Attendance  in  Nurfing,  at  a-thirds  of  a  Dollar  pet 

Day,  ^.       3         j6        O 

To  Eligabcth  Smith's  Account  of  ditto,  280 

To  Richard  Tarr's  for  do.  at  Pcft-Houfc,  i.  e.  S.  P.  Hofp.       5         3       4 

^-    "  7  4 

ToBecf,  Lamb,  Mutton  and  Salt  Pork,  at  7d.  l.m.  p.  lb.          i  11  lo     3 

To  the  Do£lor  for  4  vifits,  a  vomit  and    fix  fever  powders  S  XI 
The  other  Articles,  including  New-England  and  orher  Rum, 
( to  the  amount  of  fixtecn  Q^iarts)Wine,BRAD  for  thk 

Mutpocx  and  S)rn«p of  Skrtsn,  Candles,  &c.                  3  ^^  4     * 


Total  amount  (equal  to  57  Dollars  2-6.)  £.  17 


From  the  Do£l:or's  vifits  and  accounts  (whith  muft  be 
confefled  to  be  very  low)  compared  with  the  diet,  fait 
pork,  wine  and  rum,  &c.  it  muft  appear  how  necefTary 
Inch  an  expenfive  attendance  was  for  a  private  foldier, 
in  the  finaU-pox,  and  what  idea  was  entertained  of  the 
duty  of  a  Dire6lor-General,  if  liable  to  pay  fuch  ac- 
counts. 

I  had  alfo  before  me,  at  this  time,  a  copy  of  the  drafts 
of  one  regimental  Surgeon  at  Cambridge,  upon  the  ftore 
of  the  General  Hofpital,  for  above  an  hundred  gallons, 
or  anhogfheadof  rum  ;  wine,  loaf  and  brown  fugar,  and 
molaiTes  in  proportion  ;  and  to  fliew  the  extreme  necelfity, 
one  pint  of  oatmeal  was  added  to  the  lift,  being  for  one 
regiment  only  ;  all  within  the  fpace  of  about  fix  weeks  ; 
and  yet  there  was  no  return  made  of  the  lick,  but  all  de- 
manded on  the  faith  of  an  order,  figned  by  a  regimental 
Surgeon  or  Mate. 

I  fhall  here  iikewife,  remark,  that,  when  after  regi- 
mental Surgeons  were  repeatedly  called  upon,  by  genoral 
orders,  to  make  reports  of  the  ftate  of  the  fick,  although 
shany  of  them  never  complied  at  all  with  thofe  orders, 

simongft 
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amongfl  thofe  who  did  make  their  returns,  fome  indivi- 
duals reported  above  an  hundred,  each  But  when 
Do<Stor  Fofter,  then  Surgeon  in  the  General  holpital, 
attended,  by  my  dire(n:ions,  to  vifit,  in  pai  ticular,  Col. 
Parfons's  regiment,  of  which  the  Surgeon  was  iuddculy 
taken  ill,  in  order  to  receive  fuch  as  were  proper  objtfts, 
into  the  General  hoipital  ;  on  culling  over  the  lift  by- 
name to  examine  their  caftJs,  there  were  but  few  of  thena, 
who  were  not  fourxi,  and  did  not  acknowledge  them- 
felves,  to  be  fit  for  duty. 

In  fome  returns,  of  which  I  took  care  to  keep  the  ori- 
ginals, forty  waiters  and  upwards  were  included  on  the 
fick  lift,  to  exempt  fo  many  from  duty.  Some  regimen- 
tal Surgeons  made  a  pra<Stice  of  felling  recommendations 
to  furloughs  and  difchargcs  ;  for  which  only  one,  out 
of  the  number  fuppofed  to  merit  that  diftindlion,  was 
drummed  out  of  the  arm.y,  for  fuch  mean  and  fcanda- 
lous  pra(Stices.  Had  all  who  dcferved  it,  met  the  fame 
rewaid,  it  would  have  reduced  the  lift  very  confiderably. 
Cordials  and  refrefhments  were  drawn  by  others,  from 
the  ftores  of  the  General  hofpital,  which  by  the  parts 
fome  of  ihe  officers  took  in  fupporting  the  unreafonable 
demands  of  thofe  men,  gave  room  for  mariy  to  believe 
they  ftiarcd  in  th»  plunder  themfelves. 

Is  it  ?ny  wonder,  on  being  repeatedly  informed  of 
thefe  p.irticulars,  that  I  put  a  total  flop  to  the  unauthoriz- 
ed pradlice  of  the  regimental  Surgeons  drawing  ftores 
from  the  General  hoTpital,  without  obliging  them  to  be 
accountable  for  the  fame  ?  Is  it  a  matter  of  I'urpiize  that 
regimental  Surgeon*  and  officers  of  that  caft,  fliould" 
manifeft  a  declared  enmity  againft  one,  who  contravened 
their  fhameful  meafures  *,  or  that  they  filould  have  in- 
fluence with  fome  of  the  privates,  in  concert  with  whom 
they  preyed  on  the  vitals  of  the  publick,  to  declaim 
againft  the  General  hofpitah  whillt  thofe  who  were  pro- 
per objccls  for  it,  and  had  once  experienced  the  benefit 
of  that  inftitution,  were  glad  to  have  lecourfe  to  it,  as 
often  as  they  ftcod  in  need  I 

Wh^a 
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When  the  eftimate  of  hofpital  expences  was  fo  very 
low,  and  inch  osconomy,  for  I  may  not  call  it  parfimoay, 
was  manifeftcd  in  the  pay  allowed  to  the  hofpital  officers 
by  former  rcfoives  of  Congrefs,  fo  different  from  the 
generous  muniticaice  of  the  prefent  day. that  tour  dollars 
per  month,  was  then  thought  a  fufficiency  for  the  hofpi- 
tal ftore-keepers.  [Great  proof  of  its  being  the  inten- 
tion of  Congrefs,  that  they  fhould  iiTue  ftores,  to  the 
amount  of  many  hundred  thoufand  dollars  per  annum, 
to  regimental  Surgeons  :]  is  it  any  wonder  that  I  would 
not  fufFer  regimental  Surgeons  to  draw,  ad  lihitumy  for 
whatever  their  unbounded  appetites  and  fancies  craved 
from  the  General  hoi'pital ;  or,  when  I  dif:overed  fo 
mauy  arts,  put  in  practice,  to  defraud  the  publick,  that 
I  would  pay  no  accounts  of  foldiers,  out  of  the  hofpital, 
contracted  without  my  knowledge,  and  out  of  the  fphere 
of  my  department  ?  Had  I  allowed  myiclf  to  be  drawn 
Into  this  fnare,  who  can  tell  what  limits  they  would  have 
fet  to  their  growing  demands  ?  Some  large  accounts  of 
private  pra(Stitioners,  were  brought  to  me  ;  from  more 
than  an  hundred  miles  diftance.  Some  of  them  had 
charged  near  five  pounds,  a  day,  for  attendance  on  com- 
mon foldiers,  who  ailed  but  little.  Had  I  palTed  thofe 
accounts,  would  it  not  have  been  at  the  rifli  of  my  own 
reputation  ?  but  why  mention  reputation  ?  Have  I  not 
fufFered  more  obloquy  from  the  malignity  of  fuch  men, 
on  account  of  faving  prodigious,  fums  to  the  Continent, 
with  gieat  toil,  but  no  p  ffible  advantage  to  myfelf,  than 
f(:>me  others  for  engulphing  the  public  monies  ?  Such 
a/  r  the  rewards  of  care  and  exa<5lncfs  in  buiincfs  to  ferve 
ene's  coun  ry  ;  glorious  pledges  of  liberty  !  when  ©fh* 
Cirr!-  of  rank  are  to  be  forced  from  their  ftations,  to 
make  -vay  fo  undcrmii)ing  and  ambitious  men,  on  their 
partial  reprre!iiations» without  any  heaving  !  oh  fortunatos 
tiimiumf  Juciji  him  no-'  int  agriccia  / 

(b)  The 
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(h)  The  want  of  fufficient  aiTiftance  ficm  other  de- 
partments Avas  attended  with  many  and  great  inconve- 
niences. For  example,  V/hen  it  was  thought  neceflary 
to  cilablifli  a  General  kofpital  above  Kingfbridgc,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  wing  of  the  army  commanded  by 
M  jor-General  HEATH.^in  OcStober,  after  the  proper 
places  were  pif.ched  upon  for  that  deiign,  I  called  upon 
the  Deputy-Quarter-Wafter-General  for  workmen  and 
mateiials,  to  put  the  ftveral  houfcs  in  order,  to  build 
chimnies,  to  conftru(5l  births,  and  to  xnake  fuitable  apart- 
ments for  the  fick  and  wounded.  The  Q.  M.  General 
being  then  at  Philadelphia,  the  D.  Q^M.  General  in« 
formed  me  that  every  caj  penter  and  mafon  under  his 
diredlion  ia  the  army  were  engrolTed,  and  could  not  be 
taken  ofi:  from  their  prefent  employ.  He  advifed  me  to 
make  application  to  General  Heath,  for  an  order,  to 
obtain  as  many  of  the  militia,  or  other  foldicrs  who  were 
proper  workmen,  to  be  drafted  from  their  r^fpc<ftive  re- 
giments under  his  command,  as  would  fuffice  for  the 
prelent  occafion.  I  fent  to  General  Heath  for  this 
purpofe.  The  anfwcr  I  received  W9S,  that  the  General 
did  not  chufe  to  meddle  with  any  thing  to  be  done  in  the 
Q^arter-Mafrer-Generals  department.  When  General 
Mifflin,  Quarter-Mafter-General,  returned  fome  time 
after  from  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  then  gone,  1  pro* 
cured  an  order  from  him  on  his  Deputy,  for  a  dozen 
carpenters  and  mafons  ;  but  they  could  not  be  fpared 
fro!!i  other  buiinefs  ',  and  not  one  was  lent  to  me  all  the 
time  I  remained  on  Yoik-lfland,  from  the  bigmning  of 
October,  to  the  time  of  my  going  over  to  Hackinfack, 
after  the  middle  of  the  month,  when  the  army  began  to 
retreat  to  the  White  Plains. 

The  fame  thing  happened  frequently  at  other  limes 
and  places,  particularly  at  North  Cafrle  ;  v/hen.,after  ear- 
neft  applications  made  by  myfelf  and  the  Surgeons  of  the  , 
General  hofpital,  to  that  department,  and  orders  were 
given  by  the  Q^arter-Mafter- General  himfelf,  or  his 
Deputy,  on  the  Commander  of  the  Artificers,  they  could 
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not  be  procured,  it  being  always  declared  that  all  hands 
ivere  engaged  by  prior  orders,  for  other  purpofes  pf  the 
army.  I  do  not  mention  thefe  difficulties  with  a  view 
to  refle(St  upon,  either  the  Quarter-Mafter-General,  or 
his  Deputy.  Men  of  greater  acTtivity,  or  greater  abili- 
ties for  the  refpe^live  pofts,  I  do  not  imagine  can  be 
produced  :  Nor  were  they  wanting  in  inclination  to  give 
me  all  the  afliftance  they  were  capable  of  affording. 
But  if  they  had  it  not  in  their  power,  ftill  the  inconve- 
niences were  no  lefs  on  account  of  that  inclination  ;  yet 
was  I  to  fuffer,  and  be  blamed  for  wants  which  neither 
the  whole  army,  nor  perhaps  the  Congrefs  itfelf  j  at  leaft 
no  other  perfons  were  capable  of  making  a  timely  provifion 
for,  and  to  be  an!  werabie,  as  it  would  feem  for  all  the 
misfortunes  of  the  campaign  ? 

When  I  was  at  Hackinfackl  wasexprefsly  forbidden  by 
the  General,  to  draft  any  workmen  from  the  army.  My 
whole  dependcKce  was  placed  on  fuch  as  I  could  meet 
with  in  the  counrry,  and  which  I  ought  to  have  had  from 
the  Qnarter-Mafter-Generars  department  ;  few  were  to 
be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  army,  when  affairs 
went  on  otherwife  than  profperoufly.  Nor  had  I  any 
company  or  guards  allotted  to  me,  for  any  purpoies  of 
the  General  Hofpital,  when  I  firft  went  to  Hackinfack, 
and  men  were  wanting  to  go  after  provfions  and  for  other 
neceffaries,  befides  waiting  on  the  fick  and  wounded,  that 
were  hourly  brought  in  grea  numbers,  without  any  per- 
fons  whatever  to  attend  them. 

Once,  indeed,  when  the  lick  became  very  numerous, 
about  ten  days  before  the  retreat  from  New-York,  and 
when  I  flood  in  greater  need  than  ufual,  of  an  increafe 
of  labourers  and  waiters  in  the  Gen'!ral  Hofpital,  and 
there  were  no  men  to  be  had  in  the  city,  who  were  will- 
ing to  engage  in  that  fervice,  after  repeated  applications 
for  that  purpofe.  it  was  given  out  in  general  orders  that 
fifty  men  fhould  be  drafted  from  the  line,  who  were  aU 
lotted  to  that  duty.  No  day  paffed  without  making  per- 
fonal  application  myfelf^^  to  the  officers  appointed  to  di- 

rect 
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Tc£i  the  performiincc  of  this  order,  yet  a  week  pafTed  be- 
fore it  v>AS  com  plied  with.  When  the  men  were  p:^rad- 
ed,  and  marched  to  the  New-Yoik  college,  to  receive 
their  orders  from  me,  at  what  hofpitals  they  were  to  be 
employed,  and  how  o  be  ^ifpofed  of,  they  declared  they 
would  not  remain  there.  Iht^y  faid  they  were  cheated, 
having  been  told  they  were  ordered  for  quite  a  different 
duty.  I  reafoned  with  them,  and  fhewed  the  fteceflity 
there  was  of  their  help,  promifed  to  make  their  fervices 
as  eafy  and  agreeable  to  them  as  poflible,  and  to  allow 
them  each  a  gill  of  lum  per  day,  if  they  behaved  well, 
and  threatened  them,  if  they  left  me,  to  report  them  as 
guilty  of  difobeying  the  General's  orders.  They  feigned 
acquicfcence.  Yet,  by  next  day,  mcft  of  them  had  de- 
ferted  from  the  holpital,  and  returned  to  their  companies, 
ah  hough,  belides  the  ilck,  there  were  near  one  hundred 
wounded  to  attend.  Such  was  the  difciplinc  of  the  army 
at  that  time.  Before  I  could  take  any  ftep  to  have  thefe 
men  called  to  account.  I  v^as  ordered  over  to  Newark, 
to  provide  accommodations  for  the  lick  at  that  place,  ia 
the  midft  of  which,  great  part  of  the  remaining  Waiters, 
and  fome  of  the  Nurfes  left  the  hofpital. 

AS  the  following  letters,  fclecled  from  a  number  of 
others,  written  by  me,  to  dltferent  members  of  Congrefs, 
on  the  bufinefs  of  my  department,  bear  teftimony  to  the 
pains  I  took  to  give  full  and  timely  information  to  thai 
Body,  of  the  ftate  of  the  lick  in  the  General  hofpital  and 
the  army,  of  ihe  deficiencies  and  inconveniences  both  la- 
boured under,  for  want  of  fuit:ible  regulations,  and  of 
what  fupplies  were  wanting,  in  time  for  affor.ding  more 
eiTc(Slual  relief,  at  leall  in  many  inftances,  had  that  in- 
formation been  duly  attended  to  by  Congrefs,  I  need  not 
make  any  apology  for  publiOiing  them  in  this  place,  at 
fuU  length,  and  in  their  original  drefs.  I  am  not  fure, 
if  I  were  to  give  only  cxtrafls,  or  an  abridgment  of  them, 
that  it  would  be  fat!sfa<ftory.  If  they  appear  rather  pro- 
lix to  the  reader,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  inform  him,  th^i 
it  was  for  want  of  U-iiure  they  were   not  more  concife  j 

nor 
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tyot  did  I  expetTt  at  the  time  [hey  were  written,  that  I 
fhould  ever  think  it  neceffary  to  print  them.  Befides, 
in  buiinels  of  fo  much  importance,  1  imagine  it  will  be 
coniidered  as  a  lei's  tauit,  to  be  miniue  and  particular, 
imd  even  to  repeat  the  fame  things,  in  the  hiari  y  of  writ- 
ing, thqji  to  give  fo  curfory  a  relation,  as  to  fai'  of  an- 
fwering  the  defign  of  alfordmg  full  information  of  what- 
ever falls  URder  the  writer^s  notice,  that  may  inform  thofc 
in  ofHce  of  the  true  ftate  of  his  department,  and  be  any 
further  inducement  to  them,  than  they  already  have,  to 
exert  themfelveSjin  giving  all  the  timely  affiftance  that  is 
needful,  to  remedy  every  waai,  or  remove  every  incon-^ 
venience  under  which  it  labours. 

On  my  arrival  from  Cambridge,  at  Nevir-York,  tb*i 
latter  end  of  May,  1776,  I  found  feveral  orders,  drawn 
upon  me,  from  the  Northern  Army,  for  fupplies  of 
medicines  and  inftiuments,  and  particularly  for  a  large 
iupply  of  medicines  from  Docftor  Stringer,  Director  in 
that  department.  I  heard  from  a  number  ©f  officers,  of 
great  rank,  who  v/ere  juft  returned  from  Philadelphia, 
that  Congrefs  expe<Sled  me,  as  Dire6lor  General,  to  or- 
der the  neceffary  fupplies  of  Holpital  ftores,  for  the 
Northern  department.  I  had  received  no  fuch  orders. 
As  I  thought  proper  regulations  were  wanting,  to  afcer- 
tain  the  refpe^ftivc  limits  of  authority,  intended  by  Con- 
grefs to  be  vefted  in  myfelf,  and  the  feveral  Directors, 
1  requefted  leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  obtain  an 
audience  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  on  that  fubje<n:, 
which  I  obtained.  I  left  propofals  of  feveral  regula- 
tions with  that  committee,  for  introducing  order  into 
the  different  branches  ©f  the  General  Hofpital  depart- 
ment. Amongff  others,  I  propofed  that  the  feveral 
Diredlors  and  Superin^endants  of  Hofpitals,  fhould  be 
ordered  and  impowered  to  provide  their  refpe(5live  de- 
partments w  th  Hofpital  ftores,  without  depending  on 
me  for  fupplies  ;  it  being  impofhble  for  me,  circum- 
flanced  as  I  was,  to  'anfwer  their  demands.  Nothing 
was  determined  till  a  month  afterwards.    In  the  mean 

while. 
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wlille,  upon  my  return  to  New- York,  Doc):or  Potts, 
wlio  had  a  leparate  charge  of  certain  Hofpiuilts,  which 
were  to  be  eftabliflied  to  the  Northward,  applyed  to  me 
for  the  appointment  of  Surgeons  and  other  Hofpital 
officers  to  atSt  undf.T  him,  and  for  a  farther  fupply  c£ 
medicines,  than^he  had  yet  obtiinsd.  He  exprefled  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  ne  was  cbligc^d,  if\  duty,  to  look  to 
me  for.  alliUance,  and  faid  he  ihouid  depend  upoxi  me 
only,  as  head  of  the  department,  for  cv'iy  thing  o£ 
lich  he  ihould  ftand  in  need.  At  the  lame  t;m.f> 
^.)o;Stor  Lin<»l.  applied  to  me  for  mediiiacs,  foi  Gereral 
SuUivan's  army,  on  which,  I  wrote  die  foUowini>  /set- 
ter. 

Neivr-Torky  Jans  25,   I'lLl^* 
T  -i)      THE     Honorable 

S  A  xM.U  EL      ADA  M  S,     Efq; 

Member  or  ihe  Medical  Committee   of  Congrcfs. 
S       I       R, 

THE  ftate  of  the  army  in  Canada,  according  to 
Dr.  Lind's  account,  (\vho  is  ]u(i  arrived  from 
thence,  by  order  of  General  8uHivan,  lor  a  luppiV  o£ 
medicines, )  is  truly  deplorable.  I  have  feen  no  return 
of  the  lick,  but  he  afpjres  me,  that  in  the  beginning  o£ 
this  momh,  there  v/ere  no  lefs  than  i8co  men  dowrt 
with  the  fmall-pox  ;  and  the  total  of  fick  and  unfit  for 
duty,  amounted  to  3  300  men  ;  and  he  fays,  ilicy  have 
no  medicines  :  Such  a  report  is  fcarcely  credible,  hue 
you  may  learn  the  particulars,  yourfelf,  from  him,  as 
he  intends  going  10   Thilaaelphia. 

Central  Gates  fets  out  to-m.orrow,   to  take  the  com*- 
nd  of  the  army  in  Canada.^   Dr.  Potts  will   accom- 
G  pany 


(   s^   ) 

^any  him.  I  have  therefore  given  orders  to  fupply  him, 
from  the  General  Hofphal,  with  a  larpe  cheft  of  fuch 
medicines  as  I  can  bcft  fpare  ;  and  which  can  be  got 
ready  to-morrow  before  his  departure.  Upon  looking 
into  Dr.  Potts's  commifHon,  I  find  he  is  appointed 
Pliyflcian  and  Surgeon  in  the  department  of  Canada  j 
but  whether  it  be  of  a  regiment,  or  in  the  Hofpital,  is 
not  fpecified  ;  nor  does  it  (hew  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Congrefs,  to  vcft  him  with  the  power  of  a 
Dire(Stor,  in  the  General  Hofpital  :  Nor  can  1  Icamj 
what  appointment  Dr.  Stringer  has,  or  what  is  the  na- 
ture of  his  commifHon. 

From  all  I  am  able  to  learn,  every  thing  in  the  medi- 
cal department,  in  Canada,  difplays  one  fcene  of  con- 
fufion  and  anarchy  :  Nor  have  the  Congrefs  taken  upon 
itfelf,  to  ef^ablifh,  or  vefled  any  perfon  whatever,  with 
a  power  fufHcient  to  eflablifh  a  General  Hofpital  in  Ca- 
nada. 

iriic  Congrefs  cannot,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  too 

fpeedy  in  determining  what  fleps  are  to  be  taken  for  this 

purpofe,  and  for  fettling   a  due  fubordination   amongfl 

the  Surgeons  there.     It  would  be  of  particular  ufe,  that 

the   intentions   of    Congrefs  were   made  known  in  re- 

fpe£l  to  Dr.  Stringer  and  Dr.  Potts,  whether  either  of 

them  is  to  be  confidered  as  Director,   by  appointment  of 

Congrefs,  and  which   of  them  -,    or  whether   they   are 

both  to  be  looked  upon  as  Surgeons  depending  on,  and 

acting  by  inflru^ions  from  me.     I  have  never  fecn    Dr. 

Stringer's  commifHon.     In  either  cafe,  they  will  require 

more  help  than  they  have  at  prefent  ;    and  in  the  latter, 

I  fuppofc  I  ought  to  have  the  appointment  of  three   or 

four   more   Hofpital  Surgeons,  an    Apothecary,  and  a 

fufficiency   of  Mates  in  that  department,  without  dimi- 

nifhing  the  number   I  have  allowed  me  for  the  army  at 

New-York,    as   I  have   nor^e  here  that  are  fupcrfluous. 

Other  officers,  as  a  Storekeeper,  Stewart   and  Matron, 

are  alio  wanted  in  Canada,  with  Nurfcs   and  occafional 

Labourers.     Whatever  is   determined  on,  in  refpei^L  to 

tthcfe 
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thefe  matters,  I  fhsuld  be  glad  to  know  immediately  ; 
Till  then,  my  hands  are  tied  up,  and  the  army  ibfFering 
for  want  of  help.  I  am  not  fure  that  our  dil'grace  and 
misfortunes  in  Canada  are  not  owing,  in  a  great  mea» 
fure,  to  the  fhameful  proceedings  of  the  Surgeons,  in 
fpreading  the  fmall-pox  by  innoculation,  amongft  the  folr 
diery,  in  face  of  the  enemy.  Inrtead  of  innoculating 
the  ibldiery,  under  like  circumftanccs  before  Bi)fton, 
General  Walhington,  upon  my  rcprcfentation,  conti- 
nued to  keep  in  pay  a  Surgeon  and  Mace,  to  attend  all 
that  fell  ill  f  the  fmall-pox.  A  Hofpital  was  fixed  for. 
their  reception  only,  in  a  retired  place,  and  a  guard  fet 
round  it,  and  all  communication  betwixt  it  and  the  ar- 
my was  cut  ofFj  and  fo  foon  as  any  one  was  ieized  with 
the  infection,  of  whatever  rank,  he  was  fent  to  the 
fmall-pox  Hofpital.  By  this  means,  every  inconvenieu- 
cy,  arifing  from  th'  appearance  of  the  fmall-pox,  was 
prevented,  and  the  army  effedtually  fecured  from  dan- 
ger, from  that  quarter. 

Had  there  been  a  General  Hofpital  in  Canada,  there 
would  have  been  better  orders,  and  fome  lubordination 
obferved,  which  is  new  wholly  wanting  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  feared,  that  whilft  the  Congrefs,  occupied  in  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  weighty  concerns,  can  proceed  but  flowly  on 
this  matter,  the  opportunity  may  be  loft.  P^ather  than 
poftponc,  however,  fo  important  a  concern,  would  it 
not  be  right  to  place  fall  confidence  and  power  in  a  pro- 
per perfon,  capable  to  arrange  thefe  matters,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  with  ample  authority  for  the  purpofe,  ra- 
ther than  fuffer  2  lofs  of  men,  to  the  dilcouragement 
of  the  whole  army,  for  want  of  a  due  provifion  being 
made  for  the  flck  and  wounded. 

If  the  Congrefs  will  fix  on  the  means  and  manner  of 
eflablKhing  a  General  Hofpital  at  Canada,  it  will  eafeme 
of  much  trouble  ;  but  if  ihey  are  not  at  Icifure,  or  not 
fufHcicntly  acquainted  with  what  is  the  proper  manner, 
and  will  order  me  to  do  it  for  them,  giving  mc  fuch 
power  as  they  think  adequate,  I  will  dn  '^i-  -   beft  I  can^ 

t9 
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to  cS'c<n:  this  deiirr.ble  end  immediately.  Excufe,  Sir, 
my  dwelling  (o  canuily  oi)  this  lubjed.'  •,  it  is  of  the  UL- 
moii  conicqucnce  to  the  fervice,  and  delays  are  danger- 
ous. 1  can  ot  expvcfl:  to  i*eceive  inrri'm^tions^  en  ,thi^ 
matier,  from  General  Wafhington  •,  he  rvippoies,:tI{at  I 
underftand  the  afftirs  of  this  department,  and  i:;eiies 
whoily  on  me  for  cvejy  thing  which  relates  to  io  \  ]3u^ 
J  ueiihcr  durji.  nor  will  I  prefumc,.  to  meddle  i?2  a£(iif;s^, 
out.  rf  my  province,  or  that  are  ■  bryond  the  f^hcre^.i^i 
*wkich    J  fuppcfey   J -was  dtefigncd  originally^  by  Congrcfs^ 

to   move.--" Such;  I    imagnie,    is    the    airangemcm 

of  Hofpital  aflairs,  in  Canada,  and  the  undertaking  to 
fupply  the  Surgeons  therewith  what  is  neceflary  for  a 
General  Hofpital,  Without  freih  inftructions,  or  more 
an^ple  power  than  I  now  have,  either  from  the  Con- 
grefo  or  Commaader  in  Ciiief,  as  cs.^  commiiiion  dircdts 
lue  to  look  to  ihemy  for  orders. 

I  wait,  impatiently,  for  an  order  from  Congrefs,  to 
impower  me  to  demand  fuch  a  proportion  of  the  Con- 
tinental medicines,  left  in  the  care  of  Mefiieuis  Dc  Lan- 
cy  and  Smiih,  as  they  may  think  fit  to  allot  for  this.de- 
partment.  In  determining  that 'proportion,  ilicy  \yiU 
plcafe  to  confider  (if  we  can  truft  to  Dr.  Lind's  account) 
tliat  there  ij  net  an  article  of  medicine  in- Cspada,  in 
the  hands  of  any  Surgeon  on  that  expedition.  ./.  ^r\ 

June  76,  i^r/6:  Since  writing  ihe  above,  Dr.  Potts 
havintT  leceix'cd  a  fupptyof  medicines,  from  the  Geiie- 
ral  Hofpital  ftore.  Dr.  l.ind  has  fet  oft  with  General 
pates  and  him,  for  Canada. 

I    rcmairj,  wiih    great    eftccm, 

a  I  R,^    -  . 

Ydui*-m6fc  obedient,: 
and  very  humble  fep,vant, 

JOilN  MORGAN. 

c:>  rhl< 
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CCj'  7 his  may  certify,  that  I  remember  t-^  have  heard 
Podor  MORGAN  read  the  foregoing^  letter  An  July, 
1776,  together  with  feyerai  others,  upon  the  jiihjcct  ■  f  the 
General  I'cfpital  and  Rrgimetital  Surgeons y  all  incident ing 
the  immediate  necej]ity  of  putting  them  upcn  a  proper  foot- 
iug.     • 

JOHN   WARREN,    Hofpital  Surgeon. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  exhibit  a  copy  of  the  next 
letter,  which  I  wrote  to  Congreis,  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper to  inform  the  reader  of  th.-  occaficn  of  it. 

Having  been  returned  from  Philadelphia,  about  a 
fortnight  after  my  conference  wiih  th^  Medical  Com- 
rnttteeof  Congrefs,  in  which  I  had  fet  fo-th  my  infuf- 
iiciency,  without  farther  powers  and  inftrutflions.  to 
a r. Aver  all 'the  calls  daily  .made  on  me,  in  an  exteniive 
and  unfettled  department  j'artd,  having  received  no  or- 
ders or  dire^tiops  (rem  Congrefs,  all  this  while,  in  an- 
fwer  to  my  application  for  that  purpoie  :  A  powerful 
fleet  and  armv  from  G'-eu-Brirain,  intended  for  th?  re- 
duction bf  New-Yovk  Ix'inq  'ikcwife  alreadv  arrived  on 
the^^coaft  j  and  having  p  .par  d  every  thing  in  my  de- 
'paVtiiient.'  that  was  in  my  power,  I  then  conlidered  the 
-  ^:ttled  ilmt^  of  the    regimentaj   Surgeons       In    order 

jring  them,  by  desrrees,  into-greater  re^ulari  y,  and 
to  make  them  more  ufeful  in  ca?e  of  action .  as  nanny 
of  them  had  but  newly  entered  the  iervicc.  and  moft 
of  them,  from  waiit  of  experience,  w.e^e,  yet  novices  in 
the  duties  of  a'^military  hur-  on  I  thought  it  pdvifea- 
'b!e  to  give  ■  thf  m  fome  inftru^dtious.  which  mipht  o^r.n 
their  minds  to  a  itnie  of  wiar  duty  was  n^qnired  of 
them,  as  regimental  Surgeon?,  in  time. of  ocl:>>n.  '.vliich 
it  could  not  be  fuppofed,was  very  dilfant.  1,  thereupon, 
drew  up  the  following  dire«n::ons,  and  communicatt'd 
their,  to  the  General. — He  approved  of  them  ip  ihe  or- 
ders cf  the  day  •,    and  commanded  the  ftvcral  Surgeons 
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o£  Regiments  to  wait  upon  me  for  copies,  and  to  regu- 
late thtrnfclves  according  to  the  propoibd  plan. 

Each  Surgeon  was  allowed  a  copy,  and  commonly, 
at  the  lame  time,  I  gave  him  an  order  on  the  Apothe- 
cary, of  the  G.:neral  Hofpital,  for  a  medicine  cheft,  for 
evc;ry  Battalion,  which  he  alfo  obtained,  if  he  was  not 
already  provided,  together  with  a  number  of  bandages 
and  tourniquets,  and  a  quantity  of  lint,  tow,  and  old 
liiinen;  for  chirurgical  dreilings. 


A      copy        OF        THie 

ORDER    and    INSTRUCTIONS, 

Given  to    the    REGIMENTAL    SURGEONS, 
In    cafe   of      ACTION. 

NiiU'Tork,  July  3,   1776. 

I  T  is  propofed  by  the  Director  General,  and  or- 
dered by  hii  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  That 
the  Regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates  may  be  the  better 
prepared  for  the  dilcharge  of  their  duty,  in  cafe  of 
a'Slion,  to  hold  themfelves  in  immediate  and  conllant 
rcadincfs  for  fcrvice  5  and,  in  the  firft  place,  to  make  a 
return  to  the  Uire^flor  General  of  the  Hofpital,  of  their 
names  and  ftations,  and  of  the  infcrumenis  and  ban- 
dages, &c.  they  have  at  hr.nci,  agreeable  to  the  follow- 
ing   F  O  R  Mj     vi7. 
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A  REGIMENTAL  Return  of  Surgeon's 
Inftruments  and  Bandages,  &c.  now  in 
Readinefs  for  immediate  Service,  belong-- 

ing  to  Colonel --'s    Regiment,  in 

Brigadier  General 's  Bngade,  en- 
camped at ,    July    3,    1776. 


Names   of  ths  Sur- 

Number  &  kin-' 

geon    and    Ma.c, 

laftrumsnts  fi 

f  Handages.&c 

Old  L'nTi»n  and  other 

and   the    dales  0/ 

for  ufe. 

Ligatures,  &c- 

Tra:c.-ncnts. 

th-.T    cotm'fTnn. 

Arnput4  1  ijj         >.n  p       KOiici 

«^a    i.  t,    Oi   Uiu  LjiifiCiJ 

Surgeon. 

Inrtiunicnts.       D   <.bic  do. 

w.eij.'.'.t  of  ka^s. 

Mate. 

Trepanning,dp.  Foliated    ban- 

Wight  or  Quantity 

Iftcifion  knives  dagcf. 

i  L'nt, 

Pocket   iHftiu    Splints. 

Tow,  &C. 

ments. 

Tourniquets. 

Spunge. 

Bullet  Forceps 

Ligatures. 

Crooked  needle? 

Ta?c. 

(Piacs  to  be  (igr.rfl  by 

Srrait  ^, 

Thread. 

the    Surgeon.) 

Pins. 

A  S  the  General  Hofpital  will  not  admit  of  the  Hof- 
pital  Surgeons  and  Mates  being  divided,  or  detached 
from  the  places  u  here  the  General  Hoipital  is  fixed,  and 
may  require  occafional  affidance  from  the  Regimental 
Surgeons,  in  cafe  of  many  wounded  being  fent  to  if, 
in  order  that  the  Hofpital  and  Regimental  i^urgcons 
may  concur,  at  this  tim.e,  to  render  their  muiual  ier- 
"vices  more  efFecftual  and  exteniive,  the  following  regu- 
lations are  to  be  obferved  for  the  prefcnt,  and  till  any 
change  of  circumftances  may    require    an  alteration. 

Part  of  tlie  General  Hofj^ital  is  now  fixed  at  Long- 
Ifland,  for  the  recepnon  of  fick  and  v.-oimded  perinrs, 
Avhofe  cafes  m?y  require  it  ;  which  Jons  Vv'arrpn, 
Efqi  Surgeon  in  the  General  Hofpirnl.  is  nppointcd  to 
fupeiiLKend   and  direct,    wiih   the     affiHanc'e    of  thr<?e 


M 


•'i 


tat 
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HoTpital  Mntes,  and  fuch  ether  Regimental  Surgeons 
and  Matf's,  belonging  lo  rhat  part  of  lUe  army  ftationed 
at  Long-Ill. md,  a>  may  be  required.  In  cafe  of  evident 
nfccfQ.y.  .Tng  from  an  attempt  being  made  on  Fort 
Defiauce,  ( ifterwards  caded  Fort  Walhington,)  two  of 
the  Hofpital  Marcs,  Wiih  Doctor  M'Henry>  uow  nt 
Mont  eior  jfland.,  and  whom  he  is  to  lupcrintcnd  and 
dire£l,  are  to  repair  to  that  poft,  with  a  piopex'  afTort- 
ment  of  iniliumcHts  and  bandages.  iiie  icinainder  of 
the  Sargeons  and  Mates  of  the  General  Mofpital,  aie 
to  continue  at  Kmg's-Collcge,  and  New-York  [lorpical, 
for  the  reception  ami  care  of  fuch  wounded  as  are  lent 
to  them,  from  what  ever  part.  It  being  the  duty  of  the 
Regimental  Surg^-oas  and  Mates,  in  cafe  of  adlion,  in 
the  field,  to  attend  the  Corps  to  which  th.:y  belong,  hi 
order  to  drefs  the  wounded  in  battle  ;  they  are  to  take 
potl  in  the  rear  of  the  tt  oops  engaged  in  acftion,  at  the 
diilauce  of  three,  four,  or  live  hundred  yards,  behind 
fome  conveiiient  hill,  if  at  hand,  there  to  drefs  the 
wounded,  who  require  to  be  drefTcd,  on  or  near  the- 
field  of  battle  If  the  Regiment  or  Corps  to  which  they 
belong,  aiC  engiged  within  a  fort,  or  lines  thrown  up- 
for  defence,  that  fort  or  place  of  defence,  is  then  the 
proper  Nation  for  the  Regimental  Surgeons  :  But  as  a 
Regiment  may  be  divided,  and  diftributed  into  different 
pofts,  (o  as  to  render  it  impravilicable  for  the  Regiment- 
al Surgeon  and  Mate,  belonging  20  that  Regiment,  to 
be  near  i^me  parts  of  their  Corps,  it  is  neccflliry  that, 
an  account  of  the  number  of  Surgeons  and  Mates,  in 
any  Biiga  le,  or  any  divifion  of  the  army,  that  occupies 
one  or  more  detached  poiks,  be  taken,  and  delivered  to 
the  Commanding  Oilicer  of  faid  poRs  or  divifion.  It 
is  to  be  conlidei  td  as  the  duiy  of  each  Regimental  Sur- 
geon and  Mate  refp-.ctivcly,  wherever,  ftationed,  to  re- 
gard himfelf,  as  having  a  joint  charge  of  the  whole  Bri- 
gade, with  the  reft  of  the  Surgeons  of  that  Brigade, 
rather  than  as  if  his  care  was  to  be  confined  only  to 
thofe  officers  and  foldicis  who  are  of  the   Regiment  to 

which 
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which  he  belongs.  It  muft  unavoidably  happen,  at 
times,  that  both  ofEcers  and  fold iers  may  be  wounded 
in  aftion,  and  their  particular  Surgeons  be  eliewhere 
employed,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend  them.  The 
amputation  of  a  Hmb,  or  performance  of  any  capital 
operation,  cannot  well  take  place  in  the  heat  ot  a  bri£k: 
aiStion  :  It  is  feldom  pollible,  or  requiiite.  What  the 
Surgeon  has  chiefly  to  attend  to,  in  cafes  oF  perfons  be- 
ing much  wounded  in  the  field  of  battle,  is  to  Itop  any 
flux  of  blood,  either  by  tourniquet,  ligature,  lint  and 
comprefs,  or  a  fuitable  bandage,as  the  cafe  may  require  5 
to  remove  any  extraneous  body  from  the  wound  ;  to  re- 
duce fraflured  bones  j  to  apply  proper  drefiings  to> 
wounds  ;  taking  care  on  the  one  hand,  not  to  bind  up 
the  parts  too  tightly,  fo  r.s  to  injure  the  blood's  eircu- 
lation,  increcife  inflammation,  and  excite  a  fever  ;  oc 
fo  loofely,  as  to  endanger  the  wounds  bleeding  afrefli^ 
or  to  allow  broken  bones,  a;fter  they  are  properly  fet,  to 
be  again  difplaced.  The  wounded  being  thus  drefTed 
by  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  are  next  to  be  removed  to 
the  neareil:  Hofpital  belonging  to  the  Brigade,  or  to  the 
General  Hofpital,  as  may  be  moil  convenient. 

As  the  General  Hofpital  may  at  times,  be  fully  croud- 
€d  with  lick  perfons,  or  in  the  time  of  allien,  fo  many 
wounded  may  be  fent  there,  as  to  require  a  greater 
number  of  haads,  than  that  part  of  the  General  He fpi- 
tal,  where  m2ny  of  the  wounded  arc  fent,  is  furnifhed 
with,  it  may  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  i'uperintend» 
ing  Surgeon,  befides  the  proportion  ailovvcxl  him,  from 
the  General  Hofpital,  to  call  tor  the  aflilb.nce  of  a  num- 
ber of  Surgeons  and  Mates,  from  the  Brigade,  diviiion 
or  part  of  the  army  where  he  is,  either  before  an  en- 
gagement, or,  when  the  number  of  wounded  perfons 
fent  to  him  becomes  very  great,  making  fuch  affiftance 
needful.  For  this  purpofe,  he  is  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
mander of  that  Brigade,  or  part  of  the  army,  who  is 
hereby  ordered  to  lend  him  aa  many  Regimental  Sur- 
I'X  geoas 
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geons  and  Mates,  for  diat  purpofs,  n-s  are  required,  and 
can  be  fpared  from  their  pofts. 

To  prevent  confuiion,  and  tha-t  the  Regimental  Sur- 
geons maj'  know  the  better  wha-t  part  of  duty  is  expiat- 
ed from  them,  fome  one,  at  lead,  of  the  Surgeons,  ef- 
pecinlly  ihofe  fixed  ait  out  pofts,  arc  dire^ed,  lis  foon  as 
J>oflible.,  to  call  upon  and  arrange  matters,  in  time,  with 
the  Hofpital  ^Surgeons  neareft  at  hand,  in  behalf  of  the 
Brigade,  or  Corps  aifling  together,  that  no  diforder  may 
arife,  in  time  of  a^ion,  for  want  of  fo  neceflary  a  pre- 
caution. The  Regimental  Surgcsns  ought  to  call  on  the 
officers  of  the  Corps  to  which  they  belong,  to  fettle  with 
them,  what  pcrfom  are  to  be  employed  in  carrying  off 
the  wounded,  and  for  a  fupply  af  whetl-barrows,  or 
other  more  convenient  biers,  for  conveying  them  from 
the  field  of  battle,  to  the  place  appointed  for  reception 
of  the  wounded,  or  General  Hofpital.  Each  Regiment- 
al Surgeon  and  Mate  ought  to  have  a  portable  box,  with 
fuitable  divifions  for  containing  his  lint,  bandages,  in- 
flrumcnts,  and  other  implements  of  Surgery,  which 
ought  to  be  well  provided  with  every  neceflary. 

In  applying  a  common  tourniquet  to  liop  the  flOw  of 
blood,  from  any  principal  artery  in  a  limb,  till  it  can  be 
Otherwifc  properly  fecured,  care  inurt  be  taken  not  to 
twift  it  too  tightly  about  the  liinb  ;  and  to  prevent  the 
tourniquet  from  flipping,  fo  as  to  endanger  a  frefli  lofs 
of  blood,  it  muft  be  faftened  with  a  ligature  of  thread 
or  tape. 

JOHN  MORGAN,   Direaor-General 


1  N  corfcquence  of  the  foregoing  plan  and  orders, 
fome  reports  were  made,  although  they  came  in  but 
riov/Iy.  Near  a  fortnight  pafl^ed  over,  before  1  received 
them  from  more  than  fifteen  Regimental  Swrgeons  :  It 
js  to  he  afcribed,  if  not  to  ;hat  backwardnefs  wh  ch  the 
Regimental  Surgcontcver   flicwcd   to  con*p>1ying  with 
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Gt:neral  Orders,  perhaps,  to  a  conicions  fliamc  o*  being 
entirely  deftitute  of  any  necefTuy  aiticlts,  but  what 
they  hai  been  previoufly  indulged  to  draw  from  the 
Gejieral  Hofpital  :  Some  of  tbem,  whom  I  afterwards 
met,  and  inquired  into  the  caufe  of  their  negk^t:,  con- 
feiTed  this  to  be  the  truth.  As  my  intention  in  deiiring 
thofe  reports  to  be  made  to  me,  was,  to  lay  them  be- 
fore the  General  and  Congrefs,  with  remaiks  on  their 
infuiRciency,  that  the  Medical  Committee  might  be  in- 
cited to  ufe  more  diligence,  than  heretofoie,  to  fall  on 
fbme  meafurcs  for  lupplying  the  Regimental  Surgeons, 
with  every  neccflary  to  qualify  them  for  greater  ufefuU 
nefs  in  their  ftation.  I  drew  up,  from  the  fcparatc  re- 
ports delivered  to  me,  one  general  return  pt  the  ftate 
of  the  abovcmentioned  fifteen  Regiments.  All  the  in- 
ftruments  were  reported  to  be  private  property,  and 
amounted  to  lix  fets  of  amputating  inflruracnts,  two  o£ 
trepanning  ditto,  fifteen  cafes  of  pocket  inftiuments, 
feveray-five  crooked,  and  fix  ftrait  needles.  Amongft 
the  whole  fifteen  Surgeons,  there  were  only  four  fcalp- 
els  or  incillon  knives,  for  dilating  of  wounds,  or  any 
other  purpofe  ;  three  pair  of  forceps,  for  extracting 
bullets  ;  half  a  paper  and  feventy  pins  ;  and  but  ic\v 
bandages,  ligiturcs  or  tourniquets,  and  as  little  old  !in- 
nen,  Unt  or  tow,  but  what  they  had  procured  from  the 
General  Hofpital  ;  and  only  two  ounces  of  fpunge  in 
all.  Amazing  deficiency  for  fifteen  Suigeons,  and  as 
many  Mates  ! 

Upon  inquiry  how  they  could  think  of  marchingwuli 
their  Regiments,  without  providing,  at  leaft,  old  linnea 
for  dreffings  •,  or  of  joining  the  army,  without  the  ne- 
ceiTary  inftrumenrs,  as,  if  ever  they  retlecled  at  II,  the^ 
muft  be  fenfible  of  the  impropriety  of  i'o  doing,  and  of 
its  being  much  eafier  for  each  man,  to  procure  thoie  ar- 
ticles, within  the  fphere  of  his  acquaintance,  connex- 
ions or  neighbourhood,  than  to  obtain  them  in  an  ar- 
my, in  genera],  defiitute  of  necefi^ary  fupplics,  of  wha;; 
was  not  to  be  procured  in  America,  but  with  great  dif; 
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ficulty.  Their  conftant  anfwer  was,  whenever  they 
applied  to.  their  fuperior  officers  for  thofe  things,  they 
were  always  told,  they  would  be  furnifhed  with  eveiy 
thing  they  wanted,  fo  foon  as  they  fhould  have  joined 
the  arnny  Upon  being  informed  that  I  had  only  a  fuf- 
;ficienry  of  thofe  articles  tor  the  ufe  of  the  General 
Hoipit^i,  and  that  I  woidd  by  no  means  iinfurnifh  it, 
to  fupp  y  them,  t-  ey  appeared  quite  confounded,  and 
exprcfiv.d  great  uncail.ieis,  at  having  no  proper  eftab- 
liihment  •,  and  iuid,  th.y  knew  not  how,  or  where  to 
obtain  the  neceiTary  aiViclcs,  -to  be  any  ways  uieful  in 
fihe  ai  m^,  if  I  did  nor  uffift  them. 

A.S  1  was  not  ignorant  of  the  rjn?ny  inconveniencies, 
under  which  they  had  hitherto  laboured,  from  a  want 
of  attention  in  he  Congrefs  t,)  relieve,  or  place  them 
on  a  better  fopdiig,  and  as  I  i-elt  for  their  ditlrefs,  I  af- 
fared  them  of  «i;y  readinefs  to  ailift  them,  all  ia  my 
ipower.  coiififtcntly  with  my  proper  du^y»  and  the  or- 
ders I  had,  or  fhouid  receive  from  Congrefs.  I  advifed 
them  to  meet  in  a  body  j  to  converfc  on  the  matter 
ivith  each  other  j  and  then  chufe  one  or  more  Deputies, 
from  each  Brigade,  to  Aate  their  helplefs  fiiuation,  and 
pray  for  relief  ;  in  which  I  was  willing  to  fccond  their 
application,  with  all  the  influence  of  which  I  was 
mafter. 

As  they  complained  much  of  not  being  allowed  pro- 
per R.egimental  Hofpitals,  and,  as  I  had,  in  oppofition 
ito  what  always  appeal  ed  to  me  to  be  the  ientiments, 
both  of  the  Congrefs  and  General,  ever  uniformly 
given  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Regimental  Surgeons  and 
Regimental  Hofpitals,  under  proper  regulations,  and 
due  fubordination  to  the  General  Hofpital,  might  be  ve- 
ry ufeful,  I  took  that  matter  under  my  coniideration. 
i  likdwife  drew  up  a  memoriHl,and  propofalsjto  be  fhewn 
to  the  General,  for  his  approbation  and  concurrcTice, 
to  be  laid  before  Congrefs.  At  the  fame  time,  I  penned 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  a  form,  and 
dire<Stioxis  for  keeping  a  proper  regilter  of  the  fick,  and 
^        •  for 
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for  rnnking  eveiy  kind  of  neceflary  retuins  of  ^ch., 
provifions,  &c.  alfo  tables  of  ihe  various  kimls  ofdiety 
ufed  in  the  General  Holpiial,  as  an  example  for  tkcm- 
felves,  to  copy  after,  under  the  heads  of  full  diet,  half 
diet,  low  diet,  milk  diet  and  fever  diet,  with  the  nne- 
thod  of  calculating  the  differences  betwixt  thefe,  and  the 
amount  of  thf  well  rations  ;  to  enable  them  to  draw  the 
value  of  the  difierence,  whether  in  cafli  or  rcfrefli- 
xnents,  but  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  only  :  And  I  fhewed 
them  a  lifi:  of  wh?.t  inftiuments,  bandages,  ligatures, 
lint,  tow,  old  fir.nen  and  other  articles,  1  efleemed  ne- 
ceilary  for  a  Regiment  j  which  I  flinll  fubjoin  to  the 
fubftance  of  the  memorial  and  petition  to  Congrefse 
and  the  propofiils  I  had*lketched  oat  for  their  con- 
iideratlon. 

At  the  firfi:  meeting  I  had  with  them, by  appointment, 
to  confer  on  thefe  feveral  particulars,  before  1  produced 
the  papeis  referred  to,  I  addrelTed  them  in  thele  wordf, 
which  I  had  written,  and  of  which  I  kept  the  original. 

ADDRESS    TO  THE    SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen, 

1H  AVE,  .v/ith  all  the  care  and  attention  in  my  pow- 
er, taken  into  coniideration,  the  ftate  of  the  Regi- 
mental Surgeons,  with  a  view  to  getting  them  piovide d 
with  Regimental  Hofpiials,  and  pointing  out  the  means 
for  their  being,  in-  future,  fupplied  with  the  ufual  rcqni- 
fites,  for  the  more  eafy,  more  regular,  and  raorc  extcn- 
five  difcharge  of  the  duties  annexed  to  their  itation. 
To  anfwer  this  end,  I  have  confidered  what  is  wiiliin 
our  power,  as  matters  row  ftand,  and  what  we  are  to 
aim  at,  for  further  improvement  ;  and  have,  by  a  trair^ 
of  reflexions  on  the  fubjecft:,  been  led,  in  the  fiiil:  place, 
to  propofe  certain  regulations  wh'ch  appear  to  me  to  be 
both  falutary  and  pradlicable^  if  they  meet  wirh  yovu 
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concurreAce  ;  for  which  I  {hall  fubmit  them  to  your 
hearing  and  ftri£lures,  for  coneiflion  and  amendment. 
If  we  can  agree  in  them,  it  will  be  one  ftep  gained,  and 
may  ferve  as  a  foundation,  on  which  to  proceed,  in 
fmoothing  e.vfiy  difHculiy  that  nay  ftill  remain,  to- 
waiius  forming  a  more  perfedl  plan,  or  model  of  oecono- 
my,  ill  the  condu61ing  of  Military  Hofpitals,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  fick  and  vyounded. 

The  nexi  ftep  which  I  apprehend  we  have  to  take,  i$ 
to  apply  to  Congrefs  for  an  immediate  fupply  of  chi- 
rurgical  inftrumcnts  and  bandages,  for  the  Regimental 
Surgeons,  and  for  its  approbation  of  the  propoftd  re- 
gulations, as  y/ell  as  that  of  the  Cornmander  in  Chief  ; 
that  thofe  regulations  may  h^ve  a  proper  authority  to 
reft  upon,  for  their  fan^lion  and  fupport  ;  and,  sdly, 
to  fuggeft  fuch  others,  as  may  be  flill  more  ufcful,  in 
future,  iliould  the  continuance  of  [the  war  make  any 
further  regulations  necefTary, 

Jfuly,    1776.  J.    M. 


The     MEMORIAL     of  th^ 
REGIMENTAL   SURGEONS, 
To       CONGRESS. 

Sets  forth,  ^T^  HAT  when  troops  were  afTemble J 
Jl  in  hafte,  at  the  firft  breaking  our  of 
the  war.  B-egimental  Surgeons  were  appointed  to  ac- 
company them,  provided  with  medicine  chtils,  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  country,  where^  they  were 
raifed,  at  a  Colonial  expence. — That  when  it  becanie  a 
common  caufs  of  the  whole  continent,  and  provifion 
was  made,  by  Congrefs,  for  the  care  of  the-  fick  and 
bounded  of  the  arq:iy,  \>y  the  cflabliihnient  of  a  Gene- 
ral 


rftl  HofpitaljWltha  Dire£lor  General,  four  Snrgeo'ns  Stid 
swenty  Males,  there  was  no  mention  of  the  Regimental 
Surgeons  and  Maies,  nor  any  provifion  made  for  them, 
either  of  medicines,  inftriiments,  or  other  neccfTaries  ; 
yet  they  were  kept  in  pay. -r That,  in  this  fituaiion,  al- 
though it  might  be  prefumeA  the  Hofpital  Surgeor.s 
and  Mates,  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  itck  and 
wounded,  were  Icarccly  fufficient  to  attend  fo  great  a 
Rumber  of  patients  as  an  unhealthy  feafon,  or  an  a(^ive 
campaign  might  produce  ;  yet  the  Regimental  Surgeons 
and  Mates,  for  want  of  a  fuitable  provifion,  muil,  in 
iheir  pa^fent  fuuation,  be  very  ufelefs  •,  although  they 
were  fo  much  more  numerous  than  the  Hofpital  Sur- 
geons and  Mates,  and  always  profefied  an  ardent  d«- 
lire  of  being  properly  employed,  and  of  anfwering  the 
defign  of  their  appointment. —  That  not  knowing  where 
elfe  to  look  for  relief,  they  had  applied  to  the  Director- 
General,  who  aiTured  them  of  his  inclination  to  ferve 
them  J  but  having  no  orders  to  iiTue  out  fu-pplies  to 
them,  and  it  being  urmfual  for  Regimental  Surgeons  to 
depend  upon  the  General  Hofpital  for  all  they  wanted, 
he  had  advifed  them  to  make*  application  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  or  Congrefs,  for  eftablifliing  a  proper 
method  to  obtain  fupplics,  piomilmg  to  fecond  ihelr 
applications,  with  the  warmeft  reprefentations  from 
himfelf  — That  it  was  with  his  advice,  the  preient  me- 
morial was  drawn  up,  to  lay  before  Congrefs  — That  he 
had  given  them  feveral  meetings,  and  a  fer  of  propofa^s 
"Were  agreed  upon,  as  regulations,  •«  ovidcd  they  met 
with  the  approbation  of  Congrefs,  which  were  incU^fcd 
for  connderation  -,  pr?yl  g  for  fuch  relief  on  :he  pre- 
miiTes,  as  to  tUe  wifdoai  of  Congreis  ILould  leern 
meet. 


P.EGUL  ATIONS 
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REGULATIONS  propofcd  by  the 
Dircdor-General  of  the  Hofpital  ;  and 
agreed  upon  with  tlie  Regimental  Sur- 
geons, to  be  laid  before  Congress  for 
THEIR  Determination   upon   them. 

ift.  np  H  A  T  the  Regimental  Surg  ons  apply  to  the 
-*-  Quarter- M.-ifter-Gcnera!;»aod  obtain  from  him, 
or  the  Barrack- Ma {>er,  by  an  order  from  him,  fome 
proper  quarters  convenient  fdr  the  fituatlon  of  each 
Brigade,  by  the  nanle  of  Regimeatal  or  Bi  igade  Hof- 
pitals.    ,  , 

id.  That  the  faid  Hofpltals  be  furniflied  from  the 
Quarter-Mafter  GeneiaFs  department,  with  necefTary 
utenfiis  and  Hofpital  furniture,  according  to  a  lift  of 
enumerated  particulars. 

3d.  That  the  Regimental  Surgeons  be  fupplied,  in 
future,  by  Continental  Druggifts,  with  medicines,  in- 
jR:rume!nts  and  old  linnen  fur  bandages,  and  neceflary 
dr.^  flings. 

4th.  That  they  flinll  report  to  the  Dircdor-General, 
or  Surgeons  of  the  General  Hc^fpital,  all  fuch  fick  pa- 
tients of  their  Regiments,  who  are  proper  objects  ; 
making  uiV  of  evc^ry  poflible  precaution, to  guard  againft 
crowding  the  Hofpital  with  putrid  cafes,  that  require 
frcfh  air  for  recovery  of  the  fick,  leaft  holpital,  ma- 
lignant, or  peftilential  difcafes  be  excited,  to  the  great, 
dcvaftation  and  ruin  of  the  army. 

5th.  That  they  fliall  keep  an  exa^l  regifter  of  the 
(ick,  in  which  they  fnall  enter  the  names  of  the  pa- 
tit  nts,  the  companies  to  which  they  belong,  the  difor- 
ders  they  labour  under,  the  times  ot  their  admiflion,  or 
being  confldered  as  unfit  for  duty  ;  with  the  times  and 
event  of  their  difeafts,  of  recovery,  death,  or  dif- 
rtiiffion. 

^Mh,  That  they  make  proper  reports,  ext.ra£Ved  from 

faid 
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faid  regiilcr,  to  accompany  every  perfon  tliey  recora^ 
mend  to  the  General  holpital,  with  an  account  of  the 
patients  cafe,  and  previous  treatiiiient,  and  what  cioath- 
ing  is  lent  with  each  patient,  certified  by  the  Surgeon  or 
Mace,  and  ligned  alio  by  acommiffioned  officer. 

7.  That  they  make  daily  returns  to  theQnarter-lVIader 
or  Adjutant  of  the  regiment  ;  of  the  fick  belonging  to 
that  regiment,  who  are  unlit  for  duty,  whether  remain- 
ing under  their  own  care,  or  fent  to  the  General  hofpi- 
tal,  that  no  foldiers  may  b^  exem.pted  from  duty,  as  fick: 
men,  that  are  not  borne  on  the  Doctor's  lift  ;  and  that 
no  rations  be  drawn  for  them,  amongil  the  efFeclive; 
men,  whilft  they  are  drawn  for  with  the  iick,  whether 
in  the  General  or  regimental  hofpitals, 

8.  That  they  make  weekly  returns  of  the  fick  froni 
their  regifters,  both  in  the  General  hofpital,  and  regi- 
mental, or  brigade  hoTpitaJs,  as  well  to  the  Direc1:or- 
General,  as  to  the  Commandant  of  the  regiment  or  bri- 
gade, that  a  true  ftate  of  the  fick  of  the  whole  army 
may  be  made  out,  to  lay  before  the  Commander  ia 
chief,  and  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  weekly. 

9.  That  agreeable  to  the  fick  lift  returLed  to  theDireclor 
General,  the  regimental  Surgeons  be  intitkd  to  draw 
from  the  General  hofpital,  for  the  fick  remaining  un- 
der their  care,  any  articles  they  may  chufe,  agreeable  to* 
the  various  diet  tables  made  ufe  of  for  the  patients  of  the 
General  holpital  ;  and  whatever  other  fiores  or  re- 
freftimcnts  they  chufe,  with  which  the  General  hofpital 
is  fupplied,  to  the  full  amount  of  thfir  rations.  If  they 
ree]vtire  more  from  the  General  hofpital,  the  fick  are  to 
be  lent  to  the  General  hofpital. 

I  o.  That  the  Colonels  of  regiments  be  allowed  to  draw- 
monies  for  defrayin[T  any  extraordinary  or  incidentr.l 
charges  of  regimental  hofpitals,  and  for  ftich  articles  n«^ 
are  not  to  be  got  in  the  ifore  of  the  General  hof^^Hal, 
nor  in  thecommifinrial.or  Ouarter-iMaffer'sdcpirtmcnr, 
and  an  account  of  the  difoin  fements  to  b"^  fettled,  with 
the  weekly  or  nionibly  abftrac^fc  of  the  regiment. 

I  ^  That 
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r  I. -That  the  ftate  of  the  fevcral  regimental  or  brigade 
hofpitals,  of  the  fick,  and  of  the  medicine  ctefts,  be  fub- 
je(flto  examination, from  time  to  time,  of  the  Dire^or- 
General,  or  fuch  hofpital  Surgeons  as  he  ftiall  appoint 
to  that  duty. 

I  2  That  in  all  things, not  particularly  afcertainedin  thefe 
regulations,  the  uiage  of  the  Britifh  and  other  armies 
be  followed,  till  otherwife  directed,  as  far  as  is  confident 
with  the  good  of  the  fervice. 

THE  foregoing, as  nearly  as  I  can  recolle<^,is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  memorial  and  propofals  agreed  upon.  I 
remember  the  import  well.  Jf  it  differs  materially,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  regimental  Surgeons  to  flietv  the 
difference,  by  printing  the  oiginial  papers.  I  gave  my 
drafts  thereof  to  them,  which  they  confidered,  and  pro-, 
pofed  fome  alterations,  that  I  convinced  them  could 
not  be  adopted.  They  acquiefced  in  the  reafons  I  gave. 
1  then  made  fomefmall  emendationsin  the  copies,which, 
with  the  alterations  and  interlineations  in  my  own  hand 
writing,  are  ftill  in  poffeffion  of  Dodor  Story,  late  Sur- 
geon of  Colonel  Little's  regiment  j  one  of  ihofe  who 
were  preftnt  at  the  conference.  It  is  not  long  fince  I 
called  on  him  for  a  copy  of  both  the  memorial  and 
propofals.  He  promifed  to  let  me  have  them  •,  but  af- 
terwards, being  void  of  honour,  broke  his  word, 
for  which  he  would  ailign  no  other  reafon,  than  that  he 
did  not  know  what  ufe  I  (hould  make  of  them  to  his 
difadvantagc,  though  I  told  him,  before  my  defign  of 
publifliing  them,  and  that  I  wifhed  to  have  the  origiiial 
papers  before  me,  or  exa(Sl  copies  of  them,  that  I  might 
not  be  charged  with  any  mifreprefentation  to  the  pub- 
lick  ;  which,  by  communicating  them  to  me,  it  was  in 
his  power  to  prevent.  But  this  is  not  the  only  inftance 
of  meannefs,  joined  with  infolence  of  behaviour, 
which  I  have  had  occafion  to  publiih  to  the  world, 
and  which  I  have  yet  to  produce,  to  delineate  the  cha- 
racter of  this  (hamelefs  man. 

Letter 
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LETTER      SECOND. 

New- York,  July,  1776 
To      3M  K  s  S  I  E  u  R  s 

SAMUEL     ADAMS,     Efquire, 

And  the  rell  of  the  Medical  Commutee  of  Congrefs 
GENTLEMEN, 

HAVING  put  the  General  hofpital  on  a  good 
footing  at  New-York,  and  provided  it  with  :i 
pretty  coniiderable  ilock  ot  what  it  may  ftand  in  need 
of  (as  a  general  hofpital)  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
turn  my  attention  to  the  regimental  v^urgeons.  Tlieir 
ntuation,  ever  lincel  have  been  in  the  army,  has  been 
fuch  as  to  require  a  great  deal  of  regulation. 

If  I  were  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  true  and  proper 
bufinefs  of  Director  General  of  the  hofpital,  1  fliould 
have  very  little  concerns  with  them  as  regimental  Sur- 
geons, according  to  the  plan  of  the  Britifii  eftablilhment. 
It  would  be  principally  confined  to  the  receiving  fuch 
Uck  from  them,  into  the  Gerseral  hofpital,  as  they  could 
not  take  care  of  themfelves  ;  to  afiifi:  in  the  examination 
of  fuch  as  offered  ihemfdves  candidates  for  the  placesof 
Surgeons  and  Mates;  and  to  give  orders  to  them  to  fup- 
ply  themfelves  with  proper  medicinal  chefts,  for  each 
regiment,  and  all  the  inftrnmehts  and  implements  neccf- 
fary  for  them  to  be  provided  with,  and  fee  it  done. 
The  making  proviiion  of  ihofe  articles  fhould  depend 
on  themfelves  ;  but  they  ought  to  be  fupplied  with  the 
means,  whether  by  an  allowance  of  money  adequate  to 
the  provifion,  or   by  a  (icppage  from  the  mens  pay. 

i  found  them,  upon  enquiry,  deftitute  of  eveiy  arti- 
cle, whether  of  medicines,  inftruments,  bandages  or 
other  implements  of  furgeiy  •,  and  not  knowing  where 
to  provide  what  was  neccflary,  or  who  to  look  to  foe 
afhftance.  Wi^h 
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With  a  view  to  promote  the  fervice  all  that  lay  m  my 
power,  1  have  aitcmptcd  to  biir-g  them  together,  to  txa- 
snine  into  the  ft.ue  oF  their  wants  ;  to  point  out  what 
ihey  ought  to  be  furniflied  with  ',  to  diredl  thei?  where 
to  look  for  Supplies  -,  and  to  bring  them  under  fomc 
proper  regulations. 

'i  o  aniwer  thefe  feveral  purpofes,  I  begnn,  by  requeft- 
jng  the  General  to  ilTue  out  orders  for  each  Surgeon, 
to  make  a  i  eturn  of  what  medicines  he  had  en  hand. 
To  my  forrow,  I  muft  fay  it,  excepting  two  or  three 
Hegiments,  ihe  ftoik  of  all  the'  Regiments  at  Cam- 
bridge put  together,  would  icarcely  have  made  one 
goodchcft.  Ipiocured  all  I  could  get  atBoftonjandhave, 
from  thence,  and  from  Tome  purchafcs  of  ihops  at  Sa- 
lem, and  feme  articles  I  got  at  Newport,  Norwich  and 
New-York,  furnifhed  Pvegimental  chefts  to  all  the  Re- 
gimental Surgeons,  who  have  hitherto  applied,  to  the 
amount  of  near  twenty  ;  and  am  flili  furnifliing  all  the 
pew  regiments  ihatdai!y  come  in.        -         '  . 

la  the  next  place,  I  iketched  out  a  plan  of  conduct, 
for  the  Surgeons  of  Regiments  in  cafe  cf  acflion,  of 
which  J  he  General  approved,  and  gave  out  in  orders, 
that  tJiey  llK)uld  attend,  and  take  dii-ections  from 
iBe,  on  that  hea.l  *'. '  At  the  fame  time,  I  defired  a  re- 
port to  be  delivered  in,  of  theii-  Surgeons  inftruments, 
and  bandages  fit  for  ufe,  agreeable  to  a  form  given  them 
for  the  purpofe.  Fifteen  Regimental  Surgeons  made 
their  returns  accordingly  ;  from  vi^hich  I  have  drav/n 
up  one  getieral  return,  to  fhew  the  ;imount  :  I  iuppofe 
them  to  be,  at  Icafl-,  as  well  provided  as  any  others, 
that  have  neglected  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  orcler  ; 
and  do  find,  that  the  Regiments  now  coming  in  have 
Surgeons  and  Mates,  but  not  one  article  of  medicine, 
or  any  thing  in  the  way  of  Surgery,  but  all  depend  on 
Sne  for  fupplies. 

-    I  have  Iketched  out,  what  in  my  opinion,   eveiy  Re- 
giment ought  to  be  fupplicd  with,  in  the  way  of  inftm- 

•  ments. 

^  Sec  that  plan  and  orders  of  Ju'y  3d,    Fa 5c  54. 


(    ^9    ) 

mcnts.  By  compaiing  this  iketch,\vuli  the  returns  made 
for  lifLeen  Regiments,  the  great  want  of  every  thing 
eflential  to  them,  as  Surgeons,  will  be  evident. 

To  make  amends  for  their  defe<rt,  lam  well  off  in  the 
Gen.  Holpital, except  in  a  few  particulars.  I  have  provided 
10,000  bandages,  have  ibme  hundred  old  fheets,  and 
a  itock  of  medicines  (tho'  unallbrted  ;  )  I  have  of  capi- 
tal inftruments  neaily  enough  for  Hofpital  ufe.  But, 
in  the  mean  time,  what  is  to  become  of  the  Regimental 
Surgeons  ?  bhould  I  divide  my  ilorcs  amongil:  them, 
they  would  be  dillipated,  and  ourielves  left  dcftitute.  To 
obfcrve  a  medium.  I  have  ordered  to  be  iiTued  from 
the  General  Hofpital  llores,  60  bandages,  2  fheets,  4 
tourniquets,  a  quantity  of  lint  and  tow,  and  a  cheft  of 
medicines,  out  of  what  I  have  collecfled  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons  and  Mates,  who  bare 
no  proportion,  in  number,  10  the  Regimental  Surgeons 
and  Mates,  (there  being,  perhaps,  40  Regiments  here,) 
referving  the  reft  to  fupply  that  particular  part  of 
the  army  which  may  ftand  in  moft  need  :  But  of  inftru- 
ments, I  have  none  to  fpaie,  and  I  begin  to  want  fome 
capital  medicines. —  Moreover,  fymptoms  of  a  putrid 
fever  begin  to  appear. 

In  this  iituaiion,  I  have  called  many  of  the  Regi- 
mental Surgeons  together  •,  have  had  a  conference  with 
them  ;  defired  a  deputation  from  each  Brigade  ;  have 
given  them  a  plan  of  regulations  for  Regimental  Hof- 
pitals,  and  a  form  -of  a  memorial,  or  reprefentation  to 
Congrefs  They  all  look  to  me,  for  fupplies  of  every 
thing  they  want  :  I  have  no  authority  for  that  purpofe. 
It  is  contrary  to  my  judgment  10  fupply  them  with  all 
they  want.  To  prove  this,  I  refer  you  to  all  who 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter.  I  refer  you  to  Dr. 
Bafs,  in  Philadelphia,  who  knows  thefe  matters  as  well 
as  any  man  :  I  refer  you  to  a  copy  of  a  letter,  on  this 
fubject,  from  a  man  of  experience,  whicli  I  enclo'e  *. 
I  mufl:  not,  I  durft  not  tranfgrefs  orders,  or  exceed  rr.j 

line 

*    See    the   next    letter. 
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line  of  duty  more  than  difobey,  or  go  contrary  to  tliem. 
It  is  the  lame  thing.  I  call  for  orders.  I  Ihall  Ihrink 
from  no  fatigue  :  Say  what  is  my  duty,  and  to  the  bed 
of  my  power,  I  will  obey  :  But  leave  me  not  without 
orders.  Every  General,  every  Colonel  of  a  Regiment, 
every  furgeon  in  the  army  think  I  have  full  power, 
and  ample  inftrudlions,  and  know  not  where  to  app'y 
for  the  relief  of  their  men,  if  lick  or  wounded,  and 
needing  uncommon  fupplies,  if  I  cannot  afford  them. 
It  is  a  cruel  fltuation.  My  errand  to  Philadelphia  was 
to  reprefent  thefe  things  •,  to  fettle  the  channels  of  fnp- 
ply  i  to  obtain  lufficient  means,  or  authority  fufficient 
to  procure  them.  I  am  bound  to  a  fpot  :  Scajcely 
could  I  obtain  permifhon  to  leave  this  place,  for  a 
few  days,  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  lay  ihefe  matters 
before  you. 

Again,  I  am  preffed  on  the  fide  of  Canada.  I  have 
wrote  preliingly  o^i  this  fubjedl.  I  have  lent  you  a  let- 
ter from  Dr.  Potts.  He  lays,  there  are  3000  lick, 
coming  to  Albany.  I  have  not  x'eceived  the  leaft  an- 
fvver,  or  inrtru<ition  from  Congrefs  j  nor  can  I  give  any 
afiiftance  to  that  part  of  the  army,  without  orders  or 
pov/er.  Let  them  give  me  orders,  whether  limited  or 
ample,  they  fhali  be.  obeyed.  I  will  anfvver  for  my 
conducl.  But  do  not  make  me  nominal  Gen.  Direcfl- 
or,  and  leave  me,  at  the  fame  tinK:,  a  deflitute,  a  help- 
lefs  one.  I  have  requeued  my  proportion  of  the  medi- 
cines in  the  hands  ot  Mcffieurs  Delaney  and  Smith,  to 
be  kept  farced,  untouched,  fubjccl  to  my  order  :  Per- 
haps it  is  too  late  to  lepeat  the  requeft. 

I  will  inclofc  this,  wirh  a  plan  cbferved  by  the  Bri- 
tiili,  in  the  conduct  of  tlieir  General  and  Regimental 
Hofpitals  j  andpapeisio  illuftrate  and.  fupport  what  I 
have  written  ;  lufiicicnt  to  compile  Tome  rules,  or  fojm 
fome  orders.  I  beg  inftruments  may  be  fent  us,  par- 
ticularly amputating  ;  ~  crooked  needles  and  Ipunge. 
The  enem.y  are  at  hand  :  The  campaign  is  opening  : 
I  have  done  all  my  limited  power  will  allow.     I  hope, 

thouph 
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though  iate,  almoft  teo  Lite,  yet  that  it  U  not  altoge- 
ther lb,  cither  to  receive  power,  inftruclions,  or  means 
to  regulate  the  affairs  of  my  department.  I  have  don^ 
my  duty,  in  giving  the  neccflary  information  for  what 
is  conncdled  with  it,  and  in  preparing  for  the  faithful 
difcharge  of  my  truft.  I  now  reft  the  matter  on  your 
determinations,  being,  with^all  poflible  regard. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  dutiful  and  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN     MORGANe 

Norivalky  February  12,   1777' 
cy    I  remember  to  have  heard   Do£lor    MORGA.M 
read  this  tetter,  about  the  month  of  July   lijly  ivitb  feve- 
ral  others  on  the  fuhjecl,  to  Jhevj  -what  he  vjas  th'en  dcingt 
to  put  the  Regimental  Surgeons  on  fome  better  footing. 

AV.  EusTis,  Surgeon  ia  the  Gen.  Hofp. 


THE  only  letter  I  received  from  Mr.  Adams,  is 
dated  A agu ft  5*  in  whicli  he  fays  :  **  I  have  received 
feveral  letters  from  you,  whkh  I  fhould  have  foorcr 
ctcknowledged,  if  I  rould  have  found  leifiire.  I  took, 
however,  the  neceiraiy  iteps,  to  have  what  you  re- 
quefted,  efti^ctcd  in   Congrefs." 

THE  letter  from  1  gentleman  originally  confuUed 
by  Congrefs,  on  the  eftablifhnient  of  the  General  Hof- 
pital,  mentioned  in  the  note,  page  69  •,  being  the  fam^ 
with  that  to  which  I  referred  General  WASH- 
ING r  O  N,    in  my  memorial  page  6,    is  as  follows  : 


To 
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To    Doctor    JO  FIN    MORGAN, 

Di ructor-General    of     the     Continental  Ho/pi tals. 

At      C  a  M  B  Px  I  D  G  E,       &c. 

Philadelj^biai  February  24,    1776. 
S  I  R, 

LAST  week,  I  received  yours,  of  the  ift  inft. 
The  Regimental  Surgeons  were  never  allowed 
medicines  from  the  Holpital,  unlefs  their  own  happen- 
ed to  be  expended,  from  being  long  encamped  in  a 
part  of  the  country,  where  none  could  poflibly  be 
got  :  And  to  prevent  their  being  out  of  medicines,  as 
much  as  pofllble,  previous  to  thsir  taking  the  field,  their 
medicine  chefts  were  always  examined,  by  order  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  by  the  officers  of  the  Hofpital  ; 
to  fee  they  were  provided  with  their  proper  (lores  for 
the  fervicc  they  were  going  upon,  and  a  report  was 
made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  accordingly. 

Whsn  it  was  found  proper  to  deliver  tht rh  medicines, 
they  were  no  more  than  might  ferve  them  till  they  went 
into  quarters,  or  could  be  fupplied  from  any  neighbour- 
ing place.       As     TO      ANY      OTHER      STORES,      I    nCVCr 

knew  them  once  thought  of,  or  demanded. 

Every  R.egiment  had  an  Hofpital  to  itfelf,  for  flight 
cafes,  Vv^hich  the  Surgeon  and  his  Mates  took  care  of  ; 
the  charges  of  which  were  always  defrayed  by  the  Re- 
giment. 

The  medicinal  and  chirurgical  ftores  for  the  Hofpi- 
tal were,  for  every  campaign,  fixed  and  ordered,  the 
preceeding  winter,  by  the  Phyficians,  Apothecaries  and 
Surgeons,    in  a  joint  confultation. 

To  give  you  our  long  liflrs  of  medicines,  &c.  (  **  on 
any  expedition  loft  ivar^  as  you  reqiiejiy^  )  woulcl  avail 
you  little  at  prel'ent,  as  many  of  the  articlea  are  not  to 

be 
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be  had  ;  nay,  T  am  certain,  one  half  of  them  mighty 
at  any  time,  be  left  out  :  "When  you  come  to  town,  you 
ihall  fee  them  •,  They  are  too  long  for  a  letter. 

We  always  made  our  own  bandages,  fplints,  tourni-* 
quets,  &c.  from  old  linnen,  leather,  &c.  we  fent  out 
on  purpofe.  We  had  never  lefs  than  five  hundred  old 
fhcets,  and  two  or  three  hundred  Ikins  came  ©ut  at 
once,  which  the  Hofpital  Mates  made  into  the  different 
kinds  of  bandages,  &c.     in  common  ufe. 

General  Gates  can  inform  you,  that  the  eflimates  I 
gave  in  for  the  Hofpital,  including  the  pay  of  the  oiS- 
cers,  were  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fii  ft  fix  months, 
for  ten  thouland  men,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  for 
a  larger  number, 

I    am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant,    ^c, 

The  following  is  a  report  of  what  inftru- 
ments,  bandages,  ligatures,  tow,  &c,  a 
Regimental  Surgeon  and  Mate  ought  to 
have  in  readinefs,  for  fcrvice,  in  cale  of 
action,  for  a  Regiment,  confiding  of  a 
thoufand  men  -,  and  fo  in  proportion. 


Inftramcnt3  for  Surgeon 
and    Mare. 


A  fet  of  amputating  Initru- 
ments,  cunfiiling  of  at 
Icaft 

A    large   knife, 

a  faw  with  :wo  bladct, 

a  c;t!inc, 


BancJages,  ^rc. 


Of    Bandages,    x^ol-  ~ 

Icis,  &-X.  of  various 

kinds,  at  Icaft  300. 

One  or  two  dozen  fets 

of   fplints, 
i  dcs»n  common  tour- 


LInren.  &% 


fhects,  or  rags  equi« 
valcnr,  for  compiclT- 
es,    &c. 

Lint,  a  or  3  pounds  at 
Icaftj 

12  crooked 
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J I  crooked  needlcj,  and 
a   fcrcw  Uurniqact. 
A  cafe  of  6  incifion  knives, 

a  fets  of  pocket  inftruments, 

4  ballet  forcipes, 

an  artcy  furceps, 
e,  doacn  ftiait  nccd-l'ei, 
a  paper  of  pins, 

a  cafes  of*  l«ic&tt. 


niquets, 

3  ounces  of  thread,  fo! 
ligatures, 

a  price  or  two  of  inch 
wide   tape, 

i6   or    i8     inciies 
fquare    of  fadler's- 
Icather,  and  a  piece 
of  fadlcr's  inchwidt 
girting. 

Bandages,     tourni- 
quets,   fplints,  &c. 
(hould  be  made  by 
the   Surgeon    and 
Mace. 


■^  pounds  c/ fine  tow. 
6  ounces  of  fpung?.  , 


J.  M. 


IN  the  {Acne  packet,  with  the  foregoing  letter  to  the 
Medical  Committee  of  Congrefs,  page  67  ;  I  in» 
cioi'td  a  variety  of  papers  for  their  confideration,  name* 
ly.  copies  of  the  inibu(^ions  given  to  the  Regimental 
Surgeons  July  the  third,  page  54  ;  of  their  intended 
memorial  to  Congrefs,  page  62  ;  of  the  regulations 
propsfcd  and  agreed  upon  with  them,  for  the  allow- 
ance of  Regimental  Hofpitals,  page  64  ;  of  the  pre- 
ceeding  letter,  from  a  gentleman  at  Philadelphia,  very 
corverfant  in  the  fubje6t,  to  {hew  what  werd  the  ufages 
and  cuftoms  of  the  General  Hofpi'al,  in  the  Britifli  fcr- 
vice  5  and  particularly  to  declare  what  kind  of  ftores, 
and  under  what  circumftances,  the  Regimental  Sur- 
geons were  allowed  to  draw  from  the  General  Hofpi- 
tal  in  that  fervice,  page  72  ;  and  of  the  foregoing  re- 
port of  inftruments  and  bandages  nccefTary  for  every 
Regiment,  page  73  ;  together  with  copies  of  the  dif- 
ferent diet  tables,  and  other  regulations  of  the  General 
Hofpital.  Thefe  were  feverally  indorfed  and  numbered, 
being  calculated  for  the  purpofe,  and  intended  to  an- 
fwer  the  promife  1  had  made  his  Excellency  Ge- 
neral WASHINGTON,  in  the  beginning  of  my  let- 
ter 10  him,  of  March,  page  32  ;  by  explaining  the  na- 
ture,  both  of  the  General  ai)4  Regimental  Hofpitals; 

pointing 
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pomting  out  the  ufes  and  proper  government  of  c?cn  \ 
their  leparate  and  dillintSt  defigns  ;  the  n-e.ins  of  fwp- 
plying  the  Regimental,  and  rendering  them  more  iife- 
ful,  t^y  phicing  them  in  a  due  fubordination  to  the  Ge- 
neral, Hofpitals.  I  did  not  doubc  the  works  being  ac- 
ceptiible,  both  to  the  General  and  ihe  Congrefs,  as  it 
might  be  fuppoled,  they  were  not  much  veried  them- 
Iclves,  in  ihefe  matters  ;  with  which,  however,  it  was 
necelTary  tor  the  good  of  the  fcrvicc,  they  Ihould  be 
acquainted. 

To  undei-ftand  the  better  what  were  the  ufes  of  the 
copies  of  the  ditfcrenc  diet  tables,  and  of  other  regu- 
lations of  the  General  Hofpital,  which  accompanied  my 
letter  to  the  Medical  Committee  of  Congreis  ;  and  to 
dcm.onflrate,  at  the  fame  time,  what  pains  I  was  at,  to 
introduce  method  and  exacflnefs  ino  every  branch  of 
the  department  entruftcd  to  my  care,  as  I  have  omitted 
to  mention  the  particulars  before,  it  will  be  very  proper 
to  take  notice;  in  this  place,  of  the  Heps  1  had  taken 
for  tliAt  purpofe,  when  at   Carrbridge. 

So  foon  after  my  arrival  in  the  army  as  to  have  been 
able  to  t^ke  a  review  of  the  ftate,  in  which  tlie  General 
Hofpital  then  was,  I  appointed  a  meeting  of  the  Hof- 
pital Surgeons,  to  take  under  ccnfideration  the  proper 
ilcps  to  be  purfued  for  the  better  government  of  the 
Hafpital.  I,  therefore,  in  the  firfb  place,  fhewed  them 
my  commifli;n,  with  the  inflruflions  from  Congrefs 
for  the  eftabiifhment  of  the  General  Hofpital  ;  I  ex- 
plained to  them  my  idea,  of  the  duties  of  the  fcveral 
ofEcers,  and  gave  them  a  form  of  the  various  returns 
which  I  expected  to  be  made,  on  the  various  occafions 
of  the  HoJpital.  I  laid  before  them  the  different  dier 
tables  that  were  in  ufe,,  in  the  General  Hofpital  of  the 
Britilh  army,  laft  u'ar,  as  well  as  tho{e  in  the  different 
Hofpitals  of  London  ai:d  WcrbTiitiftci-,  wirh  all  the  re- 
gulations obferved,  in  each  diftinct  part  and  office,  for 
the  g'Overnment  of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  which  I  hd-A 
procured  at  ihe  time  I  was  pupil  theci,  uadcr  the  cele" 

brated 
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ferated  Phyficjans,  Milner,    Akenfide  and  RufTell,  and 
brought  with  me  to  the  army. 

With  thefe  regulaiinns  before  las,  compared  with  the 
ftature  and  difeales  of  the  climate,  and  ihofe  incidtnt 
to  an  army,  with  the  provifions  of  the  country,  and 
ttianner  of  living,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  our  eftablifli- 
tncnt,  feveral  fets  of  lules  were  drawn  wp  for  ihe  bet- 
ter regulating  of  our  own  Hofpitals,  and  pai  ticnlarly 
for  afccrtaining,  and  enforcing  the  duths  of  the  Sur- 
gcon?j  the  Mates,  the  Apothecaries,  the  vStcwarts,  the 
Matron  and  Nurfes,  the  Waiters  and  Attendants  ;  and 
alfo  rules  for  the  obfervance  of  the  Patients.  It  would 
protr&£l  this  piece,  to  too  great  a  length,  were  I  to  in- 
lert  them  here  :  I  tiTerefoie  content  mylelT  with  taking 
iiptice,  that  the  perfecting  the»:i  was  a  woik  of  time 
and  of  mature  reflexion,,  which  would  do  no  difcreclit 
to  any  of  the  gentlemen  that  weje  concerned  in  the 
performance,  were  i  to  pub.ifh  them  at  large.  And  I 
aiuft.  to  do  juftice  to  this  tafk  enjoined  them,  which 
Was  fubmitted  to  my  own  corre£lions,  obierve,  that  it 
V'as  the  Picans  of  iuiroducing  that  fxadlitudc  m  duty, 
and  that  better  C£conomy  and  difcipline  into  the  Ge- 
neral Hoipital,  that  were  waited,  as  might  be  naturally 
cxpecfled  ;  by  means  of  whi  h,  all  the  proper  bufmels 
of  the  Hofpital  was  afterwards  conducted  with  more 
regularity,  eafe  and  fatisfaflion  to  the  officers,  and 
greater  benefit  and  advantages  to  the  patients  •,  all  which 
^vere  much  wanted,  in  all  the  tranladlions  1  have  ever 
had  with  the  Regimental  Surgeons. 

This  I  thought  a  proper  employment  for  a  Dire£lor 
General,  and  defciving  the  attention  of  the  Congrefs 
and  Commander  in  Chief.  I  therefore  difpatcbed  them 
to  the  General,  by  return  of  one  of  his  fervants,  fent 
to  engage  me  to  come  to  Kead-Quarters,  for  his  peru- 
fal  at  fiift,  and  then  to  be  forwarded  to  Congrefs; 
hoping  he  would  be  pleafcd  to  fecond  my  letter  to  Con- 
grefs, with  fome  reprefiintution  from  himfelf,  of  the 
necefiity  of  adopting  thefe,  or  fomc  other  regulations 
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to  aufwcr  the  intention,  for  which  ihefe  papers  might 
feive  as  a  pioper  foundJiiion  on  which  to  proceed. 
They  were  accompanied  with  a  note  to  Colonel  Reed 
ihe  Adjutant- Gciaeral,  in  which  I  wrote  as   follows  : 

S     I     R, 

I  imagine  the  anne^ced  regulatiTns,  &c.  for  the 
eftablifhiVient,  management  and  fupplies  of  the  Regi- 
mental Hofpitals,  will  be  of  great  iife  in  the  army,  and 
tend  to  remove  the  frr:queat  complaints  of  Regimental 
Suigeons,  rtlpi.fling  the  want  of  fum"  better  provi- 
fiou  fji-  the  Tick  under  their  care,  aad  enable  them  to 
difcharge  their  duty  with  more  cheakiulisiess,  and 
ADVANTAGE   to  the  i'eivice. 

They  are  fubmitted  with  the  Memorial  See  to  Con- 
grefs,  to  General  Wafhington's  pernial,  if  he  has  time 
to  confider  them,  for  his  approbation.  It  will  appear 
on  reading  them,  that  thofcj  or  fome  fuch  regulations, 
are  much  wanted,  and  cannot  take  place,  unlefs  ihey 
have  his  fanclion  in   General  Orders. 

Perhaps  you  may  have  fo  much  leifure  as  to  examine 
the  feveral  enclofed  papers,  and  communicate  the  fub- 
ifance  of  them  to  the  General,  if  he  is  net  lufiiciently 
difengaged  to  look  over  them,  -himlelf  I  intsnd, 
agreeeable  to  your  defii-e,  to  be  at  Head-Quarters  early, 
to  come  at  two  o'clock,  that  there  may  be  fome  time 
for  converiing  on  this  fubjcdt,  before  dinner.'* 

I  requcfted,  that  after  the  General  had  fatisfied  him- 
felf  in  i-efpecf  to  the  contents  of  thefc  papers,  they 
might  be  forwarded  v.-ilh  his  difpatchts  to  Congrefs. 

WflEN  next  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  with 
the  Ge'ieral,   Rnd    fuppofcd  he  might   have    acquainted 

I'-nfelf  with  the  purport  and  .efign  of  thofe  papeis,  I 
.ook  the  liberty  of  riiking  his  opinion  of  them.  Ke 
had  been    greatly   hurried,  as  I  could    perceive  by   the; 

umber  cf  applicants  to  himfclf,    on  a,  varirtv  of  buli- 

nefs 
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nefs,of  different  departments.  Ills  ar.fw-er,  thcr-efpre, 
was  fach  as  miglit  be  expected,  couched  in  the  follow- 
ing interrogatory  :  How  can  you  think,  i  have  time 
to  read  over  luch  a  bunt^le  of  pnpeis  ?  i  told  him  I 
was  lenfible  of  his  fituation,  and  how  precious  his  time 
was  ;  that  the  reafon  of  my  troubling  him  with  fb  much 
writing,  was  that  he  might  not  be  interrupted  by  long 
confultations,  though  on  the  moil  neceiTary  matters  ; 
but  be  able  to  make  himfclf  mailer  of  the  iubject, 
when  mofl  at  Icifure  to  confider  it,  with  the  means  be- 
fore him  :  I  informed  him  as  bri.fly  as  poffiblej  of  the 
general  contents,  and  what  I  had  written  to  th:  Adju- 
tant General,  in  whofe  abilities  he  placed  great  confi- 
dence ;  and  conclud.ed  with  a  reque{l,  that  if  he  fliould 
not  have  leifure  fhortly,  to  read  them  over  himfclf,  that 
he  would  refer  them  to  Colonel  Reed,  or  any  other 
perfon  he  chofe,  to  {^ive  him  an  account  of  them,  that 
xbme  orders  might  ifTue  in  confcqucnce  :  They  relnied 
to  important  matters,  and  nothiijg  could  be  done  in 
them,  without  his  orders,  on  which  he  let  mc  know, 
that  I  fhouid  hear  from  him  foon,  on  the  bufiiiefs  they 
V''ere  intetidcd  to  recommend  to  his  notice. 

I  think  it  was  that  very  dny,  the  refolves  of  Con- 
grefs,  July  17th,  came  to  hand,  and  were  communicated 
to  me,  of  v/hich  I  obtained  a  certified  copy  from  the 
Adjutant-General,  and  another,  about  four  days  after- 
v/ards  from  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrifon,  Secretary  to 
the  General,    which  bears  date  July  26,    1776. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  who 
Wcvc  impatient  to  know  the  General's  mmd,  that  they 
might  take  their  mealuies  accordii^gly,  for  making  a 
perfonal  application  to  himfelf,  which  they  judged 
would  anfwer  as  well  as  -ipplying  to  Cong!  efs  ;  or  for 
forwarding  the  memorial  and  petition  to  Cong'  efs,  as 
might  appear  mod  fuitable,  on  knowing  his  mind  ;  we.-'C 
made  acquainted  with  the  beforementioned  lefolves. 
Thefe  refolves  produced  a  general  difgufl  in  the  Regi- 
mental Surgeons,  as  they  anticipated-  und  might  pre- 
vent 
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vent  the  fHCcefs  of  nny  application  to  Ccngrcfs  at  that 
time  ;  and  cut  them  off  From  all  prcfent  hopes  &f  car- 
rying into  execiuion,  their  favoiiiite  icheme  of  having 
Regimental  Hofpitals  under  iheir  own  management, 
furniflied  and  fupplied  to  their  wifhes  *,  and  from  the 
expectation  of  handling  public  monies. 

The  chagrin  and  bitternels  of  ipiiit  which  they  ma- 
nifefted  on  ihis  occafion,  is  inexjncflible  •,  and  every 
mean  artifice  that  could  be  deviied,  was  carried  into 
execution  by  fome  of  ihem,  to  counteraft,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  evade  thole  refolves.  They  gave  proof  indeed, 
that,  for  the  infamy  of  it,  deferves  to  be  recorded,  to 
what  degrees  of  weaknefs,  blindnefs  and  folly,  men 
deftiiute  of  the  piinciples  of  honour  and  honefly  will 
be  tranfported,  by  a  falfe  pride,  and  the  difappointment 
of  fecret  and  ambitious  visws,  when  they  prefer  the 
gratification  of  their  own  defires,  however  unjuft,  to 
the  interefk  of  the  caufe  they  are  engaged  to  promote, 
if  oppofed  to  each  other.  But  1  fliall  defer  giving  the 
p  rticulars,  till  I  havefirfi:  communicated  a  letter,  which 
with  a  view  to  lerve  thofe  ungratefal  men  all  in  my 
power,  I  wrote  to  General  Wafibington,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Nciu-Tork,    July    25,   1776. 

To         HIS         EXCF.   LLENCY 


TV.T 


General     W  A  S  K  I  N  G  T  O  .., 

S     I     R, 

'Tp  IT  E  Congrefs  having  corae  into  n  nnml  cr  of  re- 
-*■  folves  refpeifting  the  Ge'.eiai  Hofpital,  &c  I  find 
that  one  of  them,  as  it  now  ihmds,  gives  great  uncafi* 
nefs  to  the  R-cgimenial  Surgeons.  It  is  that  which  pro- 
hibits ihem  fiom  drawing  upon  the  MoJp'tal  of  their 
department  for  any  ftores,  except  medicines  and  inflru- 
meats  ;    and  orders,  that   when    rny    fick  pcrfon  ihal! 

require 
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require  other  (lores,  they  fhall  be  received  into" the  Ge- 
neral Hofpital,  and  the  rations  of  the  fald  fick  perfons 
be  ftopped,  (o  long  as  they  are  in  the  faid  Hofpital. 

The  Regimental  Surgeons  feem  to  think,  if  this  re- 
folve  fhould  remain  as  it  now  ftands,  without  any  pallia- 
tive confliuction  in  favor  of  fupplying  the  fick,  under 
their  care,  with  necelTary  articles  of  diet,  3cc.  (for  no 
proviiion  is  made  by  any  of  thefe  refolves  for  changing 
the  diet  of  the  fick,  and  iheir  rations  would  be  very 
improper  diet,)  thty  have  nothing  left,  but  immediate- 
ly to  order  the  whole  of  their  fick  into  the  General 
Hofpital.  What  would  be  the  confequence  ?  Inflead 
of  about  three  hundred,  which  is  the  prefent  number 
of  the  fick  in  the  General  Hofpital,  it  would  imme- 
diately amount  to  two  thoufand  or  upv/ards,  and  the 
numbers  increafe  every  day.  Eat  where  we  fhall  get 
room  for  them,  is  the  difficulty  ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  ac- 
tion, and  many  perfons  being  wounded,  that  difficulty 
would  increafe  :  The  General  Hofpital  would  be  crowri^ 
ed,  and  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  who  profefs  their  ar- 
dent defire  of  being  ufefully  employed,  would  complain 
of  having  nothing  to  do.  R.ut  what  is  the  worft  part 
of  it,  as  the  dylentery,  and  fevers  of  a  putrid  kind  now 
prevail  ;  the  crowding  fo  many  together  into  the  Gene- 
ral Hofpital, would  certainly  engender  a  malignant,  pefi:i' 
lential  fever,  that  would  threaten  the  ruin  of  the  army. 

Thefe  difficulties,  in  my  opinion,  might  for  the  pre- 
fent, be  got  over  in  one  of  thefe  two  ways,  the  choice 
of  wh^ch  is  left  to  your  Excellency. 

The  fiift,  is  by  adopting  a  fet  of  regulations,  drawn 
up  and  agreed  upon,  betwixt  the  Regimental  Surgeons 
and  myfelf,  (if  it  met  with  your  ExcclleHcy's  approba- 
tion,) and  which  I  laid  before  your  Excellency,  a  fort- 
night ago,  for  your  confideration. 

Otherwife,  let  the  Regimental  Surgeons  be  fuffered 
to  keep  fuch  men  in  their  own  Regimental  Hofpitals, 
under  their  own  care,  wkofe  cafes  would  endanger  the 
fprcading    of    putrid  and    iafe<ftious  diftempers.     Let 

them 


(  f^  ) 

them  be  reported  to,  and  born  on  the  lift  of  patients 
admitted  into,  the  General  Hofpitaljbut  remain  with  the. 
Regimental  Surgeons,  under  their  care  :  Then  lUr'w 
rations  will  be  itopped,  difcounted  with  the  CominilTa- 
ry- General,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  they  will  receive  hip- 
piies  of  fuch  articles,  as  the  General  biofpital  can  fur- 
nifli  them  with  ;  of  wine,  vinegar,  molniFcs,  meal,  Sec, 
vvhich  I  believe  would  not  far  exceed-  the  amount  o£ 
thofe  rations  :  This  would  anfwer  to  a  plan  I  propofed 
to  your  Excellency  lafl  wincer,  :ind  which  was  approv- 
ed :  Your  Excellency  only  wifhed  then,  that  fome  me- 
thod might  be  taken  to  prevent  the  rations  of  the  lick 
being  twice  drawn.  I  apprehend  that  matter  is  fully 
guarded  againll,  by  the  method  pointed  out  by  the  6th 
refolve  of  Congrefs,  of  July  ly?  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  G. 
Hofpital.  The  firft  method  would  give  the  greateft  fa- 
tisfa£tion,not  only  to  the  Regimental  burgeons, but  to  ths 
officers,  and  to  the  men  ;  and  an  experiment  would  be 
made  of  the  real  expcnce  attending  Regimental  Mofpi- 
tals,  and  every  caule,  or  even  ^adow  of  complaint^ 
vanifh  :  It  would  encourage  the  foldier  in  his  duty^ 
and  if  it  is  found,  on  trial,  fubje(fl  to  any  abuie,  I 
imagine  that  abufe  could  be  eafily  remedied,  by  future 
regulations,  or  a  ftoppag.e  in  the  mcn^s  pay,  at  the  tima 
ot  a  nev/  enliftment. 

The  prefent  increafe  of  the  fick  is  a  ferious  matter^ 
and  requires  a  fpeedy  remedy.  I  regret  the  calling  fof 
your  Excellency's  attention  (for  ever  fo  .fiiort  a  time) 
to  my  department  •,  but,  I  flatter  myfelf,  the  importance 
of  the  fubje^l,  and  the  advan-agcs  which  may  accrue 
to  the  (ervice  from  it,  will  evince  the  neceffity,  and 
be  a  fufHcient  apology  for  it. 

I    remain, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient, 
and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN    MORGAlSr, 
L  ANY 
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ANY  man  of  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  world, 
that  1  tlie<fl<;  ever  fo  little,  will  readily  own,  how  difa- 
greeable  a  piece  of  buflncfs  it  mull:  be,  for  any  pentle- 
man,  to  break  in  upon  a  Commander  in  Chief,  ciicum- 
itanced  as  General  WASHINGTON  was,  wiih  fo 
great  a  burd(gn  of  managing  an  army  of  undifciplined 
men,  in  which  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  various 
departments  were  fo  unfettled,  and  fo  few  officers 
knew  their  duty,  and  therefore  teized  with  numberlefs 
applications,  which  muft  make  him,  at  times,  un- 
avoidably, more  difficult  of  accefs  ;  and  to  importune 
him  repeatedly  on  buflnefs,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
already  fettled,  cither  by  his  own  orders,  or  thole  of 
Congrels,  mufl  be  very  irkfome. 

After  reading  the  foregoing  letter,  can  there  be 
a  perfon  found,  who  will  not  allow  that  I  exerted 
myfelf  to  the  very  utmol^  in  favour  of  the  Regiment- 
al Surgeons,  to  ferve  them  to  the  extent  of  my  abi- 
lity 5  and  after  thofe  repeated  exertions,  and  fteady 
peri'everance  at  all  times,  to  promote  their  reafonable 
wifhfs,  as  Far  as  was  conlirtent  with  my  duty,  even  in 
oppofition  to  the  fentiments  of  the  General  and  Con- 
grefs,  when  theirs  did  not  agree  with  my  owa  fenti- 
ments ',  was  not  the  ingratitude  andwickcdncfs  of  thofe 
Regimental  Surgeons  of  the  deepeft  dye  ;  becaufel  would 
not  facrifice  to  their  importunate  craving,  the  duty  of  my 
ftation,  and  the  truft  repofed  in  me,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mands of  my  fuperiors  •,  to  be  guilty »  9S  they  were, 
of  private  cabals  and  fecret  confpiracics,  (of  which  I 
have  lately  received  full  proof)  to  injure  my  cha- 
ra<ftcr,  and  mifreprefent  my  con^uiH:,  with  a  view, 
if  pnffible,  to  ruin  me,  for  ever,  in  the  public 
cfleem  ? 

THAT  none  may  imagine  I  wiffied  to  reduce  the 
Regimental  Surgeons  to  any  improper  dependence  on 
myltlf,  which  might  be  affigned  as  a  reafon  for  their 
oppofition  to  me,  I  think  fit  to  declare,  that  I  never 
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fought  for  any  authority  over  them,  inconfiftent  with 
their    true    intercrt,  or    upon    any  occalion,   that  i  was 
not  compelled  to  airunie.     On  the  contrary,  I  declined 
thoi'e  occalions  that  frequently  offered,  of  making  theni 
more  dependent  upon  me,  than  I  knew  would  be  agreea  - 
ble  to  themfelves,  ever  iince  they  had  tkken  exceptions 
to  the  Gsneral's   public   order   at    Cambridge,   that  no 
Regi.-nental   Surgeons   fhould    receive   commiflions    ia 
the  army  to  be  iaire('!,for  the  time  to  come,  till  rheyhad 
fubmiti.'d   to    fjcli  examination    of  their   abilities,   as  I 
thought  ncceifciry  ;  and  had   found  means  to   evade  it, 
by  p:c:vailing  with  their  Colonels,    who    (I   have  been 
informed)  had  blank  commij3ions  by  them,  to  fill  them 
up. with    the  names  of  the  former   Surgeons,  without 
any  regard  to  that  order.     Yet  if  I  had  ever  made  any 
reprefentation  of  this  matter  to  the  General,  I  am  con- 
vinced,  he  would  not  have    fuffcred    his  own  Qrd<:rs  to 
have  been  difpenfed  with,  in    fo  extraordinary    a  man- 
ner.    So  far  was  he  from  defiring  to  enlarge  their  pow- 
ers, or  to   leffen  my  c^uthority,  that  he  was  pleafed  to 
propofe  it  to  me,  himftlf,  in   one  of  the  laft   confer- 
ences,   [   had   with    him,  en   the   fubje<5l  of  regulating 
the  Regimental  Surgeons,  in  order  to  makr  them  more 
abfolutcly  dependent  upon  me,  that  they  fliould  receive 
warrants  at    my  hands  only,  for  a<n:ing  in  that  Nation. 
This  propofal  I  declined,  on  purpofe  to  avoid  the  envy 
tha;  would  attend  Co  much  power,  and  the  cpnfequent 
mifconrtrucftions  that,  -I  was  confident,  wo.ilcl  be  palled 
on  the  moll:  perfccl  and  upright    ufe,  th-3.t  any  man,  in 
my   poft,  could   make  of  it.     I    was  defirous  -  to  avoid 
giving  room  for  jeaioufies  to  a  ^et  of  men,   of  fuch  tur- 
bulent a?id  refra(5\ory  tempers,  as   I  difcovered  fome  of 
them  to  be.  and  of   which   I  experienced  the  ill  effects 
in  the  in  fiances  I  have  already,  and  am  further  to   re- 
late, of  Mr.  Story. 

He   once  called   upon   me,  on  bufincfs  of    Colonel 
Little's  Regiment,    foon  after   my   arrival  from  Cam- 
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bridge  to  New-York,  when  I  had  not  yet  laid  afidc  all 
thoughrs  of  finifhing  the  taflc  began  at  Cambridge,  oil' 
the  general's  order,  to  examine  the  Regimtmral  bur- 
geons, with  a  view  to  confirm  ihol'e  \vho  were  qualified 
ior  the  office,  and  to  report  fuch  as  were  deficient  ia 
education,  or  abilities.  Me  had  been  previoufly  re- 
prdcnted  to  me.  as  a  mere  firebrand  ;  ^and  as  one  that 
was  not  thought  to  be  properly  qualified  for  a  bur- 
geon's place;  whether  jultiy,  or  not,  I  ihall  not  pre- 
lume  to  f:iy,  as  I  never  proceeded  to  any  examination 
•  of  his  abiiities  I  aficed  him  whethtr  he  aded  as  Sur- 
geon to  that  R'r^ioi^nt  :  He  rold  me  that  he  did.  On 
I'eminding  him  of  the;  General's  order,  for  examining 
the  Regimental  I'^^ur^^'ons.  be  behaved  in  ;i  vtiy  info- 
lent, and  impertineni  m.annei'jgiving  me  to  know,  ''  that 
he  had  his  comnlifiion  already.,  no  thanks  to  me,  which 
was  as  valid,  and  of  as  good  authority  as  my  own,  and 
that,  truiv,  he  never  would  fubmit  to  anv  examination 
cf  niii^e  " 

Held.  I  been  difpoi'd  to  treat  him,  as  he  merited  on 
that  occafion.  I  imagine  he  would  have  found  that  I 
could  ealdy  have  obligcri  him  to  it,  or  to  quit  tlie  :er- 
vice  :  Bur  p^-vxe  w-^s  my  object.  This  made  me  pafs 
bvt-r  his  pieicnt  rude;  ^ Is  of  behaviour  ;  and  encourag- 
ed him  JK  th9i"e  fub'equent  adls  of  iniblence,  and  dil- 
honourabte  conduct,  which,!  believe, took  their  rife  irom 
th"  above  caufe  ;  and  if  he  was  not  ahvays  at  the  bot- 
tom, yet  he  always  fl^.rwed  himfelf  to  be  ore  of  the 
moft  violerit  agitators,  and  fomentors  of  difiuubancesj 
that  I  have  ever  met  with. 

If  1  may  be  allowed  to  mention,  in  this  place,  what  I 
take  to  be  the  true  caufes  of  the  malevolence  of  the  Re- 
gimental Surgeons  againft  me  ;  they  were  ift,  my  difil- 
iowingthcm  todrawftores,  at  plealure,from  the  G.Hof- 
pital ;  2dly  my  having  recommended  it  to  the  General  to 
require  fomeproofof  the  qualifications  of  thoi'e  men, v/ho 
^ere  tobeentrufted  with  the  lives  of  the  fick  and  v/ound- 
sd  foldiery,  for  which  many  of  them  were  confcious  of 
'  their 
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their  bting  found  unequal  to  the  tnilv.if  they  were  obliged 
to  fiibmit  to  the  inquiry  ;  and  3d!y,  it  Avas  a  received 
opinion  ot  thtirs,  that  the  refolve  of  Congrefs,  **  that 
the  HofpitiJl  tSurgeons  and  Mates  fliould  take  rank  of 
iheR.egimental  burgeons  and  Mates,"  was  owing  to  rr.e. 

Theiir  were  unpardonable  fios,  which  they  weie  deter- 
mined never  to  foigive  nor  forget.  Fi  cm  the  day  iheie  iaft 
i'eibkuions  of  Congrefs  were  known,  ihty  Itft  no  fcheme 
untrycd  to    injure   my  character,  and  mifieprtftnt  my 
coi'dufl      Of  this   I  have  had  the    ihongeft  afTurances 
from   fome   gentlemen,  who,  fince    my  difmiilion,  and 
not  before,  have  informed  m?  of  their  having  received 
apph'cation  fr6)m  thofe  men  to  join  them  in  their  cabals 
and  confpiracy   againft  nte  ;  who   were  ftruck  with    a- 
ftonifhment  at  the  piopof^il,and  horn  the  lefpcdl  which, 
they  were  pleafed  to  fty,   they   entertained  for   my  cha- 
radlcr  and  conduct,  endeavoured  to  diflwade  them  from 
their  wicked  purpofes,  and  to  convince  then  that  I  had 
fhewn,    in  a  very  linking  manner,   my   inclination  to 
ftfrve  them,  in  the  memorial  a^id  propofals   I  had  drawn 
up  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  Itttets  I    had   written  to 
Congrels  and  the  General,  in  their  favour;    but  being 
bou'^.d  to  a<Sl  agree.'ible  to 'my  orders,  it  was  not   in  my 
power  to  fwerve  from  them.    It  was  the  hope  of  having 
prevailed  with  them,  by    thcfe    remonftiances,   to  lay 
afide    their  intentions,  and  their  cealin-g  to   importune 
them  further    on    the   fubjcft,  thai   inclined     them   to 
mak''.'  no   mention  of  this  aiiVdr  to  me,  till   they  after- 
v/ards  learned  thry  had,  though  fecret.'y,  put   their  de- 
figns  into  execution,    with  a  fucccfs  that  amazed  them. 

The  acts  they  purfued  to  fruftrate  tlie  intentions  of 
Congrefs,  and  to  force  me  to  a  con^.pliance  with  their 
meafures  ;  v/ere  lirft,  a  neglecft  of  reporting  the  lick 
for  admillion  into  the  General-Hofpital  ;  tlie  next  was 
their  leaving  their  proper  poltswith  their  refpective  Regi- 
ments, and  carrying  the  fick  to  a  diftance  from  the  army, 
where  they  fufrered  much,  and  afcribed  all  the  ill  cffcds 
of  their  mifcondudt;  to   my  n©t  receding  from  the  re- 
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folutions  of  Congrefs  :  And  again,  their  infufingjea- 
louties  and  grouncilefs  fuipicions  into  fuch  oiKtcisas 
they  could  influence  by  their  rtprelcntations,  and  at- 
tempting, by  that  means,  to  miflead  the  General  Offi- 
cers and  Members  of  Congrefs,  to  my  prejudice. 
Whatever  mifchances  hn.ppened  to  the  fick  h  om  ihcir 
own  pei-verlenels,  or  ignorance,  were  laid  by  them  at 
my  door,  as  one  Co  wedded  to  his  own  plan,  as  not  to 
yield  to  the  united  voice  of  ail  the  Rcgimenial  iSur- 
gesns,  to  come  into  their  meafures.  And,  true  it«  is, 
xny  peiTeverance  in  what  1  conceived  to  be  my  duty, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  feivice,  was  unihaken  ;  nor 
.could  any  coniideiation  induce  m^  to  deviate  h\jm  the 
commands  of  my  fupenors  ;  aUhough,  had  the  Con- 
grefs ieen  fit  to  alter  tneir  lefolves,  in  fome  particu- 
lars, I  fliould  ijave  thoua.ht  it  would  have  been  lor  the 
better,  as  my  letiejs  fully  prove. 

I  am  now  led»  in  the  order  of  events,  to  lay  before 
the  publicjfbme  fpecimensof  the  wicked nefs  et  that  fetof 
men,  '"n  counterfeiting,  caballing,  and  endeavouring  to 
make  imprcflion!-  upon  General  Officers  and  others,  in 
their  favour,  and  to  my  prejudice. 

And  fiift,  as  to  their  a6to  counterfeiting,  and  paffing 
what  they  had  counterfeited  as  a  refolve  of  mongrels. 

Having  already  mentioned  the  chagrin  and  bitierncfs 
of  ioirit,  v/hich  many  of  them  difcovered,  on  knowing 
the  refolves  of  Congrefs,  July  17  •,  wh  ch  cut  cff  all 
their  immediate  hopes  to  effect  their  favorite  fchcme:  of 
having  Picgimental  Hofpitals  allowed  them,  on  luch  a 
footing,  as  fo  enabl^  them  to  accumulate  ftores  at 
pleafuie,  and  to  give  them  fome  difpofal  of  public  mo- 
nies ;  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  what  complcatcd  iheir 
chagrin  was,  the  determination  of  Ctjngrtis,  which 
had  before  raifed  the  pay  of  themftlves  .in<l  Males,  to 
incfeafe  that  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons  and  Mates,  which 
was  always  more  than  theirs,  In  fuch  proportion  as  they 
thought  proper  ;  but  what  above  all  things  kindled 
their  malice  and  refentment  was,  that  the  Congrefs,,  in 

the 


(    S7     ) 

the  fame  vote,  had  alfo  refolved.  that  the  Hofpital  Sur- 
gtons  and  Mates  ihould  take  rank  of  Regimental  Sur- 
geons and  Mates,  as  beforementioned,  iee  page  29. 
-  Let  it  be  lemembLred,  th(»n,  to  the  perpetual  infamy 
oiF  the  mean  icandaloiis  let  who  were  guihy  of  it,  that 
upon  my  furnifhing  them  with  a  ccpy  of  thofe  re- 
folves,  for  the  information  of  all  the  Surgeons  in  the 
army,  they  made  an  aheration  in  the  copy  of  the  eighth 
refolve,  by  leaving  out  the  particle  r>f^  and  fubftituting 
the  word  vjith  in  its  place,  which  made  an  entire 
change  of  the  ineaning  of  that  refolve,  into  another 
of  an  oppofite  figsiification.  thus  foifting  in  a  brat  of 
their  own  begetting,  to  uiurp  the  authojityof  a  vote 
of  Congrcfs,  they  difcovered  what  their  fccret  machi- 
nations tended  to  continually,  as  if  this  iilly  device 
could  ferve  the  purp  ^fe  of  their  wifhes,  to  lower  the 
eflimation  of  the  General-Hofpital,  and  raife  them- 
felves  into  imaginary  confequtnce. 

After  palling  this  counterfeit  1  efolve,  and  circulat- 
ing it  briikly,  two  of  their  champions,  the  famous 
Doftor  Story,  and  an  aflbciate  of  his,  with  a  view  to 
infult  the  gentlemen  of  the  fiofpltal,  went  about,  ex- 
ulting in  imaginary  triumph,  to  vent  their  reproachful 
language  agamlf  them,  and  thereby  had  nearly  accom- 
plilhed  what  they  were  intent  upon  ;  which  was,  to 
make  their  fituation  fo  dil'agreeable,  -notv/ithfianding 
they  never  interfered  with  them,  as  to  induce  them  ra- 
ther to  quit  a  flation  that  was^rendered  fo  irkfome  by 
them,  rather  than  be  fubjedl  to  fuch  infolence  of  con- 
duct. One  of  thofe  gentlemen  was  Debtor  Warren, 
(brother  to  the  deccalcd  Genetal  Warren,)  a  gentle- 
man, who  was  fo  happy,  as  to  gain  the  efteem  of  all 
who  knew  him,  by  his  undeiftanding.  his  humanify, 
his  affable  and  police  behaviour,  and  his  gicat  afliduity 
and  attention  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  his  Oanon  : 
He  was  at  hat  time  acli/igin  the  place  of  a  Dire'5lor  of 
the  Miiitary,  Hofpiials  ar  Long-lfland,  (where,  amonj? 
others,  Coloii;.!  LiaW's  P.tgiaiciit  vvuspolKJ,)  with  tlic 
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title  and  pay  only  of  Surgeon  in  the  General  Hofpita?, 
in  which  hs  hail  given  great  lUtisfa£lion  to  General 
Green,  and  every  officer  of  rauk  at  Long-lfland,  who 
always  fpoke  of  him,  to  me,  in  high  terms  of  appro- 
bation. On  which,  it  may  not  be  amifs,  tranliently,  to 
conflder  this,  as  a  full  proof  how  iaiutary  thoi'e  ordcis 
were,  which  I  had  given,  for  providing  for  the  relief 
and  comfortable  accommodations  of  the  ficlc  at  Long- 
lfland,  as  well  as  the  efiicacy  with  which  they  were  car- 
ried into  execiation,  by  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of 
the  officer  who  managed  the  Hofpital  department  there, 
by  my  inflruflions. 

Difappointed  in  their  malicious  defigns,  in  the  firft, 
thty  dtfifted  not  from  other,  attempts,  to  perplex  the 
officers  of  the  General  Hofpital  ;  and  till  their  aims 
were  accomplifhed,  a  party  of  them  determined  to 
leave  nothing  undone,  which  they  could  have  hopes 
of  efi^e^ling,  to  produce  a  prevailing  unealinefs  anddif- 
content  in  the  General  Hofpital. 

In  confequence  of  my  letter  to  General  Walhing- 
ton,  ot  July  25th,  in  favour  of  the  Regimental  Sur- 
geons, the  Adjutant-General  called  upon  me,  by  his 
£xcellcncy*s  command,  to  confider  how  far  theirs  and 
my  requefl  could  be  granted,  confiftently  with  the  in- 
tention of  Congrefs,  widiout  fetting  afide  their  re- 
folves.  On  which,  fuch  General  Orders  were  iflued 
cut  July  28,  as  I  thought  would  afford  them  fome  fa- 
tisfadtion,  if  the  good  of  the  fervice  was  what  they 
had  in  view,  and  ROt  their  own  private  advantage  and 
emolument.  But  I  was  grea'ly  miflaken  in  this  fup- 
pofition  :  They  v/ere  allowed  Regimental  HofpitaJs 
under  certain  reftricSlions  •,  amongft  which  one  was,  a 
power  given  me  to  fend  Hofpital  Surgeons  to  vifit  their 
Hofpita!s,to  prevent  crov/ding  them,  and  keeping  more 
lick  on  hand,  than  they  could  take  good  care  of,  who 
were  to  be  judges  what  patients  were  proper  obje(fts  for, 
and  diredled  to  receive  them  into  the  General  Hofpital. 

They   clamoured  exceedingly,    drew  up    an  appli- 
cation 
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cation  to  the  General  on  that  head,  which  was  laid  be- 
fore a  Council  of  General  Officers  ;  and  fome  farther 
points  given  up  to  them,  by  a  General  order  of  Augufl: 
the  third.  The  infolence  of  a  party  of  the  Regiment- 
al Surgeons  rofe,  in  proportion,  as  they  were  giatiried 
in  any  cone  ffions  m  ide  to  them,  by  the  officeis  of  the 
Hofpiial,  for  the  f.ike  of  peace  ;  who  never  vifited 
their  fick.  on  that  account,  but  fubmitted  to  receive 
them,  as  they  faw  fit  to  report,  and  fend  them  to  the 
General  Hofpital,  rather  than  give  room  tor  fuppcjiing 
they  had  any  contention  with  thcR-  gimental  Surgeons  : 
In  truth  they  had  not  ;  unlefs  the  fire  which  was  kept 
up,  on  one  fide  only,  by  a  fiidtious  part  of  the  Regi- 
mental Surgeons,  could  be  caled  a  contention^  and  lo 
tlie  keeping  up  of  which,  the  Hofpital  Surgeons  only 
contributed  by  their  patience,  and  fufftring  for  a  while, 
for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  thofe  men  to  fport  them- 
felves,  without  interruption,  in  their  ucreafonable  pur- 
fuits,  or  by  oppoiing  them  only,  with  gentle  remon- 
liranccs.  If  this  is  contention,  itis  of  that  fort  of  which 
Juvenal,  in  his  I'atyr,  gives  a  lively  defc;  iption,  *'  ubi 
tu  calcaSf  ego  vapulo  tantumr  or  in  which  one  iidj  re- 
ceives, and  the  other  gives  all  the  blows. 

At  length,  the  fenfe  of  what  was  due  to  them  felves 
wrought  ^^o  far  upon  the  two  eldell:  of  ihe  Hofpital 
Surgeons,  Dr.  Fofter  and  Dr.  Warren,  who  princi- 
pally experienced  the  infolence  of  thofe  men  ;  that,  be- 
ing unwilling  to  endure  it  further,  and  equally  un- 
willing to  be  concerned  in  any  difputes  with  ihem, 
they  chofe  rather  to  quit  their  prefent  ftarions  :  Ihc 
former  let  me  know  his  intention  to  leave  the  fervice  ; 
and  the  latter,  in  a  genteel,  manly  and  fenflblc  letter, 
made  known  to  me  his  fituation,  and  the  refohulons 
into  which  this  condufl  of  theirs,  had  forced  him  : 
He  reprefented  to  me,  what  he  had  expeiienced  from 
the  rude  and  ungovernable  temper  of  this  fet  oz 
men  ;  that,  not  content  with  the  determination  o^ 
C  ongrefs  and  th';  General  orders  rcfbtcling  them,  they 
M  "  were 
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were  ever  redlefs,  and  "ever  making  new    and  unautho- 
rized demands,  inconfiilent   with    the    peace  and  good 
government  ot  the    General   Hofpital  ;    that  they  were 
leeking  continual  occafions  for  difpute   and  difFcrences  ; 
and  as  they  found  the   gentlemen  of  the   Hofpital   did 
riot  chufe,  on  every  occafion.   which    they  knew    how 
to  call  forth  for  matter  of  difputation, to  tiouble  either  me 
orthemfelvcs  with  frequent  references  of  their  difputes, 
they  would  gradually  gain  one  point  after  another,  till 
all  their  enas  were,  at  lal't  anfwered,  in  the  fubvei'fion  and 
ruin  of    the    General    Hofpital-     In   this  lituation,    as 
there  were  daily  expectations  of    the  enemys    landing 
at    Long-Ifla-nd    he    flatrered   himfelf,    he     could    be 
more     ufeful  in     the    military,    than    in     the     hofpi- 
tal department,     thus    circumftanced  ;     and  rcquefted 
my  permiflion,  that  he    might   refign  his   place  in  the 
General  Hofpital,  and  be  allowed  to  adl'as  a   volun- 
teer, upon    the  approaching  adtion. 

To  have  been    deprived   of  the   afliftance    of  thofe 
gentlemen,  at  fo   critical   a  time,  whofe  places  I  could 
not   have   fupplied,  with  others  of  equal  experience  in 
the  conducting  of  Military  Hofpitals,  on    the  plan  of    J 
the  Congreis,  would  have  thrown  the  department  into    ! 
that  confudon,  which  a  defigning  party   were  bufy  to 
excite,  in  hopes,  by  fifhing  in  troubled  waters,  to  de-    ^ 
rive   thofe  advantages  to    themfelves,    in   the    accom-     I 
plifhment  whereof,  their  wifhes  Teemed  to  center.      By 
explaining  to  the  gentlemen    of  the  Hofpital,  the   mif- 
take  into  which  this  perverfe  condu(Sl  of  the  party  had 
led   them,    and  by  fupporting    their  authority,    in    a 
proper  manner,    on  every  occafion,    they    were  con- 
tented to  continue  in  their  ftations. 

The  next  meafures  thofe  men  chofe  to  take,  as  I 
have  iince  learned,  from  information  that  I  can  depend 
upon,  was  to  intercft  fuch  officers,  over  whom  they 
had,  or  could  acquire  any  influence,  to  make  rcpre- 
fcntations  in   their   behalf,  to    Members  of  Congrefs, 
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and  to  the  General.  I  have  caufe  to  believe  this  was 
often  done  to  the  former,  without  ir.y  having  the  \c^i\ 
intelligence  of  their  proceedings  :  Of-"  courfc,  I  had  it 
not  in  my  power  to  explain  matters,  that  ought  to  be 
known,  or  to  obviate  objcOions,  however,  ill  founded. 
I  muft,  in  jufticc  to  the  General,  acknowledge,  1  have 
no  lliipicion  that  his  Excellency  ever  fuiiertd  me  to  re- 
main long  ignorant  of  any  reprcfentations,  that  were 
made  to  impeach  my  condu<fl:,  by  which  1  v;as,  in  all 
the  inllances  I  knew,  enabled  to  anfwer  in  my  juftifi- 
cation  to  him,  and  I  hope  fatisfacforily.  But  i  cannot 
fay  ib  of  the  Congiefs  ;  for,  fo  fa-  from  giving  me  any 
information  of  any  fuch  tranfa(PtiDn,  the  Membeis  of 
whom  I  have  made  enquiry,  carefully  evaded  it  :  Of 
which  I  fhall  have  occalioix  to  make  qiore  particwlar 
mention,  in  its  proper  place. 

The  reprcfentations,  in  favour  of  Regimental  Sur- 
geons, which  were  calculated  to  injure  me  ;  befides 
dwelling  on  the  diiTatisfa61ion  which  the  Pvegimental 
Surgeons  had  infuled  into  many  of  their  men,  on 
groundlefs  pretences,  and  which  made  fome,  who  knew 
nothing  ot  the  General  Hofpital  themfelvts,  exprefs 
their  diflike  againfl:  being  fent  to  it  ;  commonly  i'ct 
forth,  that  it  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  fervice, 
when  a  new  army  was  to  be- railed  ; — that  the  fick  could 
not  be  comfortably  accommodated  in  Regimental  Hof- 
pitals.  The  fa6t  is,  many  of  the  officers  had  been 
chofen,  as  it  were,  by  the  men,  who  had  not  a  regard  to, 
or  any  conlideration  of  merit,  in  that  choice,  or  any* 
love  of  difcipline,  but  were  attached  to  the  perfons  of 
the  officers  they  chofe,  in  proportion  to  the  knowledge 
they  had  of  their  being  men  of  the  fame  m.ean,  fordid, 
grovelling  difpofition,  with  many  of  themfclves  ;  void  of 
the  fentiments  of  brave  foldiers,  love  of  honour  find 
of  liberty  on  principle,  but  ready  to  aflbciatc  with  thera 
on  a  footing  of  equality  ;  who  would  drink  drams  with, 
them,  allow  them  to  plunder,  or  exempt  them  from 
fliuiy,  when  ihey  did  not  feel  themfcives^  *'  boldtofght^''' 
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and  who  had  no  objciStion  to  fill  the  army  with  malig* 
nerers,  public  extortioners  and  cowards. 

Here  a  ilioclcing  groupof  difagreeable  fa£ls  prefent 
to  my  remembrance,  in  reflecling  upon  the  expedients 
that  iiave  been  made  ufc  of  to  raife  troops,  and  the 
fliamefiil  confequences.  it  is  a  fa^,  I  believe  too  ge- 
n'.r:ilW  known  to  be  dlfputed,  that  in  order  to  engage 
men  to  enter  move  readily  into  the  fcrvice,  officers  coni- 
luilTions  were  allowed  to  men,  whofe  ranks  were  to  be 
determined  by  the  number  of  levies  they  could  raife. 
Prudence,  courage,  condticl,  education,  experience,  ta- 
lents, or  firncls  to  command,  were  not  fhe  requilites  for 
cflircrs.  No  wonder,  then  that  fuch  kind  ot  men  were 
cholen  officers,  as  many  of  them  were  ;  men  of  the 
nieanelt  figure  anJ  capacity,  fuch  as  they  termed  civil 
fi^llows,  but  in  ftriclneis  of  meaning,  Major  Sturgeons, 
or  err.-nr  Jerry  Sneaks,  with  nofes  of  wax,  fo.  very  pli- 
ant as  to  be  governeil  by  the  privates,  and  many  of 
tbofe,  if  we  may  judge  cr  caufes  by  efficls,  had  little  in 
view  by  entcilr.}>;  the  lervice  but  to  make  money,  by  faf- 
tening  ih£mlr!vc;s,as  leeches. on  every  thing,  from  which 
they  could  draw  pi  If.  And  therefore  it  was  no  unu- 
fual  thing,  as  1  have  been  often  told,  when  a  company 
■was  forming,  fur  the  men  to  chufe  thofe,  from  amongft 
thcmfelves, for  officers,  who  confented  to  throw  their  pay 
inio  joint  ftock  with  the  privates,  from  which,  coni- 
miriiftned  and  i.on-commiffioned  officers  ;  Captains, 
Lieutenants.  Enfigns,  Serjeants  and  Corporals,  with 
drummers  and  piivates,  drew  equal  fliares.  Some  of 
tbofe,  who  conltnted  to  be  privates  for  one  fix  weeks, 
three  months,  or  fix  months,  as  u  happened,  expec^t- 
ing  to  have  their  turn  to  command,  on  a  new  enlift- 
2iient,  and  perhaps  to  command  thofe  very  men  who 
were  nov/  their  ofiicers. 

What  was  to  be  expe^Tced  from  fuch  men  and  officers, 
under  no  difcipline,  but  to  run  aw^ay,  by  whole  compa- 
nies, at  the  appearance  of  a  handful  of  the  enemy. 
Will  any  man  deny  this  to  be  a  fa^  ?    I  will  appeal  to 
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one  inftance,  out  of  many.  At  the  approach  of  an  ad- 
vanced party  of  the  Britilh  troops,  afcer  the  landing  at 
York  Ifland,  about  three  hundred  of  the  men,  who 
.were  advantageoufly  ftationtd  for  oppofing  them,  re- 
treated,without  giving  fire,\vith  great  precipitation  ;  or, 
in  common  language,  ran -away  :  They  were  met  by 
Glover's  Regiment,  which  flopped  their  flight  :  As  was 
no  unulual  thing,  on  being  charged  with  cowardice,  the 
common  men  caft  the  reproach  from  themfclves  on  their 
officers/  declaring  it  to  be  their  faults,  who,  Jnflead  of 
putting  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  men,  and  leading 
them  on  to  the  attack,  or  there  fuftaining  the  charge 
like  foldiers,  were  the  firft  to  fcamper  off,  leaving  their 
company,  to  fly  to  fuch  places  of  fafety  as  they  could. 
The  officers  of  Colonel  Glover's  regiment,  one  of  the 
befl  corps's  in  the  fervice,  and  who  were  indeed  gentle- 
men, immediately  obliged  the  fugitive  officers  and  fol- 
diers, equally,  to  turn  into  the  ranks  with  the  foldiers 
of  Glover's  regiment,  and  obliged  the  trembling  wretch- 
es, to  march  back  to  the  ground  they  had  quitted.  I 
have  been  an  eye-witnefs,  myfelf,  to  whole  battalions 
rnnniag  off  from  Powle^s-Hook,  and  the  heights  of 
Bergen,  upon  the  firing  of  a  broad- fide  from  a  man  of 
war,  in  her  failing  down  the  North  River  to  join  the 
fleet  below,  when  obliged  to  remove  from  her  ftation, 
to  avoid  a  fire-fliip,  although  not  a  man  was  hurt  by 
that  fire.  Thefe  doughty  champions  never  flopped  till 
they  came  to  Second  River,  but  forced  away  the  very 
waggons  that  were  imprefTed  to  tranfport  the  fick,  and 
thoic  wounded  at  Long-lfland,  to  Newark  ;  to  carry  ofl* 
themfclves  and  baggage,  for  many  of  them  chofe  to 
ride,  to  lave  their  legs,  in  cafe  of  being  more  nearly 
purfued.  A  cannon  being  planted  in  the  caufcway, 
that  commanded  the  ferry  at  Second  Riv^-r,  was  point- 
ed towards  them,  by  an  officer  of  artillery,  who  com- 
manded there  ;  and  who  threatened  to  mow  them  down, 
if  they  did  not  return  to  their  pofts.  What  was  their 
next  fhift  ?  They  betook   themfelves  to  a   ferry  a  mile 
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above  :  The  boats  h.ippened  to  be  on  the  other  fide, 
but  within  reach  of  thtir  fliot  ;  on  which,  being  fear- 
ful of  any  delay,  they  called  out  to  the  ffi»ymen  to 
haften  over  with  the-ir  boats,  or  they  woule^  dil'charge 
a  volley  upon  them  ;  and  thus,  they  made  good  their 
retreat    ! 

When  fuch  were  the  ©fficers,  is  it  to  be  wondc-red 
at,  or  rather  is  it  to  be  believed  ?  But  how  incredible 
foever  it  may  appear  to  thofe  at  a  diftance  h  is  an  in- 
difputable  truth,  that  a  Captain  was  tried  and  broke, by 
a  Court- Martial,  for  ftealing  his  foldiers  blankets,  the 
minutes  of  which  Court-Martial  are  not  only  publifli- 
cd  amonoft  ourfelves,  but  reprinted  in  the  New-York 
or  Newport  paisers  ;  and  one  officer,  in  the  face  of  the 
General's  family,  and  many  officers  of  diflin^tion,  was 
found  fhaving  his  men,  acting  in  fo  menial  a  capacity, 
long  after  the  retreats  from  Long-Ifland  and  New- 
York,  whether  for  the  pence  he  could  collect,  or  that 
he  might  ftand  a  chance  of  interefl  and  preferment, 
and  *'  that  he  might  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  fervice  luhen 
a  jieiv  army  ivas  to  be  raifed'^  let  cafuifls  determine. 
Whether  giving  ear  to  the  unreafona»ble  clamours  of 
fuch  men  as  thefe,  and  the  gratifying  them,  by  indul- 
gences iii  their  fenfelefs  demands,  difmiffing  an  officer 
of  diftinguifhed  rank  and  truff,  for  non-compliance 
with  them,  againft  the  exprcfs  commands  of  Congrefs, 
was  the  mod  likely  means  of  prometing  the  fervice,  or 
procuring  refpc(St  and  veneration  for  the  Congrefs  it- 
ielf,  time  will  manifeft,  crcdnt  JudcFUSy  non  ego. 

Wh.'.t  inftances  of  thieving,  plundering  and  oppref-  , 
fion,  both  in  officers  and  men,  have  come  to  my  know- 
ledge,  that  would  difgracc  the  lawlefs  Arab,  the  barba-  ' 
rous  Scythian,  the  rude  Goth,  or  wild  and  favagc  Tar- 
tar ;  who  Ipare  their  own,  when  they  war  on  their  ene- 
mies ! 

*'  Birds  prey  on  birds,  fifli  on  each  other  prey, 
//  But  maa  alone^  does  kindred  man  betray." 
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I  was  prefent  when  a  hidy  from  Weft-Chefter,  lodg- 
ed a  complaint  with  a  General  Officer,  againll  a 
Captain  of  the  regiment  of  artificers,  who  had  got  into 
her  houle,  and  under  pretence  of  prot?:6ling  her,  as  a 
friend,  from  the  incurlions  of  the  enemy,  robbed 
her  of  a  trunk,  containing  many  ccftly  articles  ;  filks 
and  other  wearing  apparel,  to  the  amount  of  fourteen 
hundred  pounds ;  and  diipoied  of  her  cloaths  at  a  pub- 
lic Tale,  which  being  proved  upon  him,  he  was  jultiy 
cafliiersd. 

From  my  own  knowledge,  and  indeed  my  particular 
lofs,  having  been  a  great  fufFerer,  I  can  declare  that 
what  the  enemy  have  ipared  to  our  own  people,  lefs 
compaiTionate  men,  from  amongfi:  ourfelves,  have  car- 
lied  off  and  deftroyed  ;  and  Heffian  cruelty  to  an  ene- 
my, has  been  exceeded  by  the  more  favage  cruelty  o£ 
the  very  men,  paid  by  us,  to  defend  our  property.  An 
injured  man  has  a  light  to  complain  ;  and  truth  will 
force  conviction  on  the  minds  of  fellow-men,  however 
harfli  and  ungrateful  it  may  be,  to  fome,  to  hear  the 
truth 

But  that  I  may  not  pais  b^^yond  the  limits  of  my  own 
department,  and  what  has  a  connexion  with  it,  I  v/ill 
confine  myfelt  in  the  inftances  I  fhall  now  exhibit  of 
diforderly  conduct,  to  thofe  fafls,  of  which  I  came  to 
the  knowledge,  in  the  difcharge  of  my  duty,  and  the 
oppofition  I  met  with  in  the  difcharge  thereof.  I  pafs 
over  other  examples  of  opprefSng  helplefs  women,  and 
familits  of  the  beft  fortune  and  diflincStiGn,  on  whom 
fick  and  v/ell,  indifcriminately,  have  been  forced,  oi" 
men  that  ought  to  have  been  reported  to  the  General 
Hofpital,  for  my  diredliions  ;  hi  which  no  regard  has 
been  had,  whether  the  perfons  were  well  difpofed,  or 
otherwife  affected,  to  the  caufe  of  American  Freedom  ; 
but  "  tros  riitilufve  ftiit^  nullum  difcrhneii  hdbctnt'y^ 
The  obje<5t  was  to  get  pofTellion  of  their  houfes  and  pro- 
perty, under  the  pretext  of  accommodating  the  fol- 
dierv,   and   particularly    for  Rpg'me-ntal   Hofpitals,     I 
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ihall  Cch^  one  cafe,  in  which  were  complicated,  dif- 
regard  to  Congrefs,  dilrefpe^l  and  breach  of  the  Ge- 
neral's  ordeis,  oppofitlon  to  the  General  Hofpital, 
which  fuftained  great  injury  from  fuch  proceedings,  and 
great  inhumanity  to  the  fair  and  weak  part  of  the 
creation.  The  circumftances  of  which  are  well  known 
to  fome,  who  are  officers  of  rank  in  the  army, 
and  of  irreproachable  honour,  to  whom,  if  necelTary, 
I  can  appeal,  in  fupport  of  what  I  advance. 

About  the  month  of  Auguft,  1776,  having  made 
frequent  reprefcntations  at  Head-Quarters,  that  I  could 
not  obtain  regular  reports  from  the  Regimental  Sur- 
geons, of  theftate  of  their  fick  ;  but  that  they  were 
leizing  on  thofe  very  houfes  for  regimental  fick,  that 
were  affigned  to  me,  by  the  State  of  New-York,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  General  Hofpital  ;  an  order  was  iifued, 
requiring  the  Regimental  Surgeons  to  deliver  in  the  re- 
ports I  had  demanded,  &c.  and  to  inforce  it,  all  Colo- 
nels, and  Commanders  of  Regiments  were  called  upon, 
to  make  it  known  to  their  Surgeons,  that  they  might 
not  plead  ignorance,  and  were  d  reeled  to  fee  that  the 
order  was  duly  obferved. 

Juft  at  that  time,  a  Brigade  newly  arrived  from  the 
Maflachufetts-Bay  Government,  under  command  of 
General  Fellows,  was  ordered  to  be  Rationed  along  the 
river, from  Greenwich  to  Chelfea  and  upwards,  to  throw 
up  lines,  and  defend  the  fame  againfk  any  attempts  of 
the  enemy  to  land  there.  Moft  of  the  houfes  fit  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  officers  of  that  Brigade,  and 
for  quartering  of  the  men,  being  pr<?vioufly  (eizcd  up- 
on by  the  Regimental  Surgeons, for  themfelves  and  their 
fick  •,  Colonel  Moylan,  then  Quarter-mafter  General, 
defired  we  might  ride  out  together,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  fick,  and  of  the  houfes  in  that  quarter.  He  order- 
ed a  large  dwelling  houfe,  on  the  eltate  of  the  deccafed 
Admiral  Warren,  then  in  pofTcffion  of  certain  Regi- 
mental fick,  to  be  evacuated,  and  cleanfed  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the   officers  of  the   Brigade,  ported  in 
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the  neighbourhood,  to  whom  therefore  it  was  very  coti" 
venient,  as  it  adjoined  the  works  thrown  up  for  defence 
of  the  landing,  but  a  very  improper  place  to  comaiii 
fick  perlons,  as  it  was  clofc;  to  the  b.ink  of  the  riv. r, 
and  pai  ticularly  expoled  to  th-e  firing  of  the  fhips,  that: 
might  p.^fs  up  or  down  the  fame. 

The  very  mention  of  difpjilefling  the  Regimental 
Surgeons  of  their  Hofpiral,  g;ave  gicat  diffiitisfadtion, 
though  I  undertook  to  receive  theii-  fick  into  the  Gene- 
ral Hofpital.  That  propolal  met  with  oppoiition.  i  hat 
the  Surgeon  might  have  a  place  for  tiie  accommodation 
of  his  patients,  I  informed  him  of  a  laige  commodious 
barn  of  Mc^  Campbell's  at  Greenv/ich,  with  two  Ipare 
rooms  oa  the  back  pfirt,  and  h">wer  il  or  of  the  hcufe, 
at  a  fmall  difiance,  adjoining  the  kitchen,  being  rooms 
the  beft  (heltered  from  c!ie  ihot  of  p.iffing  men  of  war^ 
and  moft  retired  fiom  the  river.  Such  fpacious,  airejf 
barns  as  the  above,  well  floored,  and  fccure  from  rain, 
yet  cool,  and  pei  vious  to  the  wind,  anlwer  to  the  pla- 
ces, recommended  by  Sir  John  Pringle  phyfician  to  the 
Britifh  army,  in  a  former  war,  as  proper  for  hofpitals. 
Such,  aiTuredly,  are  better  calculated  for  the  recoveiy 
of  dyfenteiic  and  putrid  difeafts,  that  prevailed  at  this 
time,  to  any  of  the  dwelling  houfes,  with  plaifttred 
walls,  arrd  i'mall  or  confined  chambers,  which,  though 
conTsnient  for  a  private  family,  are  not  proper  for 
the  crowding  of  fick  into  them.  But  fine  houf'^s  were 
commonly  preferred  by  the  Pvegimental  Syrgecms  ;  and 
-this  gentleman  let  me  know  that  he  {houM  expt  cb  \o 
be  broke,  if  he  confemed  to  accept  of  a  barn,  howcvei: 
commodious,  for  the  recepilon  of  his  fick. 

The  houfc  itfelf,  he  com  Id  not  have,  it  being  pre- 
cccupned  by  another  Surgeon-,  for  the  ufe  of  a  Regi- 
mental Hofpital.  On  loo-king  into  the  rooms, they  were 
found  to  be  filled  v;ith  the  fick,  and  the  Surp^eon  who 
had  the  cai'^,  panting  for  breath,  in  tlie  midfi:  of  thfm. 
It  was  amidft  ibe  fuUry  I:eats  of  fummer  :  In  vain  I  r^-- 
prefcnted  to  him  the  danger  of  engcndring  a  putrid 
N  maliriTant 
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£evcr,  from  crowding  fo  many  fick,  in  confined  roorrs,' 
in  ihat  hot  feaibn      He  had  near  a  hundred  fick  in  the 
houle  :  I  forbad  him  then,  as  I  had  uniformly   prohi- 
bited  cvtvy  RcgimeHtal  Surgeon    I    conveifed   with  on 
the  fubit^l,   from  taking  charge  of  more  than  thirty  or 
forty   {i(  k,  on    the   outfide,  at  any   one  time,  being  a 
larger  niimber  than  they  could  well  attend  ;    as  I  dtfir- 
ed  to  know  how  they  intended  to  manage,  i^    called  to 
the  fielol  of  battle,  or  on  any   fudden   removal  of  their 
regiments,  an   event   daily  expe6tid,  and  they   crriim- 
bered  with  fo  many  fick.      A.s   the    o»her    Sujgeon  had 
refufed  to   occupy  the  barn,  and  fhady    rooms   on  the 
ground  floor,  back  of  the  houfe,  I  recommended   it  to 
him,  to  fend  at  leafl,  one  half  of  his  iick   to  the  Gene- 
ral Hofpital,   and   remove   the  greatei  part  of  the  men 
into  the  barn  :   He  difregarded  my  advice,   a  putrid  fe- 
ver prevailed,  he  caught  the  infection,  and  paid  the  for- 
feiture of  his  raflinefs,  with  his  life. 

I  then  went  to  General  Heath,  who  commanded  that 
divilion  of  the    army,    and   reprefented    the  matter  to 
him  ;  and  as  it  v/as  but  a  fmall  diflance   from  his  quar- 
ters, requefled  him  to  give  himfelf  the  trouble,   of  lee- ; 
ing  with  his  own  eyes,  and  judging  himfelf  of  the  truth 
of  the  facSls  I  related.      Che   General,  in  polite  terms, 
declined   my  mod   importunate   felicitation,  upon   this 
unanfwerable    objection,  that   it   might   look,   as  if  he 
made;  himfelf  a  party  againff  the  Regimental  Surgeons. 
As  the  Surgeon  had  never  made  his  report,  and  the 
order    had  been   iflued  a    week,  I  had  waited  on   the 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regiment,  in  perlbn,  before  I 
iaw  the  Surgeon,  and  complained  ©f  his  negledl,  in  not 
reporting  his  fick,  and  in  not  fending  fuch  as  exceeded 
the  number  ke  could  lakccare  of,  to  the  General  Hof- 
pital.    I   reminded  him    that,  by    the    General  Older, 
he  was  required  to  fee  that  the  Surgeon   complyed  with 
Aid  order.      The  anfwer  he  gave  me,  was  in  thefe  very 
words  :  '*  That  the  Regimental  Suigeons  could  read  the 
orderj  for  thcmfclvcB  J    and  it  not,  he  ihould  give  him- 
felf 
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felf  no  trouble  ?iboiU  it  -,  aiding,  that,. If  it  was  in  hh 
po\yer  to  prevent  it,  none  of  his  men  {hould  ever  be 
carried  to  a  General  Holpital." 

Perhaps  it  nviy  be  imagined  from  fuck  a  ref  ly,  he 
had  reafon  to  alleit,  that  the  General  Hofpital  was  not. 
kept  in  a  clean  and  proper  ftate,  and  that  the  Regi- 
mental Hofpitals  were  :  ihe  reveiTe  of  which  was  true: 
The  former  were  always  kept  clean  and  airey,  and,  in 
the  wo'ds  o^  General  Green's  letter,  which  I  fliallhave 
occaiion  to  pubJifli  at  large,  **  well  provided  with  eve- 
ry thing t  and  the  fick  very  comfortable  ;"  whereas  moft 
of  the  Regimental  Hofpitals,  1  had  ever  feen,  on  ac- 
count of  the  filth  and  naftinefs  of  them,  deferved  the 
appellation  they  have  acquired  in  the  Eaftern  Govern- 
ments, of  pcft-houfes  i  for  fuch  they  commonly  turn- 
ed out  to  be.  I  aiked  him  his  reafons  :  He  made  nore» 
ply  to  my  queftion  j  but  required  of  me  to  give  him  an 
order,  wiiich  it  feems  he  thought  proper  to  demand  of 
me,  ia  favour  of  his  Surgeon,  for  a  number  of  bed 
frames. 

This  lea.-l^  me  to  fliew  in  whac  manner  the  Regiment- 
.  S\r  geoQS  arid  inch  oiiicers,  were  ever  at  woik,  by 
t  nlins.   and    method   of    proceeding,   to   exhaull, 

:  h     or  prevent  the  fuppiies  of  the  General  Kof- 

I  their  power       I    had  engaged  the   Quarter- 

1  of.neral,  to  give  orders  in  his   department,  for 

I  t^  a  large    number  of  bed  frames,    for  the  fick  of 

t  General  Mofpital.  So  fafb  as  forty  or  Bfiy  were 
r  -de  the  Regime ntal  Surgeons,  with,  or  without  or- 
Gers  from  their  officers,  applyed  for,  and  -carried  them 
away.  Colonel  Moylan,  told  the  Officer  in  my, 
hearing,  *'  that  they  had  carried  off  above  two  thou- 
fand,  that  were  intended  for  the  General  Hofpital  ; 
which  of  cou.'fe,  conld  not  be  provided  wiih  them  as 
faft  as  v/as  wanted."  Upon  every  movement  tjf  a  regi- 
ment, that  required  a  fhifiing  of  the  lioufes  for  Ref^i- 
mcntal  Hofpitals,  many  of  ihe  bed  fram  s  were  left  be- 
h'nl.  or  burned,  or  carried  off  j    and    the   Surg':orij^ 

p-obablvj 
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probably,  made  frcfh  applications  for  others,  whilfl 
thi  Gtnfial  Hoipiial  could  not  be  provided  with  fpaie 
bedihaiis,  for  additional  lick,  or  wounded  that  might 
bw   lent  in. 

On  thiit  occnfion,  J  remonilrated  in  favour  of  the 
.Gtncial  Hofpital,  and  had  a  flop  put  to  the  further 
iupplies  of  bird  framts  to  the  Repimental  Surgeons,  till 
tha^  was  better  furnilhed.  Upon  this,  and  in  like  in- 
ilancLS,  I  have  been  vifited  by  iome  of  the  militia  Co- 
Jontls  and  Brigadiers  who,  by  thtir  repi  efentations, 
-temed  to  think  it  a  hard  c^f^.y  that  I  would  not  concur 
>vit]i  thcii  S\)rgecns  and  them,  to  fubvci t  the  Gtneial 
Holpital,  which  I  was  appointed  to  eftabliih  and  go- 
vern >  ;  to  enable  tliem.  contrary  to  the  dfligns  of  Con- 
<>ifis,  the  Gcneiais  (^tdeis,  ar)d  the  very  nature  of 
ihin<>>,  lo  transfer  all  the  propcity  and  power  of  the 
Gciicial  H'.'ipital,  to"  Regimental  \Surgeons.  Colonel 
]\Joyl<i)'.  then  and  often,  told  me,  that  by  the  repeated* 
c>  nc  flions  1  was  making  to  thole  men,  he  fliould  not 
wondjci-  if  they  fuccetdcd,  in  what  he  iaw  they  were 
aiming  at,  ro  fubvcrt  the  Gcneual  Hofpital,  and  plant 
ihcmlelve?  en  the  ruins,  to  the  cOBiuiion  of  all  order 
and  difjipline. 

But  ti)  VI  turn  from  this  relation,  which  being  con- 
pccSled  with-  and  part  of  the  fubje(ft  I  am  upon,  is 
nor  an  impiCpM'  dignflion,  I  now  rcfume  the  narra- 
tive of  that  paiticular  inliance  ofbruial  conduct,  which 
I  have  had  in  view.  lo  illuftrate  my  declaration  of  en- 
croachiig  on  my  department,  by  an  outrage  upon  all 
mi  itaty  or'ler  and  dilcipline,  and  on  humanity  itielf. 

M'-.  Campbell,  who  had  purchafed  a  leafe  of  "the 
houfc  aforemcnti  'Ued,  at  Gicenwich,  fjom  Mr.  De- 
lancty,  was  a  firanger,  and  with  his  lady  and  family 
of  children,  of  whom  he  had  Icvcral.  all  young,  and 
fome  meie  infants,  came  into  America  to  fettle,  about 
the  rimt^  our  unhappy  diiputes,  witli  Grtat  Britain,  be- 
gan, or  fdor?  aftei  they  began  to  be  attended  with  (uch 
confequenccs,  as  civil  war  and  bloodflied.     CongreTs 

being 


being  fatlsfidd  that  he  had  not  come  over  to  Americi^ 
with  any  inimical  intention  of  talking  part  in  the  dif- 
pute,  againil:  this  country,  iaw  lit,  as  1  am  informed, 
lo  grant  him  their  protedion  ;  on  the  faith  of  which 
he  determined  to  become  an  An-.eiican,  by  fettling  here 
with  his  family  :  He  choie  the  neighborhood  of  New- 
York, forhisrctidence,andlearedihehourc,with  the  eflate, 
ah'eady  mentioned,  at  Greenwich,  wheic  he  condii<Sted 
himftlf  inoffeofively  and  iir-^p.  oarhably.  The  luftful 
eye  of  ibme  of  the  Regiment.ii  Oflice-s,  or  Surgeons, 
marked  it  out  for  a  R'-gimer  tal  Hofpital.  J  had  the 
account  from  Mr.  Campbell's  own  mouth,  wiih  cir- 
cumftances  that  gained  my  credit  to  his  relation  :  He 
informed  me,  that  without  any  pievious  notice,  to  de- 
part, and  refling  on  the  affurances  of  the  Q^arter- 
mafter  General,  that  he  fhculd  no^  difp'ace  him,  (for 
he  faw  no  occafion  for  it  j)  a  ea'ilant  c  ihcer  c:'.me  up 
one  day  to  the  houfe,  followed  with  a  long,  train  of 
fickly  foldiers,  who  were  ill.  with  dyl'enterys,  putrid, 
and  other  fevers,  and  piJt  them  in  p  IT  flion  of  his 
iioufe,  without  any  regard  to  the  owner,  or  »o  the 
circumflances  of  his  family,  as  if  on  purpofe  to  diive 
them  out  from,  their  habitation. 

Tills  he  eiFecled  ;  but  not  immediately,  as  Mr.  Camp- 
bell had  no  other  houfe  in  whicli  he  had  a  right,  or  that 
he  could  hope  for  hberty,  to  flielter  himfclf,  his  wife 
and  heiplefs  children  ;  nor  before  thei'e,  who  were  of 
a  delicate  frame,  were  feized  v/ith  the  infe<51:ion,  and 
nearly  deftroyed  by  the  filth  of  the  fick,  which  had 
drove  them  from  room  to  room,  till  they  had  no  far- 
ther retreat.  On  attempting  mildly  to  expofiulate  with 
the  officer,  z-'.d  to  know,  if  he  acled  by  any  authority, 
or  command  of  the  Q^jartermafter  Gent-ral  or  other  fu- 
perior  officers,  this  heroic  man,  julf  deigned,  with  a 
magifterial  air,  to  fpend  as  much  precious  breath,  as  to 
acquaint  him,  he  wanted  not  to  cxcha.nge  convei'fation, 
or  to  throw  words  away,  unneceirarily,  upon  him  ;  and 
triumphantly  turning  on  his    heel,   faj:ed  to  the   right 

about  ; 
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about  ;  and  left  him  aftoniflied  at  fo  unfeeling  and  bar- 
barous an  infult  Bcfct  in  this  manner,  with  objcdls 
of  terror,  and  difguft,  which  were  hourly  inciealing, 
lie  baftened  with  his  family,  from  their  own  houfc  lo 
feek  cover  elfewhere  :  The  moll  of  the  family,  to  my 
own  knowledge,  as  I  had  occalion  to  meet  with  them 
in  ©ne  of  the  houfes  in  the  neighbourhood,  aflignec!  to 
me  for  an  hofpital,  for  they  applied  to  me  for  relief, 
very  narrowly  efcaped,  if  they  did  all  efcapcperilhing, 
in  confequence  of  the  putrid  dyfentery,  contradcd  as 
above. 

It  is,  with  great  averfion,  at  the  recolkcftion  of  this 
diftrefling  fcene,  that  I  but  faintly  delineate  it,  not  with- 
out throwing  a  veil  over  fuch  parts,  as  (hock  me  ac-^ 
cuftomed,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  hofpitals  and  lick, 
when  I  conne6f  the  ideas  of  delicacy  in  breeding  and 
manners,  and  what  protection  is  due  to  female  dignity 
and  helplefs  infancy,  with  fuch  more  than  iavage  treat- 
ment, not  of  enemies,  but  of  friends  and  ffrangeis  ! 
Soil's  taliafando  temper  at  a  lachrymis  ! 

As  I  cannot  prevail  on  myiclf  to  dwell  longer  on 
fcenes.whereof  this  is  but  one  of  many  tha*  have  off  r- 
ed  to  mynotice,  and  not  lefs  diihtffing,  Ihalten,  f- om 
them,  to  try  if  1  cpn  recover  lome  lefs  ofFtr.iive 
grounds,  on  which  to  proceed.  A  man  that  can  enter 
into  minute  defcriptions  of  particulars,  fo  difguftful  and 
diftrefling,  may  feem  to  have  ioO  his  finer  feelings  ;  but 
if  any  man  can  have  any  gratification  in  wading  through 
the  dirty  puddles  of  fuch  builnef*  he  muft  have  a 
flj  ?.nge  pcrverfenefs  of  tafte  indeed  :  -re  there  men 
that  would  take  delight  in  painting  a  Demon-  in  all  the 
fhocking  picture  of  black  deformity  ?  Let  them  do  it, 
I  cannot  ;  but  being  compelled  in  my  vindication,  I 
have  touched  the  luhje«fl:  jlightly.  The  mawy  things 
that  have  intruded  upon  my  memory,  on  this  occafion, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  refufe  admittance,  wifhing  to 
bury  the  whole  in  oblivion,  to  rife  no  more  in  judg- 
ment againft  us. 


{     103    ) 

Of  the  Regimental  Surgeons  j^nd  Mates,  I  will  only 
oblerve  this  once,  that  as  I  have  done  juftice  to  thofe  of 
them,  who  merited  it,  by  declaring  there  were  fome 
amongft  them  of  liberal  manners,  education  and  abili- 
ties ;  I  mufl  be  permitted  to  declare,  there  were  many, 
very  many  of  them,  unlettered,  ignorant,  and  rude  to  a 
degiee  Icarcely  to  be  imigiacd.  iSome  of  them,  I  have 
been  informed,  and  from  what  I  obferved,  could  readi- 
ly believe,  were  never  educated  to  the  profeflion  of 
pliyfick,  nor  had  ever  feen  an  operation  ©f  Surgery  : 
Many  of  them  had  but  fmall  appearances  of  either  li- 
terature or  breeding,  in  which  refpcdl  they  fell  fhort  of 
fome  of  the  privates.  It  would  diiplay  a  farce  of  the 
moft  ridiculous  kind,  to  give  the  public  an  account  of 
the  learning  and  attainments,  which  fome  of  them, 
whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining,  have 
difcovered  ;  or  to  give  a  tranfcript  of  their  reports. 
And  that  this  ignorance  was  pietty  general,  maybe 
fafely  inferred  from  their  repugnance  to  fiand  the  teit 
of  inquiry,  To  contrary  to  the  piiictice  of  thofe,  who 
are  men  of  talents,  improved  by  education,  who  fliun 
no  occafion,  of  giving  proof  thereof,  by  their  compli- 
ance with  thofe  laws  and  regulations,  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  States  or  the  good  policy  of  feminaries,  and 
corporations  of  the  learned  in  the  profeffion,  devife,  to 
encourage  genius  and  merit,  and  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  empyricil'm  :  And  I  obferved,  that  it 
was  generally  the  molf  ignorant,  the  moft  opiniated  and 
the  mofi:  diforderly,  and  irregular  in  their  condu6l:,who 
were  the  mofi:  troublefome,  and  loudeft  in  their  cla- 
mours, ihcfe  were  the  men,  from  whonl  I  found  the 
greateft  oppoiition,  to  every  regulation  for  iritroduc- 
ing  method,  difcipline  and  impvcvvir.ent,  into  the  de- 
partment of  phyfick  and  fnig(.ry. 

It  is  with  much  regret  1  have  yielded  to  ihc  rfccffity 
I  have  been  under,  in  clearing  up  my  own  cond'.ici: 
from  the  imputations  of  a  let  of  wicked  men,  to  cii- 
play  the  true  character  and   behaviour   of  thof;,   r/ho 

v.ere 
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were  my  accufers,  anw^  from  the  many  famples  of  ra- 
pine, diibrdcr  an:i  oppreflion  of  which  they  have  beea 
guihy,  to  ielctft  ibme  of  thfir  nefarious  pra(Slices,  and 
cf  fuch  amazi'ig  prodigality,  as,  if  it  were  allowed  to 
pafs  withoir  no. ice,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  in- 
lured  eft  ru(fli  m  to  any  irmy,  or  people.  I  am  fully 
perfvvaded  thAt  we  owe  many  of  the  misfortunes  and 
xnifcarriages  or  la(t  campaign,  to  thofe  men,  who  were 
guilty  of  them.  I  h.ive  but  barely  fkimmed  over  the 
furface  of  them.  \.  reluctance  to  enter  deeper  into 
fuch  a  fink  has  refiirained  mc  :  Were  I  to  attempt 
an  enumeranon  of  them  all,  time  would  fail. 

It  is  fufficieni  to  flievv  their   deflru6\ive  tendency,    in 
general  ;    to  make  a  remark  on    the  mean    and   iordid 
pra<Slice,  which  was  puilued  by  fome  of  the  Regiment- 
al Surgeons,   of   Idling   ceriilicates  for    furloughs   and 
difcharges,  at  a   lefs  fum  than   a   fliilling  a  man.      At 
this  rate,  a  number  equal   to  a  regiment   might  be  dif- 
charged  for  a  much  leis  lum^  than  has  been  fince  given, 
to  ^aife  a  lingle  recruit.      At   a  moderate  computation* 
fo  many  men  have  been   born  on  fome  fick    lifls  of  Re- 
gimental Surgeons,  including  wairers,  lit  for  duty,  that 
if  the  practice  was  common,  the  ftrongeft  Brigade  in  the 
5irmy  was  not  equal  to  the   number  thus  maintaineGl  in 
idletiefs.     I    am  willing  to  hope  that  thofe   inftances  of 
mal-pr advice  I    have  adduced,   are  fufficient  to  fliut  the 
door  againft  the  like  abufes  in  future,  and  to  introduce 
better  discipline,  and  better  men  into  ftaiions  of  public 
truft  :    And  th;it  men  of  better  pi  inciple,  as  well  as  of 
more  knowledge    and   humanity,    are  engaged  in  the 
prefent  f^rvice.     To  promote  the  inteiefls  of  thefe,were 
the  motives  of  my  condudt,  and  the  obj;6l  I  invariably 
purfucd  in  all  my  propofed  regulations. 

Amonrft  thofe  in  employ  the  lafi:  year,  fome,  in 
the  lime  of  need,  deferted  the  army  altogether,  and 
others  fhunned  to  attend  their  regiments  to  the  field  of 
battle. 

It  was  a  general  complaint;  that  at  the  battle    of 

the 
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the  White-Plains;  few  of  the  Regimental  Surgeors 
were  with  their  refpejftive  Battalions,  in  confcquencc 
of  which,  many  of  the  wounded  bled  to  death,  who,  it 
was  fuppofed,  miglit  have  been  faved,  had  they  bccix 
•prefent.,  and  Hone  their  duly  :  Their  abfencc  obliged  mc 
to  fix  cnyl'ell-  at  the  lines,  with  fome  of  the  Hofpital  Sur- 
geons. This  pi'oduced  the  following  circular  letter  to 
be  fent  round  the  country,  with  orders  to  the  Surgeons 
of  the  General  Holpital  v/ho  were  at  a  diftance  from 
camp,  to  call  upon  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  refolves  of  Congrefs,  and  the  General's: 
commands,  to  deliver  up  all  their  lick  to  the  flofpital, 
*nd  to  return  to  their  proper  pofts,  figned,  v/ith  the 
following  declaration. 

*'  I  have  read,  and  much  approve  of  thofeinftruflions^ 
and  orders." 

G.     WiiSHlNGTON. 

CIRCULAIi        LETTER. 

To  the  Regimental  Surgeons  and  Mate^,' 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  his  Excellency 
General  WASHINGTON,  now  abfent, 
v.'ith,  or  without  the  (ick  of  their  refpec- 
tive  Regiments  and  Brigades^  on  either 
fide   of   Hudlbn's  Iliver, 

G  E  N  T  L  E  M  E  N, 

FE  W  of  the  Surgeons  or  fick,  allowed  to  rcniova 
from  camp,  fome  time  ago,  being  yet  returned* 
and  no  report  made  of  them  to  me,  His  Excellency 
the  Commiander  in  Chief,  conceives,  that  his  former 
indulgence  to  thefick,  in  permitting  them  to  letirc  from 
camp,  for  the  recovery  of  their  health,  has  been  muck 
abul'ed,  both  by  the  fick,  and  the  generality  of  the  Sur-  . 
geons  and  Mates,  under  whofc  caie  they  were  alloAvccJ 

O  that 
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that  Indulgence  :  It  is  his  Excellency's  orders,  llaere° 
f'orc,  that  each  of  you  do  forthwith  wait  npon  Ifaac 
Fofter,  Efq;  at  Newark,  John  Warren,  Efq-,  at  Hack- 
infack,  or  Philip  Turner,  Efq;  at  Norwalk  ;  Surgeons* 
in  the  General  Hofpital,  whoever  of  them  is  neareft 
ill  h^a.id,  and  make  a  faithful  and  accurate  report  of 
the  (late  of  the  fick  and  wounded  under  your  care,,  and 
remove  thofe  who  are  fit  fubjedts,  immediately,  to  the 
General  Hofpital,  under  their  care  ;  for  which  you  are 
to  apply  to  the  Q^artermaflcr  General's  department, 
fop  v/aggons,  and  accompany  them  yourfelves.  Such 
of  you  as  thofe  gentlemen  rpquire  to  afiift  them  for  the 
prcfcnt,  in,  the  General  Hofpital,  and  who  are  willing 
T/^,  attend  their  fick  -here,  under  their  dire(Stion,  are  al- 
lowed to  do  foy  till  further  orders  ;  all  others  are  to 
repair  immedhtely  to  Head-Quarters,  and  join  their  re- 
ipciTtivc  regiments  ;  firfi:  furnilhing  me  with  an  accurate 
rcgifter,  duly  certified,  of  the  ftate  of  the  iick  that  went 
out  with  them,  or  have  been  lince  under  their  care, 
fpccifying  the  time  ofthtir  bsing  taken  ill,  their. difeafes, 
ar.d  events  as  to  death,  recovery  or  continuance  ;  and 
wiiether  any  of  the  fick  have  been  allowed  to  withdraw 
from  under  their  care,  and  when.  As  all,  who  arc  ab- 
fent  without  leave,  muft  naturally  be  looked  upon  as 
dcferters.  And  the  Surgcons-cr  Mates,  who  cannot 
give  a  regular  and  fatis factory  account  of  the  faithful 
clifcharge  of  their  duty,  necefiliiily  lubjcdt  themfelvts 
to  an  inquiry  into  theh'  condu^Tt. 

JOHN  MORGAN,    Direaor. 

General  and  Phyfician  in  Chief. 

Cc':rp  at  the    White-Plains,   Ncvcnber  5,    177^- 


AMOMGS  r  other  methods  ufed  by  the  Regimental 
ourgcoris,  to  accompli/h  their  purpofes,  I  have  men- 
flonrd  thfir  infuling  jealonfies  and  groundlefs  fufpicions 
•.  ty'fuch  euTiceis  as  they  could  inllucnce  by  their  nepre- 

fcntations, 


(     107    ) 

ntations.  In  hopes,  by  their  mean?,  tomiflead  the  Ge- 
neral Olliceis,  and  Members  of  Congrcfs,  to  my  pre- 
judice. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  knowledire  of  all  the  appli- 
cations that  have  been  made,  to  different  Membeib  of 
Congrefs,  to  gwz  weight  to  the  clamours  of  the  Pvegi- 
mental  Surgeons  ;  bwt  one  of  thcm^  that  I  do  not  know 
of,   requires   my  ferioua  attention. 

Having  called  one  day,  upon  General  Qa^ttn^  to  con^ 
fulc    him    about    fome   regulations  of    the  hofpitals,   I 
found  hiin  bufy   in  writing   a  letter  to  the   Prefident  of 
Congrefs,  complaining  much  of  the  iufferinps   of  the 
fick,  for  want  of  fuch    eftablifhmeHt,    as  provided  pro- 
perly for  taking  good  care  of  them.     Not  the  Icall  no- 
;   tice  was  taken  of  the  unwearied  pains  I   had  beftovved 
'    to   accomplifh  that   purpofe  ;    which  mJght  lead  Con« 
'grefs  to  Imagine  m.e  very  negligent  of  my  duty,  or  in- 
attentive  to   rnitteis    that    io  nearly  concerned  mt  :    I 
r  told  him  fo  :    He  then  added  a   pofhfcript,  in  v/hich  he 
;    feemed   barely-  to   guard    againft  reflexions  upon  me  ; 
'   yet  forebore  to  do  me  that  juliice,  which  I  thought  my- 
I  ielf  vvell   entitled    to    expect  from   him,    if  to   be  had 
•  from  any  man  in  the  army. 

[       I  had  attended  General  Green  in  tv/o   dangerous  fits 

:  of  illnefs,  in  which  he   had    proofs  of  my  attention  to 

him,  and  affidulty  to   the  bulinefs   of  my   ftafion,  that 

\-  meriteda  far  different  return.  Thelaft  was  at  a  time, when 

,  General  Green    had  the  command  at   Long-Iiland,  and 

;  ab©ut  the  time  when  the  enemy  were  landed  not  many 

j miles  below.     Although  1  was  then  inceffantly  engaged 

kon  New- York  Ifiand,  I  made  all  other  buiineis  give  way 

Ito  my  daily  attendance  on  him  ;  and  finding  his  life  en- 

Idangered,,  by  a  putrid  and  billicus  fever,  under   which 

he  laboured,  prevailed  with   him    to    leave  the   ifland, 

'and  provided  him  wiih  one  of  the  niofi:  healthy,  airey, 

fafcli  and  bcil:  accommodated  habitations,  in  the  center, 

betwixt  the  two  rivers,  two  miles  diflant    from  the  ciiy 

pf  New-Yoik.     My  place  of  duty   changed,  likewiir', 

I. 
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and  my  prefence  was  demanded  every  day  at  Long- 
Hand,  to  attend  to  the  care  and  removal  of  the  wound- 
ed. Yet  1  viiittd  him,  dally,  once,  twice  or  oftner, 
under  a  variety  of  difficulties,  and  watched  over  him 
with  the  ltn6lell  attention,  and  an  affecJ^ion  little  lefs 
than  fraiernal,  till  his  recovery  was  fo  far  compleated, 
that  he  was  out  of  all  danger.  1  fliould  not  have  giv- 
en this  account  of  matters,  but  for  the  following  rea- 
sons :  i  he  firft  is,  bccaufe  it  was  at  General  Green's 
defire,  I  eflabliflied  a  General  Hofpital  at  Long-Ifland, 
for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  aimy  under  his  com- 
mand, which  was  fo  well  conducted  by  Do£lor  War- 
ren, as  to  compell  him  to  pafs  high  encomiums  on  its 
management,  in  a  Council  of  General  Officers,  held 
pn  the  complaints  made  by  the  Regimental  Surgeons, 
that  were  found  to  be  groundlefs  and  unreafonabk. 

If  there  was  any  deficiency  in  either  that  part  of  the 
Ceneral  Hofpital  itfclf,  or  any  want  in  the  accommo- 
clation  of  the  fick  of  the  regiments  ftationed  there, 
that  could  be  obtained,  the  fault  muft  be  laid  at  his 
ciooi',  anr!  his  only,  bccaufe  he  had  expreflly  engaged, 
at  my  fnii  confenting,  in  compliance  with  his  requeft, 
to  provide  a  General  Hofpital  there;  to  build  or  fwr- 
iiifli  fufficient  quarters  for  all  the  fick  belonging  to  that 
diviiion  of  the  army  under  his  command  ;  and  becaufe 
fey  my  orders  to  Doclor  Warren,  my,  inftrudions  to 
the  Ptegimental  Surgeons,  July  3d,  and  General  Wafli- 
ington's  order,  matters  were  fo  regulated  that  the  fick 
might  remain  under  the  care  of  the'r  own  Surgeons,  in 
luch  quarters  or  hofpitals  as  General  Green  himfelf 
might  Older  for  them  j  and  be  conHdered  as  parts  of 
one  General  Hofpital,  of  w^hich  Decker  Warren  was  to 
be  efteemed  the  Director  and  Head  :  They  were  to  be 
allowed  ail  neceffiuy  rcfreihrnenis,  and  the  Reginifntal 
Surgeons  and  their  ikk  might  partake  of  every  advan- 
tage, which  tlie  fick  in  the  General  Hofpital  enjoyed,^ 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons,  if 
th:  Regimental  ov.rc^ons  would  confider   ihernfelves  as 

Rating 
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ii£llng  under  the  direflion  of  the  General  Hofpital, 
with  this  only  leftridlion,  that  every  demand  was  to  be 
made,  and  granted  under  the  acknowledged  Muhoriiy 
of  Do^or  Warren,  to  whom  I  had  entrui;-a  all  my 
own  power  for  their  good,  for  which  he  was  to  be  ac- 
countable :  And  I  forbad  him  to  deliver  out  any  d^rcs, 
of  any  kind,  to  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  for  the  fick, 
not  reported  to,  and  tonfidered  as  in  the  General  Hof- 
pitah 

A  fecond  reafon,  is  the  following  letter  from  ,Gen^« 
ral  Green  to  General  Wafliington,  of  Auguft   i  ith. 

A  third  reafon,  is  my  having  been  cenfured,  for  de- 
laying to  communicate  to  the  Congrcfs  the  plan  of  re* 
gulations  I  had  promifed  to  draw  up  for  their  conllder- 
ation,  fo  long  after  I  had  undertaken  ic,  during  all 
which  time  it  was  left  with  Gen.  Green,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  obfervationsand  remarks,  viz.  from  about  the  mid- 
dle or  end  of  Odlober  to  the  2oth  of  December,  al- 
though I  repeatedly  applied  to  him  by  mefiage  and  let- 
ter, to  expedite  it  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  it  was  then 
returned  to  me  in  the  ftate  I  delivered  it,  without  any 
remark  to  accompany  it. 

And  laftly,  the  libe)  ry  which  Doctor  Story  took,  of 
making  ufe  of  General  Gieen's  name,  to  fandlify  his 
alTertions,  that  the  fufTerings  of  the  fick  lay  at  my 
door. 

On  thefe  feveral  accounts,  I  now  call  on  General 
Green  (in  a  more  efpecial  manner)  and  on  any,  and 
every  other  officer,  of  whatever  rank,  whether  Gene- 
ral or  Field  Officers,  or  thofe  of  inferior  rank,  who 
have  thought  fit  to  make  any  reprefertations,  either  to 
Congrcfs  as  a  body,  or  to  particular  Members  of  it,  or 
to  the  Commander  iri  Chief,  concerning  the  canfes  of 
the  fuffisrings  of  the  fick,  if  they  can  lay  3ny  thing  to 
my  charge,  whether  relating  to  the  difpofal  of  Hofpi- 
tal Stores,  ^  the  difpofition  of  public  monies,  or  any 
other  article  entruilcd  to  me  :  1  defire  to  know  if  they 
can  accivu-  nc  of  any  negle^  of  duty,  of  indo- 
lence, 
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lence,  inactivity,  inattention  to  the  calk  of  my  ftation, 
or  oi  any  breach,  either  pf  General  Ortlers,  or  of  the 
Refolves  of  Congrefs  :    If  they  can   do  any  of  thefc,  I 
ihall  be  glad  they  will  publifh  it  to  the  world,  in  a  man- 
ner  that   will  afford   me  an   opportunity  to    reply,  in 
print.     Did  ever  any  General,  Field  Officer,  or   other, 
on  any  fuggeftion  of  the  fick  fuffering  for  want  of  care, 
vifit  the   General  Hofpital,  and  judging   with  his  own 
eyes,  report  to  me  a  iingle  inftance  of  the  fort  ?    I  de- 
clare they  never  did  :  So  that  the  complaints  of  thefiif- 
ferings  of  the  lick,  are  not  of  tj^ofe  under  my  care,  but 
of  thofe  that  were  hindered  from  coming,  or  who  were 
never  reported  to  the  General  Hofpital,  for  admillion. 
On  the  contrary,  the  complaints  ever  were,  that  **'whil/i 
in  the  General  Hofpital^  the  fick  -were  well  taken  care  cf^ 
they  could  not   enjoy  the  like   advantages    in    Regimental 
BofpitaUy*     But  if  fo,  the  fault  of  not  fending  them  to 
the  General  Hofpital,  is  the  more  confpicuous,  and  the 
wickednefs  of  afcribing  the  fufferings  of  the  fick  to  the 
General  Hofpital,   or   myfelf,    from   whofe   care    they 
were  kept  back,   and  which  is  juftly  chargeable   on  the 
Regimental   Surgeons,   who  kept  them  back,  and    the 
officers   who    fupported  them   in  fuch  a  contumacious 
difobedience  of  every  order,  of  the  Congrefs  and    Ge- 
neral, is  the  more  flagrant.     But,   let  us  attend  to  Ge- 
neral Green's  letter. 

General      GREEN's     Letter 
To     HIS      Excellency 

GENERAL     WASHINGTON, 

Camp  at  Long-lfland,  Avg.  i  r,   1776. 

Dear    General, 

^IT  HERE    is  no   proper  eftablifhment  for   fupplying 
^    the  Regimental  Hofpitals  with   proper  utenfils  for 
the  fick  5  they  fuffer  therefore  for  want  of  propjr  ac- 
commodation. 
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commodatlon.  There  is  repeated  complaints  on  that 
head.  The  Regimental  Hofpitals  are,  and  ever  will  be 
rendered  iifelefs,  nay  grievcuas,  unlefs  there  is  fome 
proper  fund,  to  provide  the  necefiary  conveniences. 
The  General  Hofpital  cannot  receive  all  the  fick  ;  and 
thofe  that  are  in  the  Regimental  Holpiials,  are  in  a 
fuffering  condition.  If  this  evil  continues,  it  muft 
greatly  iajure  the  fervice,  as  it  will  difpirit  the  well,  to 
fee  ihc  fick  fuffer,  and  prevent  their  engaging  again,  up- 
on any  conditions  whatever.  Great  humanity  fhould 
be  excrcifed,  toward*  thofe  indifpofed.  Kindnefs  up- 
on one  hand,  leaves  a  favorable  and  lafling  impreflion, 
negle^l  and  fuffering  on  the  other,  is  never  forgotten. 

I  am  fenfible,  there  has  formerly  been  great  abufes  ia 
the  Regimental  Hofpitals,  but  I  am  in  hopes,  men  of 
better  principles  are  ele(5ted  to  thofe  p^ces,  and  that 
the  fame  evils  will  not  happen  again.  But  the  Conti- 
nent had  better  fuffer  a  little  extraordinary  expence, 
than  the  fick  fhould  be  left  to  fuffer,  for  want  of  thofe 
conveniences  that  may  be  cafily  provided. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  propoie,  that  the  Colonels  of 
regiments  be  allowed  to  draw  monies,  to  provide  the 
Regimental  Hofpitals,  with  proper  utenfils  ;  an  nccount 
of  the  difburfements  weekly,  or  monthly,  to  be  render- 
ed :  This  will  prevent  abufe,  and  remedy  the  evil. 

Something  is  neccffiiry  to  be  done,  fpeedily,  as  many 
fick  are  in  a  fuffering  condition. 

The  General  Hofpital  is  well  provided  with  every 
thing,  and  the  fick  very  comfortable.  I  wiili  it  was 
extenfive  enough  to  receive  the  whole,  but  it  is  not. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  mofh  obedient  Sc^rvant, 

NATH.      GREEN. 

I  S  H  A  L  L  now  take  the  liberty  of  propounding 
|a  few  quefiions,  on  the  contents  of  the  above  letter. 

WAS  General  Green  acquainted  v.'I;h  the  refolves  of 

Congic(s, 
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Congrtr$,    of  July    17,  page  29  ?    If  fo,    has  not  his 
letter  a  dire^l  tendency  to  oppofe  and  overfet  them  ? 

What  leafon  can  be  ailigned  for  Piegimental  Hofpi- 
tals  being  eftabllftKcd  on  Long-Ifland,  wirh  all  the  fur- 
niture and  apparatus  of  a  General  Hofpital,  when  the 
lick  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  General  Hofpital 
there,  in  comph'ance  with  General  Green's  own  re« 
queft,  although  a  very  improper  place  for  eftablilhing 
an  Hofpital;  where  the  enemy  were  expeiSted  to  land, 
cfpecially  when  there  was  a  General  hioipital  on  the 
Ifland  of  New-York,  for  the  reception  of  thofe  who 
could  not  be  accommodated  at  Long-lfland  ? 

Of  what  ufe  could  Regimental  Hofpitais  be  at  Long- 
Ifland  5  or  rather,  with  what  difTcrvice  muit  they  be  at- 
tended, when^the  enemy  were  expcOed  to  land  thers  ? 
Was  it  to  retSmi  more  flck  there,  to  embarrafs  the  ar- 
niy,  when  the  works  were  befieged,  or  to  keep  Regi- 
mental Soldiers  from  accompiinying  their  corps  into 
the  field,  in  cafe  it  was  judged  expedient  to  march  forth, 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  a  diftance,  from  the  lines  ;  cr 
was  it  convenient,  at  fuch  times,  to  be  dii'charging  ma- 
ny hundreds  of  fick,  in  the  time  of  action,  upon  the 
Hofpital  Suigeons  on  the  Ifland,  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  wounded  ? 

It  is  faid  the  General  Hofpital  cannot  receive  all  the 
fick,  and  thofe  in  the  Regimental  Hofpitais  were  in  a 
fuf!erinfij  condition.  Had  any  bi^en  reported  to  the  Ge- 
neral Hofpital  at  Long-Ifland,  that  were  ever  refufcd 
admiilion  ?  I  never  heard  of  an  inllance.  But  if  there 
\vas  no  room  at  Long-Ifland,  was  there  no  room  in 
the  General  Hofpital  at  New-York  ?  Would  neither 
the  College,  with  all  its  fpacious  apartments  ;  the  City 
Hofp'tal,  with  all  its  great  and  magnificent  conve- 
niences ;  the  City  Barracks,  capable  of  accommodating 
above  a  thoufind  men  ;  the  many  vacant  iicufes  in  the 
Bowry,  or  neighbourhood  of  New-Yoik,  and  whole 
ftrects,  appropriated  for  the  purpofe,  and  afl!igned  to 
the  Dixe«rtor- General,  by  the   Conveniion  of  the  State 

of 
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of  New- York,  and  the  City  ComfPilttee,  snd  to  be  at 
his  diipofal  only  :  I  hy,  were  not  all  thefe  fufBcient  for 
thsir  reception  and  accommodation  ?  If  not,  he  had 
the  choice  of  moil  of  the  country  feats,  for  the  fpacc 
of  feven  miles  from  the  city,  to  anfwer  that  puipofc 
And  were   not  thefe  enough  ? 

Bat  fnppofe  it  to  hr.ve  been  necefiliry  for  the  Tick  to 
be  accommodated  on  Long-Ifiand  :  What  reafon  can 
be  afligned,  if  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  drav/  ftores 
and  furniture  fromthc  General  Hofpital, why  they  fliould 
not  range  themfelves  under  the  direclion  oi  Dc£lor 
Warren,  which  was  the  only  poflible  method,  that^, 
with  much  reflexion,  could  be  devifed  to  entitle  thein 
to  the  necefiarics  and  comforts,  which  i^  was  allowed 
the  General  Holpital  was  well  provided  with  ?  Could 
the  Regimental  Surgeons,  who  were  fo  earriefl:  for  hav- 
ing feparare  and  diiliixft  Hofpicals,  hat^e  any  thing  in 
view,  br  remaining  unaccouniable  for  their  fupplics  ? 
'What  other  reafon  could  they  have  forrefuf?.ng  to  have 
[the  ftate- of  their  fick  inf"pe<fl:ed  by  Hofpital  Surgeons^ 
;v/i:h  a  power  to  order  fuch  fick,  as  appeared  to  be  pro- 
t)er  objects,  into  the  Geneiai  Hofpital,  but  to  retain  as 
paany  Tick,  or  nominal  lick,  as  they  pleafcd,  oa  their 
iilbj  till  the  time  of  an  a<Slion,  and  then  to  pour  them 
all  into  the  General  Hofpital,  and  to  receive  the 
wounded  under  their  care,  for  the  fake  of  trying  ex- 
prrinients,  and  of  performing' Gper;>tions,  which  fo  roe 
n-  rhem  had  never  feen  performed  ?  From  all  their 
ns,  it  is  plain  tliis  was  an  objcdl  they  had  much  ac 
And  what  v/oukl  that  be,  but  to  reduce  Gen- 
?n,  of  the  fiili  claf's  in  their  profcfnon,  to  b> 
rdirate  to  all  their  piirpofc-i,  and  rncer  minilleis  of 
■  plcafure  f 

>;r  what  purpofe  are  funeripr  rank  and  greater  pay 

ff-ed  to   Hofpital,  ihan  to   Regimental  Sui'geons,    if 

o   engage  men  of  the  fjrfl:   ability,  educauon,  arid 

fifsnc?,   to  take  that  charge  upon  them  ? 

zd'  after  ^V,  is  there  any  thing  prorofcd  in  Gene- 

P  ^  ral 
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fal  Greenes  letter,  that  I  had  not  urged  bcfors,  loih  to 
General  Green  himfelf,  as  well  as  to  General  Wafliing- 
tbn  and  the  Congrefs,  for  the  relief  of  the  Pieaimenial 
Surgeons,  who  might  be  fituated  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  General  Hofpital  ?  Wherefore,  if  there  could  be 
any  exception  made  to  the  plan,  it  muft  be  to  except 
thofc  on  Long-Ifland,  where  it  was  unfit  there  fliculd 
be  Regimental  Hofpitals,  when  the  enemy  were  expell- 
ed to  laud  there,  and  when  there  was  a  General  Hofpi- 
tal at  hand,  of  which  they  might  have  the  fame  bene- 
fits, with  thofe  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Hof- 
pital Surgeons  and  Mates  ;  if  they  v/ould  fubmit  to  ihc 
iame  regulations. 

Upon  ihe  whole  of  this  inquiry  ;  when  the  Congrefs 
v/ho,  for  ought  General  Green  knew  to  the  contrary, 
might  be  fuppofed  to  have  \veighed  matters  deliberately, 
had  fixt  upon  a  plan,  which,  by  every  fubfequent  fet  of 
refolves,  reflirided  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  within 
narrower  limits  than  before  •,  or,  at  leali,  enforced  the 
former,  with  new  and  additional  weight  :  Where  was 
ihe  neceffiiy,  expedience,  or  propi  iety,  of  fupporting 
the  Regimental  Surgeons  in  their  c'.:'.:  ..urs  ?  They  were 
ever  backward  to  fend  their  hck  lo  ihc  General  Hofpi- 
tal, to  have  a  plea  for  Regimental  Hofpitals,  and  to 
draw  llores  at  dilcretion,  which  never  wns  allowed  in 
any  army,  and  which  Congrefs  had  not  feen  fit  to  allow 
them  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  more  confineni  v.'ith 
the  idea  of  fubmiilion  to  the  connnands  of  cur  fvipc- 
riors,  if  General  Green,  inftead  of  giving  that  weight 
to  the  prejudices,  and  ignorance  in  point  of  diuy* 
and  in  the  proper  management  of  the  fick  ot  an  army, 
which  the  Surgeons  laboured  under,  had  feen  fit  to 
have  enjoined  their  making  weekly  returns  of  their  fick 
to  the  General  Hofpital,  for  admiflion.  agreeable  to  ihd 
orders  of  Congrefs  ;  and  thereby  helped  to  cure  or  i  e- 
move  thofvi  prejudices  ?  This  might  have  checked  them 
in  their  career,  of  afperfing  reputations  to   accomplilh 

th.tir 
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..Jr  aim?,  and  mufl:  have  contributed  to   their   own 
j    c  lie,  and  the  great  benefit  of  the  fuffering  lick. 

But  whilfl  Regimental  Surgeons  were  fo  intent  upon 
'     the  eftabiiflimenc  of  Hofpita^s  for  their  regiments,   and 

-  General  Green  was  fo  earnefl:  in  feconding  their  defircs, 
,   by  his  application  to  tJie  Prefi-jent  of  the  Congrefs,  and 

-  Commander  in  Chief  :  What  was  the  opinion  of  Ge- 
.•  n.eral  Wafliington,  if  we  are  to  jodge  by  his  orders  ? 
.    They  agreed  wiih  the  rcfolves  of  Congrel's  :    And  as  to 

the  Members  of  Congrefs,  -all  that  I    ev^r  heard  fpeak 
(- -:  them,  exaclly  correfponded  with    Mr.   Gerry,    who 
ote  me  his  opinion   of  the   matter,   in  the  following 
.-rds  :    *'  With  refps<rt  to  frnall  Regimental  Hofpitals, 
i  :?.nnot  but  think  them  an  unnecellai-y  and  dangerous 
'titution  ;    for,    upon   every  removal  of    fuch  regi- 
its,  thoCe  Hofpitals  are  a  dead  weight,   and  muft  be 
i^aiovedj  or  be  expofed  to  the  enemy.     The  latter,  you 
[  will  agree,  is  by  no  means  admiilii3le  ;    and  the  remov- 
•^  ing  fuch  Hofpitals,   is    attended   with  hardfhips  to   the 
"  diieafcd,  and  prevents  them    fiom   an   early  recovery." 
Let  us    attend   to  what  he   next   writes,  of    R.kgi- 
i^TAL  Surgeons  :    "  As    to   the   Regimental 
[.  Surgeons,  fays  he,  being  otherwifc  wholly    useless, 
•  1  have  always  fuppofcd,   tbat  they  were  never  intended 
to  anfwer  any  other  purpofe,  in  time  of  war,   than  to 
cure,  m  camp,  fl'ght  v/ounds  and  difeafes,  by  which  the 
p.;iients  were  not  confined,  and  to  attend  the  regiments, 
in  time  of  a>5>ion  ;   to  drefs  the   wounded    foldicrs,  un- 
til they  can  be  removed  to  the  General  Hofpital.'* 

Wliere    per  Tons    of  rank  and  influence,  as   General 

OfTicers  and  Members  of  Congi  efs,   draw   fuch  dilTerent 

ways,  is  it  pofhble    for  any  man,  to  condu^  in  fuch  a 

manner,  betwixt  them,   as    to  give  fatlslii<ftion    to  every 

one  ? 

But  that  it  may  be  fecn,   how  I  endeavoured  to    dif- 

.  charge  my  duty,    by   adhering   exa^fliy   to  my  orders, 

wl^ere  they  reftriiSled  me  to  a  point  j  and  yet  xxi  pruden- 

■  tials  accommodated  myfelf,   as   well  as  I  could,   to  the 

reafonable 
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rcafonable  defi'-es  of  others  :  I  fliall  here  publifii  a  co- 
py of  my  dirt(Slions,  to  DoifLor  Warren,  for  cftablifli- 
ing,  and  for  the  manner  of  condndlincj  ^h^  Hoipiials, 
under  his  care,  at  Losg-Islakd. 

INSTRUCTIONS        TO 

J  O  n  N      WAR  R  BN,      Elquire, 

SURGEON    of    the     GENERAL    HObPITAL. 

Sir,  Nevj-Torhy    June  12,    1776. 

"^T"  O  U  are  defired  to  go  over  to  Lcng-Jfland,  and 
B  to  confiilt  with  General  Green,  about  the  proper 
hoiifis  io\'  the  forming  oi  an  Hofpital  (to  be  part  of  the 
General  Hofpital)  for  the  reception  of  the  lick  in  his 
Brigade.  For  your  affiants,  you  will  be  pleaitd  to 
take  over  three  of  the  Hcrpiral  Mates,  of  which  Wr. 
Glover  is  to  be  one,  the  other  two  as  you  agree  with  the 
other  Surgeons. 

IMake  out  a  proper  aiTortment  of  medicines,  fuch  a 
lift  as  you  think  needful,  after  confuiting  with  Doctors 
Fcfler,  Adams  and  IVl'Knight,  and  order  it  to  be  put  up 
from  the  Holpital  ftorts  :  If  you  have  occafjon  for  fur- 
ther affiflants,  make  a  requiiition  from  General  Green's 
Brigade,  of  as  many  Surgeons  and  Mates  as  you  iliail 
iland  in  need  of.  ■ 

Keep  a  rcgifter  of  the  fick,  in  which  you  are  to  make 
.an  entry  of  the  times  of  their  admifiion  and  difcharge, 
as  well  as  of  the  difcafes  they  labour  ur.der,  and  require 
of  the  rel"pe<nive  Surgeons  of  the  different  regiments, 
weekly  returns  of  the  iick  in  the  Hofpital  belonging  to 
their  regiments,  in  order  to  compare  with  yours  :  From 
which,  once  a  month,  a  roll  is  to  be  made  out  for  re- 
ceiving the  ration  money,  from  the  CommilTary  Gene- 
ral ',  which  you  will  get  ligncd  by  the  Brigadier- Gene- 
ral, after  you  have  com.partd  it  with  the  return  of  iick 
born  on  the  rolls  of  the  Regimental  Surgeons  :  Fj  om 
^he  time  thty  are  admitted  inio  tnc  GcDcral  Hofpital, 
'•        '  their 
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their  rations  are  to  be  flopped  in  the  regiments  :  The 
\h\  of  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  compared  with  j^our?, 
ought  to  be  delivered  by  them  to  the  Adjutant,  or 
Quai  termailer  of  every  regiment,  in  order  to  prevent 
rations  being  drawn  for  the  fick,  in  the  rcgimtnts,  fo 
.long  as  ihey  remain  in  the  hofpital. 

You  will  be  pleaied  to  fix  up,  in  the  hofpital^  the  re- 
gulations ah^eacly  agreed  upon  by  the  tjuigeons  of  die 
Hoipiial,  for  the  government  of  the  officers,  nurfes, 
attendants  and  patients  -,  and  appoint  Tome  perfon  to 
have  them  read  in  every  ward  :  The  rules  of  diet> 
ought  to  be  fixed  up  in  the  lame  place,  and  a  flricl  at* 
tention    paid  to  the  fame. 

You  are  to  take  over  Mr.  Weld,  to  a  (ft  as  a  Store- 
keeper, who  is  to  obey  your  commands  in  all  things 
relating  to  his  department  :  Whatever  ftores  you  have 
occafion  for,  in  the  department  of  the  CommiiTarv- 
General,  or  Qviartermafter-General,  you  will  apply 
for  by  an  order  under  your  hand,  figned  by  order  of 
the  Dire(Slor- General,  with  your  name,  of  which  di- 
rect the  Storekeeper  to  keep  an  exa<5t  account,  and  of 
the  diftribution  of  the  fame. 

What  nurfesyou  require  for  the  flck.you  will  engage 
at  the  price  of  half  a  dollar  per  week  ;  the  number  not 
to  exceed  one  for  every  ten  perfons,  fick  or  wounded  5 
the  necellary  labourers  to  be  employed  by  the  day,  as 
ufual,  in  which  avoid  engaging  a  greater  number  than 
is  abfoluteiy  necefTliry. 

Deliver  cut  no'ftores  of  any  kind  to  the  Regimental 
Surgeons  :  When  the  fick  rt quire  further  aids  than 
they  can  give,  let  them  be  reported  to  you,  and  if  their 
cales  require,  receivs  tfiem  into  the  General  Hofpital. 

Take  with  you  at  leaft  1500  bandages,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  tow,  with  a  let  of  capital  inftiuments,  and  all 
luitable  drcflings,  in  cafe  of  an  action. 

Ufe  your  btft  endeavours  to  make  the  Surgeons  and 
Mates  of  tlie  regiments  attentive  to  their  duty. 

tFor  any  debts  contra<fted  for  the  ufe  of  the  General- 
Hofpital^ 
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KofpUp.l,  agreeable  to  the  above  rules,  draw  on  mt. 
You  will  employ  the  fame  pei  fon  to  fupply  frefli  meat, 
and  at  the  fame  prices,  as  in  the  hofpital  at  New-York. 

Weel>ly  retiuns  of  the  Ikk  to  be  Tent  over  early  eve-  ^ 
ry  Monday  morning  as  ufual. 

Be  plcal'cd  to  call  on  Mr.  Dtlamater,  for  loo  addi- 
tional biaiikets,  for  the  vSc  of  the  hofpital  in  Longt 
Ifland,  and  as  niany  beds,  applying  to  the  Quartermaiter 
for  ftraw,  from  time  to  time,  and  order  the  nurfes, 
wafhcr  wom^n,  2^c.  to  clean  them  from"  time  to 
time. 

An  orderly  Mate  is  to  take  charge  of  the  blanket?, 
and  bedding,  Sec.  and  of  the  Hclpita!  furniture  every 
week  ;  to  en^er  into  a  book  for  the  purpofe,  what 
flores  of  this  kind  are  given  out,  to  examine  what  each 
lick  brings  with  them,  and  to  fee  that  nothing  is  carried 
cut,  on  their  difmifilon,  not  belonging  to  them. 

An  orderly  ferjeant,  or  corporal,  or  careful  foldier, 
(it  the  General  will  allov/)  ought  lo  be  ftationcd  at  the 
hclpital,  to  take  charge  of  the  aYms,  Sec.  of  th-e  fick, 
vv'hilft  in  rhe  horoital,  and  to  give  them  up  on  his  death 
or  dirmiflion. 

A  Carpenter,  ought  to  attend  conflanily,  to  make 
coilins,  or  perform  other  work,  for  which- you  will  ap- 
ply to  the   Quartermafter-Gerjeral. 

No  birmke  s,  or  other  efiects  of  the  Hofpital,  to  be 
expended  at  the  funeral  of  thofe  fpldicrs,  who  die  in 
ihe  hofpital. 

I  remain,  Sir,  vour  mod  humble  fervant, 

JOHN    MORGAN. 

r-^    JOIIN    WARREN,    E/quire, 
Surgeon  ui  the  General- Hofpital. 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy,  from  the   oilginal. 

J.    Warren, 


WHEN     General  Green,    as  already    related,  rcr 
moved  from  Long-Iflmd,  on  account  of  the  dangerous 

llate 
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fciite  of  his  health,  General  Sullivan  was  appointed  to 
iiiccee«i  him  in  the  command  ;  on  \vhich  1  thought  it 
my  duty  to  communicate  to  him,  the  plan  obferved  iri 
the  government  ot"  the  General  Hofpital,  and  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  to  acqurtinc 
him  with  the  abt)ve  inilruclions  to  JJr.  Warren,  and 
the  mode  in  which  he  managed  his  .department  ;  and 
wrote  him-  a  letter  on  the  fu bje<5l,  that  he  might  the  bet- 
ter retain  the  principal  heads  of  the  proceedings,  in  his 
memory,  fhoiiid  he  have  any  occanon  to  refer  toiheifi, 
in  ilTiiing  out  oiders,  refpecling  the  iick  and  wounded, 
as  the  enemy  were  already  on  Long-Ifland  ;  and  fonie 
important  erigagemcnt  with  theni,  expected  dai!y.  To 
which  1  received  the  following  anfwer  : 

Nsw-Tcrk,    Jiigiiji    21,    1776. 
vS     I     R, 

I  Received  your  favour  of  yeflerday  j  am  mucli 
pleafedwi:h  your  plan,  icfpe-fling  ihc  Surgeons-^ 
Ihaii  take  care  that  it  is  in  every  refpciTt  carried  into  ex- 
ecution 5     and   am,  'with   iti'ptCty 

Your   moft    obedient  Servani, 

JOHN    SULLIVAN. 

Tj  DoHor  MORGAN,    Din^flor-Cencra^ 
C'f  the  Hofpitats^  3<c. 

And  now..  wh'lQ  I  am  on  the  fubjt^t  of  orders;  ifTued 
by  n^iC,  to  ihc  diiu-rent  GL^ntlemen,  i-jr  the  better  ma- 
nagement of  {he  Ger.erjll  Hofpiiah  on  whoie  cr-A-c  I  wa?" 
to  depend  p-inci'.jaHy,  for  thti;-  being  ci>rrird  in:o  exe- 
cution, I  mufl  !?:;:e  the  liberty  to  ob(i;Vf?,  that  were  1 
to  tranfcribe  all  I  liave  ddlvertd  to  tl^-m,  in  v.".r;ing  cii- 
ly,  for  that  p'.i!  pole,"  It  v/ould  rcqui.c  -..  icparate  v-:- 
Inrne. 

To  D^.iTlor  Foflfr,  as  being  the  cUcft  Surgeon,  I 
wrote  raucb  and  ofen  5  rnd  have  now'  before  r.ie,  co- 
pies of  various  orders  to-himyina  fej 
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■?»'hicli  i  will  only  meniion  dates,  and  occafions,  wltlioiit 
detaining  the  reader  whh  pariicuiars.  The  firft  (with- 
out date)  was  on  his  fetting  out  from  CambiidgCj  about 
the  latter  end  oF  March,  or  beginning  of  April,  1776, 
to  eflablifh  a  General  Hofpltai,  at  New-York.  Ihe 
next,  likewife  from  Cambridge,  April  22el :  The  next 
was  at  New-Yoik,  on  my  letting  out  from  thence,  for 
the  management  of  the  Hofpital  in  my  abfence,  whilft 
I  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  to  apply  to  Congrefs  for 
further  inftructions,  though  I  came  away  without  ob- 
taining them,  but  not  without  application,  and  as  long 
time  of  attendance,  as  the  General  would  hllow  me. 
The  next,  were  dated  at  New-York,  Auguft  5th,  the 
19th,  the  23d,  and  27th  ;  and  September  the  9th.  The 
next,  was  aifo  at  New-York,  Scpten:-"er  the  I3{h,  for 
the  intended  removal  of  the  iick  and  wounded,  to 
Newark,  refpecling  the  manner  of  their  removal,  and 
the  provifion  to  be  made  for  them,  on  that  occalion,and 
for  taking  care  of  them,  by  the  way.  The  next  are  dated 
September  24,  Oflober  18,  and  20;  November  3d, 
aiid  6ih  j  whilft-  he  had  the  care  and  fuperintendance  of 
?he  iick  at  Newark;  and  of  Dr^ccmber  the  loih  and 
31ft-,  and  January  the  loih,  at  Beihlehem,  for  remo- 
val to  the  eaft  fide  of   Hudfon's  River. 

Numerous  and  particular  are  the  direelions,  which, 
in  like  manner,  I  have  delivered  in  writing,  on  various 
occalions,  as  well  as  verbally,  to  Doctors  Warren, 
Adams,  M^Knight,  Turner,  and  Euflis,  Surgeons  in 
theGv-neral  Hoipital  ;  on  their  being  detached  to  dif- 
ferent places,  for  the  cftablifliment  of  Hofpitals,  for 
the  conveniency  of  the  fick,  in  parts  diftant  from  each 
ether,  in  which  my  dii  e^lions  were  drawn  up  with  con- 
fideration,  and  not  in  a  carelcfs,  negligent,  or  perfunc- 
tory mmncr  ;  for  that  was  neither  the  way,  in  which  I 
chofe  to  do  buunefs  myfclf,  or  to  require  others  to 
perform  it,  who  v/erc  fubjedl  to  my   nuthority. 

I  fhall  now  explain  another  diilicuhy>  to  which  I  was 

often   fubjeclcd. 

It 
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I  T  was  no  unufual  thing  for  Oilicers  and  Regi- 
mental Surgeo  s,  on  detached  polls,  wherever  they 
,  happened  to  be  ftationcd,  though  ever  To  difbant  from 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  whether  on  a  march,  or  a 
retreat,  to  expedl  a  General  Kofpital  to  accompany^ 
or  follow  them  in  the  rear  5  as  if  it  were  pofiible,  like 
the  PolypHS,  though  cut  up  into  ever  l"o  many  pieces, 
that  each  part  fliould  inftantly  repuHuIate,  and  become 
^  an  entire  Kofpital,  properly  furnilhed  with  every  ne- 
ceflary  accommodation,  attendants,  and  conveniences.^ 
although  iimidft  Highlands,  alps,  or  ?.  forfaken  and 
wafled  country,  without  any  helper  aiTifirance  fioin 
thofe  who  had  the  command  ,  or,  as  if  it  were  poflible 
to  fave,  or  remove  the  weighty  and  cumberfome  appa- 
ratus, every  where,  with  as  much  expedition  as  they 
could  retreat,  and  without  any  rr^gard  to  the  unfitnefs 
of  the  place  for  a  General   Hofpital. 

I  hope  no  intention  of  difrcfpecl  will  be  imiputed 
to  me,  when  I  am  fometimes  necefTarily  obliged  to  make 
!  life  of  the  nimes  of  Gentlemen  of  rank,  for  whom  E 
^  have  a  perfonal  and  due  refpe6l,  in  the  courfe  of  relat- 
ing fa£ls,  which  the  vindication  of  my  condufl:  requires 
I  (hould  dilcufs,  with  all  becoming  freedom,  I  think 
it  proper  to  guard  againft  fiich  a  wrong  fuppoiltion,  on 
the  pvefent  occafion. 

At  a  time  when  I  had  formed   General   Hofpitals   at 
Newark,     Hackinfack,     North-Caflle,    Stamford,    and 
Korwalk,  all  crQ\7ded  with  lick,  to  the  number  of  near 
•  '00  men  ;  and  of  courfe,  the  Hofpital  Suigeons,  who 
re    not    numerous,    ll:ationed    at   variouG   diflances, 
tiiiough  a  fpace  of  near  an  hundred  miles,  were  fully  em- 
ployed, I  received    a  letter   fronv    General    Hc.ith,  ac 
Peck's-Klll  •,   of  all  pir.ce:-.  I  have  feen    one  of  ih)i  worflV 
th?t  c  uld    be   thought    of  for  a   General    Hofpital,'  as 
1  for  want  of  accommodations,  as  of  a  propsr  ccun- 
.//,  to  fupport  it  :    It  bore  date,  Novem.ber   the    rgth, 
on  which  he  obferved,  that  there  was  neiiher    General 
Hofnitrd,  nor  auy  one   General   Hofpif?d  /^ufgenn.   at' 
Q  that 
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tliat  poll:  ;  that    he  received  daily   compLiints  from  ths 
Colonels  of  the  lcvt?ial  regiments,  of  ;lie  lufft:rin£s  and  ' 
dif^reflls  of  the  Regimental  fi(k  ;   and  that    **  the  neg- 
lect of  them,  was  likely  to  prove  very  pt  ejudicial  lo  the 
inliftmcnt  of  a  new  aimy." 

From    the  iimilarity   of  language    in  this   letter,  the 

compUiints  of  officers  concerning  the  fiifferings  ofthefick, 

and  the  evil  confcqueRces  ih.ri  were  p.edicftcd.  of  their 

proving  prejudicial    to  the  inliftment    of  a   new  army, 

I  was    apprehe:ifive    of  the  Irtmt    influence,    and    was 

determined,  if  I  could  any  way^  prevent  it,  they  fhould 

not  have  it  in  their  power  to  lay  the  fault   at  my  door. 

.1  might,  indeed,  have  rem<  nlhared  to  tht  Gential   that 

k  was  the   duty  of  the    Regimental    Surgeons  to    fend 

their  fick,  whom    th  y    couid  (  oi   take  care    of,  to  the 

nearefl:    branch   of  the    General   Holpital,  wherever   I 

thought  it  mod   convenient   for  fixing  it,   and    which  I 

never  did,   without  fii  11  adv'fing  with    the  officers  wh^ 

werein  chief  command,   that    they  might    be  pr(  perly 

taken  care'of  :  But  inftead  of  that,  the  Gcneial  liolpi^ 

tal  was   expc<51:ed  to  attend   every  movement  of   theirs, 

not  fo  much  ior  fending    their  lick  into  it,  as  to  claim 

fupplies  from   it,  or    Hofpital   Surgeons  to  attend  tl^eir 

regiments  as  was  fometimes   requiied,  whilft  they  were 

abfent,  and  fcattercd  thj  ough  the  neighbouring  States, 

in  purfuing  th/^    uniform  fchcme    they   conifanrly    kvpt 

in  view,   of  eftablilhug  Regimental  Hoipirals,  for\\M(h 

they  explored  liiltant  towns,  and   retirevl    to  them  \^''ili 

part  of  their  fick  ;    'fb:!'.'    phc'  s  h  rame  an  atylum  for 

idlenefs,  riot  and   diffip:  li   u     fo»    w.  rn   once  rhry   got 

into  fuch    plarts.   th^  y  were  in  no  haite  to   return,  and 

tlVc   numbers   that    reforted   to   th^m,  increalcd  amaz- 

intdy. 

On  receipt  of  General  Heath's  letter.  I  detcmined 
to  ride  from  Noith-Caflle  to  Peek*s-Kill,  tow.it  up- 
on  him,  and  concert  the  rh^c.-fl'iry  I;  ps  to  be  rakcn, 
for  accomplifhing  his  defire,  which  I  ^'id  ;  but  fi  i>  \ 
repiclented   to  him,  how  impradlicable   the  t'efi  n   of 

havinp: 
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having  a  General  Hofpital  there  was,  unlefs  convenient 
qu  iners  \v;:re  fni^  in  readinels  ^  that  ihe  providin^g 
quaiters  for  the  rect  piion  of  ihe  men  being  in  the 
Quarrcrmafter  General's  d.  partment,  was  under  Gene- 
jraTiieatri's  command,  and  not  in  my  power  ;  bnt  if  Jie 
woud  undertake  to  give  ludi  orders,  as  would  be  exe- 
cuted, for  the  appropiiating  and  fittir.g  up  rooms  and 
births,  for  300  lick,  and  would  enforce  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  Congiefs,  October  9th,  to  allow  no  Re- 
gimental Holpitals  in  the  ncighbomhcod  of  the  Gene- 
ral Hofpitai ;  and  would  call  on  ihe  Regimental  Sur- 
geons, to  remain  with  their  refp;  61ive  corps,  agreeable 
to  General  Walliington*s  plealure,  of  November  5  j 
and  to  make  fucli  regular  returns  of  die  iick,  that  I 
could  know  the  flitte  of  them  ;  ordering  fome  atten- 
dants on  the  liofpicrtl,  that  would  be  much  wanted,  I 
would  forthwith  fend  a  detachment  of  the  General 
Kofpiial  tQ  attend  hin  commands.  I  acquainted  hira, 
that  it  would  anlv/u  no  purpofe,  bat  to  bring  unmerit- 
ed reproach  on  the  hoffsital,  if  Gentlemen  were  ienr  up 
to  take  charge  of  it,  and,  when  they  came,  no  quar- 
ters could  be  had  for  their  accommcdation,  or  that  of 
the  fick*. 

That  the  nature  of  the  eftablifliment  and  manage- 
ment of  a  Military  Ilofpital  might  be  the  better under- 
ftood,  I  drew  up,  November  20,  an  account  of  what- 
ever was  neccflary,  for  providinfr  quarters  and  accom- 
moda  ions,  furRldiing  of  fupplics,  and  for  the  I'esular 
admiiiion,  care  and  attendants  on  the  fick,  wiih  the  ne- 
cefTary  reports  to  be  made,  from  time  to  time,  to  con- 
ducf  muters  with  regularity,  audio  difcover  who  do 
their  duty,  and  who  reglecfl:  it  5  To  that  if  complaints 
are  made  of  the  fufieiings  of  the  fick,  it  may  be  knov/n 
where  the  fault  lies,  and  hoy/  to  correct  it.  riiefe  I 
enclofed  in  my  letter  to  him. 

In  return,  the  General  '^  thanked   me  by  letter,  ap 
proved  of  my  care  and  attention,    and    commended  ni : 

phins 
**    -f^  xy  conphiats  on  iUz  hc?J,  page  45, 
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plans  tnd  diredlio'^s  -,  and,  as  General  SuUivan  jbad 
d  -  ic  lefcwe*  promilVd  to  take  care  that  they  were,  in 
cvc  y  I  fpr6i  CMi-ied  into  exccinion.'* 
'  Doi^toi  vdanis,  and  Do£lor  M 'Knight,  fuccefHvely 
v/ai  eel  upon  GcKeial' Hcaih,  by  n^y  de0re,  to  rt  que  ft 
th.i*.  he  wouid  order  fuch  quarters,-  for  the  lick  at 
P.rvk's-Kiii,  as  wcic  necciraiy  tor  a  General  Hoipiial^ 
Avhich  ihiy  were  to  dirt £1  •  but  never  could  be  provid- 
ed wuh  any  proper  accommodations,  when  they  were 
th^^rc  :,  but.  were  obii^^^d  to  crois  the  Highl;3nds,  to 
Fifli-Kills,  twenty  miles  off,  before  they  could  meet 
wun  any  fuiiable  place,  for  the  reception  and  accom- 
jiiodaiion  ©f  the  fick.     ' 

Of  the  clamours  of    Pvegimental   Surgeons^ 

from    want   of    Mt-dicines. 

O  F  all  the  coniplainrs  that  have  been  made  in  refpe<£t 
to  the  liifferings  of  the  iick,  none  have  been  fo  loud 
iind  clamoious,  as  thole  pioceeding  from  a  want,  or 
pietendcd  vvar.t  of  metlicines.  ^  1  proc  ed,  therefore,  to 
cxan.ine  into  the  nature  and  caufcs  of  tlicfe  complaints, 
and  i  doubt  not  to  be  able  to  convince  the  impartial 
world,  and  Cong  efs  itfflf,  that  whether  or  not  thcf 
GL-nih.men,that  compofe  that  illuftious  body  can  juft- 
ly  exculpate  th-^mfelves  from  the  chargt  ot  ncgle^,  in 
not  p'ovidii.g  the  necellary  iupplies  of  medicines,  for 
the  Regimental  Surgeons,  ai.d  lu'  n)fliing  them  there- 
with in  leafon  tobe  or  life  to  them.,  I  am  hee  from  any 
merited  blame,  on  that  account.  And  1  wifli  the  reader 
toremark.that  the  com.plainis,  on  account  of  theiuffer- 
ings  of  the  iick,  from  w^nt  of  medicines,  were  but 
mcie  whifpers  before  the  battle  and  retreat  from 
Long-lll.vnd,  compared  to  the  clamours  from  that  time 
forwards. 

r'iom  the  day  of  that  retreat,  Auguft  28,  1776,  a 
dreadlul  fcene  of  confufion  and  di'.order  took  place, 
which  had  a  particular  cfieft  in  disjointing  all  «he  mea- 
fures  of  the  Hegimerital  burgeons,  and  involving  the 

affairs 
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-affairs  of  the  General  Hofpital  departmerat,  fo  far  as  it 
was  complicated  therewith,  in  the    gieatell   difHcuJtieSj, 

for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Thefe  mistoi  tunes  were  increafed  by  the  obflinacy  of 
the  Regimental  buigeons,  in  v/iihfianding  the  orders  of 
Congrefs  j  in  '.vhich  they  were  ftiil  fupported  by  offi- 
cers, who,  to  put  the  moft  favourable  conftrudtion  oa 
their  motives,  were  cither  not  acquainted  with  the  de- 
terminations of  Congrefs  relpcfting  them,  or  not  fkit- 
ful  in  the  «iuties  of  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  the  na- 
ture of  Military  i'ofpitals  ;  or  they  were  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  proper  arrangement  in  fettling  the  duties  of 
the  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  providing  them  with  the 

roper  means   of  difcharging   thole  f!uties.     This   may 

e  imputed  to  the  vaft  variety  of  bufinefs;  that  coii- 
ftantly  occupied  the  Congrefs,  which  did  not  leave 
them  fuliicien:  leifuie  to  attend  to  them,  or  their  not 
fuiiicicntiy  underflanding  the  jfubje£l,  from  the  dch£t 
of  experience,  on  the  firft  raifing  of  an  army  ;  whereas 
they  ought  to  have  been  early  provided  with  medicines, 
inlhumrnis  aiid  handagc.3.  by  a  Continental  Druggiftj, 
or  chofen  Connnittee,  befoie  the  campaign  began  ': 
And  the  militia  which  came  late  to  the  field,  fliruld 
have  been  pr  vided  by  the  dilTcrent  States,  before  they 
joined  the  army  :  Some  of  ,ihem  did  not  come  till  juft 
before,  and  many  not  till  after  the  retreat  from  Long- 
Ifland  ;  and  then  came  wholly  tinp-ovided  Avith  thofe 
articles,  at  a  time  when  it  was  impoffible>  if  there  had 
been  ever  fo  great  a  plenty  of  medicines  in  the  hof- 
pital or  army  fubje<ft.  as  both  were,  to  continual  move- 
ments,and  when  the  officers  of  the  liofpital  were  divided, 
and  as  bufily  employed  as  men  could  be  in  taking  care  ct 
thefickand  vvoundtdjtodHpenfe  them  out  to  all  applyers. 

I  eaily  forefaw  that  this  evil  might  happen,  and  ns  ear- 
ly pointed  it  out  to  the  General,  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, for  the  fake  of  applying  a  remedy,  and  of  not 
being  burdened  with  the  charge  of  it,  as  may  be  feen  in 
ii^y  letter  to  him)  page  32.     The  contents   of  this  let 

ter. 
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jt-er,  I  alfo  co;7imunJcnted  to  Congrcfs,  the  iiril  oppor-^ 
tunityH  had  for  doing  it,  in  pcrfbn,  which  \vas  in  June 
following. 

And  atter  the  retreat  from  Long  Ifland,  I  defcribed 
niv  own  fituatio-n  to  them,  arA  that  of  the  Regimental 
Surgeons,  in  the  live  ieft  terms  I  could,  praying  for 
farther  affiftance,  and  po  nting  out  the  means  of  it, 
v/ithout  fuccefs,  as  my  letteis  to  dilTeient  members  of 
the  Medical  Committee,  will  abundantly  prove  ;  but 
all  my  arppiications,  on  this  fubjecSl,  were  in  vain.  I 
never  received  the  leaft  affiftance  from  them. 

In  my  nauaiive  to  General  Wafliington,  from  page 
7,  to  pige  12,  I  have  defoibed  what  pains  1  had  been 
at,  to  make  provlfl  n  of  medicines,  for  the  Regiment- 
al Sutgeons,  and  to  have  the  mode  of  furniihing  the 
fuppiies  clearly  and   properly  eflablifhed. 

i'o  what  J  then  wrote,  I  have  nov/  lo  add  feme  fur- 
ther obfervations,  to  free  me  from  any  mifreprefent- 
atioh,  on  this  head. 

When  I  made  an  o.fi'cr  of  my  befl:  fervices  to  the  Me- 
dical Committee  of  Congrefs,  to  lupp'y  the  Regiment- 
al Surgeons  at  New- York,  with  regimental  chtfts, 
though  not  in  my  line  of  duty  to  do  io  •,  it  was  noi  be- 
caufe  i  v.'iHied  for  rhe  employ,  b^ng  already  burdened 
with  much  more  buiinefs  than  belonged  to  my  place, 
but  bscaufe  I  did  not  find  that  Congrefs  had  taken  any 
llepfortHe  purpofe  ;  and  was  apprehenfive,  left  when 
the  evil  ariiing  from  the  neglect  thereof,  fhould  be 
more  ferifibly  felt  and  complained  of,  the  ill  confequcn- 
ces  of  that  neglect  would  be  charged  upon  me  ;  and  I 
expected  theieby  to  get  rid  of  a  11  ill  greater  evil,  with 
w-hich  1  heard  I  was  ihi'eatened,  as  i  told  the  Commit- 
tee, that  of  being  called  on  to  furniili  the  hofpitals  and 
regiments,  in  the  northern  department,  with  inftru- 
ment  ,  medicinef,  &c.  a  thing  impraiSlicable  in  my  fi- 
tuation,  and  in  the  exhnufted  ftate  of  America  in  i-e- 
fpecl  to  them.  And  1  ftill  expelled,  if  Congrefs  ac- 
cepted of  my  propofal,  they  v.'ould  have  appointed  an 

npoihccary 
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apothecary  for  the  army,  dirtin<fl  from  the  hofpital  ;  or 
to  have  had  the  medicines  put  up  at  Phihi  Iclphia,  in 
proper  chefts  for  regiments, to  befent  to  camp,duly  pre- 
pared, of  which  I  left  with  the  Committee  a  proper  lift 
for  the  purpofe.  But  what  is  furprizing,  thty  never 
gave  mc  any  anAver  to  thefe  proooJal^,  fo  that  riotwith- 
ftanding  I  engaged  in  the  biifificfs,  1  never  was  proper- 
ly authorized,  or  alliftcd  for  the  difcharge  of  that  fla- 
■yifii  employment  *,  a'though,  it  Teems,  I  was  anfwc'rable 
for  the  confequcnces  of  my  oiFer,  as  though  I  had  beea 
enabled,  in  every  refpeiSl,   to  perform  it. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  to  charge  th^  Committee  with 
negieiH:  in  this  buiinefs.  All  1  mean  is  to  defend  my- 
ftlf  againft  any  imputation.  What  anfwer  d'd  they 
ever  give  me  on  that  fubje(5t  ?  None,  except  what  is 
contained  in  a  refolvc  of  Congrefs,  July  I7th5  of  which 
Jknew  nothing,  till  that  month  was  nearly  expired  ; 
for  when  Iwas  obliged  by  the  General's  order  to  return 
to  camp,  they  had  conie  to  no  dererminaiion.  Nor, 
do  thole  lefolves  enjoin  it  as  a  duty  :  They  only  forbid 
the  Regimental  Surgeons  to  draw  any  thing  from  the 
hofpital,  except  inll:ruments  and  medicines 

That  it  was  not  the  intention,  liowcver,  of  Con- 
grefs, to  give  them  a  right  to  demand  thefe,  except, 
as  mentioned  in  the  printed  letter,  page  72,  (a  copy  Ot 
which  I  had  laid  before  the  Committee  in  June,)  in 
fmall  quantities,  only  tofeive  them  till  they  could  be 
fuppiicd  from  any  ncighbourmg  pbce,  is  evident  frora 
the  following  corhderation. 

The  Congrefs  had  committed  their  {trek  of  medi- 
cines at  Philadelphia,  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Vv^illiam 
Smith,  and  by  a  vote  of  iheiis  appoi.ited  him  Coirti- 
nental  Diugg'ft,  or  Cor:nuiiiary  of  Medicinal  Store;^, 
for  which  they  allovv-ed  him  p.^y,  equal  t':>  yo  .!o liars 
per  mrnth.  What  was  I  to  conclude  hem  heisce,  bvst 
tluit  the  Congrefs  h:Hl  let  n  fir  and  pr(^pe)'  it  was  it 
Ihou^d  have  done  it  long,  b'.'oie  to  itli  ve  me  f  om  a 
taflv   fcre't^n  to  my  llaiion,  and  eo  proTide.a  perfcn  ca 

purpofe 
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purpofc  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  Regimental  Sur- 
geons :  And  that  this  was  their  idea,  will  appear  far- 
ther probable,  if  it  may  be  fuppofed  the  mind  of  Con- 
grefs  was  known  ro  one  of  thciiMembei s,who,  fome  time 
after  this,  in  a  letter  he  wrote  to  mc,  expieffes  himfclf  as 
follows  :  "  Wiih  lefpedt  to  i'npplying  the  Regimental 
Surgeons  with  medicines,  1  am  fully  of  opinion  that 
the  Dire<n:ois  cannot  well  attend  to  it,  but  the  applica- 
tion ought  to  be  to  ihem,  in  the  firfi:  inftance,  and  they 
to  fign  orders  on  the  Continental  Diuggift  for  fo  ma- 
ny chefts  as  they  fliall  judge  neceffary,  and  have  the 
medicines  aiforted,  as  they  fhiH  think  proper." 

In  regap.d   To  instruments   •,  anxious  to  have 
it  in  my  pow-tr  to  fui  nifh  the  holpitals  more   plentiful- 
ly, as  I  had  found  it  neceflliry  to  inci  eafe  the  number  of 
Hofpital  Surgeons  and   Mates,  and  to  reciuit  my  ftock 
of  raedicines,  which   was  almof^    wholly   exhaufted  of 
capital  articles,  I  fent    D*  dtor  Binniy   to  Philadelphia, 
a    gentleman    of    the    hofpital,      in   whofe   zeal    and 
aftivity    I  placed   great  reliance,  to   forward  to   camp, 
with  all  dilpatch,  what   medicines  I   had   there    of  my 
own,  and  as  much  is  he  could  procure  from  Congrefs, 
for   I  could   not  be  fufficiently  fupplied  at    New-York. 
I  enjoined  him  to  ufe  the  utmuft  diligence  to   purchafe 
inftruments,  if  to  be  had,  ready  made,  or  to   engage  a 
WO)  kman  to  make  a    great   number  of  fets,  on  my  ac- 
count.     He   foon    informed   me,  by  letter,  that   there 
were  no  inftruments  to  be  purchafc^d  at  any  rate  ;    and 
that  the  only  workman  in  thf  city  that  could  make  fur- 
geon*s  mftiumen's  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Mar/hall,  for  the 
Cong'-efs^    and  that  he  could  not  undertake  any  work 
for  me,  for  a  long  time  to    come.     Is   not  this  an  addi- 
tional proof  that    Congrefs,  in  their    refolves  ®f  July 
17th,  did  not  'nrend  to   make  me    anfwerahle   for  the 
fupplying  of  Regim'  ntal  Surgeons,  cither   wuh  medi- 
cines or  inftrumcnis  j    or,  if  it  was  their  intention  that  I 
fhould  ^urnifh  thrm  ;    why   did  they  nOr  enable  me  to 
do  it  ?   Of  why  did  they  deprive  me  of  the  means  ? 
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By  much  a{!i  luity.  Do£lor  Binney,  who  wns  detain* 
cd  near  a  month  in  Phi  acielphia.  at  length  jeit  tor- 
ward  fuch  a  (upp'V  of  meJiciors  as  he  couid  p<ocure, 
which  was  vciy  different,  however,  from  -he  liit  I  had 
fent  tor.  which  arriv^^d  at  Newark  but  a  Ih^^rt  time 
before  the  retreat  from  Long-Ifl md  It  was  then  un- 
safe to  attempt,  if  not  imp  adticabic  to  get  th«  m  ovct  to 
New-Vork  j  on  which  account,  till  the  aimy  ab.indon- 
cd  the  city,  and  the  hofpital  ftoies  were  ail  removed 
to  Newark,  they  remained  there,  wjiei  e  ihry  had  b  en 
left,  except  fome  articles  which  weie  wantt  ^  to  lupplf 
the  General  IrlofpitaL  formed  at  this  time  neai  Kmgs» 
bridge,  towards  which  place  the  army  had  rct^ea^rd, 
I  fixed  Mr.  Cutting,  ^flit>ant  Apothecary,  at  Newark j 
which.  I  confidered  as  i!\e  moil  convenient  and  proper 
place  Ht  the  time,  for  ftoi  ing  the  medicines  I  had  col- 
UCtcd  there,  and  rsf^rred  iuch  Regimental  Surgeons  as 
applied  to  me  for  medicines,  to  him  This  bei  g  my 
magizine  of  all  that  were  moft  v-iluable,  or  mtfkm  de- 
mand, I  felt  the  lofs  more  fenfibly,  when  they  wcie  ta- 
ken out  of  my  hands,  in  fo  irregular  a  roaiinei,  as  I 
have  already  dcfcribcd  in  the  iirft  part  of  this  work. 

I  >^  no  part  oF  the  vaft  variety  of  duty  and  fatigue 
that  I  went  through,  have  I  been  fo  icnlible  of  ILL 
TREATMENT,  a<  in  whit  related  to  the  fupplies  of 
medicines  and  hofpital  ftores,  except  the  mose  fliame- 
ful  and  injurious  manner  in  which  I  was  depn'ved  of 
them.  It  is  nsxt  to  impoiliblc  to  dcfcribe  the  tois  that 
myftlf,  and  moft  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  hofpital, 
have  endured  in  that  bufinefs  ^  and  the  mjurious  rtfl.^x- 
iows  that  have  been  caftupon  mc,  for  c<>ndu«^ipg  this 
affair,  in  a  way  the  moft  me-itoiious,  is  truly  mattef 
of  aftonifhmtns  and  on'y  to  be  equalled  by  the  treat- 
ment I  met  with  from  Congreis,  in  rciurn  for  all  ihofe 
fervices.  ,- 

To  judge  of  this  matter  clearly,  it  is  neceffary  to  call 
"omind  the  diiilcuUics  under  which  I  laboured  for  want 
R  of 
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(if  AifKcicnt  help,  to  eorfider  the  fcarcity  and  value  ot 
medicines,  and   how    troublefome   or  impracticable  to 
jFOcure   them,  in    Quantity,  in  America.     I   found  no 
large  ftock  on   hand,  when  I   fiift  took   charge  of  the 
hoTpital,  to   fupply   the  vaft  demands  of  an   army,  in 
which  generally  more  is  wafted  than  ufcd  :  The  ftri£lcft 
CBConomy  was  aUb  enjoined  me,  in  fupplying  the  want* 
of  the  hofpital,  however  much  the  plan  of  Gongrffs  is 
ROW  changed.     It   is  worth  obferving   here,  that  the 
firft  piece  of  bufin^fs  the  Congrefs  employed  me  in,  af- 
ter  my  appointment  to   the  Dire£lor-Gcneralfhip,  was 
to  look  over  a  lift  of  medicines   made  out  by  my  pre- 
decefTor,  and  not  a  laige  one,  to  fupply  the  immediate 
wants  of  the  hofpital  :    A  Committee  of  Congrefs  put 
it  into  nly  hands,  not  fo  much,  as   I  could  underftand, 
to  add  to  it,  if  I   thought   necefTary,    as  to   curtail  it : 
What  was   faid  on   the   occafion,  at  Icaft,  looked  that 
way.     With  fuch  views,  iuch  wants,  and  fuch  ceconO- 
my,  demands  were  made  on  me,  from   all  quarters   of 
the  army,  and  out  of  the  army,  to  diftaot  parts  of  the 
country.     All  the  affiftance   Congrefs  allowed  by  their, 
original  eftablilhment   to  procure,  aflbrt,    prepare  and 
difpenfe  medicines,  was  one  apothecary.     It  being  im- 
poflible  to   perform  this  fervicc,  without  further*  help, 
a  mate   had   been  employed  before  my  arrival,  and  an 
affiftant  with  little  more  than  foidiers  pay,  whom  I  alfo 
found  here  on  my  arrival, and  continued  him  in  his  place, 
without  being  allowed  any  other  help,   till   the  year  was 
almofi:  over  ;    when  the  Congrefs  by  their  third  refolve 
of  October  9,    1776,    at   once,  enjoined   me  to  furnifli 
fuch  further  quantities  of  medicines   and  bedding,    as  I 
might  judge  expedient,  and  impowercd  another,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  deprive  me  of  What  I  had,  with  toil  and 
•    fatigue  immenfe,  colle<Sted,  and  faved  from  dcftru«flion. 
To  be   ordered  by  the   General  to    coHe<ft  medicinal 
ftores.  in   the   manner  already  mentioned,    and   to  be 
iabufed  and  calumniated  for  perfoi  ming  that  duty  ;  and 
after  lupplying  chefts  to  five  battalions  at  Bolton,  near 

fJty 
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fifty  at  New-York,  and  frnt  twenty  more  to  tlic  nsf.v 

thcrn  department,  and  furnifhcd  the  hofpirAls  at  Long- 
Ifland,  New-Yoak,  Nev/ark,  Hickinfack,  and  Kings- 
bridge  ;  and  when  I  made  demands  on  the  Coniinentat 
Druggift,  for  a  rmall  fupply,  to  ailort  what  remained  oq 
hand,  not  to  be  furnilhca  with  that  neccflary  fupply, 
was  hard  to  be  born  :  A.nd  yet  to  W  bciited  like  a  bear 
at  the  ftake,  with  incelTint  demands,  and  made  rcfpon? 
fible  for  the  clamours  of  the  Regimnital  Surgeons,  for 
all  the  wants  of  new  troops  daily  ariMving,  without  fup* 
p'ies,  and  for  the  iu firings  of  the  fick,  ariflng  from, 
their  oppoHtion  to  Genera!  Orders  *,  and  fo  arifuliy 
excited  that  if  I  was  at  the  General  Hofpital,  crys  were 
raifcd  becaufe  I  was  not  at  camp,  ^nd  if  at  camp,  that 
they  could  not  rriect  me  at  the  General  Hofpital,  wa? 
not  lefs  intolerable.  The  fame  noife  pervaded  from  the 
remoteft  towns  in  the  neighbouring  States-,  to  which 
the  Reginiemal  Surgeoa»>  had  conveyed  the  lick,  b^^yond 
the  reach  of  relief,  to  terrify  and  alarm  the  country. 
Nor  were  thefe  circumftaaccs  fufHcient  to  iiil  up  the 
meafure  of  my  diftrefs.  The  moft  affcfling  repiefent- 
ations  were  made  to  the  General,  from  the  diftance  of 
feveral  hundred  miles,  afcribing  the  misfortunes  of  the 
army,  ready  to  mutiny  at  the  northward,  \o  me,  when 
I  had  early  acquainted  Congrefs  with  their  fiiuation, 
and  prayed  for  relief  for  them  in  vain,  although  no 
part  of  my  care.  And  notwithftanding  I  had  fen t  them 
what  I  could  fpare  from  my  own  i^ock,  and  officers  to 
ailill  them,  at  the  carneft  requcft  of  the  director  ;  I 
never  met  with  the  leafl  acknowledgment  for  thefe  fer- 
Tices  from  the  Congrefs  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
ftrangeil  and  mod  uncival  returns  from  the  Sccretaryj 
only  for  prefjming  to  inquire  of  him,  concerr.ing  the 
nature  of  the  appointments  Congrefs  had  niade  in  fomc 
ether  departments,  for  the  care  qf  the  iick,  rhat  I 
might  the  better  underftand,  and  underftanding.  better 
perform  ray  own  duty.  Can  there  be  a  more  Ihiking 
inftancc  ^f  ingratltmic  than  I  hare  met  ia  the  whole  of 
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mv  trearm«nr,  wVicrethe  obligations  to  fhew  me  a  Trery 
diiiereat  oaCv  foi  niy  artention  to,  and  tof  the  manner 
or  dilcharging  my  tiuft,  were  neither  fmall  nor 
few. 

i  fhaUhcre  relate  an  inftance  ofinfolcnt  and  injurious 
treatment  1  met  wiih,  for  what  I  had  not  done,  in 
piace  of  thaaks  tor  what  I  had  done  to  ferve  the  nor?- 
then  J  pAiimenr  li  Is  co^t-'ined  in  a  letter  from  a 
cei.tr^in  r'arion  David  '^yty  to  Doftor  Lind,  and  for» 
waicco  Dy  h  Tj  o  the  G.  ncral.  in  September  laft  5  in 
W!uck,  .^fier  gv.M.g  a  high  Wi ought  delcription  of  the 
iulFcring-  of  ihr  lick,  at  the  akes,  for  w^ant  of  medi- 
cints  he  innoducts  this  viiultiit  af^eifion  :  **  ^'ien  of 
cMct  confideiation,  (<ays  ht)  aie  mo»e  than  vinea- 
fy  on  "^his  h^^d  and  do  not  hffitat'  to  Ipeak  fieciy  of 
^'i\  rate  ch  M.iSif- s,  as  'h*  autiojs  of  thofe  calamities, 
fc^me  blamiDg  the  Corgi ei«  "and  fome  the  Surgeon-Gc- 
.nctal,  (memingthe  Djr'(£l  -(T^pcral)  of  the  Ameri- 
can A..iuy  and  fome  the  Dre^lor  of  the  Northern  De- 
parim£)U.  For  my  pa  i,  continues  this  rpvtrtnd  ca- 
lunmiarov  ^  will  n'  ■  J -y  which  of  them  is  the  moft 
guil  y  bur  this  I  wil*  aSi  m,  that  gieat  guiit  lies  at 
UiTiii  one's  d<  01  "  S'lai  ge  that  a  preacher  ol^  the 
golpcl  which  b- rathe- cha  ity  to  all,  and  efpecially  to 
ftran^'c'S  (houid  carry  the  poifon  of  afps  under  his 
ton  :ue  and  Ipout  forth  his  venom  at  this  indifciiminate 
rate,  agninft  p^  1  (bns  whom  he  knows  little  of,  as  is  the 
cafe  at  lei(t  t >f  one  that  had  nothing  to  do  in  this 
hiartei  bur  as  an  acl  of  cxtia-official  btntvolence,  and 
who.  though  opprclTcd,  as  he  was.  with  the  greainefs 
of  his  own  buidtn,  ftrove  to  mitigate  and  lighten  that 
of  others  i  And  fuch  are  the  grateful  returns  made  to 
him  for  it. 

B  U  T  a  circvimftance  that  happened  at  that  time, 
^hich  1  think  ot  the  moft  conff  qucncc  to  explain  ful- 
ly to  thepubiic  isib'RrMfWAL  'fpaitofthc  Hospi- 
tal Stores  from  Ncw-Yoik  10  Stamiwd,  previous  to 

the 
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the  evacuation  of  Long-Ifland,  and  from  thence  to  the- 
interior  pans  of  Connc(Sticut  ;  as  this  tranfa^tion  was 
laid  hold  of  as  a  handle  of  cenfure  againft  mc.  and 
h^duced  the  General,  by  one  of  his  aids,  to  wi  hl  to, 
and  acquaint  me  with  the  miferable  lituation  to  v  hich 
the  fick  were  reduceil,  and  the  clamours  excned,  as  it 
was  alledged.  (but  without  leafon.)  for  want  of  medi* 
cines,  as  let  forth  in  my  narrative,  page  12,  and  13,, 
I  fhall  now  prove  the  truth  of  what  1  there  alltdg*  d  ; 
that  it  was  by  his  Excellency's  c  wn  order,  that  I  fhip« 
ped  ihe  ftorcs  which  were  lent  10  bt^nitord  ;  and  ihc 
fending  ihtm  from  thence  farther  iiiiand,  was  by  hi« 
commands,  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time, 
whence  the  GtHeial  himlelf,  and  e^ery  ofher  reafona- 
bleperfon,  muft  bt  fo  far  from  condemning,  that  they 
caniiOt,  injuftice,  but  approve  niy  cc^ndu6l.  1  his  ac- 
count will  likcwife  cvinre  the  imprcifticabiiity  ©f  what 
he  afterwards  infiftcd  upon  I  Ihould  ccniply  with  im* 
mediately  •,  but  will  fhcw,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was 
undertaken  tvith  all  diligence,  and  executed  with  ail 
poflibie  (Jiipatch. 

banguiiic  as  the  generality  of  men  unexperienced  in 
military  operations  were,  that  the  ftrength  of  our 
works,  and  lb  large  an  army  as  we  had,  wert  iufficient 
to  defend  New-York,  agaiiift  all  the  force  that  c(juld  be 
brought  againif  it  ;  others,  of  better  underftanding  and 
coolei  judgment,  had  great  abatements  in  their  belief  of 
it.  At  any  rate,  they  concluded  it  was  very  pcfiible 
the  town  might  be  deftroyed  by  the  (hipping,  whether 
a  landing  was  effected  or  not.  Had  a  fhdl  fallen  a- 
mongft  the  combuftible  articles  of  medicines,  the 
whole  might  be  deftroycd,  to  the  irreparable  lois  of  the 
army,  i  therefore  aflied  the  General  what  he  thought 
of  removing  thofe  articles  that  could  be  beft  ipared 
for  the  prefent,  and  mentioned  Stamford,  as  a  place  to 
which  they  might  be  eafily  tianfported  by  water,  and 
from  whence  they  might,  at  any  pioper  time,  when 
wanted,  be  brought  back  cither  by  water  or  land.     He 

not 


(     134     ) 

i\Qi  6n\y  approved  of  the  propofition  for  their  rem(J<^" 
^^al,  but  ordered  it  tD  be  carried  into  execution,  as  ex*- 
peditioufly  as  1  coitM.  At  this  tiive,  being  the  month 
of  Auguft,  I  had,  as  I  imagined,  fupplied  almoft  every 
regiment  in  the  army,  with  medicine  chefts  :  But  frefli 
demands  occurring  every  day,  and  the  want  of  a  tranl- 
port  vcfTcI,  impeded  the  performance  of  the  Generars 
commands,  for  fome  weeks. 

It  bei.i^  in  the  moft  violent  heat  of  fummer,  and  fo 
^he  lefs  wanted,  I  ordered  the  greater  part  of  the  rugs 
and  blankets,  the  newcft  and  beft  bedding,  of  which  I 
had  colieftcd  a  very  large  flock,  and  a  thoufand  (hcets 
of  which  I  had  lately  got  to  the  amount  of  near  two 
thoufand,  many  of'them  new,  and  a  number  of  new 
ihirts,  at  New- York,  to  be  iet  apart  for  the  puipofe  ; 
2nd  a  large  quantity  of  heavy  hofpital  furniture,  fome 
of  the  largell  bell  metal  and  iron  mortars,  a  ntwiiber  of 
crates  of  vials  and  gaily  pots,  the  largeft  bottles,  with 
the  moft  bulky  articles,  and  thofe  in  the  lead  demand, 
as  fome  hogflaeads  and  caiks  of  cafcarillajaftd  other  fuch 
particulars  as  we  could  beft  fpare,  to  accompany  them. 
To  thefe,  I  ordered  a  ihare  of  whatever  we  had  in  fo 
great  a  plenty,  as  not  to  fear  being  foon  deflitute  of 
them,  to  be  added,  with  a  fmall  alTortment  of  chofen 
medicines,  to  be  made  up.  and  kept  together  in  one 
or  two  fuitable  boxes,  as  a  referve,  moft  likely  to  be 
wanted,  and  the  mofteafily  to  be  got  at,  on  any  preffing 
occalion  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Britifli  troops  landed 
at  Long-Ifland,  and  many  oiHcers  and  fome  Surgeons, 
perhaps  the  very  men,  who  were  afterwards  forcmoft 
in  the  clamour,  for  want  of  medicines,  came  to  the  hof- 
pital, and  exprefling  their  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety, 
took  upon  them  to  be  very  importunate  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  hofpital  ftores.  I  met  the  Adjutant- Gene- 
ral, and  told  him  in  what  ftate  they  were,  and  as  re- 
ports of  fome  frigites  being  fhortly  expe(5led  to  appfear 
in  the  found  prevailed,  I  propofed,  once  more,  to  know 
the  Gcnerars  mind,  with  regard   to  the  removal  of  the 

ftores  ; 
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ilores  ;  He  told  me  he  had  heard  the  General  exprcftj 
himfelf  on  the  fubjedt  very  lately,  with  wilhcs  of  their 
being  gone  *,  whereupon  he,  believing  it  to  be  fo,  in- 
formed him  of  fuch  his  itflurance,  that  they  were  alrea- 
dy lent  away  ;  and  u:  ged  me  to  lofe  no  time  to  have  it 
done.  A  imall  tranlpcii  being  forthwith  engaged,  the 
abovementioned  ftores,  amoubting  to  eighteen  tons, 
were  immcdiarely  put  on  board,  and  lent  cff,  under  Jhs 
care  of  Do<Stor  Ledyard,  of  the  hofpital  j  they  were 
fafely  landtd  at  Stamford,  and  committed  to  the  care 
X)f  John  Lloyd,  Efqi  of  that  place,  who  ftored  theni 
in  his  own  houfe. 

An  appreheniion  and  alarm  prevailing  foon  a^ter^ 
-that  the  enemy  were  about  to  make  a  ludden  defcent 
upon  that  place,  and  might  deftroy  the  ftores  if  not  re- 
moved farther  from  the  found  j  Mr.  Lloyd  wrote  ta 
the  General  on  the  fnbjedl,  and  received  his  commands 
in  return  ;  in  purfuance  of  which  the  Committee  had 
them  removed  further  into  the  interior  country,  and 
particularly  the  mofb  Valuable  were  conveyed  to  no  lefs 
a  diftance  than  fifty  miles,  for  fafety  •,  oi  which  1  had 
no  notice  at  the  time,  but  have  fincc  obtained  a  copy  of 
the  General's  order  for  their  removal,  and  a  certificate 
from  the  Commiiice  at  Stamford,  of  their  removal,  in 
virtue  of  the  Generals  faid  order,  contained  in  the  fol* 
lowing  letter. 

To     J®  HN    Lloyd,     Efquirey  at  Stamford. 

S  I  R|  Nc'iv-Torkf  Augiifc  31,   i?/^- 

1H  A  V  E  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  Ge- 
neral V/afhington,  to  iicknowlcdge  your  farour  of 
this  date,  and  to  rcqueft,  in  his  name,  that  you  will  ap- 
ply to  ths  Committee  of  Stamford  for  alTiftance,  to  vc- 
move  the  flores  in  your  pofl^-ifion,  to  fuch  pi.tcc  or 
places  as  you  jind  ihcy  may  judge  necefTary  for  their,  fe- 
curity.  Whatever  expences  ihall  attend  their  removal, 
will  be  purc^tuaHy  paid,  as  foon  as  the  bill  thereof  is 
rendered.     As  thcfe  ilores   are  of  great  ufe,  and  may 

be  . 
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be  of  the  utraoft  confequence,  and  things  are  fo  cir- 
cumftanced  here,  that  pei  fens  and  carriages,  proper  to 
convey  them,  canaot  be  lent  \  hi*  ExceliCiicy  is  hope- 
ful you  will  excule  this  trouble,  and  that  yours  and  the 
Coaimittce's  kind  exertions,  will  moft  readily  be  em- 
ployed upon  this  occafion. 

I  ana.  Sir,   your  mofl  obedient  Servant, 

ROB.   H.  HARRISON,  Secretary. 

A  true  Copy,  John    Lloyd. 

Long-lfland  was  abandoned  to  the  Brltifli  troops, 
3  days  before  the  date  of  the  above  letter  ;  and  in  lefs 
than  3  weeks  more,  New-York  alfo  fell  into  their 
hands.  With  difficulty  could  the  remaining  hofpiial 
ftores  be  faved,  by  tranfporting  them,  over  the  North 
River  to  the  Jerfeys,  and  thence  to  Newaik.  And  yet 
it  was  within  ten  days,  from  that  time,  and  whiift  1  was 
taking  meafuies  to  overlook  and  put  in  order  the  medi- 
cines, and  to  get  a  frefh  lift  of  capital  articles,  wanted  to 
aflTort  them,  that,  owing  to  the  clamours  beforemen- 
tioned,  I  received  that  fevere  and  unmerited  reprehen- 
fion,  quoted  in  my  narrative,  page    13. 

1  wrote  to  Philadelphia  f»r  medicines,  but  could  get 
none>  or  next  to  none.  The  Gentlemen,  to  whom  I 
wrote,  acquainted  me  their  {hops  were  exhanfted.  From 
the  Continental  Druggift  I  obrained  a  very  fmall  (upply 
indeed,  with  a  proper  apology  for  it. 

U«der  all  thefe  difficulties,  1  did  not  flacken  my  en- 
deavours to  obtain  a  fupply.  I  fent  through  the  dif- 
fer^^nt  States  of  New-England,  and  applied,  in  perfon, 
to  the  State  of  New-York,  at  FifhKills,  and,  not 
long  after,  had  hofpitals  eftabliihed  at  Stamford  and 
Norwalk,  well  fupplied  with  medicines  and  other  fioresj 
the  former  of  which,  received  into  it  above  12,00  pa» 
ticnts,  who  were  coniforiably  provided  for,  under  the 
care  of  D  £1  r  Philip  Turner,  moft  of  whom  recover- 
ed ;  and  the  latter  above  700,  under  the  care  of  Uo^or 

Euftis  ; 


Euftis  ;>  both  of  whom  furoifhed,  from  the  hofpital, 
all  Regimental  Surgions  who  applied,  with  whatever 
medicines  thfy  called  for,  to  the  full  of  their  deipnnds. 
By  the  exadtell  accounts  and  returns  of  the  patients  re- 
ceived into  the  hofpital  at  Stamford,  from  November 
5th,  to  the  time  of  my  diunifiion  being  known  there,  ia 
February  following,  the  amount  was  near  thirteen 
a\indred,  of  whom  the  number,  remaining  in  the  hof- 
^-Ital,  was  then  reduced  to  twenty-five,  in  all.  Doftor 
:iuftis  informed  me,  that  upjvaids  of  fcYcn  hundred 
iick  and  woundtd  were  wcU  provided  for,  by  means 
with  which  l  had  fuihciently  fuiniflied  him,  whom  he 
vas  enabled  to  attend,  mucli  to  their  fatisfaftion  \  and 
xhat  when  he  left  Noiwalk,  in  March,  the  number  re= 
niaining  was  reduced  to  eight  or  ten. 

The  Governor  of  Connecticut  has  alfo  fa- 
voured me  with  the  following  teftimonial  of  my  appli- 
cation to  him  for  afiiftancc,  and  of  ihe  good  eifeft 
of  it, 

BE     IT    KNOWN, 

That  in  the  beginning  of  0<^lober,  177^^  Doftoc 
John  Morgan,  then  Director- General  of  the  Hofpitals, 
of  the  Amevican  Army,  made  application  to  me,  by 
letter,  for  my  affiftance,  in  fupplying  the  troops  of  the 
State  of  ConnecSlicut,  with  medicines  and  other  necef- 
iaries  for  their  fick  •,  mentioning  the  general  want  there- 
of, and  his  inability  (without  feme  aid  of  this  kind)  to 
anf-ver  the  numerous  demands  daily  made  on  him^ 
and  the  confequent  diftrefs  of  the  fick  and  wounded  of 
the  army.  In  compliance  with  which  requcft,  I  im- 
mediately fcnt  DocStor  Philip  Turner,  with  a  quantity 
of  necelTtuy  articles  to  his  afilftance,  and  by  this  means 
the  complaints  of  the  foldiery  were  greatly  lelTened.  ^ 

JONATHAN  TnUMBULL,    Cover- 
nor  of  the  State  of  Connefticut, 
Lebanon^    /ipril  7,  1777. 

§  WERE 
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V7  E  R  E  it  neceflary  to  produce  other  evidences  of 
tlie  pains  I  took  to  acquaint  Congrefs  of  the  fuffering 
condition  of  the  lick,  I  could  refer  to  a  number  of  let- 
ters 1  Iiavc  written  to  ftveral  of  the  members,  contain- 
ing a  particular  hiftory  of  the  movements  of  the  hof" 
pitals  and  fick  ,  during  the  whole  campaign,  particu- 
larly to  Mr.  Gerry,  Member  for  Mailachufciis-Bay, 
and  Dodlor  R.ulh,  of  Philadelphia,  and  eijpecially  ij>  a 
letter  I  wrote  to  the  i-ormer,  C)6tober  6th. 

In  that  letter  I   informed  him  **  of    the   great  cla- 
mours that-prevailed,  at   the  time,  amongft   the  Pf^gi- 
xnental  Surgeons,  becaufe  they   could  not  be   fupplied 
with  every  thing  they  wanted,  from  the  General  Hof'pi- 
tal,  of  which  I  gave  him  a  full  and  juft  reprefentation, 
it  contained,  likewifc,  a  long  and  particular   relation  of 
all  my  proceedings  in  the  care  of  my  department,  from 
the  time  I  entered  into  the  fervicc,  to  that  period,   con- 
formable  to   what   I  have  delivered  in  my   narrative  to 
General  V/afhington.     I  pointed  out  to  him  the  ftate  of 
the  Regimental  Surgeons,  ever   Unce  I  entered  into  the 
lervice.and  the  deft'uute  condition  they  were  in, at  my  iirft 
arrival  in  the  army,  in  refpe^l  to  all  iorts  of  ftores,   iu- 
ftruments  and  medicines.     I   acquainted  him  with  the 
pains   I   had  been  at,  to  furniih  them  with  necefiaries, 
and  the  extent  to  which  I  had  done   it,  with  my  appli* 
cations  to  the  Generaland  Congrefs  to  fettle  the  chan" 
Ziels  of  fupply,  and  with  the  applications  to  me  fromCa* 
nada,  for  that  purpofe.     t  let  him  know,  that  I  h\d  fent 
off  to  the  amount  of  twenty  regimental  cbefts,   for  the 
troops  at  Lake  George  and  Albany,  befides  what  1  had 
fent  to  General. Gates  at  Ticonderoga,  (exclufive  of  be- 
twixt forty  and   fifty  regimental    medicine  chtfts,    fup* 
plied  to  the   forces  under   the  immediate   command  of 
General  Waftiington,)  and  acquainted   him   with  what 
had  been  fent  by  the   General's  order  to   Stamford." 

*'  I  further  gave  him  as  exa£l  a  defcription,  as  it  wa€ 
in  my  power,  of  the  flate  of  the  fick  and  wciinded, 
And  of  the  unufual  complaints  atriongll  the  miUiia  ;  of 
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ihe  continual  vlcifilfudc  in  the  ftate  of  the  fick,  from 
the  various  movements  of  the  army,  and  confequeot 
fliifiings  of  the  hofpital  ;  at":  of  thedifBcuhies  to  which 
this  reduced  the  officers  employed  in  attending  it  ;  of 
the  necefllty  we  were  under  to  remc?£  ths  ftorc;s  and 
lick  to  Newark  ;  and  the  obftacles  we  had  to  overcome, 
under  ma^^y  inconveniences,  to  convey  them  to  a  place 
of  fafety,  and  to  provide  them  wiih  quarters  ;  and  wjth- 
all,  I  told  him  cf  the  unruly  behaviour  of  the  (urgeons 
of  the  militia  regiments,  and  their  tumultuous  appli- 
cations for  medicines  ;  and  informed  him  how  widely" 
they  were  fcatteied  through  the  country  ;  of  the  defer- 
tioQ  of  fome  oF  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  the  calls 
on  the  Mates  of  the   HofpUal  to  fupply  their  places." 

•'*  I  concluded   my   letter  to   him  with  the  following 
obfervations   :      **    ^ppn  the  whole    matter,    it    ap- 
peared to  me,  that  a  generaj  miftake  prsvailed  concern- 
ing the  duty  of  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which   they   ought  to  be   furnilhed  with  inftru- 
mcnts,  medicines  and  necelTary  ftores.     I  gave  it  as  my 
opinion,  in   the    mod   exprefs  terms,* that   th'.'y  ought 
not  to  depend  on    the   General  Hofpital  for  them*,  be- 
cAufe,  in  its  prefent  exhauficd  condiuoo,  and  the  loofe 
lldte  ill  which  every  thing  was,  from  the   fcattcred  con- 
dition  of  the  iick,  and  the   vaft  variety   of  dmy,  and 
infinite  fatigue  of  the  dep?.rtment,  it  was  impofiible  for 
mc  to  furnifli  the  R.egimental  Surgeons,  and  not  efTen- 
tially  injure,  or  totaily  overthrow  the    General   Hoipi- 
tal.     And  obferved  to  him,  that  whiift  there  was  fuch 
a  limitaiion  in  the  number  of  furgeons   and  other  offi- 
cers in  the  hofpital,  an^l  the  Regimental  Surgeons  could 
claim  any  right  to  depend  upon  it   for  fupply  of  what 
they  required,  it  muft  fooa  be  entirely  exhaufted  of  the 
means  of  anfwering  its  defign,  and   be  rendered  wholly 
tifeltfs.     1  therefore  recommended  to  Congrefs,  the  ap- 
pointment of  proper  perfons,  to  look  out,  anol  purchaf(? 
medicirfc?   fufficicnt  for  a  ftore  to  be  formed    at  P.hila- 
delphiaj  t^m  whence  what  might  bs  wanting  for  regi^ 
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mental  utc,  could  be  fent  up   in  proper  cLefts  Jo  every 
Regimental  Surreon,  as  hiis  occafzons  required." 

**  Thus,  loblervcd,  being  Ibmewhat  more  difengaged 
from  the  prclent  innumerable  calls  on  noc,  that  were 
foreign  to  my  duty,  I  fliould  enjoy  more  leifure  for 
what  were  proper  to  my  ftation,  and  then  would  flcctch 
out  fomc  ftribcr  plan  for  the  better  government  of  the 
G-^neral  Hofpital  and  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  the 
beft  means  of  furniihing  the  needful  fupplies.*'  And, 
icon  after,  I  fcnt  fnch  a  lift  of  medicinal  ftores  and 
furgeons  inftrumenis,  &t.  as  I  concluded  would  be  ne- 
cef^iry  for  an  army  of  20,000  men,  for  a  twelvemonth, 
including  both  hofpitals  and  liegiaients. 

I  accordingly  drew  up  the  above  mentioned  pl^n  is  a 
few  days  after,  by  the  Generars.  Ordei's  ;  which  being 
fi!  ft  fubmitted  to  his  rcmavks,  and  thofe  of  Lord  Ster- 
ling, ?.nd  of  General  M*Dougull,  as  it  was  agreed  up- 
on, was  then  forwarded  iliortly  after,  by  General 
I>rDougaU,  to  General  GiC^n,  that  his""  remaiks  being 
added,  it  might  be  returned  to  me,  with  all  difpatch, 
to  compare  the  whole,  and  revifc  it  for  laying  before 
the  Congrefs. 

As  General  Green  ha(^  fhewn  fo  m.uch  zeal  in  the 
sfT  ir,  and  bad  made  fuch  warm  reprefentations,  fuc- 
«:ti3ive]y,  to  General  Wafhington,  and  to  the  Prcfident 
of  the  Congref^,  on  the  fubjetJi,  fctting  forth,  that  if 
the  prefenc  evil  was  not  quickly  remedied,  it  would  fa- 
tally injure  the  fervice  :  1  did  not  doubt,  that  he  would 
give  it  all  poflible  difpatch,  arid  fend  it  to  me,  fo  foon 
as  he  cjould  examine  it.  But  although  I  wrote,  and 
fent  mcfTigc  after  mciTage,  I  could  never  get  it  again, 
till  a  few  days-before  Chriftmas,  when  I  called  on  him 
for  it,  in  pericm,  and  received  it,  without  the  benelit  of  a 
fingic  obfervaiion  of  his,  to  accompany  its  return. 
However,  1  fat  down,  fo  foon  after  as  f  could,  and  re- 
duced the  whole  into  eight  articles,  which  I  cnclofed  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  to  lay  before  Cor?grels,  with  two 
fljects  of  paper,  tont.iining  remarks;  and  rea^ns  in  fup- 
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port  of  ihem.  Of  thefc,  together  widi  \\'hat  1  liad 
communicated  to  the  Committee,  at-  my  confercHCC 
with  them  in  June,  and  to  feveral  of  the  Members, 
in  my  letters  to  the  Preiident  and  others,  I  find  they 
have  not  dildained  to  make  great  ufe,  in  the  arrange 
ments  which  have  fmce  taken  place,  on  a  very  large 
fcale,  and  efpecially  in  what  related  to  the  arrangement 
of  the  fupcrior  officers,  and  the  fubordination  they 
hare  traced  out  in -the  deparimeit. 

I  have  not  mentioned  Gen.  Green's  omiflion  to  per- 
form what  he  undertook,  from  believing  it  to  be  volunta- 
ry ;  but  as  ibme  perfons,  who  having  no  better  rcafon 
at  hand  to  aflign  for  my  removal,  have,  it  Teems,  charg- 
ed me,  with  having  promifed  to  lay  Tome  plan  before 
Congreis,  for  better  regulating  the  department,  and 
having  then  negle<^ed  it  f©r  near  three  months,  during 
which  time,  many  of  the  evils  complained  of,  continued 
without  rcdrefs,  I  thought  it  became  me  to  give  a  true  re- 
lation of  the  caufe  of  that  delry,  fofar  ?is  it  rcfpeftcd 
myfelf.  I  doubt  not  Gd^ncral  Green's  being  able  to 
give  fuch  fubftantial  reafons  for  his  delaying  to  peiform 
his  prciriic,  as  will  be  fully  r^-tisfatTtory  :  But  as  that 
regards  him  more  than  myfsif,  I  leave  it  to  him  to 
ftate  this  matter  as  he  pleafes,  if  he  fhould  chance  to 
think  the  taking  notice  of  it  at  all,  to  be  worthy 
of  his  attention. 

BESIDES  the  afore-defcribed  letter  to  Mr. 
Gerry,  written  with  a  view  to  give  Congrefs  all  necef-- 
fary  information  of  the  flate  ©f  my  department,  and 
every  thiRg  that  had  a  relation  to  it,  to  awaken  their 
>ttention  to  the  flate  of  the  fick  and  Regimental  Sur- 
geonsj  as  well  as  the  hofpital  department,  to  make  what 
refermatiDns  and  amendments  in  it  they  thought  pro- 
per, I  wvote  a  letter  to  Dr.  RuHi,  a  Member  of  the 
Medical  Committee  ;  and  from  the  fame  motive,  my 
anxiety  on  account  of  the  fufFerings  of  the  lick,  to 
loufc  the  attention  of    Congrefs  to  make  this  matter  a 
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i*erious  rubjecV,  before  they  iliould  be  compelled  to  do 
it,  fioai  being  overt:iken  v;ith  thole  calamities  which 
too  loon  after  came  on,  and,  with  the  rapidity  of  a  tor- 
rent, fwept  aw;iy  many  hundreds,  if  not  thoufands,  in- 
to the  oceaa  ot  eternity. 

Although  it  is  a  long  letter,  and  contains  repetitions 
of  matters,  iome  of  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
more  th?-n  once  ;  yet  on  that  very  account,  of  tbcir  be- 
ing repetitions,  they  have  their  ule  ;  and  the  length  of 
my  letter,  at  a  time  when  I  had  fo  much  to  claim  my 
attention,  is  a  proof  that  my  mind  was  deeply  engaged 
iVi  the  fubjr^l:  :  They  carry  with  them  thr  moil  convin- 
cing evidence,  that  if  the  ficU  fuffered,  as  they  indifput- 
ably  did,  more  than  mip'iu  be  expected,  had  the  Con- 
grefs  done  their  part,  cither  in  making  the  necefikry 
provifion,  before  the  campaign  began,  or  underft®ok 
how  to  regulate  m.itters  rightly  at  lirft  ;  or  had  been 
as  attentive,  in  applying  feafortable  remedies,  as  I  was, 
to  point  out  the  difordcrs  and  means  of-  redrefs,  it  was 
not  owing  to  any  neglt^  of  mine,  or  any  fault  that  I 
have  yet  been  reproached  with,  from  v/ant  of  expe- 
rience or  abilities  for  the  tafk,  or  of  zeal  and  activity 
in  difcharging  my  duty  :  But  of  this,  let  the  impartial 
judge.     The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

7'o  DoBor    B  E  N  J  A  M  T  N      R  it  S  H» 

Member  of  the  Medical  Committee  of  CONGPtESS. 

Sir,  HackinfackyOSf.  20,   1776. 

BY  command  of  General  Wafliington,  all  tlie  lick 
and  wounded,  both  in  the  General  Hoi'pital,  and 
tiiofe  remaining  under  the  care  of  Regimen Jal  Sur- 
geons, are  removed  v/iili'n  thefe  two  days,  to  this  fide 
the  ri^'er,  and  chiefly  in  this  neighbourhood  :  They  , 
amount  tb  feveial  hundreds,  in  addition  to  about  300 
who  were  before  removed  to  Newark,  and  4  or  500  in 
Orange  County.  I  have  neither  Commifi'ary  near  at 
hand,  nor  Qn^ai  termaft-ir,  and  brought  with  me  only 
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three  Mates  :  One  Surgeon  who  was  to  follow,  Is  hourlf 
cxpeflt^d.  The  Generars  commands  were  to  l^iave  a  re- 
fpt;ftablebodyof  uiirgeons  and  Mates  above  Kini/fbridge* 
a  general  a<ftion  being  d.ii'y  c.xpf<5led,  as  the  whole  force 
of  the  enemy  is  drawn  to  that  quarter.  So  foon  as  I 
get  this  part  of  the  General  Hofpital  into  order  i'nd  re- 
gularity, I  am  to  return,  and  provide  accommodations 
at  the  WI\iie  Plains,  for  which  indeed  I  gave  the  necef- 
fary  orders  before  I  came  over,  that  in  cafe  the  commu- 
nication by  the  North-River  fhould  be  ciu  c(F,  for  a 
while,  which  no  doubt  the  entmy  mean  to  att?!mpt, 
fuitabie  provifion  may  be  made  for  the  wounded,  fliould 
there  be  a  general  action,  which  is  daily  expelled.  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Gerry,  giving  an  account  of  the  Hate  of 
the  hofpital,  iince  the  affair  of  Long-Iflnnd  which  I 
wilh  you  to  fee.  My  anxiety  to  preferve  hofpital  ftores 
occafioned  my  I'emoval  of  the  heavy  articles  to  Sram- 
iord,  which  I^etFccled,  juft  in  time  to  prevent  their  fall- 
ing into  the  enemy's  hands.  Great  part  of  wluit  re- 
mained at  New-York,  were  again  divided,  part  to  be 
removed  to  Kingfbridge,  with  theKofpital  Surgeorsand 
Mates,  who  remained  with  the  army  ;  the  reft  to  bs 
fent  with  the  fick  to  Newark.  la  packing  and  unpack- 
ing medicines,  and  dealing  them  'Out,  with  other  iicfpi- 
tai  (tores,  to  Regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates,  near  one 
half  of  our  mates  of  the  hofpital  have  been  employed 
the  whole  fnmmer  aad  autumn,  to  this  time,  to  the 
mere  fubverfion,and  almoft  total  deftruftion,of  the  Ge- 
neral Hofpital.  We  are  now  fcarcely  any  thing  more 
than  colledlors  and  retailers  to  Rt-gimental  Surgeons  nnd 
Mates  ;  and  the  1  tores  are  [o  divided,  walled,  and  dliS- 
pated,  that  without  a  new  arrangement,  and  abundant 
more  afTiflance  than  we  have,  or  can  have,  or  the  hof- 
pital continuing  fixed  in  one  place,  we  fliall  Oiortly  be 
incapaj^ie  of  yielding  any  afTiilance  at  all.  The  greaieft 
difficulty  is  the  fupplying  medicines  to  the  whole  army. 
Think  how  I  came  to  have  ihnt  charge,  in  addition  to 
my  duty  as  i) ire ctor- General^  &c.    aad  that  it  v/as  only 
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dcfignsd  a*  a  fcmporary  expedient;  and  confider  the 
diiriculties  and  inconveniences  of  continuing  lo  execute 
it,  and  you  muft  foon  be  convinced  how  impradlicable 
it  is  for  me  to  anfwcr  the  intention.  When  I  firft  ar- 
rived  in  the  army,  I  found  the  Regimental  Surgeons  de- 
Ititutc  of  medicines,  inftruments,  and  bandages  5  there- 
fore a  ufelefs  fct,  in  cafe  of  a<ftion.  I  reprefentcd  this 
to  General  Wafhington,  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  ne- 
ccefHty  of  every  regiment  being  fupplied,  the  enfuing 
campaign,  with  a  medicine  cheft  for  the  whole  year  t 
But  where  to  get  the  medicines'  was  the  queftion,  or 
who  was  to  fit  out  the  Surgeons.  I  recommended  an 
application  to  Congrcfs,  to  employ  fome  one  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  provide  chefts  for  each  regiment.  Whilft 
matters  were  under  confideration,  Boflon  was  evacuated 
by  the  Britifh  troops  :  By  dint  of  unwearied  ajfliduity, 
I  coUedted  a  great  number  of  blankets,  beds  and  rugs, 
which  had  been  left,  by  the  Britifli  army,  in  hofpitalsj 
barracks,  and  in  the  river  :  I  had  them  waflied,  and 
made  fit  for  ufc.  By  the  GeneraVs  Orders  I  took  pof- 
felfion  of  a  large  Druggift's  fliop,  and  a  fmall  one  of  a 
private  practitioner,  after  they  were  gleaned  of  capital 
articles,  as  camphor,  l-hubarb,  bark,  opium,  &c.  The 
General  concluding  it  would  be  a  means  of  fupplying 
the  regiments,  as  well  as  General  Hofpital,  orlered  mc 
to  purchafe  fuch  articles  as  were  wanted,  and  is  I  could 
get,  and  make  out  chefts  for  every  regiment,  in  the  ar- 
my which  he  commanded  :  This  made  it  late  before  I 
could  get  to' New- York,  and  above  half  the  mates  were 
employed,  in  packing  and  accompanying  the  medicines 
to  New-York.  Hearing,  on  my  arrival,  that  the  Con- 
grcfs had  a  large  aflbrtment  of  medicines  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  being  called  upon  by  the  furgcons,in  the  nor-  i 
thcrn  department,  to  fupply  them,  I  haftened  to  Phila-  j 
dclphia  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  Congrefs,  and 
have  my  duty  better  afccrtained  :  I  found  that  of  a  va- 
luable aflbrtment  of  capital  articles,  which  the  Congrefs 
kad  purchafed,  there  had  been  confidcrjble  dedu^icns 
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for  the  ufe  of  the  fouthern  arm7,and  part  fold,  as  if  the 
quantity  was  greater  than  was  rec^uircd  for  pub'ic  ufe  : 
On  which  i  rcprefcnted  to  the  Committee  the    neceffit;jr 
of  hufDanding  the  ftock  well.     I    begged   that   afhaic 
might  be  appropriated    for  the  ufe  of  ihc  army   under 
General  Wafnington,  and  undertook  to  fut  nifli  for  the 
prcfent  campaign,  the   regiments    of  that  army,    with, 
chcfts  for  the  campaign,  not  imagining    they  would  ex- 
ceed the  number  of  ^o  regiments,  efpecially  as  the  Flying 
Camp  was  tc  form  a  feparace  department  -,  and  was  fearful 
left,  if  regiments  were  unequally  icrved, great  partof  the 
Surgeons  would  be  deftitutf  and  ufelefs.   To  make  out  the 
better,  £  bought  up  ali  the  valuable  articles  I  could  mee^, 
wuh  at   New- York,    and   elfewhere  i    Be  (ides    5    legi- 
meats  which  t  fapplyed  ^Ti-h  chcfts  at  Bofton,  and  20 
to  the  northward,!  lupplyed)  fr.>m  the  beginning  of  Ju- 
ly to  the   middb  of  Au,^ufl:,  above   40'  chefts.     Then 
fre(h  demands  c?.me  from  hofls  of  miiiiia,  the  numbers 
countlcfs,  who  joined  the  airny,  dcftirute  of  evc-ry  thing 
iieceflary  for  fick   and   xvounded,  a?   inftruments,  ban- 
dages, or  medicines  :  They  demanded  even  thcii  piovi- 
fio«s,as  v/ ell  as  medicines, from  me,  and  our  whole  force 
of  Surgeons  and  IMi^res  were  chieEy  employed  to  furriifli 
the  Regimentzl  Surgeons:    The  labour  was   toO  great, 
the  taffc  beyond  our  abilities,  for  medicines  became mor^ 
Icarce  every  day,  and  our  ftores  diffipaied.     The   mak- 
ing provifion,  to  fave  part  of  our  tloic-s,  before  the  af- 
fair  of  Long-IO^nd,   and  the  confufi.n  in  which   wet 
have  been   ever  iince,  movirg   abovi:   by  detachment  5 
:he  fick  fcattercd,  under  the  care  of  K -gimental  Mur- 
geor.s,  for  a  tra<St  of  30  rmlcs  and  ufwaids  ;    c'nly  6nc 
apuxhecary  being  allowed  ;  ro  leifure  for  either  him  or 
me  to  leave  the    nrmy,  and    rokout  for  fupplies  ;   and 
none  to  be  got  for  v/ri:ing,c.  next  to  norsc.  •   the  wound- 
ed rcc^uir.uig  our  care  j  deftirjtc  of  help  from  Quarter- 
inafteit  ard  Commi.1!i\ries,  >vhen  removed  to  a  ^'iftancc  y 
All  concur  to  fhew  ;hat  the   rcfolve  of  Congtcfs,    that, 
the  Dlrc<f^oi^3  Ihall  fupply  medicii^es  to   the  Regimental' 
T  SurgeoriSjy 
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Surgeons,  ii»  a  thing"  impoflible,  at  leaft    in  my  depiirt- 
ment,   for  any  length  of    time,  unlefs    I  am    allowed  lo 
leave  the  camp>ai-d  range  through  the  different  Stares. or 
rather  to  employ  a  variety  of  perfons  for  that  purpoie. 
ihave   reprefenicd  the  matter  to  the   General,  and  now 
hope  the   Congrefs  will   take  it  into   confideration.     I 
have  been  reduced  to  the  necefTity  of  fending  a  furgeon 
to  proceed  through  New-England,  to  collect  medicines, 
as  Doctor  Stringer   is  gone  rn  perfon,   fo^  his   depart- 
ment.    I  have  wrote  to   Governor .  Trumbull    and  the 
Allembly  of  Connecticut,  for  their    aflillance  -,     to  the 
Staie  of  New- York  for  help  ;  fcnt  for  and  ifiTHed  cut  all 
luy  own  flock  of  medicines  j  purchafed  from  public  bo- 
dies, and  private  practitioners;  wrote  to  Mr.  Bafs,  Mr. 
Smiih  and  others  :    .^11  is  infuificlent.     I  fliall  make  out 
another  lift,  and  fend  to   Mr.   Smith;    but   1  fear  much 
that  I  fhall  not  get  what  I  want,  in  Philadelphia  :    It  i* 
diftrefling  to  the  laft  degree,   to  be  hai  raffed   with  fuch 
unceafing  clamorous  demands,   for  what  I  neither  have, 
nor  can  get  ;    and  if  1  had  them,  I  have  not  help  fuiTi- 
cient  to  ifTue  them  out,  it  being  as  much  as  two  or  three 
perfons  can  do  to  prepare,   and   iflue  out   medicines  for 
the  fickin  the  General  Hofpital,  diffufed  as  ours  is,  and 
iieceffkrily  fo. 

General  Wafliington  has  ordered  me  to  draw  up  a 
plan  for  the  government  of  the  General  Hofpital,  and 
of  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  fuch  as  i  think  praaicable 
in  the  execution,  and  befi:  calculated  to  anlwer  ilit  de- 
sign of  both  :  I  prefented  him  with  a  rough  Iketch, 
which  he  has  examined,  and  made  his  remarks  : 
Lord  Sterling  has  done  the  fame  ;  and  it  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  General  M'Dougall  ;  audit  is  to^pafs  throwgh, 
General  Green's  ,  then  to  undergo  corrections  and  ii- 
jTiendmcnts,  to  lay  before  the  Congrefs,  for  which  this 
may  prepare  yOu. 

This  minute  I  learn,  tliat  the  Britifli  troops  have  with- 
drawn from  Fro^^-Point  i.  arclandcdat  New"Rochell  j 
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&  eeneral  ruTtwa  is  hourly  expelled  ;  an  important  evznt^ 
on  which  much  depends. 

The  defign  of  this  letter  is,  principally,  to  prepare  the 
attention  of  Congrefs  to  the  affairs  of  my  department. 
We  want  rags,  old  liniicn,  bandages,  lint,  tow,  thread, 
needles  and  pins,  &c.  They  are  not  to  be  got  heie. 
"Would  it  not  be  worth  the  attention  of  a  Committee  of 
Congrefs,  or  feme  aclive  Members,  to  let  fome  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ciiy  to  colled  thefe,  and  other  necefiVry 
articles,  and  fend  ofF  with  difp:Jtch.  They  cannot  come 
too  foon,  Or  in  larger  quantity  than  fnfiicient.  1  he 
tiofpital  has  been  drained  by  fupplying  Regimental  Sur- 
geons. Wemuft  depend  on  the  public  to  furnifli  frelh 
lupplies  :  They  are  not  to  bs  got  here  :  I  am  over- 
whelmed with  buiiaefs ;  I  cannot  leave  t^e  hofpital  «)  go 
in  fearch  of  them.  Inozu  give  notice  oj  my  ciiJJicuUiej, 
^hilc  J  can^  in  time,  that  in  cafe  cf  falling  j%ort  of  the 
quantity  of  thofe  neceffaries^  I  may  not  be  biaiuedfor  the 
Tfmpofjibility  of  collecting  them, 

I  Ihall  iaclofe  you  a  ''fl:  of  medicines  wanted  forfuch 
an  army  as  General  Waihington's,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  rather  moderate  than  extrava^/tnt.  Without  fo  ca- 
pital a  ftock  is  provided  in  time,  we  fnall  be  unfurniflied 
for  another  campaign  :  Nor  do  I  think  it  fufficient  for 
more  than  fix fuch  months  as  the  laft.  Judge  then  whether 
u  will  not  be  necefTary  to  employ  CoramiiTaries  to  pur- 
chafe  raedicings  \  to  prepare  them  before  they  come  to 
the  army  ;  to  provide  a  place  of  fc\fety,  at  a  proper  dif- 
tance  from  danger,  and  not  fubject  to  continual  move.* 
ments"  •,  to  have  an  Apothecary  for  the  army  or  regi- 
ments, diftincl  Trom  the  fiofpital  Apothecary,  and 
mates  and  labourers  to  afUft  in  ilTuing  them  out,  wheu 
wanted,  to  the  ierpe<ftive  Surgeons.  I  lemaiu, 
Sir,  your  moft   humble  Servant, 

JOHN   MORGAN. 

-The  Public  may  defire   to  know   what  was   the  efFeiTs 
oF  the  above  reprefentation  and  carn^ft  applicarion  fo;,' 
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fome  relief.  There  arc  few,  perliap?,  but  readily  co^i- 
clude,  that  this  noiice  of  my  difiicuities  produced  im- 
mediate and  poAvci  fill  aihftance  ;  or,  that  the  Congrefs 
did  ine  aaiple  julcice,  in  exculpnting  me  from  all  ttn- 
fure  and  biame  iov  want  of  it.  Qn^^^  ^^^  contiary  of 
all  this  is  the  fa£l.  No  more  notice  was  taken  of  this 
infounadon,  that  ever  came  to  my  knoiyledge,  than  if 
it  were  a  tale  of  what  happened  in  ages  pail,  that  did 
110  ways  concern  ou  felvLS. 

^Vhen  the  remnant  of  the  army  that  retreated  frona 
Brunfwick  had  ciofTed  the  Delaware,  1  proceeded  to 
Philadelphia,,  to  waif  on  Cong;  els,  find  to  lay  matters 
tefoi  e  them  in  perfon.  for  Inch  regulations  for  the  bet- 
ter cjire  of  the  lltk  and  wounded, as  were  fuitable  jiothe 
occafion  and  to  obtain  an  explanation  and  amendment 
of  the  refolves  of  Congrefs,  October  9th.  I  met  Doc- 
tor Rufb  in  the  ftreet,  and  atteriipted,  for  a  moment,  to 
detam  him  till  I  could  acquaint  him  with  the  piefent 
circumflances- and  iituatiori'of  affairs  :  He  gave  me  up 
time ;  AU  he  f^id  was,  that  "  he  was  glad  I  was  come  ; 
2t  wovild  take  a  great  burdcia  from  his  fl^oulders,"  and 
pafTcd  en.  When  I  afterwards  called  upon  him,  at  His 
boufe,  to  repreient  matters  to  him  there,  as  a  Member 
cf  the  Medical  Committee,  for  relief  ;  the  fum  of  his 
anlwer  was,  that  *  he  would  nor,  for  ten  times  the  con- 
fideration.  go  th'owgh  the  ams2ing  toils  and  difficulties 
©f  my  ftatiop."  But  inftead  of  relief  from  the  difficuir 
tips  and  hardiliip  of  my  fituation,  all  the  rerjrns  I  re- 
ceive-d  from  Congrefs,  are  complaints  dilVegardcd,  griev- 
ances unredrefrcd,and.  wiihout  an  hearing,  and  without 
:2ifligning  a  1  eafon,  a  difmifhon  from  my  ftation,  a«  i£ 
Congreis  intended  to  fix  a  ftigma  on  my  character.  But. 
however  hidden  the  motives  for  fuch  condu£l  are,  a 
day  may  come,  when  thefe  will  be  fully  underftood. 

The  fame  Gentleman  who  then  felt,  or  feemed  to  feel 
for  my  liiuation,  having  flnce  accepted  a  place,  near  of 
kin  to  that  which  he  then  fo  earneftly  deprecated,  may 
perhaps  remember  it.     I  can  truly  fay,  fliould  he  afpire 
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to,  or  hereafter  enjoy,  that  very  place,  I  do  not  wifh 
him  the  ill-treatment  and  ingratitude  for  his  fervices  in 
it,  which  I  have  experienced. 

TO  SHEW  how  difficult  it  was  for  me  to  re- 
ceive any  exaift  information  from  Coi^grefs,  on  fiich 
particulars  as  I  conceived  it  necelTary  to  know,  I  need 
only  acquaint  ths  reader  with  the  following  particu- 
lars. 

Being  applyed  to  by  Do(^or  Potts,  who  a^led  in  the 
chara£ler  of  Director  in  a  feparate  branch  of  the  nor- 
thern department,  to  fend  him  proper  perfons,  to  ailift 
him,  otherwife  it  would  not  be  iri  his  power  to  dif- 
charge  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  I  nominated  two  gen- 
tlemen for  ih^t  purpofe,  in  the  quality  of  a  Surgeon, 
and  Apothecary  to  that  part  of  the  hospital. 

As  other  demands  of  that  fort  might  be  made  upon 
mc  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Charles  Thcmion,  Secretary,  le- 
quellfng  him  to  acquaint  me,  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Congreis,  whether  the  nomination  of  Surgeons  to  fill 
up  vacancies,  in  any  part  of  the  General  Hofpiral  of  the 
northern  department,  refted  with  me,  as  Dire£tor-Ge- 
neral  and  Phyficinn  in  Chief  esf  the  Am.erican  Hofpital. 
It  appeared,  that  Docflor  Stringer  had  been  impowered 
to  take  charge  of  the  northern  department,  the  nature 
cf  which  I  did  not  fully  underftand  :  But  I  thought  the 
refolves  of  July  17,  laflr,  warranted  me  to  call  upos 
him,  r.s  one  of  the  DircfTlors,  for  returns  of  furgeons, 
mates,  and  other  officers,  &c.  but  then  he  had  wrote 
word  to  me,  that  he  conceived  himfelf  to  be  a  fenior  of- 
ficer, and  upon  a  fuppofition  of  our  ever  coming  toge- 
ther, expected  precedence,  from  that  priority,  ©r  to 
take  rank  of  me  ;  and  had  given  me  to  underfland  in 
cxprefs  terms,  that  he  never  would  be  accountable  to 
me,  or  to  any  pcrfon,  but  the  Commander  of  the  parti- 
cular <J-epartment  where  he  was,  or  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  :  And  referred  me  to  the  votes  of  Congrefs, 
Sei^tcmbcr  14,  for  the  particulars  of  his  appointment, 

fiaving 
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Havinp^  no  accefs  to  thofe  votes  othcrvvlfe,  I  iufornied 
the  Secietary,  in  the  letter  which  I  wrote  him,  ot  my 
dtfire  to  avoid  interfering  wkli  Doctor  tStringer,  in  \\U 
department,  fVom  any  niifcenception  of  the  intentions 
of  Congrefs  -,  and  alked  as  a  favour,  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  let  me  have  a  cony  of  the  vo?es,  relative  td 
Docflor  Stringer's  appointment  and  infti  u£tions,  and  to 
LhxStor  Shipptii's  appointment  and  inftrudtiors,  t|iai  I 
might  know  whether  it  was  the  duty  Of  rhofe  Gentlemen 
to  m^ke  me  the  fpfcified  returns  of  July  i /th,  or  not. 

Did  he  comply  with  my  requcft  ?  Or  v/hat  anfwer  did 
this  pcfitey  cbliging^  Secretary,  return  me,  and  two  other 
Gentlemen,  Members  of  Congrefs,  to  whom  I  a]fo 
wrote  to  requeft  they  would  fecond  my  application  to 
Wm  for  copies  of  the  votes  and  inftrucllons,  &c.  ?  He 
fent  them  not,  but  in  place  thereof,  in  a  pofitive  ma- 
gifterial  way,  gave  me  to  underftand,  (in  which  how- 
ever, he  v.'-as  greatly  miO:aken)that  ^^  undcubtcdly,  at  the 
appointment  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  they  haj  the  fifrfie 
powers  given  to  theui,//2  ^/Z  r<?//)^i!7i,  of  nominating  their 
own  fuvgeons,  nurfes,  &c.  in  their  dcpai  tmenrs,  as  I 
had  myfelf  in  mine  ;  and  as  to  rank  and  prece- 
dence, ?.nd  all  that  nonfenfe  (as  he  called  it)'  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Journals  to  eftabliili  it.'*   - 

By  this  time,  1  had  obtained  from  Doctor  Stringer 
ijrmfelFa  copy  of  his  appointment,  and  of  the  powers 
vefted  in  him  by  Congrefs,  Sept.  14,  1775  (fee  page 
•27)  which  enabled  me  to  point  out  his  miftake,  by 
fhewing  him  tha:  Doctor  Stringer  had  no  power  given 
him.  by  thofe  refolves,  of  nominating  a  fingle  furgeon, 
or  any  officers  whatever,  except  a  number  of  mates,  not 
to  exceed  four  •,  a  power  rot  equal  to  that  given  to  any 
of  the  fnrpret)ns,  appointed  by  m^,  as  each  of  them  had 
a  pov/;"r  oF  nominating  five  mates  ;  and  having  taken  the 
liberty  to  tell  this  GREA  T  MAN  !  that  in  what  it  con- 
cerned  me  to  be  well  acquainted  with,  for  the  direction 
of  my  condu<51:,  I  preferred  a  ftatc  of  fa(Sts  to  his  glofT- 
Ci^  on  which  I  could  form  a  judgment  of  my  own,  oti 
the  evidence  they   aflbrded' j    and   that   had  he  been 

pleafed 


jSleafed  to  bave  examined  thefe  refolves  of  Ccngreis,  his 
difobliging  oblervaiions  on  rank  and  precedence,  mignt 
have  been  fp?.red  •,  J  liuther  told  hini,  that  men  bred 
up  in  the  army,  had  diifcreni  notions  from  what  he 
leemed  to  entertain,  and  that  fuppofijig  their  rank  i^.nd. 
their  pay  were  to  come  into  competition  with  each 
other,  every  officer  of  fpirit  and  hononr,  would  rather 
facrifice  his  pay,  as  oflefs  conlequence,  than  his  rank  5 
and  then  afkcd  him,  if  it  was  a  matter  of  no  impor- 
tance, how  it  came  to  pafs  that  the  Congrcfs,  in  their 
late  refolves,  had  determiwed  that  the  iurgecns  and 
mates  of  the  hofpital  fliould  take  rank  of  regimental 
furgeons  and  mates. 

Jriis  letter,  in  reply  to  this,  contained  in  it  feveral  ex- 
preffions  To  rjde,  and  impertinent  lo  the  matterin  hand, 
that  I  chufe  to  Omit  ihem  5  but  he  very  cynically  ob- 
ferved,  that  **  having  never  been  converfant  in  courts 
or  camps,  he  doubted  not  that  his  way  of  thinkiKg,  (as 
if  that  were  to  be  the  Uanditrd,  and  fupercede  the  votes 
of  Conerefs,  of  which  he  cupht  to  Jiave  conHdered  him- 
felf  the  feivant,  and  not  the  maftei;)  might  appear  as 
old  fafliioned  to  them,  as  their  p;oceedings,  at  times, 
appear  lidiculous  to  him,  v/herc  rank  ftands  for  merit, 
dod  that  fantaftical  ihirg  ca'led  honour,  (wiih  which,  by" 
his  invecliv.es  on  it, he  gives  room  enough  to  fiippofe  he  is 
little  acquainted)  fupplys  the  place  of  virtue  j*'  and  con- 
cluded with  a  rhapiody  on  Commonwealths, that  I  con- 
ceived to  be  very  foreio;n  to  the  iubj  (ft,  as  1  never  iifivtd 
for  a  difplay  of  his  principles,  haviug  barely  rtquefi-cd 
(bch  information  of  the  refolves  of  Congref^  as  irjii^hc 
enable  me  to  know,  and  to  discharge  my  duty,  the  better, 
I  only  wifited  to  gnard  agninfl  breaking  down  ihoif  bar- 
rieiSj  which  were  moft  [ikt:y  to  fecuie  my  lank  and 
authority  frcm  innovations  upon  tiicm  ;  an<i  whicl^^per- 
haps,  this  very  Gcnilcrnan  might  be  in-ftri^mental  in  in- 
troducing, afterward?,  toio  the  votes  of  Qclt.ber  (;ih, 
which  1  conceived  I  had  fo  much  rcafon  to  comp'am  of, 
as  tlie  firft  approach    that  ■".".$  p^'?■'^  ■  ^'>    undermine  my 
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coiiimiftion,  which  however  could  not  be  ..thoroughly 
cffc:<5led,  without  attempting  likewifc  to  blow  up  my 
reputation,  though  uniuccefsfully. 

THAT  I  may  at  length  bring  this  detail  and  exa- 
mination of  faifts  to  a  conclufion,  I  fliail  make  feme 
abftraiSls  from  fcveral  certificates  and  teftimonials,  pre- 
fented  to  me  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Hofpi* 
tal  who  have  accidentally  fallen  in  my  way,  fince  the 
affair  of  my  aifmiflion  happened,  which  has  enabled  me 
to  obtain  their  fentiments  on  the  fubjeft. 

Thefc  abftra(fls  fet  forth,  that  on  being  called  upoh 
for  the  purpofe,  and  confidcring  ihemfelves  in  honour 
obliged  to  certify  fadls  of  which  they,  are  acquainted, 
refpe^ting/ the  conduct  and  mjtnagement  of  JOHN^ 
MORGAN,  Efq;  late  Direaor-General  of  the  Ame- 
rican Hofpital,  and  Phyfician  in  Chief,  from  being 
ofHcers  in  faid  hofpital,  and  therefore  falling  uadcr  their 


To  ALL  V/HOM  IT  MAY  concern 

They  teftily, -That  the  faid  JOHN  MORGAN, 

gave  orders  to  the  diiFereEt  Surgeons  of  the  Gcneral- 
Hofpital,  to  receive  under  their  care  all  patients  belong- 
ing to  the  army,  whether  Tick  or  wounded,  that  were 
duly  reported  and  fouHd  to  be  proper  obje^^s,  without 
diftin6lion,  with  full  power  to  draw  on  the  faid  depart- 
ment for  whatever  medicinal  and  other  flores  could  be 
procured — That  the  faid  Dircclor-Gcneral  was  ever  at* 
tcntive  to  any  calls  which  they  made  upon  him,  for  the 
fupply  of  the  hofpital,  and  for  procuring  comfortable 
accommodation,  prcdvifion,  neceflaries  and  refresh- 
xnents  for  the  lick — That  in  particular  infhanccs,  on  the 
breaking  up  of  Regimental  Holpitals,  and  routing  of 
thcfick,  by  the  approach  o£ the  enemy,  the  fick  being 
poured  upon  his  care,  in  vaft  numbers,  without  either 
Surgeon,  Mare,  Quartermafter,  or  anyone  ofKcer  to 
accompany:   Do^or  MORGAN   having  but  little 

afllftance 
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afllftance  for  facli  .imazing  and  fudden  incrcafe  of 
numbers,  wcm  from  houfe  to  houfe,  to  procure  quar- 
ters fcr  the  fick,  and  provilion  for  their  fuppoi  t  •,  in- 
ftru^ing  the  Country  People  iii  what  manner  to  take 
charge  of  them,  tren  to  feeing  them  provide  their  meals 
for  prefcnt  refrefliment,  and  take  care  for  their  future 
fuftcnance— That  he  vifited  the  hofpitals,  going  through 
each  ward  in  perfon,  to  fee  that  the  lid:  were  duly  at- 
tended, and  provided  foi' — That  he  confulted  very  rea- 
diiy  with  the  Surgeons,,  and  gave  his  alTiftuncc  whene- 
ver there  was  occa:(ion,  and  Ihewed  a  readinefs  to  re- 
moTe  a-ny  diificulty  that  oJered  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power — That  he  performed  capital  operations  himfelf, 
when  prefent,  or  afiifted  the  Surgeons  of  the  hofpital 
therein,  and  hath  i\ooped  to  do  the  duties  of  a  mere 
mate,  in  drelBng  the  moft  i?mple,  as  well  as  the  molt 
dangerous  wounds  of  the  foldiers  in  the  General  Hof- 
pital, as  an  example  and  encouragement  to  the  officer.? 
under  him^  to  attend  carefully  to  that  duty — That  if 
the  fick  have  at  any  time  fuiFered  more  than  ufual,  it 
has  been  from  unavoidable  accidents,  not  in  his  power 
to  remedy— That  there  were  no  complaints  of  the  flck 
fuffering  in  the  General  Hofpital  under  their  care  ;  but 
that  the  uneafineis  which  arofe  v/as,  conceining  the  carc: 
and  provifion  of  thofe  who  were  retained  in  their  regi- 
ments, and  no?  reported  to  the  General  Hofpital— That 
they  hate  been  wiinelTes  to  his  confl-.tat  applicacion  and 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  in  which  his  dili- 
gence, aifliduity,  care  of,  and  humanity  towards  the 
fitk  and  wounded,  were  abundantly  evident — That  the 
principal  caufes  of  the  fui?erings  of  the  ilck,  tltfe  laO: 
campaign,  proceeded  frCm  the  regimental  fick  not 
being  properly  reported  to  ihz  Gener?.!  Hofpital,  and^ 
in  fome  inflances,  to  the  uiiaTeid?ble  fcarcity  of  par- 
ticular medicines  and  otbfr  ftores,  which  could  not  be 
procured,  at  all  times;  in  iufficieni  quantities,  and  not, 
fo  far  as  eier  came  under  their  notice,, to  any  wnnt  of 
care  and  attention  in  the  Dire^ftor-GenelfJ  5  but  princi- 
IJ  paily 
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pa'ly  from  the  repeated  movementis  of  the  afniy,  ^vbuJi 
cxpofed  the  fick  and  wounded  to  fufFerings  that  could 
in  no  ways  be  remedied,  under  thole  circunillances — 
And  are  firmly  of  opinion,  that  no  perfon  whatever, 
acting  in  the  ftation  of  Dircdlor-Gcneial,  imdtr  the 
fame  ciicumftances,  could  poflibly  have  given  univer- 
fcil  fatisfaaion." 

T  li  E  above  abftraifls  are  taken  from  certificates 
figncd  by  John  Warrea,  Philip  Turner,  and  Willinm 
Euliisv  E'quires,  Surgeons  ot  ihe  General  Hoi'pital, 
and  Ifaac  Ledyard,  Efq;  Apothecary  to  the  General 
Hofpital,  in  the  Eaf>ei  n  Depai  tm.-nt,  Do£lor  Fofter 
was  generally  detached,  and  at  a  diftance.  1  have  never 
feen  Doctors  Adams,  M  Knight,  or  Burnet,  fince  my 
dilmiffion,  to  con-verfe  v/ith  ihem  on  the  fubjedl  5  but 
brive  no  dcubi  of  meeting  vvith  equal  readinefs  in  them, 
to  teiiify  to  the  laihc  faithful  difcharge  of  my  duty, 
v/ith  the  other  Gcnt'emen,  whenever  they  are  called 
upon  for  that  pui  poie.  But  what  occafion  :s  there  for 
fcirther  evidc:nce.  -To  accumular-t  it,  would,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  as  tinnicclTary  -dz  to  hoid  i:\pioiches  10  the  fun. 

**  If'hen   PLoobui   does  his   beams   difplayy 
*'  To  tell  men   gravely^   th4  Uis  day^ 
*^  Is  to  fuppojc   them   blind '^ 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  fay  a  few  words,  refpecl:' 
ing  the  Gentlemen  who  have  n<fted  immediately  nnder 
mc  j  oiie  of  whom  is  ralfcd  to  the  rank  of  Deputy  Di- 
re«!tor  General  :  None  o"  them,  that  i  know  of,  have 
done  difcredit  to  their  places. 

However  Congrefs  may  reconcile  it  to  themfelve?,  and 
to  tlie  jnftice  that  is  fuppofed  to  be  c\ve  to  Gentlemen 
of  nnexception.Vblc  chaiac'ters,  rhat  hnve  ferved  them 
fa"thfully,  and  with  approved  ability,  from  the  begin- 
n'ug  oF  the  \Var  ;  and  hkvc  defrrved  well  at  their  h;ind?, 
iov  what  they  have  done  and  fuftered,  from  beini'  con- 
ft.uuly  tngagecl  as   .Snigeons  ju  the"  General  Hotpital, 
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^lii.-u  iii>  firft  cftablifliment  ;  to  pafs  them  by,  and  ta 
place  over  their  heads  fome  who  were  never  before  ia 
ihe  lervice,  and  others  who  were  their  juniors  •,  they 
have,  however  unintentionally,  done  great  honour  to 
tny  appointments.  Of  three  Gentlemen  whom  I  no- 
minated, and  who  have  ferved  under  me,  as  Suigecss, 
who  arc  all  1  ever  appointed,  and  were  the  youngeft  in 
the  hofpltals  of  my  department,  two  of  dienn  are  pro- 
moted, by  Ccjigrcfs,  to  the  ftatioDS  of  Phylician  Gene- 
ral, And  Surgeon  General,  in  the  Army.  Can  a  ftron- 
ger  proof  be  given  of  the  care  and  iidelisy  with  which 
I  exercifed  that  truft,  than  in  employing,  as  officers  un- 
der me,  Gentlemen  wl^iom  the  Congrefs  itftlf  has  re<:^n 
fit,  flnce(^o  diftinguifh  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner  i 
And  when  one  of  the  beforementioned  Gentlemen, 
who  had  juft  reafon  to  expeft  to  be  noticed  amongft 
the  £rft  appointments  in  the  department,  was  for  foms 
iimc,  at  leaft,  wholly  overlooked,  by  them,  as  he  was 
to  my  knowledge,  probably,  becaufe  he  could  not  con- 
fent  to  be  troubling  Congrefs,  either  by  himfelf  or 
friends,  with  folicitations  in  his  behalf,  though  they 
were  not  ignorant  of  his  fervices  ;  and  though  brother 
to  HIM,  who  laid  down  his  life  in  their  CAUSE,  and 
whofe  memory  is  held  facred  by  them  ;  but  who,  with- 
out deriving  merit  from  any  extrinlic  or  adventitious 
circumftances,  has  conducted  himfelf  in  a  manner  that 
reflttds  honour  upon  his  talents  and  humanity  \ 

If  Congrefs  could  be  capable  then,  of  fo  Iqng  negletft- 
ing  the  known,  but  modeft  wortji  of  Do<5lor   J  O  H  N 
W  A  R  R.  E  N,    the  world  may  lefs.  wonder  they  fliould. 
fo  eafily  get  over  the  obligations   they  owed  to  myfclf, 
and  to  their  own  reputation. 

As  to  the  Mates,  many  of  them  Jire  raifed  to  the 
rank  of  Surgeons  of  Regiments,  and  1  doubt  not,  that 
by  their  fuperior  knowledge  in  the  duties  of  their  fla- 
lion,  above  what  many  of  their  predecefTors  enjoyedj 
they  will  refle£l  credit  on  the  General  Hofpital,  wnder 
my  dircflion,  as  a  Schpol  to  qualify  them  for  fupedo;: 
iervices.  As 
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As  to  myfclf,  and  the  unworthy  treatment  I  have 
«nct  with  ;  I  call  it  unworthy,  for  fo  it  is,  in  refpc^l  to 
me,  however  worthy  it  may  be  of  the  authors  oi  it; 
\vhat2ver  credit  and  growing  fame  fome  may  imagine 
?hey  have  acquired  by  it,  I  coniidcr  it  not  as  any  diflio* 
liour  to  me,  but  to  thofe  only  who  have  procured  it. 
jTime,  the  great  revealer  of  Mens  motives  as  well  as 
actions,  will  v>,'rhaps,  one  dny,  unmaik  the  private  and. 
difguilcd  deligns  of  men,  who  cover  them  at  prefent, 
"with  a  pretext  of  public  good,  but  which  are  vifible  by 
their  aiStions  to  the  quicker  fight  Of  difcerning  men^ 
tvho  judge  of  a  tree,  not  by  its  appearances,  but  its 
fruits.  1  do  not  envy  them,  but  rather  wonder,  and 
vriih  them  to  enjoy  the  jufl  reward  of  their  devices. 

**  Nee  Drances  pothiSt  five  hac  eft  ira  deorum, 
*'  Morte  liiat  ;  five  eft  virtus  aut  gloria^  tsllat.^* 

I  doubt  net,  but  they  will  fail,  however,  in  one  part 
of  their  defign,  and  by  endeavouring  to  throw  an 
odium  on  my  chara<fler,  fix  an  indeliable  mark  on  their 
own  :  and,  perhaps,  find  thiit  injufticc  fo  fweet  to  their 
tafte,  may,  before  it  is  digef^ed,  bring  forth  gaul  and 
bitternefs,  and  what  they  have  fowed  in  deceit  and  folIy» 
they  may  reap  in  remorfe  and  difappointment. 

Leaving  them,  therefore,  to  the  opinion  which  the 
jufler  and  wifer  part  of  mankind  mny  have  of  them  in 
this  proceeding,  and  to  the  operation  of  that  inward 
monitor  in  their  own  breads,  I  am  fatisiied  in  having 
hung  out  lights  to  thofe  embarked  in  the  fame  bottom 
with  deflgning  men,  who  fteering  amidft  rocks  and 
quick- fands,  ""  hold  themfelvcs  in  rcadinefs  to  plunder 
the  veflcl  they  mc*in  to  wreck." 

I  have  endeavoured  to  difcharge  my  duty  in  what  I 
undertook  from  principle,  according  to  my  degree  of 
knov/ledgc  and  capacity,  with  faithfulncfs  and  diligence  ; 
and  what  I  value  moie  than  knowledge  or  capacity  a- 
lone,  with  humanity  ;  from  whence  refults  the  approba- 
tioa  of  a  good  coofcience,  which  as  my  enemies,  with 
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all  their  power,  cUnnot  give,  fo  neither  can  they  take 
away.  Why  then  (hould  I  repine  at  the  portion  of 
difficulties,  that,  in  times  like  thefe,  have  fallen  to  my 
lot,  and  which  I  have  neither  coveted,  nor  been  able  to 
fhun  ?  Having  been  born  in  freedom,  I  claim  it,  in 
common  with  every  other  freeman,  as  an  indifputable, 
unalienable  right,  which  I  have  never  furrendered  to 
any  one,  to  defend  my  good  name  from  the  attacks  of 
iniidious  men,  of  whatever  clafs  or  denomination.  Be 
it  ever,  therefore,  my  part  to  declare,  without  fear  and 
without  rcferve,  that  true  Freedom  is  my  **  unconquer- 
ble  delight,"  and  that  I  am  equally  a  foe  to  falfe  preten- 
ces of  liberty,  and  **  to  every  fpecies  of  bondage,"  but 
moft  to   **  that  of  the  mind." 

As  to  thofe  who  have  made  themfelves  bufy  to  reflect 
on  my  character,  I  confider  their  envy  to  be  rather  a 
proof  of  merit,  than  dread  the  power  of  their  malice  to 
affeiH:  me,  fince,  in  every  age, 

**  Envy  dees  merit y  as  its  JlMde^  piirfiiey 

•*  Jnd  by  thsfmidovj^  proves  the  fuhjiance  trueP 

But  neither  pretending,  nor  wifhing,  to  derive  any 
merit  from  that  lource,  I  willingly  fubjeiSl  the  validity 
of  the  preceeding  narrative,  and  exacH:  reprefentation  of 
fa6ls,  to  the  ftriiftefi:  Scrutiny  of  the  impartial  and  dif- 
interefted  part  of  the  community  :  To  their  equitable 
and  candid  decilion  therefore,  this  Defence  of  my  pub- 
lie  condu(fl:,  againft  all  the  fecret  arts  and  impotent  ma- 
lice of  a  fet  of  invidious  and  plotting  men,  who  have 
fought  to  eftablifli  their  power  and  influence,  on  my 
injured  Innocence  and  Reputation,  is  chearfuUy  lub- 
mitted. 
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+*i  7be  ItaTich  Letters  (in  parenthtfn)  in  the  Memoriel  to  GeneuH 
Washington,  noere,  atfnft,  inter.dcdi'jpoiKtouttotboJeparttoftbe  j^t 
fsndlXyKil'.cb  more  psrtuulciily  rtfaitbt  jatii^  tbere  jncriiuti'd  ^  hutithcht, 
afterwardi  found  necejfary  to  cbange  be  order  of  the  prbffi  ard  iliujiratioi 
ibe  referer.:ci  'were  afieriuardi  drfpptd  for  tie  fake  of  curneil'trg  tbem  iV't 
tbofefjcTSt  and  others  ivbicb  were  emitted  in  the  Memorial f  in  (pr  flilt  if  . 
cvr/tnued  Narrative,  for  tbt  gnatcr   eaje  of   the  Rcadtr. 
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